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Soviet Slowly Easing Out of Its 
Socialistic Shell—More Freedom 





By EUGENE LYONS 


Moscow, Oct. 22. 
Greater scope for originality and 
human interest is being given So- 
viet playwrights and _ scenario- 


wrights these days. The heavy hand 
of the censors has been somewhat 
relaxed—not lifted by any means 
but softened. Under conditions as 
they are here, a little freedom goes 
a long way. 

The effects of the new official at- 
titude have not yet been felt. All 
the recent film releases and the sea- 
son's new theatrical offerings were 
begun many months ago and there- 
fore still bear the imprint of the 
time of their origin. But in the 
near future one may expect a flock 
of productions of a new type. 

There has been no official edict 
or pronouncement on the subject. 
Yet in that subtle way in which a 
new atmosphere is generated here, 
the word seems to have spread that 
art can now more safely soft-pedal 
propaganda in favor of ordinary 
amusement. The boys who pass on 
play and film manuscripts have 
sensed the new attitude and are 
turning down propagandist pieces 


(Continued on page 46) 


Bossy Gillis Has This 
Here Publishing Racket 
Licked to a Standstill 


Newburyport, Mass., Nov. 2. 
It didn't take ‘Bossy’ Gillis, 
whoop-dee-doo mayor of this city, 
long to learn the power of the press 


after the first couple of editions of 
his new newspaper which he has 
mamed ‘Asbestos.’ ‘Bossy’ is pub- 
ligher and editor. And he has an 
eye for business as well as a nose 
for news, although the news con- 
sists mostly of wallops at his po- 
1 foes. 

“We're sure of plenty of advertis- 
Ing,’ says Gillis. ‘If we don't get the 
ad from the Strand and Premier 
theatres we can cancel their permits 
= run film shows on Sundays. And 
pe don’t get that Eaton restaur- 
let Pa on the front page we don't 
- € Eaton crowd come into our 

oe factory (owned by Gillis) at 
noontime and sell sandwiches.’ 


Film’s Legit Rib 
—_ Burbank, Nov. 2. 
en adership in turning the worm 
Dlays kidding pictures will be 
en by Warner Brothers with 
nhattan Parade.’ Picture makes 
Shuberts the patsies, Jake and 
being played by Smith and 
© (Avon Comedy Four). 
‘ript is a jazzed-up version of 


™ Shipman’s floppo, ‘She Means 
iness,’ 











Realism 





Hollywood, Nov. 2. 

Call went out for 100 ‘tough’ 
mollis, dames, etc., for a femme 
prison story. 

Realism of types was evi- 
denced later by the many 
wails of stolen purses, coats 
and other feminine wearing 
appareL 


OVERNITE MADE 
ACT VIA RADIO 


Four Mills Brothers, colored radio 
act, have been placed through CBS 
for four weeks with Paramount at 
$1,250 per week. Turn opens at the 
New York Paramount, Nov. 13 for 
two weeks, then shifts to the Brook- 
lyn Paramount for the remaining 
fortnight. 

Through CBS, Flo Ziegfeld has 
engaged the colored radio act under 
a run-of-the-play contract for his 
next musical. 

Mills Bros. do songs and instru- 
mental imitations. They arrived in 
New York from Cleveland two 
months ago and flat broke. They 
were placed with CBS through 
Tommy Rockwell, in charge of re- 
cording for Brunswick. 


NO TRADE SUNDAY NITE 


Benefit Shows Die and Are Stopped 
* at Pottstown 























Pottstown, Pa., Nov. 2. 

The controversy raging for three 
weeks here over Sunday movies has 
ended. At the final Sunday evening 
show of the three weeks there were 
only 400 people at the Strand. Since 
then Amele Post, American Legion, 
this borough, beneficiary of the 
shows, has withdrawn as benefici- 
ary and patron, and Earl Wadge, 
manager, announced that the Sun- 
day night ‘benefits’ will be discon- 
tinued. A pastoral association has 
been making it hot for house and 
the legion ever since the first show, 
and Wadge had been arrested and 
fined. Net receipts for both legion 
and theatre were too small to war- 
vant either in keeping up the fight, 
it is stated. 





Showmen 


Los Angeles, Nov. 2. 

A. Leslie Swope, executive director 
of the West Coast Hollywood chain, 
and C. L. Swope, manager of the 
Stadium theatre, have applied to the 
Anaheim, Cal., city council for li- 
cense to operate a retail liquor es- 
tablishment when and if wines and 
béer are legalized. 

They formerly conducted such 
business in Anaheim before the town 





went local option previous to prohi- 
bition, 


HALLOWE'EN A 
TEXAS-WIDE JAM 


Long Lists of Injured, Prop- 
erty Damage and Insults 
—Bigger Than New 
Year’s In All Cities— 
Timid Stay Home—yYearly 
Habit Since the War 








EVERYTHING GOES 





Houston, Nov. 2. 

Hallowe’en in Texas is a wild 
college celebration gone state wide. 
It’s been going on for years, with 
little outside attention. This year’s 
topped them all. It’s a custom de- 
veloped since the war. From harm- 
less pranks it has grown in scope 
until it’s bigger than New Year’s 
and annually results in heavy dam- 
ages for merchants and theatres, 
along with a long list of casualties. 
The new oil prices may aiso have 
had their effect this year. 

Most everybody is cold sober but 
carrying a psychic jag which keeps 
the timid in their homes. That’s 
because of fireworks, fist fights, 
ticklers, blowers, and the extreme 
liberties taken by the boys with the 
girls who venture forth the last 
night of October. 

Property loss in many towns is 
heavy in each spot, between broken 
glass, damaged store and theatre 
fronts and incidental fires. The 
hospitals do a rushing business, 
more so than the theatres which 
have become convinced that this is 
not their night. People either stay 
home or go on the streets to tear 
the town apart. There’s no com- 


(Continued on page 62) 


CUTS FROM DIAMONDS 
TO POTATOES AS GIFTS 


Minneapolis, Nov. 2. 

Because of the hard times, Pub- 
lix Northwest theatres will limit 
gift tieups with local merchants 
this winter to useful articles and 
necessities, in place of automobiles, 
diamond rings, radios and the like. 
Articles sought will include pota- 
toes, other foodstuffs and articles of 
apparel. 

Efforts are to be made by the- 
atres in all towns to have local 
merchants place the gift articles 
where they will do the most 
good. Theatres will offer to assist 
in all distributions and will boost 
the donors on screens and in lob- 
bies, the same as in the past with 
gifts. 

House managers have been in- 
structed to do their utmost to ob- 
tain as much free merchandise for 
distribution as possible. The cam- 
paign of obtaining necessities for 
the needy through the gift tieup 
plan will be called a ‘Mother Hub- 
bard’ drive. The idea is that when 
mother goes to the cupboard she 











won't find it bara 





Expansion 





With self and wife for some 
years at $150 weekly, one of 
the few more fortunate of: the 
fading m.c.’a¢ now unloads 
himself at a theatre in this 
order: 

Automobile, 

M. c. 

Press agent. 

Personal mer. 

Valet. 

Chauffeur. 

And the wife. 


WYNN CURED OF 














New Haven, Nov. 2. 

Ed Wynn, here for three days to 
whip his ‘Laugh Parade’ into shape 
before its Broadway opening, said he 
is about washed up as a theatrical 
triple try. Wynn says he wouldn't 
attempt the author-producer-actor 
thing again, to keep himself out of 
the poorhouse. 

His troubles started, stated Wynn, 
when he tried to fill up a cast with 
something different in talent. One 
bad headache came when he had to 

(Continued on page 34) 
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WHAT-A-BUST FOR MA 


Canceled After First Week—What- 
a-Man Sticks 











San Francisco, Nov. 2. 


Ma Kennedy is a bust at the 
Golden Gate here. She has been 
cancelled for the two weeks at the 
Orpheum, Oakland, and RKO, Los 
Angeles. 

Ma was to get $2,000 weekly at 
both spots. Golden Gate will only 
do around an estimated $12,000 with 
Ma Kennedy headlining. 

*‘What-a-man’ Hudson, Ma’s 
Evangelistic husband, continues on 
the bill, remaining two weeks alone 
with Joe Laurie Jr. at $400, which 
will be paid by RKO. Public inter- 
est seemed to be in ‘What-a-man’ 
not in Aimee’s Ma. 

Right from the beginning, though 
Ma manifested all the actorish ten- 
dencies, worrying ‘about billing, etc. 

Now it's being said that Ma and 
‘What-a-man’s’ 2d marital career 
will be just as short-lived as her 
vaudeville life. 


Condemning Serials 


Hollywood, Nov. 2. 
Federation of Women’s Clubs is 
holding regional meetings condemn- 
ing serials. 
Women consider the thrillers un- 
fit for juvenile mentalities and are 





telling the producers so. 


SWAY REVUES 


| 


Cravath RCA Connection Figured 
To Assure Opera for Radio City 


ee 


With the retirement of Otto Kahn 
as the head of the Metropolitan 
Opera co. there seems a greater 
probability the institution will move 


over to Radio City, a part of the 
original plan announced by the 
Rockefeller interests. Paul Cravath, 
selected to succeed Kahn, is counsel 
for RCA, and a member of the 
board of directors as well asa mem- 
ber of the advisory council of NBC. 
It is believed that he regards the 
project favorably and in some quar- 
ters his election is regarded as vir- 
tual assurance that the deal will 
now go over. 

When the Radio City project was 
first broached, it was largely based 
on the removal of the opera, but 
Kahn had assembled a parcel on 
57th street, which he offered to the 
directors. Their refusal to take 
over the property resulted ir con- 
siderable friction within the direcyz 
torate, 

The only obstacle which now 
seems tq stand in the way of the 
opera’s removal to Radio City is the 
attitude of R. Fulton Cutting, a ma- 
jority stockholder in the operatic 
venture, who has yet to be sold on 
the desirability of the radio proposi- 
tion, 


Drive on Police for 
‘Sound’ Confessions; 
Boston as First Spot 


RCA Photophone is starting a 
campaign to make sound pictures 
an aid to the Bertillion system in 
police headquarters throughout the 
country. It is also using the argu- 
ment that a confession on film can- 
not be repudiated while quite often 
the signed document is known to 
carry little weight with a jury be- 
cause of the defendant's plea that it 
was obtained under duress. 

Boston, Photophonites believe, 
will be the first police headquarters 
to install an equipment for such a 
purpose. Following a demonstra- 
tion there last week with a portable 
equipment, RCA _ reports Police 
Commissioner Hultman as express- 
ing himself highly in accord with 
this expedient for conviction. 

Some time ago Western Electric 
planned to contact the police but 
the plans failed to materialize. 


4-Yr.-Old Mind Reader 


Denver, Noy. 2. 














World's 


youngest professional 
mind reader is evidently Jackie 
Merkle, four years old. He broke 


in his act last week for Publix at 
the Denver theatre here. 

Jackie's father works the au- 
dience in the boy’s turn. His ques- 
tions are simple, such as “What 





make of car do you drive” “What 
kind of watch do you carry?’ etc 


To all questions the bo ers 
quickly. a 
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Giannini Favors Continental Financing 


Of Films; Coast Welcome Elaborate 





Hollywood, Nov. 2. 
Dr. A. H, Giannini, welcomed 
back with a formal stag dinner at 
the Hotel Ambassador Oct. 28, with 
the elite of the industry joining in 
the festivities, doubly stressed his 

continued financing of pictures. 
First, before the dinner, he denied 
to a ‘Variety’ reporter that the 
Giannini banking interests were off 
financing the picture industry, and 


not in so many words but along the 


same affirmative lines, he reiterated 
that in the course of the banquet. 

Hosts were Harold B. Franklin, 
Samuel Goldwyn, Louis B. Mayer, 
Charles R. Rogers, Winfield R. 
Sheehan, Joseph M. Schenck, J. I. 
Schnitzer, B. P. Schulberg, Irving 
Thalberg and Jack L. Warner, with 
Franklin, Mayer, Rogers, Schenck 
and Schnitzer wiring their regrets 
through absence east or en tour. 

Warner’s Hoke 

Will Rogers as one of the speak- 
ers had a tough time following Jack 
Warner, who almost stole the show 
with a hokum speech, partially read- 
ing it from MSS., stating he was 
‘advised by the guy who wrote my 
speech that President Hoover does 
the same, so I suppose it’s all 
right.’ 

Rogers was none the less caustic, 
and perhaps a bit too literal in spots, 
in his ribbing. After first gently 
chiding ‘that lousey Warner’ for 
stealing his stuff, Rogers observed 
that: ‘I always thought producers 
could be funny if they’d only be 
natural,’ 

Rogers continued: ‘This dinner 
holds a personal note for every one 
of us here; in fact Doc holds my 
personal note also....Since the seat- 
ing was done according to what 
they owe Dr. Giannini, Sam Gold- 
wyn is naturally on his right.... 
And while we're giving dinners, 
God love Mickey Mouse and Clark 
Gable for what they’re doing for 
the industry also. Let’s get up a 
dinner for Mickey Mouse therefore. 
-..When Wall St. came in, the au- 
dience went out.’ (Wild applause.) 


Other Speakers 


Orre Monette of the Bank of 
America gave one of those C, of C. 
speeches, L. A. Young, publisher 
of the ‘Examiner,’ also aired a wel- 
come, Fred Niblo was toastmaster. 
Sam Goldwyn, because of the hour, 
had to forego his speech, with the 
elaborate entertainment program 
also sloughed and restricted to the 
Ambassador’s entertainers and a 
couple of musical numbers. 

Besides the hosts, attendance 
numbered some 200 of the represen- 
tative industry leaders, execs, 
players, et al. 


MITZI GREEN AT $2,500 
AS STAGE VAUDE ACT 


Mitzi Green has been booked at 
$2,500 per by RKO for 10 weeks, 
opening Dec. 18 in St. Louis, usual 
popular opening spot for film people 
contracted while on the Coast. 

M.S. Bentham arranged the book- 
ing in New York direct with RKO. 








12 Retake Days 


More than half the original shoot- 
ing time consumed on Tallulah 
Bankhead’s ‘The Cheat’ (Par) is be- 
ing used for retakes. Makeovers are 
adding 12 days to the production 
time, the original camera work tak- 
ing around 23 days at the Long Is- 
land studios. 

Berthold Viertel is megging. 


GOLDINA WITH PAR 
Hollywood, Noy. 2. 

Miriam Goldina, former star of 
the Habimah Theatre, Moscow, is 
playing her first picture part in 
Paramount's ‘Ladies of the Big 
House.’ 

Coming here to retire, 
previous professional appearance 
Was several months ago in ‘The 
Dybbuk’ with the Pasadena Com- 
munity Players. — 


her only 
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Happiness Boy 


Hollywood, Nov. 2. 

Quickie company, producing 
a four-day horse opera, with 
everything, including the ac- 
tors, on the cuff, was stopped 
by the producer at noon on the 
fourth day. 

‘Now, folks,’ 
we can ‘only borrow lunch 
money for the troupe we can 
have this picture in the can by 
five o’clock. 


he beamed, ‘if 











GOLDEN WEDDING OF 
SID KENT’S PARENTS 


San Francisco, Nov. 2. 

When the father and mother of 
Sid Kent celebrate their golden 
wedding in this city on Nov. 13, the 
Kent clan, entire, will foregather 
for the first time under the one 
roof. The eight sons and daughters 
with their children have visited the 
great-grandparents at various times 
but the golden wedding day will see 
all of the generations here. 


Sid Kent will come on from New 
York, and return directly from here, 
making no other stop on the way 
out or back, it is said. 


Roxy Back with Rave 


For Russian Makeup Men 





S. L. Rothafel returned from his 
European trip last Thursday (29) 
and says the technical men who ac- 
companied him have brought back 
many angles in sound-proofing which 
will be incorporated in the theatres 
in Radio City. 

Roxy also says the Russians have 
American actors topped in the art 
of makeup. He intends bringing 
over Soviet cosmetic experts for his 
stage performers. 





Vola Vale Back 


Holiywood, Nov. 2. 

After a decade in retirement, Vola 
Vale is back in pictures again in a 
small part in Paramount’s “Tomor- 
row and Tomorrow.’ 

Actress was leading lady for Bill 
Hart, Charlie Ray and others when 
Mary Pickford still wore curls. 





Mary-Doug in N. Y. 


Double missions brought Mary 
Pickford and Douglas Fairbanks 
east. Couple arrived Sunday (1). 

Fairbanks will attend to the 
opening of his travel picture here. 
Film is still unbooked. Miss Pick- 
ford is here to look for a script 
for her next picture. 


POLLOCK ON COAST 
Hollywood, Nov. 2. 

Adolph Pollock, head of Hollywood 
and Peerless independent distribut- 
ing companies, arrived here Satur- 
day for production conference with 
Al Herman and Al Mannon, both re- 
leasing through his outlets. 

Pollock wants to increase his re- 
leases for next season. 


NEIL GETS PAPER 
Hollywood, Nov. 2. 

Columbia has contracted R. Wil- 
liam Neil, director, for a year. His 
first picture on the new paper will 
be ‘The Feathered Serpent,’ Edgar 
Wallace story. 

Neil has been at Columbia week 
to week for six months. 








BENITA HUME FOR RADIO 


Hollywood, Nov. 2. 
Word received here from London 
says that Benita Hume, English ac- 
tress, left yesterday from London, 
starting for Hollywood, 
Miss Hume has a contract with 
Radio Pictures. 





Metro Adds Writers 








It is easy to entertain egotists 
—just sit and listen. 





MR. AND MRS. JACK NORWORTH 
130 West 4ith Street 
New York 


Philip Stuart and Aimee Stuart, as 
a team, have been placed under a 
short term writing contract by 
Metro in New York. Another east- 
ern writer being added to the sce- 
nario ranks is Rudolph Bach, 

In both cases assignments are yet 




















te be determined. 
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WILL MAHONEY 


In Earl Carroll “Vanities.” Hannen 
Swaffer in the London “Daily Her- 
ald” said: “Will Mahoney is the 
most modest artist on the music- 
hall stage. His song, his steps and 
the Mahoneyphone won the enthusi- 
asm of a cold, hard house.” 


Direction 


RALPH G. FARNUM 





Mexicans Start 
Wails Again for 
Par Quiet Payoff 


San Bernardino, Nov. 2. 
A collection of old phonographs 
suddenly made their appearance in 


the Mexican quarter nere when 
Paramount was filming outdoor 
scenes for ‘Skippy’ early this year. 
It took $5 to get each of the owners 
to shut off the phonograph. 

Now Par is in the same quarter 
for scenes in ‘Sooky’ and a sur- 
prising number of Mexican homes 
had been furnished overnight with 
player pianos, one roll for each. 
It took $10 per to stop the boxes 
so the company could have quiet. 

One man started a buzz saw going 
in his backyard and wanted $50 to 
lay off. Somebody discovered the 
man didn’t have a license to run 
one, so the assistant director made 
him quit playing. 

Some of the shanty town inhabi- 
tants were looking for riveting ma- 
chines when Par finished the loca- 
tion stuff. 


CHEVALIER AT $15,000, 
% FOR S. F. AUTO SHOW 


Los Angeles, Nov. 2. 

Maurice Chevalier plays a week at 
the San Francisco aute show again 
this year, starting Jan. 10 at a $15,- 
000 guarantee plus 50% of anything 
above $30,000 gross. 

Chevalier received a straight $20,- 
000 last year. 








Buzzell Won’t Tie Seif 
To Col. for Features 


Hollywood, Nov. 2. 

Deal between Columbia and Ed- 
die Buzzell for the latter to direct 
a feature is held up by Buzzell’s 
desire for a one-picture contract, 
while the studio wants him to sign 
an optional paper. 

Buzzell feels that as long as he 
is out to make features his try-out 
agreement should be for one picture 
only. 





Women’s L.A. Press Party 


Hollywood, Nov. 2. 

Women’s Screen Press Club is 
staging its annual shindig tomorrow 
(3) at the Montmartre for dinner 
with an international tone to its 
guests of honor. Will feature for- 
eign talent as its g. of h., including 
Negri, del Rio, Lebedeff, Lugosi, et 
al, 

Attendance otherwise 
100% hen, with no escoris. 


will be 





NEWSBOY GOES FILM 
Oklahoma City, Nov. 2. 
Bobby Walton, eight - year - old 
newsboy, learned to twirl a lariat, 
then won a roping contest. Now 


Bobby is on his way to Hollywood 
to appear in pictures, 
His father signed a contract with 








a producer of juvenile comedies, 
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3 Directing Teams Replace John Ford 
At Fox—Drawing but Half His Salary 








may also be a 
third feature made by this pair. 





Harry Jolson Hints 
That F. & M. Framed Him 








Nov. 1 (Los Angeles to Honolulu) 











Thanksgiving Eve May 
Be Most Favored for 
Unemployment Benefit 





health, Cooper took a boat for Eu- 
for a 
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TOO MUCH PERSONALITY? Hollywood, Nov. 2, ~~ 
ee eels In conjunction with the dropping 
Or Just What in This Polly Moran-|jof John Ford, director drawing 
Greta Garbo Jam? $3,000 weekly, from the contract list, 
Fox has appointed three new direct. 
Jimmy Savo will replace Polly |/"& teams who will collectively ree 
Moran at Loew’s Metropolitan, ceive less than half of lord's salary, 3 
Brooklyn, week Nov. 7. Polly is out The directorial pairs, all elevated 
nendees. the Geeta Gerdo Gusel from other positions, are Bert See 
Lenox’ (Metro) picture is booked bell, former production manager, 
for the Met that week. Loew fig- and J. M. Kerrigan, actor; Marcel 
ures it would be a clash of picture | V@™"el, writer, and R. L. Hough, ( 
personalities. assistant director; Harold Schuster, 
film editor, and Samuel Godfrey, 
writer, ' 
HE ALIER MACDONALD First assignments are Sebell and 
C V Kerrigan on Tom Gills’ novel, ‘The 
Gay Bandit,’ to feature George \ 
TOP MULTI FILM TEAM O’Brien; Varnel and Hough will do C 
‘First Cabin,’ a Louis J. Vante ¢ 
gia kp story, and Schuster and Godfrey are f 
Hollywood, Nov. 2. listed to handle Mildred Cram’s I 
Running second only to Maurice |‘Seotch Valley.’ What they do with ( 
Chevalier, Paramount now con- /these pictures will determine if the ~ 
siders Jeanette Macdonald the best |sextet retain their directorial] posts. ‘ 
bet for foreign version films. As a Move by Fox apparently marks a q 
combine they are looked upon as one-way ruling for other high-priced { 
the biggest international bet in the | qgirectors on the company’s payroll 
business. to accommodate the economy proe- 
Par bases this deduction not only |gram now in effect. 
on the pulling power of talker ver- What is probably a record number 
sions made with this pair but also | of years service as a director at 
on the business done by the synced | one studio has been ended by John . 
versions and superimposed editions | Ford. The director is leaving Fox t 
in the various languages, after having been there steadily for I 
Among examples pointed to is | 14 years. ‘ 
business done with ‘Love Parade.’ Ford's last for Fox was ‘The Brat,’ 
In China this picture is on its fifth | after which he was loaned to United i 
run, Which will return*more than | Artists for ‘Arrowsmith.’ He had , 
the second run, been slated to do ‘Young America’ J 
Chevalier and Miss Macdonald|as his next for Fox, but terminas I 
will be bracketed in two more to be! tion of the contract didn’t permit L 
done this year, ‘One Hour With | this. New director has not been as- I 
You’ and a remake of ‘The Grand | signed. 
Duchess And the Waiter.” French Financial reasons given for Ford's \ 
versions will be made of both and | leaving Fox. 
synced editions for all other major 
languages. There ‘Ty 





Following a meeting of 1,500 man- Ny 
Los Angeles, Nov. 2. agers at the Hotel Astor, New York, eco 
Harry Jolson, who was not op-| to consider procedure for benefit wee 
tioned as star of Fanchon & Marco’s| Shows the week of Nov. 18-25 for isaeet 
‘Modern Minstrels’ idea, complained | the Hays’ unemployment relief fund, ’ 
to F&M locally by wire that| Chain operators and independents pict 
‘Variety’s’ expose of Dave Seed’s| are to determine on what day and afte 
telegraphic prank seemed to lend|in what shape their shows will be the! 
substantiations to it all. That may- | given. k 
be Seed’s insulting wire was ‘in- In advance of that decision, the me! 
spired’ by F&M, etc. majority of managers favor Thanks- mal 
Jolson complained that besides| giving eve, Wednesday night (24) bee 
the ignominy of not being renewed | at midnight, a time that has been ay 
optionally, F&M seemingly cooper- | determined on in other parts of the ; are 
ated in giving ‘Variety’ full details | country, notably Los Angeles wee 
about Seed’s allegedly insulting} With the big de luxers the extra this 
telegrams to Jolson as heretofore| show is a problem. Where some The 
reported in detail. managers may turn over an extra 
Thus far no word from Seed de- | early morning show to the benefit, 
spite Doc Howe's threats against} while others will put on midnight \ 
the former half of Seed and Austin| shows that are not a part of the ar 
that ‘he would file complaint with | regular policy, with the deluxers it 
the VMPA for allegedly using the | will probably mean the setting aside J. 
Fanchon & Marco name in a spuri- | of one of the regular midnight per- an 
ous telegram. formances. ot 
Tyler Mason replaced Jolson in Loew is getting its stage hands 
Minneapolis in the ‘Merry Minstrels’ | and musicians to donate their ser- M 
F&M idea. vices for the extra shows, with te Wa: 
same probably to apply generally On | 
following the Loew move in that Met 
MARY ASTOR IN ‘SQUADRON’ | airection. ‘ gO 
Hollywood, Nov. 2. — in 
Mary Astor has been selected by ; “ 
Radio to play opposite Richard Dix C N W lk 
in ‘The Lost Squadron.’ ooper s eat a out to I 
Miss Astor is under contract to 
chin staan. Leaves No Par Protest ( 
Hollywood, Nov. 2. 
SAILINGS Gary Cooper’s walkout on the lead Ji 
Dec. 4 (Hongkong to Singapore) | Tele in ‘Miracle Man’ was so neatly whe 
Joe and Fanny Fisher (Yasu Kumi | one that it didn’t cause a rift with Rot 
Maru). Paramount, which was anxious to is 
Nov. 11 (London to New York), | Use the actor in the Tom Meighan ture 
Elissa Landi and mother (Maure- | Character. Fredric March was col- Vv 
tania or Bremen). sidered as replacement but not I, ais 
Nov. 5 (Paris to New York) | picked. 
Charles Gordon, Mrs. Joe Zelli, While Par was cogitating with 
Peggy Joyce (lle de France). Cooper’s doctor over the actors 





Joe and Fanny Fisher, Helen|rope. Studio is now loking H 
Wills Moody and husband (Pres. |new lead for the talker remake. | Uni 
Coolidge). Par wanted Cooper to do the pic? ove! 
Oct. 30 (Capetown to London), | ture before taking his vacation and had 
Jos. Hislop, Carl Tillius, Elsie | the ector was supposed to return die) 
Judge, Elsie Keene, J. Williams, J.| Hollywood after finishing ‘His Rr 
Conyngham, ‘Miss Physical Culture,’ | Woman’ (‘Sal of Singapore’) at the Wit! 
W. Cartrell, Ivy Helder (Kenilworth | New York studio. The medico said 
Castle). it was okay for Cooper's health t0 
Oct. 30 (New York to London),| postpone the vacash. But Coop tT 
Basil Dean (Europa). shipped for Europe and will be aw®y = 
Oct. 23 (Rotterdam to New York) | two months, C, 
seppie de Vries (Statendam). John Wray was borrowed from rae 
Oct. 23 (Capetown to London) | Warners for a part, sup)’ de ] 
Barry Twins, Lloyd Brothere ¢Arun- | Irving Pichel, who goes into © Py 
del Castle). story. Holl 
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BOEHNEL-ARDEN TOP CRITICS 











Film Critics Box Se 
AS OF NOVEMBER 1 
Key to abbreviations: PC (Pictures caught), R (right), W (wrong), 
O (no opinion expressed), PCT (percentage). 
PC. R. W. O. Pct. 
DORIS ARDEN* (Times) ...... “aeen é Lae 65 21 0 754 
CLARK RODENBACH (News) .......-.- 74 50 21 $3 675 
GENEVIEVE HARRIS (Post) .......++52 81 52 24 5& .643 
ROB REELt (American) .......... ‘ » 54 25 7 628 
MAE TINEET (Tribune) .......... incense 89 53 30 6 .596 
CAROL FRINK (Her-Examiner) ......... 88 51 17 20 580 
*Ellen Keene. 
tHazel Flynn. 
¢Frances Kurner. 
(This Score Based on 95 Pictures) 
WILLIAM BOEHNEL (World-Telegram) 93 71 a .764 
BLAND JOHANESON (Mirror) ......... 101 73 28 O 723 
IRENE THIRER (News) ....cccccccces ee jae) aa 121 
JULIA SHAWELL (Graphic) .........0.. 105 70 24 11 .666 
REGINA CREWE (American) .......... - 96 62 29 5 647 
ROSE PELSWICK (Journal) ............ 51 32 13 6 .630 
THORNTON DELEHANTY (Post) ...... 85 53 2 6 .624 
JOHN &. COHEN, JR. (Sum) c.ccccccccce sy] )6 ol 86té‘ BS 3 .610 
RICHARD WATTS, JR. (Her-Trib) ...... 65 36 28 1 .550 
MORDAUNT HALL (Times) ..........., 63 34 10 19 540 
MARGARET TAZELAAR (Her-Trib) .... 2 12 9 2 521 
pe i ee a rr ere Yee 110 85 25 0 779 
(This Score Based on 110 Pictures) 








Thalberg Orders Story 
Department Cut at M-G 


Hollywood, Nov. 2. 

Metro’s continued moves toward 
economy hit the writing force this 
week. Previous policy of keeping 
scribblers on the payroll ‘between 
pictures’ is out, with intention here- 
after to drop the writers as soon as 
their stints are finished. 

First off under the new arrange- 
ment are Sara Y. Mason and Nor- 
man Huston, both of whom have 
been on the writing staff more than 
a year. A dozen or more drop offs 
are expected during the coming 
week. Orders for salary saving in 
this direction come from Irving 
Thalberg. 





McCarthy Rejoining Fox 


J. J. McCarthy returns to Fox in 
an advisory capacity after the first 
of the year. 

McCarthy, veteran 
Was previously with his company 
on the Coast and in the east. When 
McCarthy resigned last spring to 
go abroad for the summer he was 
in charge of material, both script 
and talent, in the east. 

His new position again takes him 
to Hollywood. 


picture man, 





¢ 


Hoxie Wants In 


Hollywood, Nov. 2. 
Jack Hoxie, onetime western star 
who has been trouping with the 
Robbins and 101 circuses four years, 


is back in town to try pic- 
tures again, 
Would promote his own quickie 


company. 


Lloyd’s U.A. Space 


Hollywood, Nov. 2. 





Harold Lloyd has leased space at 
United Artists studio and moves 
over there within the week. Lloyd 


had been on the Metropolitan (in- 
die) lot for years. 

Release of Lloyd pictures remains 
With Paramount. 


Correct Wedding Date 
Holly wood, Nov. 2 


Correct for 


wedding date set 
Constance Bennett and the Marquis | 
de la Falaise is Nov. 22, next. 
Ceremony will be vnerformed in 
Holly ad 


Gumbin’s Answer 


Hollywood, Nov. 2. 
Answering the personal suit of 
May Robson for $27,000 on a two 
picture contract for $30,000, Her- 
man Gumbin, president of Liberty, 


states Miss Robson’s original con- 
tract was with Liberty and not with 
him personally. Further, he points 
out, the contract called for Miss 
Robson's exclusive services, which 
she allegedly violated by making 
some stage appearances. 

Futher argument by Gumbin is 
that there was a clause in the con- 
tract suspending it if productions 
were delayed by anything outside 
of the power of Liberty to control. 
Miss Robson's ‘Mother's Millions,’ 
claims Gumbin, proved no drawing 
power and it was therefore impos- 
sible for him to raise money for 
her next two pictures, 


Mackaill for Nothing 


Hollywood, Nov. 2. 

The Embassy has an_ unofficial 
and unemployed but almost consist- 
ent star attraction in Dorothy Mac- 
kaill ever since the opening Oct. 29 
of Neil Miller. Latter is the FN 
star’s particular bf. this season, 
and while Miss Mackaill was the 








she has been up to the Embassy al- 
most nightly thereafter. 

Miller is a singer, opening with the 
Embassy Trio including Jay Gould, 
Georgie Hickman and Phil Hannen. 


Col. Starts Associates 








Hollywood, Nov. 2. 
First assignments handed to 
James McGuinness’ and Ralph 
Block, new associate producers at 


Columbia, are ‘Zelda Marsh’, Charles 
G. Norris novel for McGuinness, and 


Ursula Parrott’s ‘Love Affair’ for 
Block. 
Dudley Nichols has been engaged 


to dialog and adapt the Norris novel. 
Sarah Y. Mason, who left Metro 
ilast week, will adapt ‘Love Affair’ 


Up on ’31 Shorts 


Paramount winds up its 
| shorts Nov. 15 at Astoria.- 
remain to be made, Johnny 
| doing two and Ethel Merman 
tudy Vallee one each. 

Shorts production at the Long Is- 
land lot will be resumed around 
| April 1. 





1931 
Four 
Burke 
and 





official ‘guest star’ at the opening, | 


LEAD W. Y CH 
PRAUPS JUNE-NOP 


‘Telegram’ Reviewer, at 
-764, One of Few Men to 
Blaze Trail—Former 
Leaders Stay in Front— 
Miss Arden, Chi ‘Times,’ 
Rates at .754 


HIGHER RATINGS 


For the first lap of the fifth sea- 
son of Variety’s compilation of film 
critic scores, from June 1 to Nov. 1, 
Doris Arden, Chicago ‘Times,’ and 
Willian Boehnel, New York ‘World- 
Telegram,’ lead the field, repeating 
the positions they held for the en- 
tire previous year to last May. 

Boehnel is one of the few mas- 
culine reviewers to ever head the 
procession, and is the only writer 
among the leaders whose estimates 
of screen values are not fixed in his 
column by the ‘star’ system, a de- 
vice which appears to give the fol- 
lowers of that method an edge. 

Both in Chicago and New York 
the first four places are slightly 
changed, but the same writers are 
placed close to the order of the last 
all-season rating, the widest varia- 
tion being Mae Tinee, Chicago ‘Trib- 
une,’ who falls back from No. 2 in 
her group to No. 5, next to last, 
while Clark Rodenbach, Chicago 
‘News,’ moves up from No. 5 to No. 
9 

In the New York rating Julia 
Shawell, ‘Graphic’ advances from 
ninth place in the summary of last 
May, covering the whole season, to 
No. 5 for the early period of the 
new season, while John S. Cohen, 
Jr., ‘Sun,’ drops back three posi- 
tions from No. 5 to No. 8. 

Few Changes 

Paralleling the new compilation 
and that of last spring, it appears 
that most of the relationships re- 

(Continued on page 6) 





Feature Slump Leaves 
Its Mark on Extras 


Hollywood, Nov. 2, 

Features in production stayed 
under the 30 mark last week. Ex- 
tras did not do so well, either, with 
the daily average 765 working. 
While this is above the average for 
most of this year, it was the lowest 
week of September and October. 

Feature production may climb 
back to 40 this week, as 17 pictures 
are on the studio schedules for 
starting. 

Tuesday was a good day for the 
mob, 1,048 of them drawing pay- 
checks, Largest set that day and 
the day before was 155 Chinese 
called out for Von Sternberg's 
‘Shanghai Express.’ Biggest set 
Wednesday and Thursday was 125 
used by Al Green at the depot of 
‘Union Depot.’ 





Novello Doubling 


Hollywood, Nov. 2. 

Ivor Novello, long with Metro, 
lingers there but under a new con- 
tract. He will hereafter perform as 
an actor and a writer. 

‘The Truth Game,’ which he co- 
authored, has been purchased by 
Metro and will be done as a Rob- 
ert Montgomery starrer. 


RETAIN REISNER 
Hollywood, Nov. 2. 
Option under Charles F. Reisner’s 
contract with Metro, soon up, is be- 
ing exercised by the studio. 











New terms will be for one year 
from Nov. 25. 


Drawl on Loan 





| Hollywood, Nov. 2 
Grady Sutton, southern 
| Roach’'s Iriend’ 
; on loan to Paramount. 
Par wants drawl in 
Hangs High 


bOv series 


tiat ‘Goose 


boy in|} 


will go | 





Fouity Says Picture and Bway 
Actors Are Both Overpaid From 
$100 Weekly to Mansion and Pool 





U. A. Resumes April 1 


Hollywood, Nov. 2. 

United Artists’ studio is due to re- 
open and resume production around 
April 1 with the next Eddie Cantor 
picture. 

Samuel Goldwyn goes east imme- 
diately after the Academy dinner 
Nov. 19. 


PAR. LAUNCHES 
NEW SYSTEM 
ON MATERIAL 


Departmental wheel, of which D. 
A. Doran is the hub, with spokes 
representing 





sub-executives who 
are responsible directly to him for 
coverage of assigned talent-story 
and with Paramount's 


department 


channels, 


production holding 


Doran to account for everything in 
the material-artist line, became 
effective yesterday (Monday). With 
it Doran brought in Merritt Hul- 
burd, associate editor of ‘Saturday 
Evening Post’ and made other as- 
signments in lining up his depart- 
ment, 

Hulburd will be Doran's official 
assistant, taking on contact with 
writers but more specifically will 
devote his time to development of 
material and scenarists. 

Catherine Swan has been placed 
in charge of contact with legit and 
its actors, meaning she will be Par’s 
official play reviewer. Maurice Han- 
line, former associate editor for 
Horace L, Liveright, takes on cov- 
erage of all publishers and will be 
held responsible for everything in 
that field. Richard Halliday, for- 
merly with ‘Liberty,’ becomes Par’s 
direct contact with talent and story 
agencies. 

Each of these members ‘will report 
daily to Doran, and twice weekly 
Doran will report to the Par edi- 
torial board, of which A. M. Botsford 
is chairman. The board is to meet 
daily with Jesse L. Lasky, Harry 
Goetz and Emanuel Cohen, whom it 
must finally sell on all deals. 

The setup under Doran, as spe- 
cifically distinct from the editorial 
board, has been discussed within 
Par for several weeks prior to being 
officially set in motion. 





Elissa Landi Returning 


London, Nov. 2. 
Elissa Landi has a cable saying 
Fox has a good story ready for her 


and want her back on the lot 
pronto. 
Miss Landi and her mother sail 


Nov. 11. 


MORE BERLIN TIME 
serlin, Oct. 26. 

The Scala concern which hada 
booking arrangement with the Ufa 
as well as important New York, 
London and Paris variety shows, 
has enlarged this by an agreement 
with the largest Italian variety 
theatre, Odeon in Milan. 

As the first result, the 22 Ingenues 





were obtained for the Odeon. 
The Scala-Natlona1 at Copen- 
hagen has also been included in 


| time controlled by Scala. 


NIBBLING ON ‘CAT’ 





Metro and Fox are considerinzg 
the Jerome Kern-Otto Harbach | 
musical, ‘Cat and the Fiddle,’ now 
current at the Globe. 


Max Gordon is the producer of the 


oper etta 


| 


| 


Equity believes the day of reckon- 
ing for show business, legitimate as 
well as films, is close at hand. Con- 
ceding that Hollywood right now 
will be successful in levelling film 
salaries to the Broadway basis, 


“quity believes that Broadway 
should do some standardizing of its 
own, 


Bargaining for actors among pro- 
ducers is as prevalent in the East 
as in the West, the only difference 
being that east they move in hun- 
dreds while on the Coast it has been 
thousands. 

Blaming the epidemic of sophis- 
ticated plays largely for the current 
slump in legit, Equity sees Broad- 
way as no immediate haven for 
actors on the Coast after Holly- 
wood gets its paring underway. Un- 
til the theatre goes back to the 
fanciful and gets away from the 
real it will realize none of its former 
power. In fact, Equityites add, 
Broadway should design its play 
material along the same lines ob- 
served by film producers who cater 
to the masses nationally. 

High salaries, induced by pro- 
ducer bidding, has distorted the 
perspective of the average actor, it 
is conceded by Equity. Happy at 
$100 a week he suddenly finds him- 
self getting $500 after accepting 
various quick offers in his native 
field. Then the film producer steps 
in and before he realizes it the 
same actor is the owner of a Holly- 
wood palace, swimming pool and 
the usual accessories. All of which, 
reminds Equity, is no fault of the 


actor but economically unsound 
practice in both fields of enter- 
tainment. Competitive bidding for 


services, Equityites analyze it, finds 
Broadway today paying an actor 
five times what he himself figured 
he was worth, and Hollywood mul- 
tiplying that same calculation by 
five and even 10. 
Mad on Salaries 

Hollywood, in the opinion of 

E.quity, has gone mad on the acting 
(Continued on page 6) 


U’s Bow Offer 


Hollywood, Nov. 2. 

Clara Bow is being sought by 
Universal for the lead in ‘Winnie 
O’Wynn and the Wolves.’ Adapta- 
tion is being made with the red- 
headed ranch girl in mind, 

Report is U wants to take the 
star on loan from Sam Rork, who 
has a picture to make with her, 
thus giving Rork some operating 
expenses. U previously wanted Bow 
for the lead in ‘Impatient Maiden.’ 
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Universal City, Nov. 2. 
Mix's 
for 


Tom 
westerns 


ultimatum on his 
Universal is: No 
drinking, no smoking, no gun-pull- 
ing. 

This monkey-wrench thrown into 
the Universal scenario works has 
the intended start this week on the 


Mix series stopped until 100% pure 
stories are located. 

‘Destry Rides Again’ was the 
scheduled starter, and still is, after 
the script is thoroughly gone over 
with artgum. 

Mix’s attitude is that all he is 
in pictures he owes to the kids, and 
he won’t lead ’em astray. 

Another reported Mix protest is 
on directors. All those proposed 
were Laemmle nephews — Edward 
Laemmle, William Wyler, and 
Ernst Laemmle. 

Mix now has rung in a relative 
of his own to work on a synthetic- 
ally pure western — Gene Forde, 
ex-brother-in-law. 





Hollywood, Oct. 28. 

Tom Mix, who is back in Holly- 
wood in talkers, has changed some 
since he was the big star of the 
silents, but he’s still a cowboy and 
a darned good one. 

Mix’s first duties at Universal are 
to talk to the fan mag chatterers. 
And he’s poor copy. His three years 
with the circus have changed him. 
No longer does he talk about Tom 
Mix, at one time his favorite sub- 
ject. Coming in contact with differ- 
ent people throughout the country, 
he has formed decided opinions on 
several things, none interesting to 
the fan magazines. 


Rabid on Pensions 


Mix is rabid on old age pensions. 
He quotes figures on what it costs 
to keep one man in the poor house. 
Timely if morbid. It’s $230 per 
month. An old age pension con- 
trolled by each state would cut this 
to $75 per month and eliminate the 
poor house. 

‘Why should a man or woman 
who has given a life to the city and 
state and later, through no self-fault 
becomes penniless—why must such 
a person lie down and die or become 
subject of charity?’ That’s one of 
Mix’s speeches and he and William 
Gibhs MacAdoo have spent some 
time %n the pension question. Mix 
quotes MacAdoo more often than 
himself. 

He also has something to say 
about lowering the legal age for 
voting. ‘A kid who can go to war 
at 18 should be able to vote. Also, 
between the ages of 18 and 21, the 
mental formative period, he be- 
comes lax in his civic duties and 
laughs at voting.’ 


Voting Indifference 


‘Don’t get me wrong on that vot- 
ing business, says Mix. I'm no 
fanatic, but the picture business 
controls about 170,000 votes in Los 
Angeles. Censorship is coming up 
pretty soon and any business which 
controls that number of votes 
should be able to swing a bill. But 
picture people don’t think that far 
ahead. Right now, with their dis- 
regard of voting and their belief 
that every guy who goes to the 
polls is a chump, they couldn't elect 
a sheriff.’ 

‘It seems kind of funny around 
these studios after three years with 
a trick. On the circus every time 
a man walked around the lot he was 
going somewhere to do something. 
His walking was part of his job. 
Here it’s different. I wonder if half 
of the men in studios know why 
they’re on the payrolls. 

Getting off his pet subjects for a 
minute, Mix spoke of pictures. 

‘These pictures I’m going to make 
must be different from the old ones. 
I'll have to get a gun that needs re- 
loading now and then. If I could 


use that old gun I had at Fox—the 


six-shooter that never needed re- 


loading—I could have won the war 


single handed.’ 
Silversmith 


‘Hobbies? 
The time when [ do what 


around with something I like. I’m 
not a bad silversmith. I get Mexi- 
can silver pieces and make spurs 
and things like that out of them. 
But I got something elise on my 
mind now. I'm training a liberty 
horse act. I’ve got 15 horses in it 
and they're coming along all right.’ 

All of which is a blow to the 


Strange Land of Wasted 
Energy to New Tom Mix of the Circus 


By George McCall 


+ 


Sure I got hobbies. 
little 
thinking I do is when I’m fooling 
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Time Clock for P. A’s 





Members of the _ publicity 
staff of Radio Pictures have 
been advised by Frank O’Heron, 
the efficiency man of that RKO 
subsidiary, that they must be 
in their office every morning 
by 9. That’s 9, not 9:01, said 
O’Heron. 

Penalty of disobedience is 
fire, according to the instance 
of Sam Warshawsky, of the 
same office. Warshawsky was 
fired by O’Heron a couple of 
weeks ago. 

He had muffed the 9 o'clock 
bell a couple of times. 


PAR. SOLICITING 
YARNS FROM 














“wicks 


PERPETUAL MOTION 
A body in motion tends to stay 
in motion, a body at rest tends to 
stay at rest. When we are in mo- 
tion there is no stopping us, and 
we never rest. 


YORK and KING 


Direction: LEE STEWART 





Alperson Will Make 
WB Salesmen the Big 








NEWSMEN 


Not only is Paramount scanning 
the daily newspapers for 
plots in news stories, but on the 


possible 


premise that every newspaperman 
has a story under his belt, this film 
company is definitely embarked on 
a policy of contacting the various 
city desks and editorial staffs as a 
source of story supply. 


Thus far the plan has progressed 
only in New York where the city 
desks of all dailies were assured by 
the Paramount story department of 
fast answers on material and cour- 
tesy. These ‘wo angles are an en- 
deavor to pull the news men over 
to film writing. 

Paramount’s idea is to extend the 
plan gradually to nearly all the 
dailies in the country. 





When a Picture Becomes 
Indecent—Shown for B.O. 


Albany, N. Y., Nov. 2. 
The love life of one cell animals, 
snails and spiders cannot be re- 
corded by the commercial camera, 
the state department of education 
has ruled in connection with the 
film ‘The Mystery of Life, by 
Clarence Darrow, criminal lawyer 
The decision, which upholds a pre- 
vious ruling by Dr. Joseph T. Win- 
gate, head of division of picture 
censorship, was made by Dr. Har- 
lan T. Horner, assistant commis- 
sioner of education on an appeal by 
counsel for the owners of the film. 
In every instance except one, Dr. 
Horner sustained Dr. Wingate in 
his decision. 
The one point which Dr. Horner 
overruled Dr. Wingate was the de- 
letion of scenes of naked babies. 
Accompanying his decision in de- 
leting the film, Dr. Wingate made it 
clear that the theory of evolution 
was not involved in the action of 
the censors. Counsel for the owners 
of the film had objected to the 
elimination of highly magnified 
photographs showing the union of 
single microscopic cells. The pic- 
ture was exhibited twice for the 
benefit of Dr. Horner. 

“What constitutes decency in the 
so-called talking picture in a place 
of general public amusement open 
to both sexes and to all ages may be 
vastly different from what cov- 
stitutes decency before a restricted 
audience brought together for sci- 
entific or educational purposes,” Dr. 
Horner said, 

‘In this case, the presentation of 
such views taken in connection with 
the explanation of them in a public 
moving picture house before a 
mixed audience wholly unrestricted, 
constitutes indecency.’ 





chatterers. They can’t make any- 
thing out of it. Mix won't talk 
about pictures other than to say 
he’s glad to get back, and what 
chatterer could sell a story of Mix’s 
opinions on pensions, voting and 





liberty horses? 


Men for Film Sales 


Local autonomy is the policy E. 


| Alperson is introducing in the War- 


ner organization as its general sales 
manager. This means, according to 
Alperson, that authority will be 
vested in every man proving com- 
petency to sign, seal and deliver a 
contract with an exhibitor. 


Alperson is carrying out the first 
part of his belief that no exhibitor 
or circuit will be important enough 
to reach over the head of the terri- 
torial branch manager directly to 
the home office for a favor. He had 
a chance to demonstrate it the first 
day in the job when he told a biz 
midwesterner to go home and get 
the b.m. to do all of the talking with 
the h.m. 

Full authority is given to Andy 
Smith to supervise all eastern sales 
and to Grad Sears for the same post 
in the west. Smith succeeds Claude 
Ezell, who resigned last week. 
Creation of district managerships 
for the Warner organization is an- 
other Alperson move. Three such 
posts have been established with 
Carl Lesserman, Fred Jack and N. 
H. Brower appointed. 

Although, more or less, all new 
film execs pledge an alleviating 
hand to the indies, Alperson prom- 
ises something. 


Duty for Indies 


When two indies in the same 
county are playing the same pic- 
tures, and only one is succeeding, 
it will be the duty of the contacting 
salesman to try and tell the one 
flopping why he is flopping. 

Alperson is going to try to rid 
the salesman of that inferiority 
complex when he reaches the big 
city. Says he: 

“Seven years ago I was a sales- 
man. I know what it is to be made 
to feel like a punk and I want every 
Warner salesman from now on to 
know that he is just as important to 
this organization as I am.” 


‘SCARFACE’ AT RIVOLI, 
OKAYED BY MULROONEY 


Howard Hughes’ ‘Scarface’ talk- 
er will follow ‘Age for Love’ into 
the Rivoli, New York. 

The picture, released by United 
Artists, starts with a written 
recommendation of Police Commis- 
sioner Mulrooney of New York. It 
will be employed as a foreward to 
the film. 

Hughes-U.A. ‘Age for Love’ opens 
Nov. 11 or 12. 











Silver Stays East 


Moe Silver succeeds to E. L. 
Alperson’s former Warner post of 
assistant general manager of the- 
atres under Dan Michalove, head 
operator of the circuit. 

Silver has been in charge of WB 
coast houses but will now remain 
in the east. 





Mrs. Lynn Farnol’s Operation 


Mrs. Lynn Farnol will undergo 
a minor operation in New York 
this week. 

Nothing serious. 








Par Takes 6 FN’S 
For Plaza, London 


London, Nov. 2. 
Paramount has completed a deal 
with First National for six pictures 


of the FN brand to go into the 
Plaza, Pictures will be used to 
bolster programs. 


Move had to be made because 
Paramount practically must double 
feature at the Plaza for b.o. pur- 
poses and has insufficient product 
of its own. 


WARN AGAINST 
FALSE ECONOMY 





Ill advised economies, especially 
in production, should under no cir- 
cumstances be practiced in the film 
industry. Neutral picture authori- 
ties are warning companies against 
too hasty saving on the picture 
making end. The economies prac- 
ticed should be ‘invisible’ to the 
average picture audience it is 
pointed out. Obvious cheating in 
production is described as: Cheap 
or old sets; backdrops instead of 
real background; use of a name 
player in the billing when the same 
may be only worked in for a few 
minutes of the running time for ex- 
ploitation purposes; poor minia- 
tures, or minatures of any kind 
when it is within the budget to get 
the genuine. 


Expect 6 Million 
From Average 59c 
Tap on Relief Week 


Filmdom looks forward to realiz- 
ing $6,000,000 for national unem- 
ploment relief through its week of 
gratis shows throughout the coun- 
try Nov. 18-25. Independent of this 
fund, some executives are also writ- 
ing personal checks for local funds. 

It is figured that many theatres 
will raise their admissions for the 
special unemployment show and 
that the average ticket will sell for 
50 cents. 

This week copies of the special 
press book and advertising acces- 
sories are being sent to exhibitors. 
The book, 16 pages in contents, is 
being issued in 20,000 copies. There 
are 90,000 posters and one sheets 
and 1,500 24 sheets. 


NEW HUDSON BRIDGE 
MAY BRING THEATRES 


Opening of the new George Wash- 
ington bridge connecting New York, 
at 181st street, with New Jersey, is 
expected to boom the upper Wash- 
ington Heights and Dyckman sec- 
tionh in a theatre way. Showmen, 
cognizant of the heavy traffic that 
will flow through the uptown sec- 
tion, are suddenly awakened to its 
possibilities. 

Loew's 175th Street, deluxer, built 
less than two years ago and in 
straight pictures, may add _ stage 
shows partially as a result of the 
bridge thing. That upper New York 
will attract Jerseyites to the other 
side of the Hudson, seems a certain- 
ty. 

Between RKO’s Coliseum and 
Fox’s Audubon, both with vaude, 
Loew's 175th Street has had to de- 
pend strictly on its pictures. Loew 
has another house, the Rio, at 157th 
street, which must live or die on the 
strength of talker product. 

The Washington Heights and 
Dyckman sections, heavily popula- 
ted and within the past five years 
extensively developed, are actually 
under-theatred. This odd condition 
for any part of Greater New York, 
combined with the opening of the 
bridge, is believed in some quarters 
as likely to bring about theatre 
construction. 

In addition to 














the half dozen 
chain houses in the uptown west 
side sections, there are no more 
than a dozen independents, mostly 
in the C class. 





Par's New Deal with Authors Calls 
For Full Payment Only If Script Ok’d 


Paramount's new slant on secur- 
ing story material is for but par. 
tial payment to the author upon 


signing of contracts. Complete 
payment is dependent upon accept- 
ance of the final script. Paramount 
has secured 12 writers to work in 
the east within the past month on 
this formula. 


The dozen include Gladys Ungar, 
Bruce Gould, Beatrice Blackmar, 
Sheridan Gibney, Russell Medcraft, 
Corey Ford, Dashiell Hammett, 
Gene Fowler, Arthur’ Richman, 
Sada Cowan and Maxwell Anderson, 
joined last week. 


Less Technical Worries 


None of these writers named will 
receive full amounts stipulated by 
contract until their yarns are given 
the final okay. If agreed, the writer 
first prepares brief story outline. 
The latter being approved, it is then 
rewritten into what is called a 
long-short story form with me 
dialog. This means, for the authors, 
an elimination of technical worries. 

It is pointed out that under this 
system the same $10,000 or more 
that a studio would spend in buying 
a play or a novel can be used in 
hiring authors the new way. It 
also means that chances of com- 
plete shelving with time wasted, are 
minimized. 


It also will mean an end to 
authors drawing salary while 
loafing. 





Hughes Ready to 
Sell Multicolor; 








Money Tied Up 


Hollywood, Nov. 2. 
lab was reported for 
week, Howard Hughes 


Multicolor 
sale last 


ready to sacrifice the $1,500,000 in- 


vestment to carry on his other ac- 
tivities until returns start on the 
four pictures in which he now has 
heavy funds tied up. 

Efforts to raise a loan so far are 
unsuccessful, one proposition by 
Phil Goldstone being turned down 
last week. 

The lab itself is in for complete 
reorganization if it is not sold. Em- 
ployes got a 20-to-25% pay slash 
last week, the staff having been al- 
ready cut in half. 

Among laboratory men conferring 
with Hughes, Frank Garbutt, jr. 
formerly in charge ef Paramount, 
lab, will probably be in on the deal” 
finally consummated. 


Davidge Going In 


At this time it looks most likely 
that Roy C. Davidge will join with 
the present Multicolor company and 
take over the latter's $1,500,000. 
plant. Davidge has been in business. 
several years, with a laboratory on, 
Santa Monica boulevard which is 
currently too small for his business. 

Under the terms now in negotia- 
tion, Davidge’s interests and those 
of the Multicolor company would be, 
merged with Davidge and John Jas- 
per, financial partner of the latter, 
in control of the lab business. 

If put through Davidge would, 
abandon his present location and, 
conduct his present business and 
that of Multicolor in the new, 
Hughes’ lab. Color end of the busi- 
ness would then virtually get the 
go-by until conditions change. 

Hughes was set to leave here Fri-; 
day (30) for New York, but posts 
poned his eastern visit until present 
difficulties are ironed out. 

Should the Davidge deal fall 
through contracts already drawn up 
that would give Frank Garbutt, Jr 
control of the lab business, will be 
signed. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Phil Rosen. 

Dennis F.. O’Brien. 

Paul O’Brien, 

Richard Arlen, 

yeorge Frank. 

Don Gilman. 

Wm. (stage) Boyd. 

Ralph 8S. Harris. 

Dudley Nichols. 

Arthur Kober. 

Bennie Ziedman. 
Miriam Douglas (Mrs. Al Roge'!)- 
Basil Rathbone. 

Fanchon. 

Alice Goodwin. 











ra 





tior 
tow 





o Sing 
pas 


of t 
tha 





| QUICKER RELE 


. og 


le 


rt 
ul’ 














Tuesiay, November 3, 1931 





PICT@ReES 

















VARIETY 5 








ASE DATES 








- 


No Personnel Changes Looked for 
in Par-Pub Through Chicago Group 


Although generally believed to 
bear immediate effect on the politi- 
cal setup of Paramount-Publix per- 
sonnel, the addition of John Hertz, 
William Wrigley, Jr., and Albert 
Lasker to that company's board 
was not a privately maneuvered 
move. The contrary angle is that 
this group strengthens the position 
of the present Zukor management. 

Negotiations or arrangements to 
bring the trio in was started some 
months ago with the big angle at 
the time being to bring in finan- 
cially independent minds as active 
advisors into the Paramount or- 
ganization. The three men, part of 
the original financial setup of the 
Balaban & Katz organization and 
still large stockholders in Para- 
mount were figured as such. 

Among the political moves in- 
volved was figuring replacements 
on the Par board if and when the 
three Chicagoites entered. This 
was fixed by having William Eng- 
lish elevated to the chairmanship 
of the Par board of directors, leav- 
ing the post of chairman of the 
finance committee open for John 
Hertz. Latter’s entrance into Par 
is handed as a strictly downtown 
move with Zukor in a turn to 
strengthen the Par board outlook 
which up to the present included 
many of the company’s employes 
and relatives of the higherups. 

From another angle shunting of 
the three men into active direction 
of policies of Par marks the sec- 
ond big trend from the mid-western 
city of that town’s citizens be- 
coming strong connections in the 
film biz. Previously it was with 
Fox Film through ascendency of 
Harley L. Clarke to the presidency 
of that company. 

No Big Blocks 


It is handed authoritatively that 
while the Chicago trio may have 
purchased some Par stock in the 
open market they did not buy any- 
thing like blocks of stock and stand 
far from the Broadway conception 
of control of Par or its policies. 
Whey are also reported as bringing 
in no new capital, but rather to be 
actively engaged in guiding the 
financial outlays of Par and with 
consent of Kuhn, Loeb & Co., Par 
bankers. The placing of the three 
men on the Par board is aimed to 
have no direct effect or immediate 
turn on the destines of anyone in 
Par except the company as a whole, 
it is claimed. Hertz is known to 
have been long a friend of Sam 
Katz, Publix chieftain, but in the 
Capacity of chairman of the Par 
finance board, Hertz will play no 
favorites with the personnel make- 
up of Par. Which may or may not 
Bay Par's control stays as is. 

Among stock holdings held by the 
entire Hertz group may be shares 
handed by Par for purchase of the 
tull interest of Balaban & Katz 
under a guaranty to buy back. Some 
of this is known to be outstanding 
with the Hertz folks. The buy back 
Proposition is at $80 and similar as 
With other deals which Par had 
made within the last two years. 

Lasker formerly was head of the 
U. S. Shipping Board besides one 
of the leading advertising men in 
the country. His ad agency is Lord 
& Logan & Grant. Wrigley has di- 
Verse interests which runs from 
chewing Sum manufacture to own- 
ing Catalina Island. Hertz is the 
founder. of the Yellow Cab Com- 
Pany, long identified with the auto- 
motive industry and a director of 
the General Motors Corp. 


Quebec Hasn’t Shelved a 
Yank Film in 6 Months 


4 
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Milestone Goes U.A. 


Lewis Milestone has entered into 
@ contract with United Artists. 
It is not a renewal with Howard 
Hughes. This sets definitely at 
rest the possibilities of Milestone 
joining Radio with David Selznick. 

Milestone is now in New York. De- 
tails of the deal reported to have 
been closed yesterday (Monday) 
are not known. 





Loeb May Take 
Stand This Week 
In Wm. Fox Sut 


William Fox lawycrs have the op- 
portunity to examine Jacob W. Loeb 
this week as_ the latter’s. suit 
against the former film man is 
heard in the N. Y. Supreme Court. 
Loeb, who formerly headed the 
vaude booking end for Fox's in- 
terests, claims a 15 percent partner- 
ship interest in the latter’s holdings, 
sold to present controlling owners 
of Fox Film. 

Meantime, William Fox has en- 
tered suit against Loeb in Nassau 
County Court claiming $600,000 due 
from the former booker on certain 
stock loans. This is the difference 
between the quoted cost of 28,000 
shares of Fox Theatres stock and 
the $25 per share which Fox paid 
Loeb under some alleged lending 
proposition back in April or May 





2, 1930. 

Fox Angle 
The Fox angle is that Loeb 
was to reclaim and _ repurchase 


the stock for the full amount re- 
ceived from Fox on Dec. 31, 1930, 
but failed to do so. When the al- 
leged stock deal was made, Fox 
Theatres was selling on the Curb at 
$6 per share. The deal is supposed 
to have been made shortly after 
Fox concluded his sale of interests 
to the present owners of the Fox 
properties. 

Loeb, in suing on the 15 percent 
partnership claim, is given as fig- 
uring to collect some of the $18,- 
000,000 selling price which Fox got 
from the Harley Clarke-Chase Bank 
interests. The partnership arrange- 
ment is alleged by Loeb to date 
back to 1913. While it is admitted, 
and also is a matter of record, that 
Loeb held a 15 percent interest in 
certain Fox theatres, and which in- 
terest he bought, these did not cover 
more than three or four houses. 





See Par Advertising to 
L-T-L from Hanff-Metzger 


Lord, Thomas and Logan, will 
very likely succeed Hanff-Metzger 
as the national advertising medium 
for Paramount-Publix. Move is re- 
garded as obvious with Lasker, 
head of L-T-L, joining the Para- 
mount directorate. 

Hanff-Metzger has been handling 
the Paramount 
around 10 years. 


Pettijohn on Stand 


Only person to take the stand and 
testify in the film industry side in 
the suit being brought against it 
by A. B. Momand, exhibit will be by 





Charles Pettijohn. Latter leaves for 
Oklahoma City Nov. 9 where con- 
spiracy charges will be heard in 


| Federal Court. 


Quebec, Novy. 2. 
Acknowledged to bear the 


. reputa- | 
tion of the world’s most censored | 
town, this city hasn't shelved a | 
Single American picture during the | 
Past six months. 

usdec, as well, is the only part 
Of the civil world which has adopted | 


the Ilays Production Code in toto.’ 





Fox B’way Offices Move 


778 Broadway, 
the story and talent de-| 


Fox's offices at 1 
used for 


|pariment for some time, are mov- | 


ing this week 
They will double into 
offie mn 10t! 


the general! 


advertising for 





| tried to make a deal, but 


avenue, it 


DELIV. BETWEEN 
sTUDIO-SCREEN 


es 


Public Fancy Can and Has 
Changed in Time Prior to 
Release — Aid to Fast 
Money Turnover 


CENSORS A FACTOR 





Many future features are to have 
their release dates quickened by at 


least five months. Quicker turnover 


of money is one reason, but the ma- 
jor purpose is the admission that 
the industry cannot forsee public 
opinion six months ahead. 

Behind the move to place cycle 
pictures, or those in vogue and hav- 
ing to do with current events, on 
the screens of the country as soon 
as possible is that what the public 
likes today it may ignore tomorrow. 
That changing weather vane means 
considerable money to the industry 
in Neu of the long wait between pro- 
duction and national projection. 

Purpose of the Hays code is also 
partly thwarted by this delay. This 
is brought about by the censors 
sharpening their shears movement 
to public likes and dislikes. On that 
very premise, it is declared, what is 
deemed moral now may be immoral 
tomorrow, and what is okayed on 
the political angles today may get 
the downward thumb a month or so 
later. 

New York’s Seven 

What precipitated the quick re- 
lease trend more than anything else 
was the recent order by the New 
York State’s censor board that seven 
features be shelved in toto. This 
number is more for its period than 
any other in the history of New 
York censorship, it is stated. Of the 
seven only two actually have to do 
with gangsters, but in the other five 
there is a crime vein. 

Instance of the evil of protraction 
from studio to theatre is held up as 
most illuminating in this New York 
action. All of the pictures ordered 
shelved were in production at a time 
when censors were favoring that 
type of material. Hays codists then 
carefully coded all seven and passed 
them as okay for public as well as 
censor perusal, 

At the same time the Code, itself, 
is described as becoming more 
elastic and inclining toward immedi- 
ate public opinion. However, funda- 
mentally it is claimed to remain the 
same. 


Academy Speeches Go 
On Air in Hookup 


Speeches made at the Academy of 
Motion Picture Arts and Sciences 
in Los Angeles, night of Nov. 10, 
will be broadcast through a na- 
tional radio hook-up. 
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Radio-Pathe Merger Decision 
Unsettles Coast Crowd’s Morale 





Tiffany’s Future 


Hollywood, Nov. 2. 

Tiffany hasn’t decided yet whether 
it will continue turning out pictures 
after Dec. 25, when its present pro- 
gram is completed. 

Sam Bischoff, production head, 
has three to finish in ‘Hotel Conti- 
nental,’ starting Wednesday (4); 
‘Gentlemen of the Evening,’ Nov. 18, 
and ‘Wound Stripes,’ Dec. 10. 

Bischoff has a five-picture con- 
tract. He has already made ‘Left 
Over Ladies’ and ‘X Marks the 
Spot.’ 


DICK ROWLAND 
AS FOX-CHASE 
LIAISON 


Hollywood, Nov. 2. 

Reported that the Chase bank will 
place a liaison representative in the 
Fox studio to supervise budgets and 
production costs, with Dick Row- 
land mentioned for the berth. 

Understanding is that Winfield 
Sheehan has agreed to maintain a 
$200,000-$225,000 production budget 
average, assuring the Fox bankers 
that worth while program product 
can be turned out at that figure. 

Rowland, now east, may return 
shortly. 

Meantime, Ralph S. Harris, of 
Hughes, Schurman & Dwight, gen- 
eral counsel for all the Fox com- 
panies, has returned to New York 
after looking over the Fox studio 
legal layout which was headed by 
Alfred T. Wright. Latter will re- 
sign, with the Fox legal staff ope- 
rating locally under orders from the 
Hughes firm out of New York. 

Fox directors have been advised 
to trim everything and keep pro- 
duction costs down. ‘Bad Girl,’ 
with its under-$200,000 budget, was 
cited a good example of smash b.o. 
strength at minimum investment, 


Accused of Dog Ad 


. Syracuse, N. Y., Nov. 2. 
With advertising presumably 
banned from films by agreement of 
major producers, RKO-Pathe'’s 
‘Consolation Marriage’ is under edi- 
torial fire here this week because of 
the inclusion of an unmistakable 
plug for Pratt’s dog product. 
Picture, at Keith’s, has a dog 
show sequence which has all the 
earmarks of having been planted 
to permit a huge Pratt banner to 
catch and hold the camera’s eye. 














Hard-to-Get World's Fair Okays 


Fanchon and 


Marco—Precedent 





Chicago, Nov. 2. 

After turning down every pub- 
licity stunt and plug offered in con- 
nection with Chicago’s world’s fair 
in '33 the Century of Progress com- 
mittee okayed a tieup between Fan- 
chon & Marco, Balaban & Katz and 
the Chicago American. F&M has 
permission to put out a ‘World's 
Fair’ Idea with 16 chorus girls and 
three principal acts to be recruited 
locally in an amateur contest. 

Fair committee has said no to 
every stunt professional or other- 
wise up to now. tecently NBC 





nothing | 
Other promotions proffered | 
committee had strings at- | 


tloing. 
» the 


tached to them inasmuch as the 
promoters tried to get the fair peo- 
ple to finance. 

In putting over the F&M deal 
Herman Black, publisher of the 
American, was most instrumental 
through his being on the fair com- 
mittee. B&K angle is throuch its 
playing the F&M stage shows. 

F&M has guaranteed the oppor- 
tunity contest winners a 40-week 
tour with a starting trip to Holly- 
wood, where the unit will be pro- 


duced. Minimum salaries for the 
girls wiil be $40 a week each, whil 
the principals will receive $100 a 
week, whether singers, dancers o 


;musiciian 


+ 





Hollywood, Nov. 2. 


Studio morale at Radio and Pathe 
is now unsettled due to the impend- 
ing combination of the two plants. 
Everybody is worried over their 
jobs. 

Mental upset followed formal 
Radio confirmation of the merger 
with the entire personnel now an- 
ticipating a minimizing of man 
power. 

Pathe offices will move to the Radio 
lot within four to six weeks when 
five pictures, now in production at 
Pathe, will be completed. No new 
features will be started over there. 

A committee of five will act on 
matters affecting both studios, this 
executive quintet consisting of Selz- 
nick, Schnitzer, Rogers, LeBaron 
and Harry Joe Brown. The various 
departments are expected to be 
merged a short time after Pathe 
reaches the Radio studio when the 
question of who stays and who goes 
will be decided. 

All Radio executives and associ- 
ate producers, except William Le- 
baron, received contract cancella- 
tions by way of their 60-day 
clauses. This does not affect play- 
ers, directors or writers. 

Activity here is in abeyance 
awaiting the arrival of Selznick 
Thursday (5), except for the prep- 


aration of three pictures ‘Girl 
Crazy,’ ‘Bird of fParadise’ and 
‘Frontier.’ ‘Hullabaloo’ has been 


knocked off the program perma- 
nently. 


Following new production setup 
in Radio and RKO Pathe looking to 
the eventual combination of the 
two companies, with David O. Selz- 
nick, former Paramount studio ex- 
ecutive, in what is considered the 
top production post for both com- 
panies, decision will be made within 
a week or 10 days on the number of 
pictures each of the two RKO con- 
trolled studios will make. Whether 
there will “be an increase in the 
number of talkers scheduled for this 
season or a decrease, with latter be- 
lieved having odds, is something 
that will be decided following con- 
ferences between J. I. Schnitzer, Lee 
Marcus, David O. Selznick and 
Charles R. Rogers. Radio this sea- 
son scheduled 36 pictures, while 
Pathe scheduled 20, with latter add- 
ing series of six westerns. 

Selznick, who left Monday (2) for 
the Coast will immediately prepare 
to step into the post of executive 
vice-president of Radio Pictures. 
As such Selznick will not only hold 
the reins on production generally 
for both studios but to an extent 
figure in the business management 
and administration of the two 
plants. It is understood that pre- 
liminary work in welding all de- 
partments has already been accom- 
plished in New York. 

Coming into RKO as an executive 
automatically ends the independent 
production venture on which Selz- 
nick, in New York several months, 
has been working. The pictures as 
contemplated by Selznick, first in 
association with Lewis Milestone, 
numbering six, will not be brought 
into the RKO picture in any way. 
Selznick declares those proposed by 
him will be dropped entirely, al- 
though he (Selznick) will personally 
supervise several productions for 
Radio and perhaps a few for Pathe. 

At present, says Selznick, it is the 
intent to allow Rogers, now as a 
vice president of both Radi and 
Pathe, to personally supervise all 
the Pathe picture-making himself. 
Any personal supervision of Pathe 
product by Selznick is thus only a 
thought at present. 

Selznick has two vy. p. titles under 
his induction into the RKO ranks. 
He is v. p. of both Radio and RKO 
Pathe but with the added ‘in 
charge of production’ behind only 
the Radio end. As executive v. p. 


that conveys authority under schnit- 
zer over both producing units 
and their respective exe¢s, super- 
i visors, etc 

Until last summer Selznick was 
executive assistant to B. P. Schul- 


(Continued from page 65) 
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Visual Education 


By Tom Waller 


(Ninth of the series of articles on moving pictures in the classroom) 





David Sarnoff, theoretically, is 
reported just as interested in visual 
education as Harley Clarke is 


demonstrating materially. Earl 
Hammons ot Educational Pictures 
for years has been making surveys 


of the country’s classrooms, and 
since he recently added a Prince- 
ton trustees to his board of direc- 
reports are that Educational 
may soon make a move which has 
been belated for the past 15 years. 
Elsewhere in official parts of the 
industry the feeling at present is 
that not more than three companies 
will endeavor to undertake the 
initial classroom work. If that is 
so then the names mentioned are 
the three officialdom is counting 
upon, 
Educational is 
minimum an 


tors, 


aware that at 
appropriation of at 


~___—_ 4 


Tiff Attorney on Coast 
To Set Cruze Budget 


Hollywood, Nov. 2. 
Jack London, New York attorney 
| for Tiffany, is here for conferences 
| with Sam Zierler, producer of 
| James Cruze Productions, in an at- 
|tempt to settle their distribution 
difficulties. 

Tiffany and Zierler have been at 
odds for the past two months over 
production “cost and type of pic- 
tures Cruze has been turning out. 
With three more features to be 
made on their Tiffany contract, 
London is here to get the matter 
settled before production on the 
features starts. 





FOX RELIEF TAKING 


CARE OF 100 FAMILIES 





least $2,000,000 will be needed to 
fet its visual ambitions on films 
a into distribution. 

tomissaries of Sarnoff talk in| 


terms of $5,000,000. | 

All with the exception of Fox, 
and that company for a long time 
has wanted to roundtable the visu- 
ally interested sector of filmdom, 
concede that either the government 
or a nationally recognized associa- 
tion, having in it the confidence of 
teacher and parent, must consti- 
tute the nucleus around which ma- 
terial operation will center. 

That the National Educational 
Association, composed of over 
15.000 educators in the U. §S., will 
tbe called upon or will volunteer to 
undertake a leadership based on of- 
ficial sanction does not seem at all 
improbable. 

Right now the Hays Organization 
is working closer with the NEA 
than at any other time. A three- 
reel Subject of the association’s con- 
vention in Los Angeles is scheduled 
to be projected at at least 1,000 
gatherings of teachers throughout 
the country before the winter is 
over. In this way propaganda with 
the teacher on a wider scale than 
has been attempted is hoped to be 
realized. 





ERP! Out 

The counting out of Western from 
the visual picture is not regarded 
as serious an impediment as at 
first. AT&T’s political fears is 
given as one of the reasons. High 
handed methods and top prices 
which have characterized ERPI in 
all of its undertakings is seen just 
as logical a cause fcr this particular 
souring as the other. Producers, as 
their spokesmen term it, have been 
stung once and are not at all inter- 
ested in having the act repeated. 
ERPI spent a lot of money and de- 
voted considerable time to the vis- 
ual field before it detected this 
snag, it is admitted in electric cir- 
cles. But, just because ERPI is 
seemingly discouraged is no reason 
why one pull-out should make the 
shelf play the all-time leading part 
in the yilsual drama. 

The consolidation of Radio Pic- 
tures and Pathe, Sarnoff subsid- 
jaries, is already indicating a trend 
for the benefit of the film educa- 
tional field. Executives, while admit- 
ting of no immediate plans that the 
Pathe coast plant will be converted 
into a schoolroom workshop, are en- 
thusiastic on the visual subject. 

Already revenue in the production 
field is seen by certain of the more 
financially expert Radioites. A profit 
of only 10% on film in the classroom 
would be satisfactory, they admit, 
pointing at the same time, to cur- 





Harley Clark’s Five Friends Plan 
is now taking care of about 100 
families. Payroll eliminations, sal- 
ary cuts and weekly vacations, it 
is admitted, are cutting contribu- 
tions made at the outset by em- 
ployees. 

The Fox personnel is not confin- 
ing its charitable activities to those 
out of work within the film indus- 
try. Most of the 100 families now 
being watched over by about 500 
employees, divided into 100 squads, 
have no picture connection what- 
soever, 





Critics Score 


(Continued from page 3) 
main practically unchanged. Almost 
the same reviewers are grouped in 
the higher bracket, and the lower 
bracket is occupied by about the 
same writers with exceptions noted. 

Taking the higher percentage half 
and the lower percentage group, 
each coterie appears to have con- 
tinued its membership, the two di- 
visions remaining unchanged with- 
in their cwn groupings. That is to 
say, with the exceptions previously 
noted, only one or two writers have 
moved out of one division into the 
other. 

That has been true generally since 
‘Variety’ has made the rating for 
the last four years, indicating that 
writers, either because of superior 
judgment of film values, or because 
of the attitude they take toward the 
business of reviewing, have run 
pretty consistently to form. 

The first period of the 1931-32 
season shows percentages relatively 
higher than those that ruled for the 
entire 1930-31 season, and that holds 
true throughout the list, with a few 
exceptions. Individuals retain near- 
ly the same relation to the rest of 
the list, the higher percentages ap- 
plying to nearly all the reviewers 
from the leaders to the trailers. 

In the New York section Boeh- 

nel scores .764 for the new season 
to date, compared with last year’s- 
final of .689. In like manner Mor- 
daunt Hail, ‘Times,’ near the other 
end of the procession, has .540 for 
the new rating, compared to last 
spring’s .490. 
Tendency toward higher scores 
applies likewise to the Chicago boys 
and girls, Doris Arden (pen name 
for Muriel Vernon, “Times’) scores 
.754 for the new Hst compared to 
her former .698. 

A higher percentage of rights is 
rather surprising, since the epidem- 
ic of inferior product last summer 








rent returns from professional box 
offices. Currently, it is understood, 
Radio is considering a proposition 
with 10 medical colleges in the U, S. 
This is that 50 subjects, with as 
tinany of the world’s outstanding 
surgeons and physicians featured, 
be made. For the complete library 
each college would pledge itself to 
pay outright $10,000. The under- 
standing at the start, it is stated, is 
that the producers would be satis- 
fied with an individual profit of 10%. 

Radio people are considering an- 
other sales potentiality. This is the 
night schools of the country, where 
education is essentially brief and 
where greater speed in inculcation 
would be of vast importance, 

The theory that one print is good 
in the average public school for 20 
years or more—the picture, like a 
Jesson in a textbook, being shown 
once to a class during a term—does 
not balk Radio. One print on one 
subject to a school would be suffi- 


would have tended to disturb the 
averages. Increase in the propor- 
tion of ‘rights’ would argue that the 
reviewers had generally rated a 
good many of the inferior releases 
low, suggesting that critical stand- 
ards have become more discrimi- 
nating in the lay press. 

This present score is based on 110 
pictures for the New York critical 
group and 95 for the Chicago fac- 
tion covering the period from June 
to Nov. 1. 





DAVE HOWARD'S TERMER 
Hollywood, Nov. 2. 
David Howard, former Spanish 
director at Fox, who just completed 
‘Rainbow Trail,’ has been given a 
term contract. 





| Radio 


| 


believes that the leasing 
method should prevail. Once a print 
is sold, the producer loses title to it, 





cient in its margin of profit. 


Instead of renting or selling firms | 


and the possibility of its being bi- 
cycled from one institution to the 
other is too great a hazard. 
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1st Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





(Week Nov. 6) 
Paramount—‘Once a Lady’. 
(Par), 
Roxy—‘Friends and Lovers’ 
(Col). 


Capitol—‘Sin of Madelon 
Claudet’ (Metro). 
Riveli — ‘Monkey Business’ 


(Par) (5th week). 








Strand—‘Compromise’ (WB) 
(5). 

Mayfair — ‘Bad Company’ 
(Pathe). 

Winter Garden — ‘Ruling 


Voice’ (WB) (4). 
Hollywood—‘Mad Genius’ (W 
B) (3rd week). 
Rialto — ‘Unholy 
(UA) (2d week). 
Broadway—‘Left-Over 
Ladies’ (Tiff) (7). 


Garden’ 





(Week Nov. 13) 

Paramount—Touchdown’ 
(Par). 

Roxy—‘Friends and Lovers’ 
(Col) (2d week). 

Caritol—‘Phantom of Paris’ 
(Metro). 

Rivoli—‘Age for Love’ 
(11). 

Strand — ‘Expensive Women’ 
(WB). 

Winter Garden—Ruling 
Voice’ (WB) (2d week). 

H ollywood—Mad Genius’ 
(WB) (4th week). 

Rialto—‘Unholy Garden’ 
(UA) (3d week). 


(UA) 





$2 Pictures 
‘The Champ’ (Metro) (Astor) 
(9). 





Foreign Films 
‘Lindenwirtin vom 
(Superfilm) (German) 

ropa) (7th week). 
‘Eine Freundin So Goldig 
Wie Du’ (Ondra-Lamac) (Ger- 


Rhein’ 
(Eu- 


man) (Tobis-Vanderbilt) (3d 
week). 
‘Terra Madre’ (Pittaluga) 
(Italian) (Cameo) (2d week). 
‘Speckled Hen’ (British) 
(Warner’s) (6). 
‘Operndoute’ (German) 


(Little Carnegie) (5). 
‘thre Hoheit Befehit’ (Ufa) 
(German) (Cosmopolitan) (6). 











MOSS CUTS OUT 
PROD. DEPT. 


B. S. Moss is letting out the en- 
tire Broadway theatre production 
staff and will change to a regular 
five-act vaudfilm policy next week. 

The letouts, including Leroy Prinz 
and an Albertina Rasch line of girls, 
will reduce the stage overhead to 
around $5,000, for acts only. Thisis 
about half of what Moss has been 
spending weekly on the specially 
produced and written productions 
around vaude talent, 

Al Trahan and Georgie Price will 
be on the first regulation vaude bill 
next week with three other acts. 








Actors Overpaid? 


(Continued from page 3) 
salary end. Its return to a sane 
basis, the legit actors organization 
believes, will be for the betterment 
of all show business. 

Because times are sub-normal 
Hollywood can cut to the Broadway 
figure and keep the actor on the 
Coast. When things begin to pick 
up and the legitimate appreciates 
the trend, thematically, which it 
must pursue, then Equity expects 
an exodus of players from Holly- 
wood to Broadway. 

Equity, on the matter of attempt- 
ing to conquer Hollywood for the 
third time, is now marking time 
awaiting the effect of the reported 
Hollywood slashes on players upon 
the expiration of their contracts. 

So careful is the actor organiza- 
tion right now that Frank Gillmore 
refrained from calling a meeting of 
the Hollywood organization while 
on the Coast. At that time there 
were murmurs of an impending 
general slash which did not, how- 
ever, get on the record until 
recently. 

Fear that producers would have 
such a meeting checked and clocked 
and that actor attendees might be 
subject to film reprisal is Gillmore’s 
reason for not having assembled the 
} clan, 
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weekly “Variety.” 


department. 


The Bulletin does not circulate other than on the Pacific Slope. ' 
News from the Dailies in Los Angeles will be found in that customary 


Briefly. rewritten extracts from “Variety’s” Hollywood Bulletin, printed 
each Saturday in Hollywood, and placed as a wrapper upon the regular 


! 





Le Baron’s Lyrics 
Lyrics fur three numbers in ‘Chi 
Chi and Her Papas’ are being writ- 
ten by Williaim Le Baron at Radio. 
Music is by Max Steiner. A dozen 
dance girls will be used, Harold 
Hect scouting them. 





Jewelry Racket 

Jewelry club racket here has cus- 
tomers down for $5 down and $1 per 
week, with one customer allegedly 
selected each week to get his mer- 
chandise without further cost. Cus- 
tomers complain everyone is given 
the secret tip that he'll win. 





Charley Sylver In 
Charley Sylver, back from three 
years of musical shows in Australia, 
goes into Warners ‘High Pressure.’ 
May Daly, his wife, also being 
tested. 





Garbo’s Proxy Grind 
Dance of seven veils in Greta 
Garbo’s ‘Mata Hari’ will be done by 
Dorothy Wagner, concert hoofer, in- 
stead of Garbo. Cowboy Appell re- 
turned last week from New York to 
direct Metro dance scenes. 





Interchangeable 
Halted because of casting trou- 
bles, the German ‘Free Soul’ has 
started again at Metro. Margaret 
Knapp, who was the German Joan 
Crawford, will now be Norma 
Shearer in the same tongue. 


French Cinderella 
Suzanne Anthony is foreign ver- 
sions’ first Cinderella. Secretary to 
Roger Lacor at Fox, the girl was 
picked for Janet Gaynor’s role in 
the French ‘Daddy Long Legs.’ 

‘Parade’s’ Long Preview 
A week’s preview at San Jose will 
be given Metro’s musically synced 
‘Big Parade’ as a tester. Starts on 
Nov. 4. 








Allwyn at Pathe 
Just released by Metro, Astrid 
Allwyn went to RKO-Pathe for sec- 
ond femme lead in ‘Lady With a 
Past.’ 





Authors’ Productions 
Two authors produced their plays 
in the Figueroa Playhouse. B. V. 
Mindenberg’s ‘Tradition’ was on 
Oct. 31 and Nov. 1, and Ethel Mow- 
bray Dolson’s ‘Modern Morals’ be- 
gins this week for a week’s run. 


Beery, Jr.’s, Westerns 
Noah Beery, Jr., is slated to star 
in a series of indie westerns financed 
by his dad. Probably indie release. 
The youngster has a rep in school 
plays. 





Radio’s Outdoors Stuff 

Radio has two units in the open 
spaces and two to follow. ‘Exposed’ 
is at the Riverside racetrack, and 
‘The Dove’ is on the Warner ranch. 
‘Lost Squadron’ will be shot at the 
Metropolitan airport and San Pedro 
harbor, and ‘Bird of Paradise’ will 
have stuff near Deadwood, S. D. 


U. A.’s Windup 
Pickup shots last week on the 
Caddo ‘Cock o’ the Air’ closes up 
United Artists studio on shooting 
until January at earliest, 








Lloyd Under Paint 
A part in Ann Harding’s ‘Prestige’ 
was given Rollo Lloyd, Pathe writer 
and director. 





McKinney at Par 


Florine McKinney was given a 
term contract at Paramount. No 
picture so far for the ingenue. 


Paddock on Story 
Universal has Charley Paddock, 
once the fastest man in the world 
on a running track, poking at type- 
writer keys trying to figure out a 
story with an Olympic angie. 


U will make it if he can deliver. 





Rambeau Out 
Minna Gombel replace Marjorie 
ew in Fox’s ‘Stepping Sis- 
ers.’ 
Miss Rambeau had a set-te with 
Seymour Felix, directing, who didn’t 
like her actions, 


‘Society’ for Tobin 
‘Society Column,’ in the writing 
by Jerry Horwin and Robert Keith 
at Universal, is evidently for Gene- 
vieve Tobin. 





Metro’s Freaks 
First consignment of freaks for 
‘Freaks’ at Metro’ consisted of 
Coo Koo the Bird Girl; Little Mar- 
tha, armless wonder; Johnny Eckt, 
half body boy, and Pete Robinson, 
skeleton. 





Nilsson Over Pneumonia 
After a siege with pneumonia in 





the Hollywood hospital, Anna Q. 
Nilsson has tests waiting at Metro, 
Paramount and Warners. 





Bachman’s Deals 

If J. G. Bachman, now in New 
York, closes with Theodore Dreiser 
for ‘Jenny Gerhardt,’ author will be 
paid on a royalty basis. 

Bachman sold his ‘Terror by 
Night’ to Columbia for a supposed 
$150,000 and percentage. Film was 
made independently. 





Navarro’s 10th Anni 
A party to celebrate Ramon Na- 
varro’s 10th year at Metro was held 
at the execs’ studio bungalow. 


Caddo Meg Setup 

Advance lineup for Caddo when 
Howard Hughes starts production 
again in January gives two pictures 
each to Lewis Milestone, Frank 
Lloyd and Howard Hawkes. ‘Rivets’ 
and ‘Queer People’ to be for film- 
ing then. 





‘Miss America’ Makes Good 

One ‘Miss America’ has made the 
grade in Hollywood. Adrienne 
Dore of Seattle titled in 1925, has 
been doing bits in studios since, 
and has just won a contract from 
Warners. 


‘Zee Zee’s Raid Fear 

Afraid of a raid, Dick Wilbur 
and Sidney Goldtree wouldn’t put 
up the necessary two weeks’ rental 
guarantee for the Music Box in 
which they were to produce ‘Easy 
for Zee Zee.’ Dickson Morgan called 
off the agreement and the two pro- 
ducers are now shopping for the 
Orange Grove. 








Commission suit against Joe E. 
Brown for $25,000 was settled by 
Ivan Kahn for 15%. Thus far ac- 
cruing was $2,500. 





James Glavin, eastern vode part- 
ner of Blanche Sweet, is being 
brought out by Universal under 
contract. 





East and west part trading be- 
tween Dick Arlen and Phillips 
Holmes. Arlen goes east into ‘Way- 
ward’ with Nancy Carroll. Holmes 
comes out for ‘Two Kinds of 
Women.’ 

———s 

Burton King has ‘Human Target’ 
in production this week, indie, with 
‘Dance Hall Kisses’ in preparation 
to follow. 





A stage play is being sought by 
Hal Roach as the story for Laurel 
and Hardy’s next full-length film. 


Jose Crespo is in New York to go 
into the legit ‘Cardinal.’ Actor was 
formedly with Metro for Spanish 
pictures. 





Fox publicity department, to get 
away from hokum description of 
‘Over the Hill,’ calls picture ‘home- 
spun.’ 


ar 





Ray Doyle and Al Kelley doing a 
girl newspaper reporter story for 
Universal. 





Allied Pictures Corp. will syn- 
chronize in German and Spanish 
Hoot Gibson’s six westerns. An- 
dreas Dippel is supervising them. 





Fox studio schedule, with three to 
five units active since June, takes @ 
heavy load for November. Five fea- 
tures now shooting, only two near 
completion, and this week’s starting 
list has seven titles. . 





Paramount’s revival of ‘Grand .; 
Duchess and the Waiter’ will be a. . 
musical. Tunes by Oscar Straus, 
and lyrics by Leo Robin and Andre 
Horney. 





Maureen O’Sullivan is the favo- 
rite choice for lead in Metro's ‘Tar- 
zan,’ but no contract arranged yee °& 


* 





Ken Dailey is managing the ‘Ma’ ‘: 
Kennedy-‘What-a-Man’ Hudson act * 
for RKO. 





Resumption of Mickey McGuire 
comedies at Darmour studio has J. 
A. Duffy directing instead of Al 


Herman. Latter turned indie. pro- 
ducer. 
Colored fortune tellers have 


sluffed the Arab pose. Plain low- 
down Negro voodoo is the technique 
that takes now. Other types ol 
seers, especially the pseudo-scien- 
tific school, are doing good in ad- 
vice to players on options, parts,>’ 
ete. A 


s 





As a name, Leon Waycoff has no 
it, according to Universal execs. 
They’re looking for a nomer with 
pash for the juve love interest im 
‘Murders on the Rue Morgue.’ 





Madge Evans goes into ‘Courage’ 
(Metro) with Robert Montgomery. 
Fox talk about a ‘Rebecca _of 
Sunnybrook Farm’ remake now «lt d 


down. 


> 


& 
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Vandalism and Contract Twists 
~ Crop Up in Bklyn Exhib Case; 
New Way of Choking Opposition 























CABELLERO MOVES UP 


Next to Arthur in Fox Theatres— 
Latter West This Week? 








Charles B. Cabellero has been 
named assistant general manager of 
Fox Theatres under Harry Arthur. 
This goes with Cabellero’s other 
duties as chief of the maintenance 
department. He assumes office im- 
mediately. 




















New Tops for Loew and Par, 
Then Setback as Rise Meets Stock: 
RKO at New Low on Bad Report 


——_——------- = 


Prospect looming from this move 
: are that Harry Arthur may shove ] : Momentum of late last week car- 
) i e SLoOMeEntu or i a t 
A new method of attempting to Bomb Prevention cat fad tak Cheek te ale. Yesterday’s Prices ee et, ce 
eliminate competition has come to Cabellero is from California where nee Net gy ; : IEP BEES 
light through litigation in Brooklyn. Oklahoma City, Nov. 2. he served in an executive capacity Sales. High. Low.Close.ch’g. but realizing came in a foe 
It uncovers an independent exhib- Manager Charley Burkey’s for Fox West Coast. me Gee. oa BS, <a we 4 and the market closed yes re ay 
‘ tawk ut a theatre out of method of forestalling stench = m4 ee. + «tone ae” ote” a” (Mon.) with small net losses in the 
itor’s efforts to p ; , ai i bomb violence is six pickets 3.700 Fox A..... fh % 1% ~_ 6 industrial leaders. 
business by taking it under lease || parading around the theatre. ol'Soo Loew's 1. 42) 40% 40% — % Movements were spectacular 
literally tearing it apart, then leas- With each picket marches a "00 Orph. pf... 14% 14% 14%—2 
_ ; : husk iti th f ilv i $1,500 Par-P .... 16% 15% 15% among the amusement stocks, Loew 
ing back after repairs. It’s the first us! y citizen whose family is =i. & % %—% benan the day by. dinblen to 6. 00e 
ite kina to come to the at- seeing the show. 13,200 RCA ....- 13% 12% 12%— % . h ; . 6 one 
case of its kind Inside is another volunteer 52,100 RKO :.... 1% 0% 6% —-1% top on the recovery a Fhe 
tention of the industry. waiting for something to hap- - Ree Wee Daeress A Ky lies Paramount added to its ga a Me 
Substantially the scheme was first pen—and nothing happens. a Sm nia = 1“ m™—% nc ag} ph ayemate Regen g me 
Ts naa we ee Bites: le te te” Uae ak ee Smee out ae 
sition house for five y . ’ C A k Co 100 Trans-L. .. 2% 2 2 as a our on urgent pro - 
diate physical destruction to the ruze ASKS urt to BONDS* ing and both leaders ended the pre- 
x ° ee 1 114 oe Sse: i i 
property was followed by dispossess Di t H 'y | te ary ah 38 som ss = % ween session with fractional net 
i F who, after rec € omp € 3,000 Loew .... 89 89 89 oases. 
proceedings by the owner, Oo, Chicago, Oct. 26 5,000 Par-P .... 65 64% I + % RKO was under pressure from the 
" : ; . ’ et teste 3,000 Pathe .... 7 The 7 ri ry 
the house was again put in order, His Tiff Contract That there will be a return of the 10,000 Shub eves 3% ‘Bi 3% —1% second hour = “aye arth pores 
found the destroying exhib claiming 5-10-cent houses for certain neigh- 18,000 W. B..... 47% 46% 47 and evidences of nervous liquida- 
a es ger tion, touching a new bottom for the 
ther five-year lease entered into borhoods is the indication from the * Sales and prices to 2:10 p. m. 4 
poor hich, it i Chicago, Nov. 2. click of certain low-priced spots entire bear market at 6%, near 
i which, s 4 . 4 
with a subleasing firm James Cruze, with four pictures| around town. Houses such as the which price it closed Turnover 


claimed, in reality is owned by the 
same exhibitor taking the original 


yet unproduced of the 10 he con- 


Grand and the Willard, which had 
been starving at higher tariffs, are 


Fashion Shows for 


here for the day was in excess of 
50,000 shares which centered special 


tracted to deliver to Tiffany by , “i ° attention upon this conspicuousiy 
Jease Nov. 1, has petitioned the Los An-| "OW Going near capacity at the) ‘Two I A Films with | weai spot in the theatre group. Pox 
Efforts to enforce this second] geles superior court to declare his 


lease, after dispossession under the 
first, resulted in a decision by Judge 
Dodd refusing this and permisison 
of judgment under counterclaim of 
defendant for damages suffered by 


right to complete the series. He 
charges Tiffany with deranging 
his production schedule by delays 
of four weeks in accepting and pay- 
ing for two of the nictures delivered, 
and delays of six to nine weeks in 


Cheap prices are being restricted 
with only certain districts being 
claimed suitable for them. Houses 
in the better-class neighborhoods 
have found that cutting the rates 
may jack the patronage, but not 
enough to reach the former grosses. 


Mile. Chanel on Hand 


Fashion shows, as they will be 
dubbed, will be staged in many 





Theatres on the Curb also was in 
new low ground, as were the Shu- 
bert Bonds, latter below 4 on ons 
sale apparently from out of town. 
Crash of RKO followed publica- 
tion of income statement for the 
September quarter showing net loss 


the theatre. approving stories of five Cruze At present the 5-10 spots are go- cities in connection with ‘Greeks of $583,636, compared with net profit 
Concerned are Louis’ Rosen, | Productions. ing in the foreign neighborhoods | #24 4 Word for It’ and ‘Tonight or | of $1,006,437 for same period of 1930. 
Brooklyn exhib, operating the New Cruze asks a ony fe ete and the colored belt, where business | Never,’ both United Artists produc- Operations for the three summer 
Liberty, Graham and Manhattan, his right °F film “The Last Mile, | had been particularly bad before the tions. months cut into profits of rest of 
. Chesnius, owner of the| Those We Love, and ‘Silent! pice chiseling ; nine months of this year, amounting 

and John as en Thunder’ as the last three in his : These displays are not to be held 


Grand. 

In 1925 Rosen obtained a five-year 
lease on the Grand through the 
Firsco Amusement Co. Shortly 
thereafter and separately he secured 
an additional five-year lease (1930- 
35), under the name of the Graham 
Amusement Co., with initial lease- 
hold transferred to Patty Demato, 
an employee, who was dispossessed 
after heavy damage to the theatre. 

Wrecking 

After Rosen obtained the Grand it 
was charged a systematic program 
of destruction set in. The roof was 
chopped with axes so that it would 
leak, fixtures and projectors were 
smashed, mectors were removed, 
boiler was caved in, seats were torn 
out of the floor, shutters were ripped 
off walls and ticket booths demol- 
ished. ‘ 

This resulted in the dispossess 
notice. Then the owner, Chesnius, 
repaired the theatre at a cost of 
$20,000, according to his attorney, 
Louis Nizer, and finally brought it 
back to a profitable business basis. 
When this occurred, it was charged, 
Rosen brought suit in an attempt 
to regain possession under the sec- 
ond five-year lease. Going into the 
court record was the charged threat 
of Rosen that ‘this time I'll take the 
guts out of it’ (meaning the theatre). 

Rosen had not made demand for 
tenancy under the second lease until 
Chesnius had restored the theatre to 
a paying business. 

An angle brought out in the hear- 

ing of the suit infers that the origi- 
nal leasing of the house from Ches- 
nius was with a view to removing it 
as opposition by having the property 
converted into stores. 
_ Nizer won refusal of the tenancy 
demand by the plaintiff on legal 
point which established that the 
second lease was a continuation of 
the first under law. Following sub- 
mission of briefs on damages to the 
theatre, Judge Dodd will determine 
the judgment award. Chesnius is 
asking for $29,000. 





ARRESTED FOR THEFT 
Brattleboro, Vt., Nov. 2. 
Amos McGee, 28, projectionist, 
under arrest here accused of break- 
ing and entering a candy store and 
Stealing $700. According to police, 
McGee admitted the money had 
been taken from the store and that 
he had burned several checks which 





Tiffany contract. 

Tiffany secured the rights to the 
three stories and had an under- 
standing with Cruze last July to 
write off their costs to his produc- 
tion budget. He alleges that Tiffany 
now declares he has no rights in 
the stories, and is arranging with 
another producer to do them, 


Sheffield Suing Columbia 
Over Exchange Contracts 








Denver, Nov. 2. 

J. T. Sheffield, owner of the Shef- 
field Exchange System, is suing 
Columbia Pictures for alleged non- 
fulfillment of a contract made in 
1928, when Columbia opened its 
own exchanges in Denver and Salt 
Lake City. In these two cities 
Sheffield had been operating under 
the name of Columbia Exchanges 
and was handling Columbia pic- 
tures. 

Following the entry of Columbia 
a contract was made for the pur- 
chase by that firm of all Sheffield’s 
interests in pictures and advertising 
accessories bearing the Columbia 
trademark. Deal involved between 
$30,000 and $40,000 and provided for 
payment to Sheffield of a percent- 
age on exhibitor contracts turned 
over to Columbia and stipulated 
diligence in enforcing all contracts. 
In Sheffield’s complaint, in which 
he asks for the balance of $8,200 
with interest for approximately two 
years, he claims that Columbia 
handled the exhibitor contracts neg- 
ligently and that in numerous in- 
stances they canceled contracts 
made by him as consideration in a 
sale of their own product. Sheffield 
claims this is in direct violation of 
the contract and states Columbia is 
liable for full payment of these 
agreements. 


‘Champ’ in Astor at $2 


After viewing the first print east 
of ‘The Champ’ with Wallace Beery 
and Jackie Cooper, Metro set it on 
the books for the Astor, New York. 
I. goes in there Nov. 9 for a $2 run. 

It will be the second Beery for 
that house, other having been ‘The 
Pig House.’ 








Short Shows 

Whole operating scheme in these 
houses is the lowness of the cost. 
Idea is to give ’em as little as pos- 
sible under the force of competition. 
New operators’ union ruling, which 
permits one man in the 400-seat 
houses, is acting as a stimulus in 
chipping down the prices, since the 
necessary budget has been slashed. 

Pictures in nearly all cases are at 
least a year old. Any up-to-date 
material is strictly discard stuff 
dragged off the shelf from the grind 
showing. Patrons are accepting it, 
with the main idea in these neigh- 
borhoods that they’re going to a 
show at a price thay can afford, 
rather than whether the show is up 
to former standards. 


Alger 2-Reelers 


Hollywood, Nov. 2. 
H. L. Gumbin, of Liberty Pic- 
tures, has an option on 25 Horatio 
Alger stories. 
Purpose is to turn these rags to 
riches yarns into two reelers, 


Lesser, Zeidman Sue 
For ‘Tarzan’ Rights 


Hollywood, Nov. 2. 

Their right to make a Tarzan 
picture has been put up to the 
supreme court through petition by 
Sol Lesser, Mike Rosenberg and 
Bennie F. Zeidman. Contract, made 
by G. Walter Shumway and Jack C. 
Nelson in January, 1929, with Edgar 
Rice Burroughs, Inc., called for 
$10,000 and 10% of gross to be paid 
author. 

Burroughs says deal was defaulted 
when he was not paid the 10 g’s, 
and also says talker rights were not 
included in the agreement. Con- 
tract also said James H. Pierce was 
to be starred as Tarzan at $2,000 for 
the picture. 











in any of the theatres in conjunc- 
tion with the pictures but in fash- 
ion salons to be obtained under tie- 
ups. Mlle. Chanel, who designed the 
gowns for both films, will personally 
supervise this publicity stunt. 
French designer will pick manni- 
kins with the first exhibit scheduled 
for New York in conjunction with 
the opening of ‘Tonight or Never.’ 


U. A-METRO DEAL ON 
DISTRIBUTION AGAIN 


A distribution merger of United 
Artists with Metro is reported un- 
der way. Sam Goldwyn and How- 
ard Hughes are expected in New 
York within a week to join others 
now here, including Douglas Fair- 
banks and Mary Pickford, with 


whom details on any distribution 
deal would have to be talked over. 

The Metro angle, long rumored, 
comes up again strongly despite 
denials. If discussions are under 
way between U. A. and Metro, their 
nature is not being admitted any- 
where in U. A: or Metro. Joseph 
M. Schenck, of U. A., and Nicholas 
Schenck, Metro, are brothers and 
on the friendliest of terms. 

With the arrival of Goldwyn and 
Hughes in a week or so, all UA 
owner-members will be in New York 
excepting Charlie Chaplin and 
Gloria Swanson who could join the 
others on quick notice. D. W. Grif- 
fith is still in the east awaiting the 
opening of his picture. 

A Metro deal would mean dis- 
tribution of UA product through 
that company, but if with a minor 
concern it is believed UA would dis- 
tribute the product of the lesser 
firm as well as its own. 














RKO Also Bidding for Fox Houses 
Upstate—Skouras Will Probably Cop 





Latest to enter negotiations for 
Fox’s upstate New York houses is 


Skouras is apt to tack on a couple 
of indie partners to operate up- 


to more than $1,000,000 up to June 
30, and, after taxes, left a profit of 
$622 for the nine months of 1931. 
Net profit for same period last year 
was $2,458,048. 

Behavior of the list was strange 
to say the least, for the news from 
the Chicago wheat pit was sensa- 
tionally bullish, being to the effect 
that Russia had put an export ban 
on wheat for two years and foreign 
supplies of grain were lower than 
estimated. Price of the distant op- 
tions on wheat on the Board of 
Trade soared to new tops for the 
year. Oil prices also advanced with- 
out bringing a buying movement 
into that group. News from all 
quarters was favorable and failure 
of the bull party to take advantage 
of the situation was a puzzle. 

In the theatre shares Loew re- 


(Continued on page 10) 


Special Tax Sessions 
Called by Many States 
And Theatres Involved 


Filmdom has declared an armis- 
tice, the first in the relations of 


producers, distributors and indies. 
The industry as a whole is concen- 
trating on the tax situation in state 
and nation. Inner squabbles such 
as over contract and arbitral for- 
mulae are being tabled for the 
time being so that every effort will 
be centered on a single objective. 

Reporting complete co-operation 
in legislative matters from Allied 
Exhibitors as well as the Motion 
Picture Theatre Owners of Amer- 
ica, Charles Pettijohn, Hays gen- 
eral counsel, is leaving Thursday 
(5) for the initial once-over this 
season of 15 of the 25 states which 
are calling special sessions of their 
legislatures. 

One of Pettijohn’s first stops will 
be in Illinois, where Governor Em- 
erson has called a special session 
to meet the unemployment situa- 
tion through the medium of extra 
taxes. Tobacco and oil, as well as 
amusements, are up for considera- 
tion in that state. 

Pennsylvania, through Governor 
Pinchot, this week joined the states 
giving consideration to the jobless 
through new tax laws. 








were among the cash. The money ——____——_———_ RKO. Actual number of bidders] state and these may be drawn from , Rhode Island will get its report 

was returned to the store owners. doesn’t seem to matter any more.| present Skouras division managers |'TOm tax commissioners on sug- 
CAMEO’S NEW WAR FILM From sources close to the situa-| under a localized operation plan.| ®¢Sted additional state revenue in 
‘Heroes All’ (Medelsohn-Young),| tion, however, indications are that} The men assigned will possibly be December. 


METRO’S 3D GANGSTER 


A third picture in the gangster 





film based on actual war incidents, 
booked into the RKO-Cameo, New 


the Skouras Brothers will land the 
houses, 





given a special financial interest in 
the houses to be operated and will 


In the meantime film workers are 
puzzled as to the move New York 





category is to be made by Metro.!| York. Picture was shown to news- While Skouras may lead _ the! devote all their time to same. State intends to make, The tax plan 
It will be called ‘The Cleanup’ and/| papermen at a banquet recently. race, signatures may also depend Among the bidders are Mctiurk| being worked out by the Seabury- 
be directed by Charles Brabin. Film is pencilled into the Cameo] upon submission of definite plans| and Sablosky, Myer Schine and M.! Mastick committee is tightly lidded 

Story is to be authored by Bra-j|after the current ‘Terra Madre'| for operation that will find favor] Pipson, besides RKO, with the bid-|so far as knowledge in the film 


bin and W. R. Burnett 


(Pittaluga) Italian talker. 


j with the Fox people. In this way 





ding remaining open. 


jindustry is concerned. 























OR PS AONE BATES 











reas eet 





o> 





8 VARIETY 








5 Star Final’ 


So 


PICTWRE GROSSE 





emt a ee 








bars. 


Tuesday, November 3, 193 








‘Claudet’ Gets Raves, $38,000: 


$24,000, Good: 


First Time Colman Film NS.G. 





Chicago, Nov. 2. 

Three comfortable dates in town, 
Chicago, Oriental and Palace, which 
are set safely for profits currently; 
the first on strength of its flicker, 
the other two depending strictly on 
their stages. 

Sophie Tucker is bringing warmth 
into the Oriental, which goes into 
its third smiling week out of the 
red, something of a record these 
days at this house. Picture, ‘Side- 
show,’ is playing second fiddle to 
the femme stage star. 

‘Sin of Madelon Claudet’ at the 
Chicago will have a satisfactory 
stay as the result of good exploita- 
tion and ad-writing. Helen Hayes, 
an entire newcomer to the flick- 
ers, and not particularly well 
known as a legit in this province, 
was sold in advance by additional 
copy. She drew nicely in the open- 
ing in spite of bad weather, which 
hurt things generally, and built 
over the week end from the excel- 
lent scribblings and the word-of- 
tongue. 

3ill Pine, B. & K. publicist, man- 
aged to get a special ad in the 
*Tribune,’ pointing to Miss Tinee’s 
review in the same edition. First 
time this has ever been accom- 
plished here. No collusion. Merely 
happened to catch the early night 
edition and had the hurry-up ad 
inserted in the following prints. 

‘Devotion’ got going at the State- 
Lake after a rather slow hop-off; 
here also being boosted by the no- 
tices and the talk, ‘Five Star Final’ 
is managing to get across the line 
at the McVickers, while ‘Mad Ge- 
nius’ is a frank disappointment at 
the Roosevelt. And at the other 
run spot, United Artists, Ronald 
Colman is doing his weakest in 


years. 
Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (Publix-B. & K) (4,000; 
50-75-85). ‘Sin of Madelon Claudet’ 
(MG) and stage show. Publix- 
B&K have great faith in this pic- 
ture and spent much time and 
money in plugging. Looks like $38,- 
000, oke. Last week ‘Wallingford’ 
(MG) was slightly under early ex- 
pectations at $38,300. 

Loop (Jones) (1,600; 35-50). 
‘Road to Reno’ (Par) and vaude. 
Former Rialto opens with vauds 
and films on Saturday (7). Mae 
Murray headlining the stage. Pic- 
ture is a B&K turndown, having 
been originally slated for the Ori- 
ental. Jones setting price low in 
order to entice the mob down to 
the south end of the loop. 

McVickers (Publix-B&K) (2,200; 
50-75-85). ‘Five Star Final’ (FN). 
For the first week to $24,000, a to- 
tal figure rating as fair enough in 
these embattled days. Will make it 
at least two weeks. ‘Alexander 
Hamilton’ (Wi) stayed 10 days to 
bad $21,100. 

Oriental (Publix-B&K) (3,200; 
50-75-85). ‘Sideshow’ (WB) and 
stage show. Sophie Tucker on the 
platform and doing well at the 
g..te. Indicates $30,000, fine. Last 
week ‘Susan Lenox’ (MG) held 
well in its second loop week to 
$27,200. 

Palace (RKO) (2,300; 50-75-85). 
Friends and Lovers’ (Radio and 
vaude. Regulation five-act line up, 
but no wallop either way. Running 
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POLITICAL NEWARK 


Parades’ Hurt Theatres— 
‘Genius’ $7,000 on 8 Days 





Beer 





Newark, Nov. 2. 
(Draw. Pop., 850,000 

Bitterly fought political campaign 
is hurting business with parades, 
free eats and drinks, and free shows 
in addition to the ordinary political 
activity. Beer parade Friday night 
caused bitter complaints all around 
as it hurt everybody. Last week’s 
grosses all under expectations. 

This week Greta Garbo, at Loew’s, 
will lead with ‘Monkey Business’ at 
Par-Newark, and ‘Devotion’ at Proc- 
tor’s, probably following strongly in 
that order. Election Day should 
mean a turn for the better. 

Estimates for This Week 

Branford (WB) (2,966; 20-35-50) 
‘Cisco Kid’ (Fox). Weak at $7,000. 
Last week ‘Heartbreak’ (Fox), bad 


at $5,800. 

Capitol (WB) (1,200; 15-25-35) 
‘Dreyfus Case’ (Col). Ought to 
reach $5,000. Last week‘ Penrod 


and Sam’ (FN) and ‘Purple Sage’ 
(Fox) good at $5,200. 

Carlton (Ufa) (473; 85-50) ‘Die- 
Blonde Nachtigall’ (Ufa) and ‘Ro- 
sen-Montag’ (Ufa). Even a double 
bill will rave hard sledding against 
‘Zwei Herzen’ at the Little; $1,000. 
Last week ‘Liebeswalzer’ (Ufa) 
weak at $900. 

Little (Fine Arts Theatre) (299; 
50-65) ‘Zwei Herzen in %& Takt’. 
With prices raised should get fine 
$2,800. Last week ‘Kaiserliebchen’ 
(Tobis) weak at $1,000. 

Loew’s State (2,780; 30-50) ‘Susan 
Lenox’ (M-G) and vaude. At least 
$22,000, probably more. Last week 
‘Street Scene’ (UA) good at over 
$17,000. 

Mosque (WB) (3,281; 20-35-50) 
‘Mad Genius’ (WB). On eight days 
should get weak $7,000. Last week 
‘Honor of Family’ (WB) very bad 
at $3,500 and cut a day. 

Newark (Adams-Par) (2,248; 15- 
25-50-60) ‘Monkey Business’ (Par) 
and vaude, Will get fine $19,000. 
Last week ‘Beloved Bachelor (Par) 
fair at $12,500. 

Proctor’s (RKO) (2,200; 25-40-50- 
6%) ‘Devotion’ (Pathe) and vaude. 
Ann Harding, local girl from East 
Orange, always draws. Nearly $19,- 
000. Last week ‘Newly Rich’ with 
seven acts, okay at $15,000. 
Terminal (Skouras) (1,900; 15-25) 
‘Personal Maid’ (Par) and ‘Notre 
Dame’ (U) split. New policy and 
prices, maybe $4,000. Last week 
‘American Tragedy’ (Par) fair at 
$4,500, 


‘Garden’-‘Devotion’ 
$23,500 in Portland; 
‘Cuban’ Fair—$7,500 


Portland, Ore., Nov. 2. 

(Drawing Population, 400,000) 
Biz is picking up again this week 
with some stronger bookings. Or- 
pheum, capitalizing on a two weeks’ 
campaign for ‘Devotion’ and getting 
results. Paramount is holding an 
even keel with ‘Wallingford.’ 











along currently to smooth finish 
for destined $23,000. Last week 
“Wicked’ (Fox) managed to help 
gtage show to good enough $23,900. 

Roosevelt (Publix-B&K) (1,500; 
50-75-85). ‘Mad Genius’ (WB) 
couldn’t get going and gets out on 
Wednesday (4) with ‘Cisco Kid’ 
(Fox) replacing. Barrymore flicker 
likely to grab only $17,000 for its 
entire 11-day session, First week 
was weak at $12,300. 

State-Lake (RKO) (2,700; 50-75- 
85). ‘Devotion’ (Pathe). Boomed by 
the rave notices and the femmes. 
Held longer than expected. Opener 
was strong at $21,200, with the cur- 
rent week dropping to indicated 
$12,000. ‘Dangerous Affair’ (Col) 
last Columbia on RKO contract for 
last year, comes in on Friday (6). 

United Artists (Publix-UA) (1,- 
700; 50-75-85). ‘Unholy Garden’ 
(UA). Looks like just two weeks 
here. First session to $22,900 and 
current off to $13,000. ‘Age of Love’ 
(UA) next. 


Tacoma Orph. $6,000 


Tacoma, Noy. 2. 
_ (Drawing Population 125,000) 
All around good attractions make 
for steady biz this week. 
Estimates for This Week 
Orpheum (RKO) (2,700; 25-60). 
‘fPPagan Lady’ (Col) and vaude. 
Split week with ‘Five Star Final 
(FN); looks good for $6,000, Last 
week ‘Last Flight’ (FN) and ‘Dan- 
gerous Affair’ (Col) oke; $5,300. 
Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (650; 25- 
35-50). ‘Unholy Garden’ (UA). Go- 








Chief and strong opposish this 
week is Pacific International Live- 
stock Exposition and horse show, 
big annual civic feature, 


Estimates for This Week 


Paramount (FWC) (3,500; 25-60), 
‘Wallingford’ (M-G) and F-M unit. 
Doing fairly for about $11,500. Last 
week ‘Purple Sage’ (Fox) better 
than expected at good $14,000. 

Broadway (Fox-Portland) (2,000; 
25-60), ‘Cuban Love Song’ (M-G). 
Going fairly for $7,500. Last week 
‘24 Hours’ (Par) poor results on 


$5,900. 
Orpheum (RKO) (2,000; 25-60), 


‘Devotion’ (Pathe) and vaude. An- 
swering to big exploitation cam- 
paign, in line for fine $11,000. Last 


week ‘Smart Woman’ (Radio) pretty 
bad, $6,700. 


United Artists (Fox-Portland) 
(1,200; 25-60), ‘Unholy Garden’ 
(UA). Likely best week's business 


this season; $10,000 and may hold 
over. Last week ‘Palmy Days’ (UA) 
nicely for $8,500. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (2,000; 25- 
35), ‘Expensive Woman’ (WB). Not 
bad on $4,000. Last week ‘Honor of 
Family’ (WB) $3,600. 

Heilig (McCurdy) (2,000; 25-$1), 
Broadway Players legit stock. Kolb 
and Dili guesting currently in re- 
turn of ‘Good Old Days.’ Last week 
William Farnum guesting in ‘Twelve 
Miles Out’ for okay $4,000, 





ing for good $3,000. Last week 
‘Dreyfus Case’ (Col), $2,000. 
Rialto (Fox) (1,200; 25-35-50). 


‘Cisco Kid’ (Fox). Good at expected 
$5,000. Last week ‘Susan Lenox’ 
(MG) great at $6,200, 





‘YELLOW TICKET’ IN 
FOR $37,000—S. F. 


San Francisco, Nov. 2. 

Just when the boys were all set 
to lean back and enjoy some 
healthy grosses Old Sol beat down 
out of the sky to hand. out body 
blows in three of the warmest days 
this year. Crowds swarmed to the 
beaches and for rides letting the 
theatres take it on the chin. 

Perhaps that accounts for the 
poor biz RKO’s Golden Gate is do- 
ing with ‘Ma’ Kennedy and her 
*‘What-a-Man’ Hudson in person at 
$2,000 the week, Little above aver- 
age at $17,000. 

Warner Bros. started out on 
wings with ‘Five-Star Final’ and a 
WB house record of $18,000 is in the 
offing. 

Fox sold *’em well on ‘Yellow 
Ticket’ and an okay $40,000 week 
looks set. 

Estimates for This Week 


Fox (5,000; 35-65)—‘Yellow Tick- 
et’ (Fox). Stage show. Good plug- 
ging and will hit nice $37,000. Last 
week ‘Heartbreak’ (Fox) disheart- 
ening $28,000. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 30-40- 
65)—Lady From Nowhere’ (Ches- 
terflield). Vaude with Ma Ken- 
nedy and What-a-Man Hudson in 
person the big plug. Poor at $12,- 
000. Last week ‘High Stakes’ (Ra- 
dio) $14,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,270; 25-35-50) 
—Platinum Blonde’ (Col). Stage 
show. Plenty poor at $5,000. ‘Notre 
Dame’ (U), deuce week, $10,000. 
Paramount (Fox) (2,700; 35-50)— 
‘Girls About Town’ (Par). Going 
poor at $12,000. Last week ‘Sob Sis- 
ter’ (Par) $15,000. 

United Artists (1,200; 25-40-60)— 
‘Palmy Days’ (UA) (3d week). Okay 
at $8,000. 2d week got $10,000. 
Warfield (Fox) (2,672; 35-50-60) 
—Get Rich Quick Wallingford’ 
(M-G-M). Stage show. Plenty of 
Hearst ad plugging helping and 
$22,000 likely. Last week ‘Road to 
Reno’ (Par) under $21,000. 
Warners (1,365; 25-35-50-60)— 
Five Star Final’ (WB) opened 
heavily and may make house rec- 
ord of $18,000. ‘Road to Singapore’ 
CWB) $8,000 last week. 








‘Living’ and Pepper at 
$10,000 in Indianapolis 


Indianapolis, Nov. 2. 
Even with good pictures they’re 
staying at home. Pepper Martin, 
making personal appearance at 
Lyric, should help bring in young 
America, but outside of that it is 


quiet. r 

Estimates for This Week 
Indiana (Publix) (3,300; 25-35-50) 
—'‘Honor of Family’ (FN) and F-M 
unit. About fair $16,500, with 
chance to build; stage end not 
drawing as expected. Last week 
‘Twenty-four Hours’ (Par) weak 
around $15,000. 
Circle (Publix) (2,600; 25-35-50)— 
‘Ruling Voice’ (FN). Close to $7,000 
because Huston appeals here; pic- 
ture also received more than usual 
press yarns. Last week ‘Devotion’ 
(Pathe) about $6,500. 

Loew’s Palace (Loew) (2,800; 25- 
35-50)—‘Madelon Claudet’ (M-G). 
Good near $8,000. Last week ‘Side- 
walks’ (M-G) at $7,500. 

Ohio (Publix) (1,100; 15-25)— 
‘Murder at Midnight’ (Tiff). Will do 
well to reach $1,000. Last week ‘Big 
Gamble’ (Radio) about same figure. 

Lyric (Fourth Ave.) (2,600; 25-35- 
50) — ‘Reckless Living’ (U) and 
vaude. With Pepper Martin. Should 
see $10,000, good. Last week “Fifty 
Fathoms” (Col) reaped about $9,000. 

Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,400; 25- 
35-50) —Cisco Kid’ (Fox). Looks 
near $6,500 because of Baxter and 
Lowe. Last week ‘Sob Sister’ (Fox) 
nosed in about same figure. 


Bill’ Big at Fox 
Washington on $30,000 


Washington, Nov. 2. 

Premieres are getting to be the 
thing hereabouts. Fox doing it this 
week with ‘Amabassador Bill’ and 
Met with ‘Mad Genius,’ while next 
week RKO house is doing it with 
Seth Parker’s ‘Way Back Home.’ 
All of which is leading toward some 
rather good figures. 

Estimates for This Week 

Columbia (Loew) (1,323; 25-35- 
50) ‘Susan Lenox’ (M-G). Will do 
a good $14,500, packing this old 
time house. Last week, second for 
‘Palmy Days’ (UA), fair takings at 
$7,500. 

Earle (2,000; 25-35) ‘Girls About 
Town’ (Par) and Vaude. James 
Hall on stage and looks headed for 
$19,500. Last week ‘Road to Reno’ 
(Par) a slim $14,000. 

Fox (Fox) (2,434; 25-35-50) ‘Am- 
bassador Bill’ (Fox). Undoubtedly 
top at $30,000. Last week ‘Cisco 
Kid’ (Fox) around good $24,700. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,624; 25- 
35-50-75) ‘Mad Genius’ (WB). 
Points to $12,500. Last week, sec- 
ond for ‘24 Hours’ (Par) about 














$6,900. 
Palace (Loew) (2,370; 25-35-50- 











‘HOMICIDE’ FOR $8,000 


O K at Buffalo Century—Smart 
Woman’ $14,000, Hip 


Buffalo, Nov. 2. 

Business is off from preceding 
—- peaks, bot can’t be tabbed as 

ad. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Publix) (3,600; 30-40-65), 
‘Susan Lenox’ (M-G) and stage 
show). Should do good $25,000. 
Last week ‘Sob Sister’ (Fox) around 
$17,300. 

Hipp (Publix) (2,400; 25-35-50), 
‘Smart Woman’ (Radio) and vaude. 
Over $14,000. Last week ‘Beloved 
Bachelor (Par) great on $16,200. 

Great Lakes (Publix) (3,400; 25- 
35-50), ‘Palmy Days’ (UA). Near 
$14,000. Last week ‘Notre Dame’ 
(U) good at $15,100. 

Century (Publix) (3,400; 25-35), 
‘Homicide Squad’ (U). Neat near 
$8,000. Last week ‘East of Borneo’ 
(U) $6,900. 

Lafayette (Ind) (3,400; 26), ‘Mur- 
der at Midnight’ (Tiff). Around 
$10,000. Last week ‘Fifty Fathoms’ 
(Col) $10,500). 

Court Street (Shea) (1,600; 25), 
‘Skyline’. Over $2,500. Iast week 
‘Purple Sage’ (Fox) under $3,000. 


Minn. Holiday Aids; 
All Grid Films Click, 
State 12 G’s—‘Dame’ 


Minneapolis, Nov. 2. 
(Draw. Pop. 500,000) 

Loop showhouses seem okay this 
week thanks to the University of 
Minnesota ‘Home Coming’ celebra- 
tion. Transients fairly flooded the 


town on the week end. Theatres 
and night clubs on Saturday had 
their biggest day in more than a 
year. 

With Football enthusiasm run- 
ning high, ‘Notre Dame’ as a natu- 
ral for the Orpheum. A ‘Movie 
Memory,’ film containing clips from 
outstanding Minnesota football bat- 
tles since the university’s inception, 
and shots of other campus activi- 
ties during past years, was a big 
card for the Minnesota Saturday 
and Sunday, meaning more to the 
boxoffice than the feature, ‘24 Hours’ 
or anything on the stage. 

The Seventh Street is getting its 
first break since its reopening in the 
shape of a really first class picture, 
‘Five Star Final,’ moved over from 
the Orpheum for a second consecu- 
tive Loop week. 


Estimates for This Week 


Minnesota (Publix) (4,200; 75) 
‘24 Hours’ (Par) and F-M unit. 
Miriam Hopkins in cast will help; 
may get $26,000, pretty good. Last 
week ‘Singapore’ (WB) and Alice 
White in person to about $24,500, 
with Miss White getting most of 
credit. 


State (Publix) (2,200; 50) ‘Notre 
Dame’ (U) and vaude. Booking of 
this picture, with Minnesota ‘Home 
Coming Week’ a happy idea; may zo 
to $12,000, fine. Last week ‘Five 
Star Final’ (FN), around $7,200. 


Pantages (CA) (1,400; 50) ‘Street 
Scene’ (UA). Critics showered 
praise and patrons also approve; 
stage play in stock house a week 
ahead not to picture’s advantage; 
may be held second week and looks 
around $7,000, good. 


Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 35) ‘Road 
to Reno’ (Par). Flashy title, but 
critics’ panning likely to hurt; pos- 
sibly $3,500, not so good. Last week 
‘Wallingford’ (M-G) about $4,500, 
good. 

Aster (Publix) (900; 25) ‘Mad 
Parade’ (Par), Doesn’t click, and 
will be lucky to reach $900, poor. 
Last week ‘Wicked’ (Fox) and “The 
or Siete (FN), split, to about $1,100, 
air. 

Seventh Street (RKO) (1,400; 25- 
40) ‘Five Star Final’ (FN). Brought 
over from Orpheum after big week 
there and will go full second week; 
best business yet here; maybe §$3,- 
000, good. Last week ‘Reckless Liv- 
ing’ (U) and ‘Gay Diplomat’ 
(Radio), split, to around $900, poor, 

Grand (Publix) (1,100; 25) ‘Mon- 
key Business’ (Par). Second loop 
run and will stay full week; about 
$2,000 indicated, good. Last week 
‘Bad Girl’ (Fox) also full week and 
= loop run to about $1,800, 
good. 

















70) ‘Cuban Love Song’ (M-G). 
Should do $21,000. Last week ‘Be- 
loved Bachelor’ (Par), $15,500, bad. 
Rialto (U) (1,853; 25-35-50-75) 
‘Reckless Living’ (U). Will end up 
around $6,500. Last week ‘Woman 
3etween’ (Radio), maybe $6,000. 
Keith’s (RKO) (1,875; 35-50) 
‘Consolation Marriage’ (Radio). 
Possibly $7,000, just getting by. Last 
week ‘Dangerous Affair’; near $7,- 





500. 


we 








Montreal, Nov. 3, 
(Drawing Population, 600,000) 
Five thousand dollars taken in 


hold-up from Princess Monday 
morning (26), representing the 
week-end gross, gives a figure 


around $12,000 for the second week 
of ‘Palmy Days’ (UA). Picture ig 
held for a third week this week ang 
should collect another $10,000, which 
totals $40,000 for the three weeks, 
This is one of the best records the 
Princess can show for the year and 
beats even ‘Whoopee.’ 

Loew’s only main stem showing 
vaude, continues outstanding among 
Big Three and will gross another 
$15,000 this week with ‘Side Show’ 
and five stage acts. Winnie Licht- 
ner locally a draw. Palace hag 
George Arliss in ‘Alexander Hamil- 
ton’ and may not do so well since 
the name doesn’t mean a lot to 
Montrealers whose knowledge of 
early U.S. history is hazy. The city 
is football-crazy this week with two 
championships in the offing, and 
‘Spirit of Notre Dame’ at the Capi- 
tol just fits in nicely. This house 
should be boosted to $13,000. 

Nabes are doing fairly except in 
the east end of the city, where une 
employment is more felt. 


Estimates for This Week 


His Majesty’s (CT) (1,600; 50< 
$2.50), “The Father’ (legit). Hard te 
guess how this will pan out. Ad« 


vance sales fair. Maybe $10,000, 
Second week of Barry Jackson's 
company in repertoire held up well 
at around $12,000. 

Palace (FP) (2,700; 75), ‘Alexan- 
der Hamilton’ (WB). George Arliss 
will bring intelligentsia, but liable 
to send average fan elsewhere. Can- 
not see better than $11,000. This the 
gross for last week’s ‘Modern Age’ 
(M-G). 

Capitol (FP) (2,700; 60), ‘Spirit of 
Notre Dame’ (U) and ‘The Bargain’ 
(WB). First picture here at psycho<- 
logical week for season and should 
show gain over average gross; $13,<« 
000 would not be surprising. Last 
week ‘Night Nurse’ (WB) and ‘I 
Like Your Nerve’ (FN) grossed 
$11,000. 

Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 85-60), ‘Side 
Show’ (WB) and vaude. House get« 
ting better every week, largely due 
to vaude. May reach $15,000. ‘Phane- 
tom of Paris’ (M-G) and vaude last 
week got fine $15,000. 

Princess (CT) (1,600; 35-60), 
‘Palmy Days’ (UA) (3d week). Ale 
most a record and can still gross 
$10,000. Last week it fell off only a 
little from first run to $12,000; $40,< 
000 for three weeks. 

Imperial (FP) (1,900; 25-40), ‘Sky- 
line’ (Fox) and ‘Alias the Bad Man’ 


(Tiff). Average pictures which may 
bring in $2,800. Last week ‘High 
Stakes’ (Radio) and ‘Too Many 


Cooks’ (Radio) $2,500. 

Orpheum (CT) (1,000; 25-40), ‘The 
Viking’ (Col). Apt to go quite fair 
at $5,000. Last week ‘Her Unborn 
Child (Ind) failed to hold interest at 
only $3,500. 

Cinema de Paris (Ind) (600; 50) 
‘Tampon du Capiston’ (French) and 
‘Roi des Aulnes’ (French). Experi- 
ment with brace of films may ime 
prove to $2,000. Last week ‘Amour 
de Minuit’ (French) fair at $1,800. 


Dual Films Still Prov.’s 
Best—Majestic $13,500 


Providence, Nov. 2. 
(Drawing population, 315,000) 
Majestic continues leading with 
its double-feature programs. Re- 
ports of shortage in product ap- 
parently not affecting any of thé 
Fay theatres. 
‘Madelon Claudet,’ at Loew’s, will 
be second best currently. 
Estimates for This Week % 
Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-50) 
‘Honor of Family’ (WB) and ‘Ruling 
Voice’ (WB). Best value in town; 
house making coin and present pace 
indicates over $13,500, excellent 
Last week ‘Singapore’ (WB) and 
‘Expensive Women’ (WB) down at 








$9,000. 
Loew’s State (3,500; 20-60-75) 
‘Madelon Claudet’ (M-G). Getting 


raves but not the breaks; may reach 
$15,000. Last week ‘Susan Lenox’ 
(M-G) fine at $20,000. 
Paramount (2,200; 15-50) ‘Girls 
About Town’ (Par). Not getting 
the coin so far, but word of mouth 
likely to help put this one overt 
for $8,000. Last week ‘Belove 
Bachelor’ (Par) just so-so at $7,500. 


RKO Albee (2,500; 15-50) ‘Dane 
gerous Affair’ (Col). Moving fairly, 
$7,000. Last week ‘Notre Dame 
(U) a punch at $10,000. 

Modern (1,400; 15-35) ‘Law of 
Tong’ and ‘Cyclone Kid,’ with vaue. 
Looks bad; at present pace house 
cannot possibly top $900 for four 
days. Last week for three days 
‘Grief Street’ and ‘Tabu,’ also stage 
show; just so-so $650. 

Fays (1,600; 15-50) ‘Heartbreak 
(Fox) and vaude. Will reach $7,000 
good, Last week ‘Purple ‘Sas 


just over $6,000. 
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$40,000 in 3 Wks. for ‘Palmy Days’ at , 
Princess, Montreal, Beats ‘Whoopee’ 
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‘Claudet’ Weak in 





L. A, $18,000: 


S Star Final Is Big with $26,000, 
And Mors. Discuss Stage Shows 
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Los Angeles, Nov. 2. 

Town topsy-turvy again. Biz blah 
and general uncertainty as to future 

olicy has everybody on _ tenter 
Pooks. Save for ‘Five Star Final’ 
with a nifty $26,000 at the Western 
and ‘Unholy Yarden’ with $18,000 at 
the U.A., nothing outstanding any- 
where. Unseasonal heat, around 92- 
93, isn’t helping matters either. 

Paramount’s $36,000 last week 
with Chevalier in person and back 
to $18,000 on the current pace for 
Girls About Town,’ makes the other 
managers wonder about the stage 
ghow thing locally. Still, the other 
two Warner houses, Hollywood and 
Downtown, with the leavin’s of the 
WB product (now that the new 
Western gets the pick of the crop), 
are being forced to add stage shows 
in order to preserve b.o. strength. 
The weak $7,000 for ‘Alexander 
Hamilton’ at the Downtown, on sec- 
ond run following three good weeks 
at the Western, makes that house 
a problem. In Hollywood ‘Honor of 
the Family’ equally weak with the 
game $7,000. 

Loew’s State at $18,000 for ‘Sin of 
Madelon Claudet’ (nee ‘Lullaby’) is 
very poor, and little better than the 
brutal $13,300 for last week’s ‘Sob 
Bister.’ 

‘Pagan Lady’ is off a couple of 
G's, down to $12,000 at the RKO. 

Carthay Circle is dark again 
awaiting ‘Strictly Dishonorable’ (U) 
Nov. 6 at $1.50. Final week of ‘Con- 
solation Marriage’ which lasted only 
a fortnight at the Carthay, under 
$4,000. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chinese (Fox) (2,028; 50-75), ‘Yel- 
low Ticket’ (Fox) (2nd-final week). 
Never got started with $6,500 first 
week and $4,000 on blowoff. ‘Am- 
bassador Bill’ next. 


Criterion (Fox) (1,600; 35-65), 
"Yellow Ticket’ (Fox) (2nd-final 
week). Somewhat better at the 


downtown day-and-dater, with over 
$8,000 on the opener and under 
$5,000 on the holdover. 

Orpheum (2,270; 25-50), ‘Spirit of 
Notre Dame’ (U) (3rd-final week). 
Had nice stay with a big almost- 
$18,000 first week; under $8,000 on 
the holdover and $5,000 on the final 
week’s pace, ‘Platinum Blonde’ 
mRext. 

Pantages (Fox) (2,700; 20-40-65- 
90), ‘Monkey Business’ (Par) and 
stage show. Mild under $8,000 
Last week’s $10,500 for ‘Pardon Us’ 
with Moran and Mack at $2,500 in 
person certainly meant nothing to 
the house and the act. ‘Smiling 
Lieutenant’ next. 

Paramount (Franklin) (3,595; 25- 
75), ‘Girls About Town’ (Par) and 
stage show. Weak at $18,000, just 
50% of last week’s take for ‘Be- 
loved Bachelor with Chevalier in 
person. Costly stage show current- 
ly which will leave house in red. 
“Once a Lady’ next. 

RKO (2,950; 30-65), ‘Pagan Lady’ 
(Col) and RKO vaudeville; $12,000, 
better than before the 8-act thing, 
but off since last week's $14,500 for 
‘Homicide Squad.’ ‘Woman of Ex- 
Perience’ next. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 35-$1), 
*The Sin of Madelon Claudet’ (M-G) 
and stage show. Weak $18,000. Last 
week ‘Sob Sister’ under $13,500. 
Next ‘Riders of the Purple Sage.’ 

United Artists (Franklin) (2,100; 
85-$1), ‘Unholy Garden’ (UA) (ist 
week). Strong at $18,000. Last 
week, final of ‘Palmy Days,’ under 
$8,500. 

Wilshire (Fox) (2,296:. 35-60), 
‘Smiling Lieutenant’ (Par). Strong 
@t over $5,500. Last week ‘Monkey 
Business,’ $4,300. Next week, ‘Susan 
Lenox.’ 

Western (WB) (2,500; 50-75), 

‘Five Star Final’ (FN) (ist week). 
Smash $26,000. Final week of‘ Alex- 
ander Hamilton,’ $12,000. 
; Downtown (WB) (1,800; 25-50), 
‘Alexander Hamilton’ (WB). Poor 
at under $7,000 on second run fol- 
lowing the Western’s three weeks. 
House needs a hypo, probably stage 
shows, Next ‘Blonde Crazy,’ day- 
date with Hollywood. Last week 
‘Ruling Voice’ under $13,000 for 
eight days. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 
‘Honor of the Family’ (FN). Poor 
at $7,000. Last week ‘Ruling Voice’ 
under $13,000 for long eight-day 
week. House probably will add a 
Stage band for succor. 


35-50), 





M-G’S NEW PLAYERS 


Hollywood, Nov. 2. 

Metro has issued contracts to a 
Broup of new people who will be 
added to the featured player ranks. 

They are Ray Millard, Virginia 
Bruce, Robert Varno, who has been 
doing German versions, Georgette 
Rhodes, Helen Robinson, and Gwen- 
dolyn Witter, 


All were placed under contract at 
this end. 





NEW HAVEN SOLID 


Band Helping Par to $14,000—Gar- 
den’—‘Claudet’ Are Mild 





New Haven, Nov. 2. 

(Drawing Population, 300,000) 
Duke Ellington will probably get 
the biggest take in town this week. 
Needed extra midnight show Satur- 
day to handle crowds. Last week 
Garbo, at Fox Poli, got nicest figure 

in town for weeks. 


Setting of opening day: for three 
Fox houses simultaneously (Friday) 
gives publicity department chance 
to cut down on newspaper space and 
line up ads more efficiently. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (Publix) (2,353; 65.— 
‘Girls About Town’ (Par) and Duke 
Ellington. Will do close to good 
$14,000. Last week ‘Waterloo 
Bridge’ (U) $11,700. 

Fox Poli (Fox) (3,040; 65)—‘Cisco 
Kid’ (Fox) and unit. Looks fair at 
$13,000. Last week ‘Susan Lenox’ 
(M-G) big at $18,000. 

Roger Sherman (WB) (2,200; 50) 
—‘Expensive Women.’ Seems fair 
at $5,600. Last week ‘Singapore’ 
(WB) okay at $6,200. 

College (Fox) (1,565; 50)—‘Made- 
lon Claudet’ (M-G). Looks like 
moderate $4,200. Last week ‘Unholy 
Garden’ (UA) mild, $3,900. 

Bijou (Fox) (1,536; 50)—TFifty 
Fathoms’ (Col) and ‘Skyline.’ Should 
get nice $5,000. Last week ‘Purple 
Sage’ (Fox) and ‘Sidewalks of New 
York’ (M-G) got swell $6,000. 


Good Totals in B’klyn, 
$25,000 for Strand, ‘Final’ 


Brooklyn, Nov. 2. 

If any doubts about the drawing 
power of radio bands, they were 
dispelled this week with Cab Cal- 
loway at the Par and Abe Lyman 
at the Fox. The Par keeps the 
Cotton Club aggregation for an- 
other week. 


Business in general looks en- 
couraging with ‘Five Star Final’ at 
the Strand doing well and holiday 
prices election day. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (4,200; 25-35-50-75- 
85) ‘Girls About Town’ (Par) and 
Stage Show. Calloway and sepians 
undoubtedly responsible for the 
better than average business; noth- 
ing wrong with the ballyhoo with 
plenty of hotcha copy; should go 
around $45,000, excellent. Last 
week Thurston and ‘Woman Be- 
tween’ (Radio), $37,900, not bad. 

Fox (4,000; 25-35-50-65) ‘Cisco 
Kid’ (Fox) with Abe Lyman band. 
Looks good at $30,000; house has 
raised evening admissions to 65 
cents. Last week with ‘Heartbreak’ 
(Fox), $23,700. 








Albee (3,700; 25-35-50-75) ‘Con- 
solation Marriage’ (Radio) and 
Vaude. Will get fair $21,000. Last 
week ‘Notre Dame,” in second 
week, finished to $20,200. 

Strand (2,500; 25-35-50) ‘Five 
Star Final’ (WB). A bang and 


probably will get two weeks; looks 
like sock $25,000. Last week okay 
with ‘Hamilton’ (WB) for $16,500. 


Metropolitan (3,500; 25-35-50) 
‘Palmy Days’ (UA) and Vaude. 
Just fair, probably ending with 


$18,000. Last 
(M-G), $21,000. 


‘Cuban’ Near $10,000 on 
8 Days in Denver—Fair 


Denver, Novy. 2. 

‘Cisco Kid,’ at the Aladdin, will 
do the best comparative business 
this week. 

‘Wallingford,’ at the Rialto, with 
a Thursday night premiere, started 
out big but will finish only fair. 
Good stage show at Denver holding 
that house. 

Huffman’s Aladdin (1,500; 35-50- 
75)—‘Cisco Kid’ (Fox). A fine $9,- 
000. Last week ‘Pagan Lady’ (Col.) 
$6,000, fair. 

Denver (Publix) (2,300; 25-35-65) 
—‘Girls About Town’ (Par). Should 
see $15,000, fair. Last week ‘Beloved 
Bachelor’ (Par) did a fair $14,900. 

Paramount (Publix) (2,000; 25- 
35-50)—“Cuban Love Song’ (M-G). 
Good near $10,000 on eight days. 
Last week $4,200 best ‘Road to Reno’ 
(Par) could do in six days. 

Rialto (Publix) (1,040; 25-35-50)— 
‘Wallingford’ (M-G). A fair $3,500. 
Last week ‘Phantom of Paris’ (M-G) 
did $4,000 for nine days. 

Huffman’s Tabor (1,900; 25-35-50) 
—‘Sob Sister’ (Fox). Will be all 
right at $9,000. Last week ‘Danger- 
ous Affair’ (Col) same figure. 


week ‘Wallingford’ 











BOSTON JUMPS WITH 
$18,500 FOR ‘TIP OFF’ 


Boston, Nov. 2. 

Weather ideal and good bills all 
around, so that new week looks like 
a pip. 

Met headed high with Thurston, 
and State looks best in a long time 
with ‘Madelon Claudet.’ Smaller 
houses won’t complain either. 

Estimates for This Week 

Met (4,000; 50-75), ‘Mad Genius’ 
(WB) and Thurston. Will do around 
$40,000, fine. Last week $35,000 with 
‘24 Hours’ (Par). 

Keith’s (RKO) (4,000; 35-50-60), 
‘Platinum Blonde’ (Col). Getting 
plenty publicity but not more than 
mild $14,000. Last week ‘Consola- 
tion Marriage’ (Radio) same figure. 

Loew’s State (4,000; 35-50), ‘Made- 
lon Claudet’ (M-G) and vaude. 
Headed for fine $26,000. Last week 
‘Unholy Garden’ (UA) did well at 
$21,000. 

Olympia (2,000; 35-50-60), ‘Cisco 
Kid’ (Fox). Should get fine $9,000. 
Last week $8,000 on ‘Last Flight’ 
(FN). 

Keith-Boston (vaudfilm) (4,000; 
35-50), ‘Tip Off’ (Pathe). Estelle 
Taylor in person; should do a fine 
$18,500. Last week ‘Homicide 
Squad’ (U) got $17,800. 


Columbus in Turmoil 
on Stage Fare; Ohio 
$18,000-Pal $23,000 


Columbus, Nov. 2. 

(Drawing Population, 475,000) 

Records are falling with the 
loudest crash ever heard in this or 
any other town near its size. Mill- 
ing mobs have forced the Palace to 
include an extra show every day 
this week. Reason is the Marx 
Brothers in person. 

And Loew’s Ohio is also very 
much in the fight with Ted Lewis. 
For the other houses—it’s just too 
bad this week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (RKO) (3,074; 25-50)— 
‘Platinum Blonde’ (Col) and vaude. 
Marx Brothers in person and if not 
around $23,000 even the opposition 
will be surprised; five full shows 
daily for first time. Last week 
‘Notre Dame’ (U) good $13,000. 

Ohio (Loew-UA) (3,000; 25-50) 
‘Heartbreak’ (Fox) and Ted Lewis 
unit. Good for extra fine $18,000, 
best in months and plenty welcome. 
Last week ‘Wicked’ (Fox) just 
managed to get over $10,000. 

Broad (Loew-UA) (2,500; 25-50) 
‘Cisco Kid’ (Par). Won't better 
$5,000. Last week ‘Madelon Clau- 
det’ (M-G). Slid badly at close but 
scraped through with $8,600. 











Grand (Neth) (1,100; 25-50) 
‘Hamilton’ (WB). Class draw but 
competition too great; no better 


than $4,000. Last week ‘Five Star 
Final’ (FN) came through with fly- 
ing colors, $6,700. 

Majestic (RKO) (1,100; 10-25) 
‘Tip-Off?’ and ‘Shanghaied Love.’ 
Good for average $1,900, with big 
cards doing little damage here. 
Last week ‘Fanny Foley’ (Radio) 
and ‘Reckless Living’ (U) good 
enough at few cents over $2,000. 


Claudet’ and ‘Yellow’ Are Each a 
Near $75,000 at Cap and Roxy; 


Business Just Fair on Bway 





‘GIRLS’ WEAK IN N. 0. 
$12,000 at Saenger—‘Devotion’ Sat- 
isfactory at $13,000 





New Orleans, Nov. 2. 

Tepid pictures attracting but 
minor attention currently. Excep- 
tion is the Orpheum, which is lead- 
ing on ‘Devotion.’ ‘Dreyfus Case’ is 
also showing strength at the small 
Tudor. 

Estimates for This Week 

Saenger (3,600; 65)—‘Girls About 
Town’ (Par). Will be lucky to gar- 
ner $12,000, with little chance of 
pickup. Last week ‘Sob Sister’ (FN) 
trifle short of $12,000. 

Loew’s State (3,200; 60)—‘Cisco 
Kid’ (Fox). Looks around $10,000. 
Last week ‘Madelon Claudet’ (M-G) 
drew $15,000, big. 

Orpheum (2,400; 60)—‘Devotion’ 
(Pathe). Looks safe for $13,000. 
Last week ‘Notre Dame’ (U) got 
$13,000, fine. 

Strand (1,800; 50)—‘Ruling Voice’ 
(FN). May only get $2,100, bad. 
Last week ‘Beloved Bachelor’ (Par) 
attracted $2,300, not good. 

Tudor (800; 35)—‘Dreyfus Case’ 
(Col). May do $4,000, excellent 
here. Last week ‘Susan Lenox’ (M- 
1G), second run after Saenger, got 
$3,000. 





‘Garden’ Reopening Ham 
House to Big $4,200 


Birmingham, Nov. 32. 
(Drawing Population, 325,000) 
Just about the time the skies be- 
fan to clear a storm came up. Busi- 
ness was beginning to get better, 
then it suddenly flopped. Maybe 
it's the sudden cold weather keep- 
ing folks home cleaning out the 
chimneys. 


Estimates for This Week 

Alabama (Publix) (25-35-60)— 
‘Cisco Kid’ (Fox) and vaude. Weak 
and vaude the draw; $10,500. Last 
week ‘24 Hours’ (Par) $11,000. 

Strand (BTAC) (800; 25-40)— 
‘Chances’ (FN). War subject a 
drawback, $2,800. Last week ‘Wal- 
lingford’ (M-G) did the expected 
fair biz at $3,000. 

Ritz RKO) (1,600; 25-40)—‘Con- 
solation Marriage’ (Radio). Pretty 
good, $4,800. Last week ‘Platinum 
Blonde’ (Col) well liked, $5,000. 

Galax (BTAC) (500; 25-40)— 
‘Squaw Man’ (M-G). Baxter in com- 
peting picture} moderate $900. Last 
week ‘Holy Terror’ (Fox) mild, $850. 

Empire (BTAC) (1,100; 25-40)— 
‘Unholy Garden’ (UA). Reopening 
week and knockout business, $4,200. 

Temple (Indie) (2,650; 15-20)— 
‘Virtuous Husband’ (U), and ‘Sin 
Ship’ (Radio). Cheapest show in 
town will catch the thrifty; split 
week at $1,000. Last week ‘Dirig- 
ible’ (Col) and ‘Common Law 








(Pathe), fair at $950. 





Pittsburgh About Average 





Fulton’s 


Two-for-Ones a Help—‘Claudet’ 


$20,500 at Penn——‘Blonde’ $15,500, Stanley 





Pittsburgh, Nov. 2. 
(Drawing Population, 1,000,000) 
Things are off this week. Little 


likelihood of anything better than 
average all along the line. 

Leader looks like ‘Madelon Claud- 
et’ at the Penn, which should spurt 
mat trade. Got great notices and 
points to nice $20,500, considering 
that Helen Hayes means nothing as 
ascreen draw. ‘Platinum Blonde’ is 
a bit disappointing at the Stanley in 
the face of unanimous critical ap- 
proval. 

Fulton, still going strong on two- 
for-ones four days a week, seems to 
have hit a steady level, and a profit- 
able one, ambling between $7,000 
and $8,590. ‘Sob Sister’ should get 
around $7,800, James Dunn being 
billed above picture’s title. ‘Mad 
Genius’ is off to poor start at War- 
ner with prospects no better than 
$8,500. 

Estimates for This Week 

Davis (WB) (1,700; 10-15-25-50) 
—I Like Your Nerve’ (FN). Even 
Doug, Jr., and Loretta Young can't 
beat $3,000, poor. Last week ‘Mon- 
key Business’ (Par) yanked after 
four days to switch house to Fri- 
day opening; Marx film, a second 
downtown run, under $2,500 for 
brief engagement. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,800; 10- 
15-25-35-50)—‘Sob__ Sister’ (Fox). 
Good showing laid to James Dunn, 
billed above title here; looks like 


nice $7,800; two-for-ones, good four 
days a week, seem to be doing very 
well for this site. Last week ‘The 
Brat’ (Fox) around $7,400. 

Harris (WB) (1,800; 10-20-30-40). 
Double feature ‘Fanny Foley’ (Ra- 


dio) and Hoot Gibson western 
should result in $2,800. Last week 
‘Murder at Midnight’ (Tiff) and 


feature western about same. 


Penn (Loew-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50-60) ‘Madelon Claudet’ (M-G). 
Great notices and big mat trade 
anticipated; $20,500, very good. 
Last week ‘Susan Lenox’ M-G) 
great at just short of $30,000, 


Sheridan Square (RKO) (1,800; 
10-15-25-35-50) ‘Phantom of Paris’ 
(M-G). Picture previously played 
to new low at Penn; nothing better 
expected in East Liberty; poor $2,- 
800. Last week ‘Palmy Days’ (UA) 
around $4,900. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-50) 
‘Platinum Blonde’ (Col). Big cam- 
paign and film won excellent no- 
tices, so $15,500 a bit disappointing; 
laid principally to lack of recog- 
nized screen names, Last week ‘De- 
votion’ (Pathe) yanked after five 
days to put house on Thursday 
opening; about $12,500 for short 
period, 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 
‘Mad Genius’ (WB). Good Barry- 
more display but subject matter 
not of wide appeal here; weak $8,- 
500 indicated. Last week ‘Cisco 


25-35-50) 





Kid’ (Fox) close to $11,000, 


ww 








Business along Broadway is but 
fair this week, though there'll 
be election day (Tuesday) to help 
with holiday prices. ‘Madelon Clau- 
det’ is sending the Capitol to 
around $75,000 and a holdover, while 
the Roxy's ‘Yellow Ticket’ should 
also do $75,000 and Rialto’s ‘Unholy 
Garden’ near $32,000. These three 
houses may even build slightly to 
better figures. 

Paramount with ‘Girls About 
Town’ will be around $50,000 again 
and the Mayfair takes the sagging 
spot of the Street, hitting a new 
low for $12,000 with ‘Consolation 
Marriage.’ 

First week of November and it’s 
moving day for the holdovers. An- 
other week will see ‘Monkey Busi- 
ness’ make way for ‘Age for Love’ 
(UA) at the Rivoli (11) and ‘Five 
Star Final’ moves from the Winter 
Garden Wednesday (4) to be re- 
placed by ‘Ruling Voice’ (FN). 
Only special on the Street, ‘Guards- 
man,’ makes way for ‘The Champ’ 
(MG) Monday (9). 

Of the newer run films ‘Mad Ge- 
nius’ looks hardly apt to stick more 
than three weeks, with $18,000 for 
its second stanza at the Hollywood 
and the only reason for ‘Fanny 
Foley’ lingering at Warners is @ 
shortage of product. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,120; $1-$2). ‘The Guards- 
man’ (MG) (9th week). Runs out 
Monday (9) after pretty consistent 
trade; to be replaced by ‘The 
Champ’ (MG), new Wallace Beery 
piece. 

Broadway (1,900; 35-85-$1). ‘The 
Tipofft’ (Pathe) and stage show (2nd 
and final week). Television novelty 
continues as booked for two week 
stay; $15,000. Last week same show 
$18,000. 

Capitol (5,400; 25-85-$1.50). ‘Mad- 
elon Claudet’ (MG) (lst week). 
Helen Hayes film debut for $75,000 
or better. Horace Heidt band on 
stage; holding over. Last week 
‘Susan Lenox’ finished second 
stanza to $77,900; fine. 

Hollywood (1,816; 50-65-$1). ‘Mad 
Genius’ (WB) (2nd week). At $18,- 
000 means doubtful of more than 
three weeks, Last week $25,000. 

Paramount (3,664; 40-65-85) ‘Girls 
About Town’ (Par) and stage show. 
Just mooching along, big advance 
campaign for Bing Crosby this Fri- 
day; $50,000. Last week, ‘Woman 
Between’ (Radio) $49,000 as Cab 
Calloway bolstered. 

Rialto (2,000; 25-40) ‘Unholy Gar- 
den’ (UA) (1st week). Stanza reads 
near $32,000, pretty fair. Last six 
days of ‘Palmy Days’ (UA), end- 
ing the fifth week, $11,700. 

Mayfair (2,200; 40-$1) ‘Consola- 
tion Marriage’ (Radio). Hitting new 
low at $12,000. Last week, ‘Notre 
Dame’ (U), second week, $16,900. 

Rivoli (2,200; 40-65-85-$1) ‘Mon- 
key Business’ (Par) (4th week). 
Ready to blow at a finale $20,000 
and successful month’s run; ‘Age 
for Love’ (UA) follows Nov. Il, 
Last week $25,900. 

Roxy (6,200; 60-75-$1.50) ‘Yellow 
Ticket, (Fox) and stage show. 
Foreign clientele pushing this one 
for $75,000; pretty good. Last week 
‘Cisco Kid’ (Fox), $69,300, light. 

Strand (2,900; 25-50-75) ‘Platinum 
Blonde (Col). Not so hot at $12,000. 
Last week ‘Hamilton’ (WB), stay at 
the Hollywood, $12,800. 

Warners (1,100; 650-75) ‘Fanny 
Foley’ (Radio) (2nd week). Bad at 
$1,500 and held only because of 
product shortage. Last week, open- 
ing, $2,500; poor. 

Winter Garden (1,418; 35-85-$1) 
‘Ruling Voice’ (FN). Opens Wednes- 
day (4). ‘Five Star Final’ (WB) 
finishing seven weeks at $14,000, 
after consistently profitable run. 
Last week, $16,700. 

Vanderbilt (Tobis) (826; 50-75-$1) 
‘Eine Freundin So Goldig Wie Du’ 
(Ondra-Lamac) (2nd week). Built 
a little over weekend with holiday 
Tuesday, probably helping for $3,500. 
Last week, $3,100; balcony seata 
dropped to 25c. for matinees. 

Cosmopolitan (Ufa) (50-75-$1- 
$1.50-$2) ‘Das Floetenconcert von 
Sanssouci’ (3rd week). Dropped te 
poor $2,500. Last week, $3,000. 





Derr-Sullivan’s Next 


Holly wood, Nov. 2. 
BH. B. Derr and Charles Sullivan, 
leaving Howard Hughes Nov. 20, 
may align with Fox. 
Team has had several studio bids 
but is doing the deciding slowly. 





Dixie Lee in Vaude 
Leo Fitzgerald is bringing Dixte 
Lee from talkers into vaude, Off- 
stage she's Mrs. Bing Crosby. 
Miss Lee will do a singing act 
with Lenny Hayden as pianist- 
partner. 
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Stock Market 





(Continued from page 7) 
ported for the fiscal year to Aug. 
31, net profits at $7.43 a share, real- 
izing bullish expectations. 


Favorable Signs 


Paramount and Loew jumped into 
leadership last week and with any 
kind of general market stability it 
seemed that their improvement 
ought to continue into the current 
week, particularly with the general 
business news showing more favor- 
able than unfavorable signs. 

Impetus for the move in Para- 
mount came from the announcement 
that powerful Chicago interests had 
taken a part in company affairs fol- 
lowing a campaign of buying stock 
in the open market. This new in- 
fluence made its appearance on 
Thursday, when, out of a clear sky 
and a remarkably dull trading sit- 
uation, Paramount suddenly forged 
to the front and on enormous vol- 
ume of buying pushed up out of its 
old trading range near 12 to better 
than 14. This movement continued 
right to the close Saturday when 
the stock was quoted above 15. 

Loew followed promptly on the 
heels of Paramount and on Satur- 
day had surmounted its former bar- 
rier at 40, to go through above 41, 
ending the week close to its best 
price since the early October break. 
Market gossip tried to connect the 
two incidents, but nothing definite 
came out, leaving the question open, 
whether the Loew move was related 
to the entrance of Chicago capital 
into Paramount, or something had 
taken place affecting the ownership 
of the block of Loew stock held by 
the Fox interests. Trade people 
rather favored the latter supposi- 
tion, discounting loose rumors about 
a possible Par-Loew association. 

The other amusements were not 
much benefitted market-wise by the 
special developments in Par and 
Loew, generally closing the week 
with trifling net declines. How- 
ever, the negligible price changes 
are of small moment. If the gen- 
eral list continues the improvement 
of late last week, the others likely 
will participate in the advance of 
the group leaders, if only on senti- 
mental grounds. 


New Par. Figures 

Details of the Paramount Chicago 
invasion were that John H. Hertz, 
head of Yellow Cab; Albert D. 
Lasker, former head of the U. S. 
Shipping Board and now a member 
of Lord, Thomas & Logan Adver- 
tising agency and indirectly, Wil- 
liam Wrigley, Jr., chewing gum 
‘king,’ had been heavy purchasers 
of Paramount stock in the open 
market and would go or be repre- 
sented upon the Par board. Hertz 
is a turfman of note and since he 
sold the Yellow Cab property to 
General Motors has been virtually 
retired from active business. Be- 
hind this sudden entrance of Chi- 
cago money into company affairs is 
said to be a long and friendly con- 
nection between Paramount officials 
and leading financial people of Chi- 
cago. 

What its import in the company’s 
figures does not appear clearly at 
this time, except that it represents 
a major operation from which the 
film company cannot but profit. 
Mere fact that strong capital has 
been attracted to Paramount can 
suggest only that the western peo- 
pie see prospects of profit there, 
and that for ticker purposes is 
sufficient. Whether their plans ivuok 
to including Loew in some sort of 
association remains for the future to 
reveal. On the surface the ticker ac- 
tion would make it seem within 
reason, 

In any event, the mere publication 


of the news was sufficient to center 
attention on Paramount, which on 
Thursday actually led the’ entire 
market out of a period of listless- 
ness. Paramount’s move, of course, 
didn’t bring on the rally, but Para- 
mount was first to get under way 
on the rally and was in the van 
throughout the upturn, 

There were plenty of signs iate in 
the week that the general market 
bulge was based on pretty substan- 
tial grounds, foremost of them be- 
ing a sensational advance in grain 
prices, wheat moving up to 66 cents 
a bushel which is 12 cents or 35% 
above its recent low. Chicago sent 
out reports of heavy demand from 
abroad and it was freely predicted 
around the Board of Trade that 
wheat was headed for the dollar 
level. A strong wheat market could 
turn the depression tide almost 
alone. 

At the same time export of gold 
ceased and there were signs of the re- 
turn of yellow metal to this country, 
with striking fall of the French 
franc. American currency circula- 
tion shrank and generally there was 
improvement in the position of the 
dollar. Business leaders expressed 
satisfaction with the progress of 
the new credit pool, the usual me- 
diums of news from the steel busi- 
ness were of cheerful import and 
several favorable analyses of car 
loading figures past and to come 
were made to look bullish. 

Takes Bad News Well 

Some important third quarter in- 
come statements have made their 
appearance, bringing bad news into 
the open, but the market has done 
well in the face of these adverse in- 
fluences and with any favorable de- 
velopments ought to make further 
gains. 

Only news over the week-end 
that looked discouraging was that 
indicating a turn for the worse in 
the Far East situation, but what 
bearing that would have on Wall 
Street was not certain. 

All these things seem pretty re- 
mote from the film business, but 
the point is that, if such influences 
bring on a recovery, show business 
together with all other business 
stands to participate in betterment. 
Show business itself was not 
lacking in favorable developments. 
Universal reporting for the third 
quarter showed a small profit per 
share in contrast to its previous 
statement showing an actual de- 
ficit. Consolidated Film reporting 
for the quarter to Sept. 30, showed 
net of $328,228, which covers the 
dividend on the $2 preferred and 
leaves 24 cents a share for-the com- 
mon, comparing with $285,900, or 16 
cents on the common, for the pre- 
ceding quarter. 

With scattered signs of improve- 
ment such as these and last week’s 
favorable action of the. leading 
amusement stocks, it would seem 
that the position of the whole group 
would be good at the start of the 
new week, to take adventage of any 
general market improvement. 

The bond section was highly ir- 
regular, the old Paramount bonds 
dipping 4 points net and the Gen- 
eral Theatre loan dropping into 
new low ground at 10%. At the 
same time the new Par-Pub. bonds 
moved up 2 points and the Warner 
obligations jumped ‘more than 4. 
Volume in all cases was so small 
as to rob these movements of 
significance. The exception was the 





Warner lien dealings which totalled 
$185,000. Shubert bonds reflected 
the company situation by lapsing 
back close to the low, around 4. 
Minor sales broke the price from 
7% to 5. 





Dealings on the Curb were negli- 
gible. 


Summary for week ending Saturday, Oct. 31: 
STOCK EXCHANGE 
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CURB 
4% genese Columbia Picts., v.t.c. (75+)... .. - 
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Seattle Holds Nice Level; 
‘Affair’ $12,000 at Orph 


Seattle, Nov. 2. 
(Drawing population, 500,000) 

Nothing this week overly strong. 
Billed as national or international 
amateur bicycle championships of 
world, arena especially erected, and 
100,000 free tickets said to have been 
handed out. Races to run a couple 
of months or so. New gag is hitting 
the town and means more opposish 
for the theatres. 

Paramount has oke attraction in 
‘Yellow Ticket’ for first time in long 
while. 

(Estimates for This Week) 

Paramount (Fox) (3,106; 25-35-50) 
‘Yellow Ticket’ (Fox). Dandy story 
and $10,000 okay. Last week hectic, 
‘Sob Sister’ (Fox), only $3,500 in five 
days; then ‘Road to Reno’ (Par), 
also weak. 

5th Ave. (Fox) (2,300; 25-35-60). 
‘Wallingford’ (M-G). Opened oke, 
liked and looks for swell $14,500. 
$14,500. Last week, ‘Personal Maid’ 
$12,300. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (950: 25- 
50) ‘Expensive Women’ (WB). First 
time for Dolores Costello here in 
long time, and billing her heavily: 
nice biz anticipated at $4,500. Last 
week ‘Honor of Family’ (WB) out 
after six days at poor $2,600. 
Music Box (Hamrick) (900; 
50) ‘Unholy Garden’ (UA) (2nd 
week). Doing fairly, $4,000. Last 
week, same film fine at $6,900. 
Orpheum (RKO) (2,700; 25-60) 
‘Dangerous Affair’ (Col). Looks to 
do good $12,000. Last week ‘Notre 
Dame’ (U) natural for this time of 
year. A wow $17,000. 

Coliseum (Fox) (1,800; 25-35) 
‘Young As You Feel’ (Fox). Looks 
to stay whole week; $3,600 fine. 
Last week bad biz with ‘Common 
Law’ (Pathe) and ‘Sweepstakes’ 
(Pathe) due to both already run 
too many times in town, $2,000; 
house now on mixed policy in ef- 
fort to click; first run part of time, 
and subsequent run being tried. 
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Incorporations 


New York 
Albany, Nov. 2. 
Herbert Hoey, Inc., New York Coun- 
ty; theatrical, amusement; 100 shares no 


par. 
International Play 

Manhattan; theatrical; 

par. 

Sun Tan Producing Co., Inc., Manhat- 

tan; theatrical; $20,000. 

Berlin Play, Inc., Manhattan; theatri- 


Company, Inc., 
200 shares no 


cal; 100 shares no par. 
Mill Streams Theatres, Inc., Manhat- 
tan; dramatic, musical, other literary 


works, entertainments, amusements; 100 
shares no par. 

The Ulban Corp., Manhattan; theatri- 
cal; 1,100 shares—1,000 preferred $10 
and 100 common no par. 

Blenheim Theatre, Inc., Bronx; realty, 
theatrical; $10,000. 

Talkies, Inc. (New York Exchange), 
Manhattan; motion. picture’ business; 
1,000 shares no par. 

Dorsy Amusement Corporation, Man- 
hattan; theatrical, motion pictures, 
amusements of all kinds; 200 shares no 
par. 
Parkway Theatre, the- 
atrical; $10,000. 

Rismore Corp., Utica; theatrical per- 
formances of all kinds; 500 shares no 
par. 


Inc., Bronx; 


Change of Capital 
La Hay Theatre Corp., Buffalo, 1,000 
shares no par reduced to 503 shares no 
uar. 
Dissolutions 


Loew Amusement Company, Kings. 


California 
Sacramento, Nov. 2% 
Heisner Theatrical Corp., Ltd., County 
of Los Angeles. Capital 2,500 shares, 
$30 subscribed. Paul E. Heister, Marie 
Heister ,Hortense J, Heister. 
Ungar’s Daily, Inc., County of Los An- 


gcles. Capital 2,400 shares, $3 sub- 
scribed, Arthur Ungar, Ella M. Ungar, 
M. M. Golden. 


Fox Hills Holding Co., County of Los 
Angeles. Capital stock 4,000 shares, none 
subscribed. Warren E. Libby, William 
A. Sherwin, M. Tellefson. 


Judgments 


Creation Pictures Corp., American 
Ins. of Newark; costs, $83. 

Jack Linder; 898 West End Ave. 
Corp.; $524. 

; B. F. Keith Corp.; J. J. Powers; 

634. 

Triangle Film Corp.; Lloyds Film 
Storage Corp.; $191. 

Geo. W. Lederer; Central Park 
View Operating Corp.; $1,424. 

Rosetta Duncan; Gristede Bros. 
Inc.; $992. 

Allard Pictures Corp., Harry N. 
Kerer and Henry Sonenshine; E. 
Finkelstein; $2,095. 

Jack Linder; Bethlehem Proper- 
ties, Inc.; $334. 

Leon M. Dick Associates, 
Harry Lee Pub. Co., Inc.; $437. 

Myra Furst; United Stores Realty 
Corp.; $373. 

John W. Harkrider; Edgar A. Levy 
Leasing Co., Inc.; $474. 

George White; Bamberger Broad- 
oe Service, Inc., et al.; costs, 
59. 

Denton & Haskins Music Pub. Co., 
Inc.; Gotham Music Service, Inc., 
et al.; $1,385. 

Supreme Radio & Phonograph Co. 
Inc., and Joseph Greenberg; E. Ma- 
honey, et al.; $617. 








Inc.; 





Reading, Pa., Nov. 2. 
Dawson W. Light, an attorney has 


been appointed trustee in bankruptcy of 
A. A. Oxenreider, owner of Fort Hill 
Amusement Park, near Newmanstown, 
Pa. Assets about $5,000; Habilities, 
$7.552 





DETROIT STAYS DOWN, 
DELUXERS MISS $30,000 


Detroit, Nov. 2. 
Business around town continues 
down. 


Estimates for This Week 
Michigan (‘Girls About Town’ 
(Par) (4,045; 15-25-35-60) and stage 
show. Nothing to get excited about, 
must sprint to reach $25,000, not 
good. Last week, $25,700 on ‘Be- 
loved Bachelor’ (Par). 


Fox ‘Heartbreak’ (Fox) and stage 
show (5,000; 15-25-50). Doing only 
fair; maybe $27,000. Last week ‘Big 
Gamble’ $25,600. 





Fisher ‘Mad Genius’ (WB) and 
stage show (2,300; 15-25-35-60). 
Nice enough around $18,000. Last 


week ‘Honor of Family’ (WB) $17,- 
900. 
Downtown ‘Rebound’ (Pathe) (2,- 


750; 15-25-50). Nice reviews not 
helping; too classy for big dough 
here; a fair $13,000. Last week 


‘Notre Dame’ (U) wound up for a 
nice second week at $11,000. 

Paramount ‘Platinum Blonde’ 
(Col) (3,448; 15-25-35-60). Great 
reviews but consensus of Jean not 
drawing; about $11,000. Last week 
‘Susan Lenox’ (M-G). Did fairly 
for third week, $9,000. 

United Artist ‘Unholy Garden’ 
(UA) (2,018; 15-25-35-60-75). Only 
fair and two weeks; Tues. opening 
of ‘Age for Love’ (UA); will get 
about $8,000 for six days. Last week 
it got $14,400. 

State ‘Susan Lenox’ (M-G) (3,000; 
15-25-50). Cutting balcony price to 
25 cents a help; also midnight ama- 
teur show getting a few; near $10,- 
000 for the week. Last week ‘Left 
Over Ladies’ got $3,800 in six days. 


‘Girls’ $14,000 and ‘Bach’ 
$10,000.in Quiet Cincy 


Cincinnati, Nov. 2. 
(Draw. Pop., 700,000) 
Hallowe’en crowds didn’t get 
around to buying seats and a big 
fire at peak time Saturday night cut 
off northern Kentucky localities, al- 
ways a dependable draw. So busi- 


ness is not especially high this 
week. 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-75) ‘Last 
Flight’ (FN) and vaude. Stage 
show getting the huzzahs, Bar- 
thelmess a draw though film is mys- 
tifying customers; all adding up to 
decent enough, $25,000. Last week 
‘Pardon Us’ (M-G) plucked $23,500, 
Louis Armstrong band not getting 
much appreciation. 

Palace (RKO) (2,700; 30-50) ‘Girls 
About Town’ (Par). Seems to be 
getting along okay at $14,000. Last 
week ‘Unholy Garden’ (UA) fared 
satisfactorily, $13,800. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 30-50) ‘Con- 
solation Marriage’ (Radio). No 
gong buster at $9,500. Last week 
‘Singapore’ (WB) grabbed $10,500. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 30-50), 
‘Beloved Bachelor’ (Par). Will be 
satisfied if getting $10,000. Last 
week $12,506, high with ‘24 Hours’ 
(Par.). 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,600; 30-50), 
‘Squaw Man’ (MG), Velez and Bax- 
ter combo one of best for this house 
in weeks; $5,000 likely. Last week 
‘Wicked’ (Fox), weak, $3,500. 

Strand (RKO) (1,350; 25-40), 
‘Susan Lenox’ (MG). Second run 
and house above usual level on $4,- 
200. Last week ‘Smart Woman’ (Ra- 
dio), around $3,500. 





Family (RKO) (1,140; 20-35), 
‘Homicide Squad’ (U) and ‘Sun- 
down Trail ’(Pathe). Split week- 


ing for a inodest $3,500. Same last 
week with ‘Purple Sage’ (Fox) and 
‘Mad Parade’ (Par). 

Grand (Erlanger) (1,600; 30-50). 
‘Girl From Rhine’ (German). Fill- 
ing in legit booking gap; might hit 
$3,000. 


Sob’ on $12,300 Okay 
In Louisville—‘Kid’ $8,100 


—_—_— 


Louisville, Nov. 2. 

Combination of ‘Sob Sister’ and 
vaudeville at the Rialto leading this 
week. The Brown is running much 
better, too, with ‘Five Star Final.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Strand (4th Ave.) (1,865; 25-35- 
50-60)—‘Cisco Kid’ (FN). Will do 
about $8,100, not bad. t week 
‘Notre Dame’ (U) $10,000, good. 

Brown—‘Five Star Final’ (WB). 
Around $9,000. Last week ‘Sweep- 
stakes’ (Pathe) $7,500. 

Loew’s (3,252; 25-35-50-60)—Un- 
holy Garden’ (UA). About $8,300, 
just fair. Last week ‘Madelon 
Claudet’ (M-G) $9,700. 

Rialto (4th Ave.) (2,940; 35-40-50) 
—‘Sob Sister’ (Fox) and vaude. 
Around $12,300, okay. Last week ‘24 
Hours’ (Par) went to $11.400. 


Alamo (4th Ave.) (1,100; 15-25- 
40)—‘Beloved Bachelor’ (Par). 
About $4,500. Last week ‘Road to 


Reno’ (Par), with local boy in cast, 





only $4,800 


re 


Philly Slows Down, 
H. 0’s by Necessity: 
‘Sob’ $25,000 at Fox 


Philadelphia, Noy, 2. 

There wasn’t much to take heart 
about in film business here last 
week, and little indication for anys 
thing really bright this week. 

Stanley-Warner people are holds 
ing over ‘Susan Lenox’ for a second 
week, first time ever tried at the 
Mastbaum. Real reason however 
isn’t the attendance but lack of 
something strong to stick in, Ru. 
mors of Mastbaum’s closing are stil} 
strong here. ‘Lenox’ got about $37,000 
last week, from $12,000 to $15,000 
better than this house has been do. 
ing of late, but $15,000 under what 
Garbo pictures were grossing here 
a year or so ago. 

‘Unholy Garden’ is given a chance 
for some trade at Keith's this week 
but the others are pretty pale. The 
Boyd reopens Friday night (6) with 


‘Madelon Claudette’ and on the 
same date the Stanley gets ‘Five 
Star Final,’ both announced for 
‘Hollywood’ openings with all the 
lights, mikes, ete. ‘Mad Genius,’ 
originally scheduled to open Boyd 
has been set back two weeks. 
Estimates for This Week 
Mastbaum (4,800; 35-50-75)—‘Sue 
san Lenox’ (M-G), 2d week), 


Held over not so much due to boxe 
office but because of lack of suite 
able bookings; around $25,000 thig 
week. Last week fine at $37,000. 

Stanley (3,700; 35-50-75)—‘Smart 
Woman” (Radio). Looks about 
$13,000. Last week ‘Notre Dame’ 
(U), after fine first week, lucky to 
get $11,000 on holdover. 

Stanton (1,700; 25-65)—‘My Sin" 
(Par) 2d week). Tallulah Banke 
head held for second week but also 
not because of trade; $7,500 on 
holdover. Last week around $10,500, 


Keith’s (1,800) 35-50-75)—‘Un- 
holy Garden’ (UA). Likely to do as 
well as anything in town despite 


mixed notices; maybe $17,000. Last 
week ‘Pardon Us’ (M-G) $16,000. 

Fox (3,000; 35-50-75)—‘Sob Sis« 
ter’ (Fox) and stage show. Fig- 
ures to get real trade on James 
Dunn’s. local popularity; maybe as 
high as $25,000. Last week ‘Purple 
Sage’ (Fox), with Irene Bordoni on 
stage, about $21,800, good enough. 

Earle (2,000; 25-65)—‘Expensive 
Women’ (WB). Nothing hot in 
sight; house suffering badly through 
lack of stage show; maybe $12,000, 
Last week ‘Honor of Family’ (WB), 
$13,500. 

Karlton (1,000; 50)—‘Mad Parade’ 
(Par). Weak and hardly more than 
$3,500. Last week ‘I Like Your 
Nerve’ (FN) just over $4,000, bad. 

Arcadia (600; 50)—‘Palmy Days’ 
(UA). Looks big and may get 
$4,000 on second downtown shows 
ing. Last week ‘Phantom of Paris’ 
(M-G), $2,500. 


Voice’ $19,000 and ‘Bill 
$8,000—Good in Balto 


Baltimore, Nov. 2. 
(Drawing Population, 850,000) | 

Loew’s continues to feed film 
celebs to the Century stage. Mae 
Murray last week, Blanche Sweet 
current. ‘Susan Lenox,’ day and 
and dating at Valencia and Park- 
way, looks like the leading draw this 
week. This one was big at the Stan- 
ley. ‘Beloved Bachelor,’ at Century, 
and ‘Ruling Voice,’ at the Stanley, 
seem okay but not sensational. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew-UA), ‘Beloved 
Bachelor’ (Par) and stage show 
(3,200; 25-60). Doubtful from b.o. 
angle; just average with Blanche 
Sweet in person. Not over $20,000. 
Last week ‘Road to Reno’ (Par) 
rather disappointing; Mae Murray 
on stage; only $18,500. 

Stanley (Loew, Stanley-Crandall), 
‘Ruling Voice’ (WB) (3,600; 25-60). 
Maybe a pretty good $19,000. Last 
week ‘Madelon Claudet’ (M-G) 
clicked for excellent $22,500. 2 

Valencia (Loew-UA), ‘Susan 
Lenox’ (M-G) (1,500; 25-35). A 
smash at the big Stanley and should 
keep up good work here; say $3,800. 
Last week ‘Unholy Garden’ (UA) & 
pretty fair $3,000. 

Parkway (Loew-UA), ‘Susan 
Lenox’ (M-G) (1,000; 25-35). Day 
and dating with Valencia and, 48 
usual, running ahead; looks big at 
$4,800. Last week ‘Unholy Garden 
(UA) less than fair $3,500. , 

Rivoli (Wilson Amus. Co.), ‘Friends 
and Lovers’ (2,000; 25-40). Menjou 
should draw; probably a pretty good 





$6,500, Last week ‘Fifty Fathoms 

(Col) satisfactory at $5,500. = 
Keith’s (Schanbergers), ‘Girls 

About Town’ (Par) (2,500; 25-50). 


Title should aid and fair enough at 
about $8,000. Last week ‘Expensive 
Women’ $7,500. 

Auditorium (Schanbergers), er 
bert (legit). Dark. ‘Wonder Bar, 
next week. ‘This Thing Called Love 
last week (six days) around $4,000. 

Hipp (Rappaport), ‘Homicide 
Squad’ (U) and vaude (2,500; $5-00% 
Clicking smoothly and should 8é 
average $11,000. Last week ‘Sky- 
line’ and vaude $11,500. 

New (Mechanic), ‘Ambassador 
Bill’ (Fox) (1,800; 25-50). Rogers 
draws pretty well here; a good $8,° 
500. Last week ‘Yellow Ticket 





(Fox) okay $8,000. 
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SUICIDE FLEET, the Navy's Big Parade, has 
proven by preview that it is a SENSATIONAL 
SMASH. | 

And by SENSATIONAL SMASH I mean the 
type of picture that a showman can show his stuff 
with. The exploitation angles are unlimited. And 
the appeal is for the whole family. | 

SUICIDE FLEET tells for the first time the inside 
story of how we sank the submarines. The Navy 
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lent every cooperation to RKO Pathe, including 
submarines, destroyers and personnel. 

It will be released for Thanksgiving. Those 
fortunate enough to get it will have plenty to be 
thankful for. 

SUICIDE FLEET is sailing toward the box-office 
to torpedo all your past records! 


Med b Dipcut- 


General Sales Manager. 
REO Pathe 
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BILL BOYD - ROBERT ARMSTRONG 

JAMES GLEASON 
GINGER ROGERS - HARRY BANNISTER 
Directed by Albert Rogell 


Story by Commander Herbert A. Jones - Scenario by Lew Lipion 


A CHARLES R. ROGERS PRODUCTION 


HARRY JOE BROWN ASSOCIATE PRODUCER 
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O2 PATHE 


The Old Fightin’.Cock crows every Friday night 10:30 N. Y. time, 
RKO THEATRE OF THE AIR—NBC hook-up of 44 coast-to-coast stations! 








THE OLD FIGHTIN’ 
‘ COCK IS RIDING ON 
THE CREST OF THE WAVE! 
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FOREIGN FILM NEWS 


Cable Address: VARINEWS, PARIS 
Central 01-57; Louvre, 52-15 








Gold Suspension Booms Australia, 





But Fans Stil Want Show Bargains 


a 


Sydney, Oct. 10. 

From out of the gloom a light 
has appeared. 

Great Britain by foregoing the 
gold standard.has been the means 
of sending the wool and wheat mar- 
kets away up. In Australia whose 
main export commodity is wool, 
such a condition means increased 
spending power for the man on the 
land and in turn to city dwellers 
Sooner or later the 
theatrical managers reap the ben- 
efit. 

During the latter end of Septem- 
ber a great revival in trade along 
the main stem has been noted, and 
managers look forward to a general 
brightening all around. 

For the first time in Sydney for 
many months every theatre is open 
and catching fair trade; unemploy- 
ment is gradually declining, and 
whilst Australia is still in a poor 
plight, high hopes are held for the 
near future. The local pound note 
during the past two weeks has risen 
in value, and this in itself should be 
a big factor in bringing trade to the 
theatres. 

Nevertheless, Australians are still 
demandimg high fare at a low cost, 
and only theatres playing two fea- 
tures, orchestra, stage act and 
organ are getting coin, the excep- 
tion being one or two smash long- 
run hits such as ‘Viennese Night’ 
(20 weeks), and ‘Daddy Long Legs.’ 


METRO AFTER DEAL TO 
PRODUCE IN PARIS 


: Paris, Nov. 2. 

Metro is preparing to produce 
locally, realizing that this market 
is unable to support Hollywoodian 
overhead. While Metro is unwill- 
ing to run studios here, it intends 
to distribute some product ordered 
from affiliated local independents, 
similar to several other American 
companies. 

Affiliation is undecided ag yet. 
Metro’s position here is getting 
worse all the time because of sell- 
ing features against complete pro- 
grams offered by the opposition. 











Metro recently completed a deal 
with Hakim in London for three 
British films to be made for Metro 
distribution and if making any 
French deal, would probably go no 
further than that on the Continent. 
Metro would not mind handling a 
few European films for distribution, 
if that will give Metro a more firm 
European footing. Meantime, the 
American company is continuing 
its program of foreign dubbed ver- 
sions to be made in Hollywood. 


Fairbanks in French 


Hollywood, Nov. 2. 

Warners will make at least one 
foreign picture locally during the 
coming year. It will be French with 
Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., starred. 

Studio has no other plans for 
either directs or synchronizations. 
Reason for going French with Fair- 
banks is the heavy pull experienced 
in that tongue with the ‘Aviator’ 
last year. 

Search is now on for a suitable 
story. 








Hague Bans ‘Dance’ 


The Hague, Nov. 2. 

‘Tanz Geht Weiter,’ Warner 
Brothers’ German version of ‘Dance 
Goes On’ has been banned by the 
censor here. 

It’s the only film banning this 
week here, practically a low water 
mark for this territory. 


Ufa’s Swiss-Made 


Zurich, Nov. 2. 





Ufa is set to start work on a new 
here. 
Picture has a Swiss locale and will 


picture to be made entirely 


be titled ‘Mountain Tourist.’ 


Theo Shall will star, with Alfred 


Zeisler directing. 


KIMURA’S PAR JOB 


Hollywood, Nov. 2. 
editor of 





R. Kimura, 


Orient. 

Kimura arrives here Dec, 
several days with studio officials be- 
fore going east. 


Punch and Judy Folds 


Chicago, Nov. 2. 

Max and Nate Ascher are out of 
of the Punch and Judy with the 
house closing for good. For eight 
months Ascher’s tried with German 
films after the spot was opened by 
Louis Machat, now operating the 
Cinema 

Financial! reverses broke down the 
Ascher’s, with the shutdown com- 
ing at the request of the landlord. 
With Punch and Judy folding and 
the Monroe in double features the 
foreign picture field in town is left 
to Machat’s Cinema now. 








Par’s Foreign Grosses 
12% Above Prior Year 
Despite Worse Times 





Paramount’s grosses from foreign 
distribution amount to 12% above 
the previous year. -Actual figures 
are not available. The percentage 
of gain is tabbed for dollars and 
not debased currency, an unusually 
high business in the face of gen- 
eral economic conditions abroad and 
the fall in exchange. 

It has been officially estimated 
that weye conditions normal in the 
distribution field Par’s foreign sales 
might be leveled to around 50% of 
the domestic gross. Exchange drops 
vary from 15 to 50% in countries. 
Par’s biggest income spots are 
France and the Spanish speaking 
countries, with a substantial rep- 
resentations, in the face of the Kon- 
tingent, also in Germany. Also Eng- 
land where Par is producing native- 
ly to meet British quota demands. 
These figures while sounding big 
might not be taken too literally as 
with improved conditions the do- 
mestic gross would also be substan- 
tially higher. Most of Par’s income 
abroad looks to come from its na- 
tive made films although certain of 
its Hollywood and New York brand 
are turning nice amounts. 


Eastman Boosts Price on 
Raw Stock for England 


Eastman has raised the price on 
raw stock for the British market 
by one-tenth of a cent a foot. It’s a 
20% increase. 

Move is to make up partially in 
the drop in the British pound. 











Jarratt Still Booker 


Jeffrey Bernard in a recent cable 
to ‘Variety’ was mentioned having 
taken over the booking of the Brit- 
ish Gaumont’s six West End Lon- 
don theatres from Arthur Jarratt. 
Bernard asks that a correction be 
made, as follows: 

Owing to the success of his pre- 
sentation of ‘The Ghost Train’ at 
the Capitol, London, Bernard was 
asked by the directors, including 
Jarratt, to take over the presenta- 
tion of pictures at all of the B-G 
west end houses. which he has done. 
Jarratt remains the booker of these 
and other theatres, his position not 
being affected by Bernard’s new 
presentation duties. 


IN-LAW OUTA LUCK 


Milwaukee, Nov. 2. 








‘Movie 
Times,’ Japanese picture trade paper 
in Tokyo, has been engaged by Par- 
amount to oversee superimposing of 
titles on pictures intended for the 


10 for 


Although she has a contract call- 
ing for her appearance in English 
films, Ruth Peterson, Milwaukee, 
finds herself unable to make use of 
it because English officials have re- 
fused to renew her labor permit. 
Miss Peterson is the sister of Mrs. 
Mark Ostrer, wife of the chairman 
of the board of Gaumont-British. 

Miss Peterson went to England 
last fall under a six-month permit 
and appeared in several stage and 
screen productions. Present re- 





sult of unemployment in England 
A director cannot 
player unless he 
have just that pe 
duction. 


swears he 


Mauzens at Metro 
Hollywood, Nov. 2. 





I. M. Sackin placed the author. 


fusal of renewal is said to be re- 
employ a foreign 


must 
rson for the pro- 


Frederick Mauzens, French novel- 


‘CITY LIGHTS’ BIG 


Starting This Week on General Re- 
lease in England 








London, Nov. 2. 

‘City Lights’ (UA) was started on 
general release here this week with 
phenomenal business reported every- 
where. Eighty prints were sent out 
by the United Artists’ London ex- 
change for the first week alone. 

In most spots film is being strongly 
supported by acts or shorts, exhib- 
itors fearing to put in the silent pic- 
ture as the sole attraction. 


ENGLISH FILMS 
DRAWING WELL 
AT HOME 


London, Nov. 2. 
Surprise here in London is the 
seemingly sudden success of British 
talkers in all fields. Exhibitors com- 
pelled to screen 7% British films are 
voluntarily showing 30% and get- 
ting excellent grosses with them. 
Out of the last eight British 
shown six were home market win- 
ners, one was bad, and one was 
fair. Natural result is optimism all 
around, with considerable enthusi- 
asm, 
Studios are going up all around 
London, with early signs indicating 
a record activity for next year. 
Another thing that’s hopping up 
the British producers is the under- 
ground whispering that a 25% ad 
valorem tax on all imported product 
will be passed shortly by the gov- 
ernment. All the British producers 
are clearing their plants in prep- 
aration of that, so they can start 
a big drive immediately. 
Figured that there are about 260 
British talkers on schedules now for 
next year, with considerable likeli- 
hood that figure will be exceeded. 


BLAME UT TROUBLES ON 
FORCED BRITISH FILM 


Sydney, Oct. 10. 
Story cabled to Variety some 
weeks ago concerning the sorry 
plight of Union Theatres has only 
just broken locally. 
Right now U. T. is fighting the 
battle of its career to keep on its 
feet, and the bankers have ap- 
pointed special officials to handle 
the financial angle. Despite cutting 
overhead to the lowest level, U. T. 
still has plenty of problems. (Com- 
pany has since gone bankrupt, as 
described in ‘Variety’ Oct. 27.) 
Unemployment and tremendous 
taxation are two of the reasons for 
organization getting into its pres- 
ent state. U. T. fatled to meet the 
situation in the earlier stages of 
depression and now the battle is 
fought against odds. 
Too many policy changes in sev- 
eral theatres of the chain, and a 
failure to back up splash advertis- 
ing with real entertainment, have 
been a factor. Too many executives 
without a real knowledge of show- 
manship, also figures. 
For some time past U. T. has 
played up the British picture idea, 
and British pictures have been 
hoomed over the circuit. From a 
patriotic angle the idea is all right, 
but with one or two exceptions, 
British pictures have not been a 
smash hit in any theatre over here. 


Dialog Ban Blamed 


Milan, Oct. 23. 

To show the effect of the film dia- 
log ban, out of 34 cinema houses 
(these are the best) in Milan, 29 are 
American and 5 only are Italian and 
second-rate halls, 

While poor attendance at the halls 
must be ascribed to the economic 
crisis, nevertheless exhibitors say 
much of the lack of interest is due 
to the silencing of films. Even the 
best of editing cannot make up for 
the loss of dialog when nearly all 
the situations are dependent upon 

















cannot understand the language. 


Atkinson on ‘Era’ 


Nov. 2. 





London, 


Allied Newspapers and the 


ist, has been given a term contract | Telegraph,’ to replace Peter Burnup 
at Metro. He'll write and supervise | on ‘Era’. 
French scripts. ‘Era’ is a local film trade sheet 





controlled by Gaumont British. 


hearing the voice, even though one 


George Atkinson is slated to leave 
‘Daily 


Scanian dl 


U. S. Films’ Crime Taint So Dangerous 
Orient Showman Refuses 60%, of "Em 





Italy’s Minister Inspects 


Berlin, Nov. 2. 

Italy’s foreign minister Grandi, 
while visiting in Berlin last week 
made a tour of the Ufa studios in 
Babelsberg. 

Ludwig Klitzsh, Ufa president, 
met Minister Grandi and acted as 
his host during the studio tour. 


INDIA TOPS FRANCE IN 
NATIVE MADE PICTURES 


While no complete figures are ob- 
tainable, the continuous growth of 
the native film industry in India, 
despite economic and political up- 
sets, is decisively indicated in a re- 











cent survey compiled through Wash- 
ington sources that shows 26 native- 


made Indian films submitted for cen- 
sor consideration in Bombay in a 
single month. 

This is more than half as many as 
the American-made films submitted 
and around 50% more than the Eng- 
lish. Altogether 94 pictures were 
offered. These were divided as fol- 
lows: 

United States.cceccccstcese 50 

ENGIN 6.06 600 0dhoseaccesesee” SO 

PPTRBIR. 6006060caneenesenee 2s 

GOEFTBAN 20s vccccescocessaese 1 

The figures for native India film 
product are extraordinary in the 
face of annual computation of 
around 200 films, which may be con- 
servatively estimated to be natively 
produced. Modern interests, of 
course, led. 

Altogether it is figured from 38% 
to 40% of the films distributed in 
India are native made. That’s a high 
percentage against imported product 
anywhere, 

If the figures presented can be 
taken to indicate a definite quantity 
of production, India is said to be 
headed for around 200 native-made 
pictures annually. That may even 
be a conservative estimate. When 
the figures came to the attention of 
film authorities here, the comparison 
of number of native-made films in 
India as against possible imported 
product was considered extremely 
enlightening. 

On the general estimate, native- 
made product in India more than 
twice outnumbers the features an- 
nually made in France by French 
companies. This is exclusive of 
Paramount’s Joinville plant. India’s 
native output, besides, compares 
most favorably to the native German 
output, and probably is higher than 
the general English output. 


Tallulah’s Rep Eis to 
Hold Up ‘Sin’ in London 


London, Nov. 2. 

Business was under the recent 
high standard here during the 
week-end, with fine weather being 
directly responsible. Large exodus 
to the country hurt. 

‘Carnival,’ new British film, opened 
well at the Tivoli, and looks to be 
in for a month. Anna May Wong’s 
‘Daughter of the Dragon’ (Par) 
started indifferently at the Plaza 
and will be replaced after one week 
by ‘Secrets of a Secretary’ (Par). 

‘My Sin’ is doing poorly at the 
Carlton, despite Tallulah Bank- 
head’s local rep, and will probably 
not outlast a fortnight. 

‘My Sin’ (Par) replaced ‘Animal 
Crackers’ at the Carlton Wednesday 
(28). General press reception was 
indifferent with the picture looking 
to be only a stopgap at this house, 
while Paramount is cutting it’s 
latest British made talker. 


MEZ. STAGE SHOWS 
Mexico City, Oct. 29. 

Presentation policy has been ef- 
fected by Cine Olimpia (Par house) 
and Teatro Regis (Metro theatre). 
Largest and second largest respec- 
tively, of the local first line film 
peevenagre. are giving stage perform- 
j ances in connection with their fea- 
|ture films. Stage shows comprise 
native musicians and dancers, and 
are more in the nature of prologs 














than vaude. Public makes no kick 
;about paying 50% admission rate 
} boost. 








Hollywood, Nov. 2. 
Joe Fisher, the Malay Straits 
showman whose Capitol, in Singa- 
pore, rates with any American cin. 
ema house, sailed yesterday (1) on 


the President Coolidge for Honolulu 
on the last laps of his eighth round. 
the-world tour. Accompanied by 
his sister Fanny, Fisher will be back 
Dec. 8 in Singapore, sailing on the 
Yasu Kumi Maru from Hongkong 
Dec. 4, Both liners are making 
their maiden voyages. 

Fisher, while here, had much to 
say about American pictures for the 
Orient, at least so far as his own 
sector of the Far East is concerned, 
but stresses that these restrictions 
are general. It explains why Fisher 
cannot rely on the co-operation and 
good offices of the American distrib- 
utors in the Far East, who insist he 
take a chance on dubious pictures, 
in the concerted desire to over-sell 
him, Hence the showman from 
Singapore must tour the world, see- 
ing product for his own needs, every 
18 months, since 60% of the Amerie-. 
can films are no good for his use. 


High Pressure 


But the Far East distribs, regard- 
less, urge him to accept shipments 
(at his own expense) of gangster 
and kindred stuff, paying shipping 
charges collect, and only antagoniz- 
ing the locally stringent censors. 

A police censorship exists. It ig 
very strict on flrearms, and opposes 
anything that would tend to lower 
the caste and standing of the whites 
(the Malays are under British rule); 
anything that ridicules royalty is 
taboo; the criminal elements are 
carefully watched, ete. Result is 
that the gangster stuff is absolutely 
taboo. 

Musicals are liked, but backstage 
stuff because of its intimacy is out, 
Wheeler and Woolsey topped Chap- 
lin, but the Marx Bros. were too 
fast and not understandable to the 
mixed British and native mind. Ede 
die Cantor in ‘Whoopee’ was oke. 


Product Shortage 


It is instilled on the public mind 
in the Malays that the severity of 
the law induces a certainty of pun- 
ishment, hence so many pictures 
automatically ruled themselves out. 
It created an acute shortage of 
product for Fisher’s 34 theatres 
which comprise his circuit, espe- 
cially in view of the recent avae 
lanche of bang-bang stuff, but with 
the local gendarmerie even enforce 
ing the law with cat o’ nine tails, 
and with a common holdup carrying 
with it a sentence of 9-25 years, 
there can be no compromise. 

The Fishers while here guested 
with James L. McGee, now retired, 
but a pioneer in the picture busi- 
ness, having built the first studio 
for Selig at 9th and Olive in 1908. 
McGee has been inactive for some 
15 years. : 

Fisher has been showing thos@ 
Oriental pictures of his around at 
parties, the Lions, etc. Also made 
several ‘greetings’ trailers at Radio, 
Warners and Par for exhibition in 
his theatres. 

Fisher adds that the Malays be- 
ing under British dominion nature 
ally prefer the English type of lingo 
to the American, but the same holds 
true as elsewhere’ universally— 
American films are superior to the 
British. 





N. Y. Censors Hold Up 
German Comedy Picture 


New York censors are holding up 
‘Drei Tage Mittel Arrest’ (‘Three 
Days’ Middle Arrest’), German film. 
Picture is owned for America by 
Capital Films. Understood the cen- 
sor board ordered so many cuts the 
film is impossible for showing as it 
stands. 

Picture was one of this season’s 
biggest grossers in Germany, being 
a comedy starring Felix Bressart. 





Protest Dubbed Film 


Milan, Oct. 22. 
‘Min and Bill’ (Metro) at the Sam 
Carlo Cinema. Why this film should 
have been renamed ‘Castigo’ in 
Italian, only the translator knows. 
It would have been a 100% suc- 
cess if the dubbing could have made 
the Italian transcription coincide 


with the movements of the lips. On 
loud. 


every side the protests were 
The voices under cover of the darke- 
ness shouted for the ‘voice’ to be 
stopped. 
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Non-Dialog Syncs Ultimate Aim of 
U. S. for the Foreign Market 
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Eventual swingback of American 
companies to the non-dialog syncs 
for the foreign market is looked for 
within a year by informed observ- 
ers. Under a plan known to have 
been projected in council before all 
féreign managers, the future for- 
eigns made by American companies 
will carry only the most limited 
dialog. The dialog to cover only 
the most important action points 
and with superimposed titles ex- 
plaining. Rest of film, silent and 
synced. 

The swingback is to be gradual 
as certain companies like Fox and 
Universal are still producing dialog 
films for the Spanish market, while 
various other companies are still 
operating or planning to operate in 
production abroad. Among the lat- 
ter are Paramount, United Artists, 
Metro and Universal. 

Present Tie-Ups 

Paramount has its Joineville plant 
while United Artists is tied in with 
certain indie French producers. 
Metro has its British contact and 
Universal recently tied up with 
Tobis and another German com- 
pany for production of around nine 
films, Tobis to do six of these. 


That’s for production abroad. On 
this side the only companies en- 
gaged in actual dialog version pro- 
duction are Fox and Universal. Both 
are making Spanish talkers. Al- 
though it has been reported that 
Metro figures on.making a number 
of foreigns here for consumption 
abroad, it is known that these are 
to be dubbed product. 

As far back as. last February 
Metro production chiefs abandoned 
the Spanish talkers. Redently the 
firm sent George Rann abroad to 
study European dubbing methods 
and bring back voices to fit the dub- 
bing. 

The swingback to _ non-dialog 
syncs is looked for from two angles, 
the biggest being cost of producing 
native dialog pictures for a limited 
market. Other angle is that it has 
been proven to the foreign man- 
agers that a good film goes over 
despite its dialog and with super- 
imposed explanatory titles. 


S.A. EXCHANGE 
KILLS US. TRADE 





Buenos Aires, Oct. 5. 

Show business here still affected 
by depression, added to by uncer- 
tainty regarding exchange. Dollar 
now way above our heads, with 
$4.20 of our money to make one 
dollar as compared with the par 
rate of $2.37. This makes imports 
from States almost impossible, and 
American trade wit: this country is 
dying on its feet. 


On the other hand such businesses 
as the film, which have to ship 
money to the States, find that what- 
ever they do, the net in the U. S. 
looks like nothing at all. Local rep- 
resentatives here of picture con- 
cerns, who haven't had such a bad 
year, find that their gross when it 
reaches home is just that much less 
Owing to the exchange. Much un- 
rest here in theatre circles owing to 


bad tradé. Cine owners meeting 
every now and then to offer new 
terms. Dislike of percentage basis 


is main complaint. Representatives 
here are meeting their wishes where 
Possible, and so far no friction 
Noticed. 

Government slapped new taxes on 
accessories, but hardly anybody 
Srumbling. Position of authorities 
in face of dwindling customs re- 
ceipts through high exchange mak- 
ing fresh revenue necessary. People 
here smile when these new taxes 
come on over night, and pay. Prac- 
tically every form of 
affected. 


business | 





| 
| 
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INTERNATIONAL CAST 


Part Sound—Part Silent 
Made in Paris—Finished 
andria 


Picture 
in ‘Alex- 


Alexandria, Nov. 2. 

Yussef Wahby, probably the best 
known native actor, is back from 
Paris where he completed a Franco- 
Egyptian talker titled ‘Sons of the 
Rich.’ It will be part talker and 
part silent, the quiet sequences to 
be shot here, starting immediately 

Cast of the film is international, 
including Colette Darfeuil, French; 
and Behidja Hafez, Egyptian. Also 
about 50 more people from various 
nationalities. 


GENERAL CUT IS 
PROPOSED IN 
GERMANY 





Berlin, Nov. 2. 

Spio, organization composed of 
all branches of the German film 
industry, got together a meeting of 
all the major German picture pro- 
ducers for the purpose of cutting 
production costs down the line. 
Present were Ufa, Emelka, Terra, 
Deutsches Lichtspielsyndikat (Ger- 
man Film Syndicate) and practically 
every film company, with all agree- 
ing that slashing has to go in, and 
quickly, with everybody connected 
with picture business here taking 
a nick. Salaries of everybody, the 
decision is, must be brought down 
to ‘reasonable figures.’ 

One decision is that all actor’s 
wages must be cut by 20% from the 
last salaries paid them. That’s to 
avoid bickering by individuals and 
is supposedly to apply to every ac- 
tor in all ranks. At the same time 
Spio suggests that producers refuse 
in the future to dicker with agents 
and representatives of actors, 
and refuse to recognize them. Sal- 
aries of technical and artistic staffs 
must also be trimmed according to 
the decision, that term including di- 
rectors, cameramen, architects, mu- 
sicians, cutters, etc. 

Besides the cuts in personal sal- 
aries, Spio decided to ask for a cut 
on license fees, with Tobis and 
Klangfilm both told to make revi- 
sions in scales. At the same time 
studio rents: and raw stock prices 
will be lowered if Spio has its way. 

Several committees have been 
formed to carry out negotiations 
and details, with more forming and 
further negotiations taking place 
daily. 

While the move of Spio is highly 
important to the film industry, it 
is felt here that the decisions passed 
or being discussed must not be 
over-estimated in value since they 
are thus far still in the theoretical 
and not the practical stage. 


PAR MAKING 24 FRENCH 
FEATURES FOR SEASON 


Paris, Nov. 2. 

With its German and Spanish 
feature requisite completed some 
weeks ago, Paramount currently is 
concentrating all of Joineville’s ef- 
forts in making French 
with the studio schedule down to 
basis of two features monthly and 
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pictures | 


these French. That schedule means 
that for the season Par will have 
produced 24 French pictures. or 
around 30% or better of the total | 
French films that are released | 
here annually. French annual re- 


leases run to around 75 on average 

Outside of the French pictures 
Par has completed and ready for 
release seven German and 15 Span- 
ish pictures. 


|} hammer 


HOLLYWOOD SETS 
FOREIGN POLICY 


Unseen Speakers for Amer- 
ican Stars Regaining Eu- 
ropean Revenue for Pro- 
ducers Despite Press Pro- 


tests — Looked Hopeless 


Until Process Perfected 
Mechanically. 
IMPORTATIONS 


Hollywood, Nov. 2. 

Foreign language production pes- 
simism that existed a few months 
ago has given way to an aura of 
optimism. Producers now feel that 
the foreign market can once again 
be counted upon to bring home some 
of the bacon. It looked dark after 
those early tries with individual 
filmizations. 

Reception of some recently syn- 
chronized versions is looked upon 
here as a proof that dubbed editions, 
when properly made, will not only 
be accepted by foreign audiences 
but will also finish up on the right 
side of the ledger. 

Difference between profit and red 
ink for this type of picture is the 
original cost, which falls anywhere 
from 50 to 20% less than the direct 
shots. It is this margin, plus the 
added value of American star names 
that is turning the trick, producers 
say. 

No phase of picture production 
has made greater headway in a 
limited time than that of synchron- 
izing the voice of one into the ac- 
tions and lip movement of another. 
Outstanding in this regard has been 
the experimental work carried on at 
the Metro plant, where the methods 
being used are being closely 
guarded. 

B. O.’s Okay Dubs 

Gross returns on Metro’s first 
dubbed versions, ‘Min and Bill’ in 
Italy and ‘Trader Horn’ in France, 
where editorially the press went on 
record against syncs, is one reasoa 
for some of the optimism which is 
considered as virtually killing any 
possible turning back to the easier, 
yet more costly, method of making 
the language pictures direct. 

All other companies involved in 
foreign production have in the past 
followed the Metro lead so far as 
local multi production in concerned. 
With Metro now satisfied that dub- 
bing answers the problem, it is a 
foregone conclusion that the others 
will get on the band wagon. Ex- 
ceptions of course, will be such 
types as the Maurice Chevalier- 
Jeanette MacDonald pictures and 
others in which there is a star who 
can handle two languages and be 
equally b. o. in either. 

Importation Trend 

Metro’s intended new importa- 
tions from Europe for future synced 
versions form another answer by 
this concern to any question as to 
which way it will go foreign-wise 
hereafter. These imports are to be 
worthwhile artists and writers of 
distinction. 

Earlier sync making was on the 
theory that anyone could make a 
translation of dialog from the do- 
mestic picture and anyone speak- 
ing the language could speak the 
lines to be dubbed. That is all 
changed, with the future policy be- 
ing to have acknowledged play- 
wrights rewriting dialog to fit the 
customs and vernacular of the par- 
ticular country, and trained players 
who can put more into the spoken 
lines than simply repitition. 

For a while it looked here as 
though the foreign market would 
have to be completely abandoned, 
so far as language pictures was 
concerned. Entering into this 
thought was the prohibitive cost of 


| direct shots and the early repug- 


nance in foreign countries to syn- 
thetic-tongue films. Those 
synced versions, made with care and 
blood sweating; the. b. o. 
from Paris and Rome, and nice 
pieces in the papers where once the 
was evidenced, 
changed it all. 


latest | 


returns | 


has | 
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ENGLISH LEGISLATION 


Expected From New Government to 
Protect Exhibitors 
London, Nov. 2. 

Understood here that legislation 
will shortly be started in the new 
government to prevent the Renters’ 
Society from barring indie exhibi- 
tors linked with the co-operative 
booking combine. 

Practice of the indies being shoved 
aside has been frequent because 
of the exhibs being unable to book 








individually against the _ circuits. 
Distributors have frequently re- 
fused to book into co-operative 


houses except on late runs. 


M-G PLANNING 
20 FOREIGNS, 
ALL DUBBED 


Some 50 foreign language prints 





of 20 pictures will be made by 
Metro during 1932 according to 


present plans. All will be in French, 
German, or Italian and dubbed. No 
direct shot versions are listed. 

Metro is definitely off Spanish 
talkers for the time being, dubbed 
or otherwise. 

A definite schedule does not exist 
as yet on native tongue product 
according to the Metro foreign de- 
partment in New York. Merely a 
flexible understanding that about 
20 films are to be treated through 
dubbing. French and German will 
be given preference and all will be 
made on the coast. 

Dubbing is in line with M-G’s 
policy of importing foreign players 
strictly on voice values. 


SPANISH FILM 
INTEREST DIVES 


A sudden decrease in the demand 
for Spanish talkers throughout the 
United States has manifested itself 
recently. Of about 60 possible spots 
for these films in the U, 8S. several 
months ago, there are now said to 
be less than 20 available. 

Distributors of Spanish product 
are considerably puzzled by the 
sudden let-down, although agree- 
ing that the Spanish language thea- 
tres were too bunched in the past 
to do any good. Only six months 
ago there were 10 houses for Span- 
ish language films in such a town 
as Gary, Ind, This has since 
whittled down to four. 

Outside of a few theatres in and 
near Chicago, and several in and 
near New York, the Spanish houses 
are pretty well restricted today to 
Texas, Arizona and California with 
Texas leading. 

Loss of interest by Spanish- 
Americans in pictures of their own 
language, is considered significant 
because it ties up with the feeling in 
Spanish speaking countries. Ameri- 
can film companies are finding that 
in South America, Spain and other 
Spanish-speaking countries, the na- 

tives prefer synced silents, or even 
| English talkers, to Spanish dialog. 








rennet 


Foreign Player Jailed 
Hollywood, Nov. 2. 
Peter Erkelenz, working in Ger- 
man versions, has been jailed bys 


immigration officials 
Claim the actor entered thi 
| country illegally two years ago. 


‘American RKO Stars in English 
Made Talkers to Boost Gross of 
Those Films Over There and Here 


+ cinta 


Basil 
English 


Dean’s proposal to make 


quota pictures with RKO 
American stars in them for the pur- 
pose of insuring a higher gro§s on 
both sides of the ocean on a maxi- 
mum production cost was approved 
by the RKO advisory board of film 
heads in New York last week. Dean 
sailed Friday (30) on the ‘Europa.’ 

Those okaying the Dean proposal 
are said to have been Hiram Brown, 
Lee Marcus, Joe Schnitzer and 
Charles Rogers. Schnitzer and 
Rogers from the coast studios are in 
New York, 

Dean believes he has a sane and 
sound principle for a new try in 
bringing over English-made talkers 
in an attempt to crash the American 
market. Dean is the RKO gen rep 
for production in Great Britain. He 
has promoted the most modern film 
studio in Great Britain, financed by 
outside English capital and reported 
to have cost around $2,500,000. Dean 
will operate the studio as the RKO 
producer and principally for RKO 
pictures. British quota laws require 
that an alien (American) producer 
exhibiting its product on British ter- 
ritory must make 121%4% of its entire 
footage imported into England, on 
British soil, with 75% of all labor 
and talent employed to be all-Eng- 
lish, excepting one star. 


Two Studio Stars 


On this side for Dean’s purpose 
are the stars of Radio pictures and 
RKO-Pathe. The intent is to draft 
an American star from either of 
those companies into an all-English 
quota talker otherwise. Popularity 
of the American in England is ex- 
pected to aid the gross over there, 
while the same star will, it is an- 
ticipated, procure bookings for the 
picture on this side, with the Ameri 
can rentals dependent upon the 
value of the story. It is conceded 
that while the American star may 
have a clear personal draw that can 
be depended upon, to make the 
scheme successful and perpetuate it 
for the profitable money class, the 
story must stand on its own. 

An important part of Dean's argu- 
ment in New York is said to have 
been that he can hold down the ave 
erage cost of the English quota pice 
ture for RKO to be made in Enge- 
land to around 30,000 pounds, at 
present exchange. This will make 
the maximum cost of production for 
an all-RKO-English made $125,000, 

Dean's company abroad is the As- 
sociated Talking Pictures. The new 
studios are located at Ealing, about 
20 minutes from Charing Cross, 
London. 

Among the RKO stars available 
for the English quota pictures are 
Constance Bennett, Ann Harding, 
Helen Twelvetrees, Richard Dix and 
Wheeler and Woolsey as among the 
more important at the two RKO 
studios on the coast just now. 

Foreign picture people say the 
Dean scheme may be carried into 
the English star list as well, by 
tying up an English star or name 
with the American, if cost permits, 
That would again help the picture 
in England, while it might be an 
attempt in a way to make an 
lish name over here if repeated. 


Eng- 


Others than those concerned who 
have heard of the Dean intention 
say it holds merit. It's brand new 


in internations! picture making, pro- 
duction and exhibition, 


‘Lenox’ Badly Cut, but 
In by English Censors 





\ 


London, Nov. 2. 


British Censor Board has finally 
| passed Greta Garbo’s ‘Susan Len- 
| nox’ (Metro), although the film was 
; drastically cut. 

| When first viewed, the Censor 
| Board irrevocably barred the film 
for England, so that the new deci- 
| sion is considered a _ victory for 
Metro—t!f the film can be used as 


scissored., 
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OPENING FRIDAY 
RKO MAYFAIR, NEW YORK 
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The Old Fightin’ 
Cock cracks key 


city. records wide 
open! 





Crowds crowding 
in everywhere to 
see Twelvetrees 
and Cortez teamed 
for first time since 


“Her Man”! 
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sBAD COMPANY 


RICARDO CORTEZ | 


DIRECTED BY TAY GARNETT 


Suggested by 
JACK LAIT’S STORY 


A CHARLES R. ROGERS Production 
HARRY JOE BROWN, ASSOCIATE PRODUCER 
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RKOSXPATHE 


The old Fightin’ Cock Crows every Friday Night, 10:30 N. Y. time, RKO 
THEATRE OF THE AIR—N.B.C. hook-up of 44 coast-to-coast stations! 
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i Talking Shorts 








‘BEHIND THE MICROPHONE’ 
PARAMOUNT PICTORIAL 
5 Mins. 
Rialto, N. Y. 
Paramount 

A fool thing the Columbia Broad- 
casting System ought to buy back 
from Paramount to keep out of 
circulation. This short is not bad 
entertainment, but it is an expose 
apt to dispel what illusion radio can 
create. Commercial ether adver- 
tisers using the medium of dra- 
matic sketches will take one look 
at this short and holler murder. 
And should. 

Remarkable part is that a broad- 
easting chain which has shown the 
gagacity CBS has displayed regard- 
ing program arrangement should 
put an approving stamp on this 
form of publicity. It’s comparable 
to Hollywood exposing its Dunning 
process and the way all trick cam- 
era work is accomplished. As a 
matter of fact the picture business 
did do this until it finally got wise 
to itself, and thereafter tried to 
smother oral or written descriptions 
of its intricate lens stuff. But too 
late. The fans at large are already 
overly camera wise. Too much so 
for the industry’s own good, and 
nobody’s fault except individuals 
within the business. 

It started when, back in the silent 
days, a producer turned loose a big 
feature including the opening of a 
sea. Not only did the director give 
out an interview to a fan magazine 
on how this feat was accomplished, 
but he also made sure that ex- 
planatory photographic stills ac- 
companied the story. And the fan 
mags have been tearing the veil 
from the camera men’s achieve- 
ments ever since—to the consterna- 
tion of the smarter faction within 
the business. 

All of which is what CBS is doing 
here. This short graphically ex- 
plains how radio achieves its sound 
effects and unfolds a cross section 
of a mixed trio in the throes of a 
dramatic skit. Fine for interest 
from the film sales or distribution 
angle on shorts but doing much to 
dispel the interest in future radio 
sketches for any witnesser of the 
reel. 

This short will play to plenty of 
people if allowed to go out, which 
is the reason CBS ought to stop 
it and why it amounts to a blatant 
ease of misjudgment on radio’s part. 
A Georgia Backus is the woman 
ostensibly in charge of the screen 
demonstration, which shows a cou- 
ple listening to a skit with the cam- 
era then fading into the broadcast- 
ing room to reveal the source of the 
broadcast. 

It seems tough enough to put 
these, or any, radio programs to- 
gether without having what little 
fllusion they can accomplish blown 
apart by a misconceived 500-foot 
spool of film. As a short no ques- 
tion that this is novel and in- 
teresting. But it also contains a 
wicked boomerang for radio at 
large if allowed to continue, or is 
to be followed up by more of the 
kind. 

And Radio still insists it doesn’t 
Want any showmen around its 
studios. Sid, 





—— 


EDGAR BERGEN 
*Free and Easy’ 
Comedy, Ventriloquism 
8 Mins. 
Strand, New York 
Vita. No. 1285 

A good start here hasn’t become 
half of the job. Holding interest in 
its opening sequences, the grip 
starts loosening about the middle 
and by the time the end is at hand 
it’s no use. Abruptness of finish 
only adds to the hopelessness of the 
short. 

Edgar Bergen is a ventriloquist, 
with several previous briefs for 
Warner Bros. A good performer, 
with his ventrilo work a distinct 
novelty and capably sold, he is han- 
dicapped in ‘Free and Easy’ by the 
slenderness of the idea and the-way 
it falls to pieces. 

A hoboes’ jungle at opening, with 
stiff shirt lingo enhancing novelty 
of short at start. Bergen and dummy 
£0 to sleep, action cutting to crystal 
gazer from whom they are trying to 
get inside info on some money. 
Bilked by the seer, they are awak- 
ened from their slumber by a cop. 
A shift to box car interior with 
dummy suggesting they’ll either go 
next to the Royal Poinciana, Palm 
Beach, or Sloppy Joe’s (Havana) 
and the film runs smack into the 
leader. At least it’s a nice ad for 
the wintering spots mentioned. 

Photography and recording fair. 

Char. 





‘DONNE ALLA FONTE’ 

(‘Women at the Spring’) 

Songs; Dances 
5 Mins. 

Cameo, N. Y. 

Pittaluga 

Interesting Italian short that may 
Prove worthwhile as novelty filler 
anywhere because of shortness. 
About a dozen Italian gals, nicely 
costumed, at the well. 

Neatly staged dance by all the 
Birls with vases on their heads, plus 
& background of singing by other 
8irls. Gives a pleasant effect. 

Kauf. 





CLARK and McCULLOUGH 
‘SCRATCH AS SCRATCH CAN’ 
20 Min. 
Mayfair, N. Y. 

Radio 

Just about enough laughs in 20 
minutes to keep this one on the 
good side. Has its dull moments 
through bad gags or no gags at all, 
but it manages to land a sufficient 
number of times to cover up the 
holes. Most effective periods dem- 
onstrate that the good old socko 
Style of film comedy still is the saf- 
est method, whether spaced by talk 
in the modern manner or panto- 
mime in the old way. 

This Clark and McCullough entry 
winds up in three wrestling bouts, 
all on the floor and amidst broken 
bric-a-brac. The two comics 
wrassle a couple of guys into buy- 
ing insurance, even though one of 
them is the wrong guy, while the 
hefty lady sales manager is giving 
the butler the works in the hall. 

Starts in a gym and everything's 
used, including. the steam cabinet. 
Reverse repeat on the steam cabinet 
bit gives the short a novel and ex- 
ceptionally good finish. The team 
is locked in for revenge and after 
the steaming they emerge, through 
trick camera work, about two 
inches high apiece. Bige. 


‘PAJAMA PARTY’ 
Thelma Todd and Zasu Pitts 
Comedy 
18 Mins. 
Capitol, New York 
Metro 

Old fashioned two-reeler idea, 
but with the sex angle reversed. 
Two women do the comedy and 
take the falls. They’re Thelma 
Todd and Zasu Pitts, a first rate 
team with all the requirements. 
Miss Todd has the necessary looks 
and style for straighting, while 
Miss Pitts is as competent all the 
way here as she usually is in bits 
in the features. Together they 
make this short interesting. 

Broadcasting studio opening is 
just a starting suggestion that’s 
dropped a few feet later and stays 
out. The husbands are musicians 
with a society house party booking 
for that night. The wives are side- 
swiped by the society woman’s car 
and invited to the same = party. 
Complications, etc., with.a turtle 
down Miss Pitts’ back among the 
etc. 

Misses Todd and Pitts could con- 
tinue indef as a combination for 
the two-reelers. They make the 
old gags sound slightly different. 

Bige. 


FOOTBALL THRILLS 
‘Backfield Strategy’ 
Sports 
9 Mins. 
Roxy, N. Y. 
Columbia 

Using the wide screen, with ac- 
tion in slow motion under unusu- 
ally clear camera lenses that show 
the ball in actual passage from 
players, this subject lines up on a 
par with its predecessors. It has 
an additional attribute in a brief 
closeup of the late Knute Rockne 
explaining three different football 
shifts, which are also shown in 
demonstrative action in the picture. 
The wide screen helps reception 
very much, although the plays and 
the manner photographed are suf- 
ficient. If there is something to be 
called on this one it’s the back 
screen voice that explains, which 
wasn't always clear here. May 
have been due to recording. 

Among contests scouted through 
the plays are Harvard vs. Holy 
Cross, Tennessee vs. Florida, and 
Notre Dame vs. So. California. 
Rockne is sandwiched between 
shots of the latter game. Shan. 


‘THE FLY GUY’ 
Cartoon 
8 Mins. 
Stanley, N. Y. 
Pathe 

One of <Aesop’s Fables that’s 
whimsical filler for any program 
and has to do with fiies as charac- 
ters. The fly guy being the male 
principal who pulls flowers out on 
the ground for the usual conversion 
into instruments and the usual 
chase by some big bug and hop 
away in a balloon. The musical 
accompaniment is what gives the 
piece most its lustre as played with 
rhythmic movement coinciding al- 
ways with the buggy action of the 
cartoon. There’s also the usual 
heart interest of a female fly. 

Shan. 


‘JACK AND THE BEANSTALK’ 
TALKARTOON 
Cartoon 
7 Mins. 
Rialto, N. Y. 
Paramount 

Ordinary series of drawings of no 
particular attractiveness. Just a 
cartoon, 

A rescue outline with some dialog. 
Hero gains the clouds by means of 
a beanstalk and there rescues the 
fair maiden from a giant. Sam 
Stinson and Roland Crandall cred- 
ited with the animation, which is 
good, but the reel lacks ideas more 
than anything else. sé 





Miniature Reviews 


‘Sin of Madelon Claudette’ 
(Metro). Natural sobber for 
women and grosses, with sen- 
sational performance by the 
star, Helen Hayes. Latter not 
well enough known outside le- 
git to create advance attention, 
but talker should build through 
favorable comment after open- 
ing. 


‘Girls About Town’ (Par). 
Good laughter picture for the 
big towns, but generally only 
fair b. o. as the ultra so- 
phistication angle of gold dig- 
gers and playgirls may be 
small-town setback. The pic- 
ture is entertaining but com- 
plexed in plot. Acting is uni- 
formly good, but it’s not uni- 
versal stuff, because it is n. g. 
for kids. 


‘The Yellow Ticket’ (Fox). 
Passable b. 0. Biggest asset is 
Lionel Barrymore as the vil- 
lain, played with relish. Looks 
better where it will be given 
support, although in large met 
spots, where foreign popula- 
tions are big, can go on its 
own, as title has kick. 





‘Unholy Garden’ (UA). Un- 
usually well made picture 
forced above a thin story 


through its workmanship and 
well playing cast: Has the Ron- 
ald Colman name, also that of 
Fay Wray and Estelle Taylor. 
Theatres should welcome it. 


‘Platinum Blonde’ (Colum- 
bia). Wide circulation and big 
‘A’ bookings against it, but a 
programmer that fully enter- 
tains, is laughy and represents 
what dialog, cast and direction 
can do with a learn story. 


‘Consolation Marriage’ (Ra- 
dio). Fair entertainment that 
won't reach money class by 
itself but will satisfy with good 


stage support. Irene Dunne 
starred. 
‘Shanghaied Love’ (Col).— 


Well played familiar sea story. 
Average melodrama entertain- 
ing through cast and direc- 
tion. Okay for single feature 
in lesser houses, 


‘Branded’ (Col).— Western 
featuring Buck Jones. Heaps 
of action »ut doubtful of being 
strong enough to solo in fair 
sized houses. 


‘Terra Madre’ (Pittaluga), 
Italian talker of modern cus- 
toms against ancient traditions, 
with the latter winning. Beau- 
tifully done, but spoiled by in- 
sertion of English explanatory 
captions, 
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Sin of Madelon Claudet 


Metro production and release. Directed 
by Edgar Selwyn. Helen Hayes starred. 
From Edward Knoblock’s play, ‘The Lul- 
laby.’ Dialog and continuity by Charles 
MacArthur. Oliver T. Marsh, photog. At 
Capitol, New York, week Oct. 30. Run- 
ning time, 73 minutes. 


Madelon .ccccccsoccccsescoes Helen Hayes 
Carlo Borettl .eccccccce Gecess Lewis Stone 
LQITY ...ccccccccccccccesecs Neil Hamilton 
Dr. Claudet ..cccocess eesess Robert Young 
VICtOP co cescecsécceeseed --»-Clif? Edwards 
Ee, DURE cicvdecicsescasuvecs Jeon Hersholt 
FROURTIO a ctccccesecescesecss Marie Prevost 
RMS cecvescteeseecvecesecs Karen Morley 
Photographer ...cceocses Charles Winninger 
FIUDOPE cccccccecccoceeeusesessce Alan Hale 
PROMOTE cc ccccccccccooceses Halliwell Hobbes 
St. JACGUCH cccccccecccccees Lennox Pawle 
ClMUGSE ccccccecascsesecssces ..-Russ Powell 


It isn’t often strange that a studiois 
fortunate enough to have a new star 
stand up while the story falls down 
and to draw out of that a money 
picture. Fcr the success this talker 
will see, Helen Hayes should receive 
all the credit. While if anyone on 
the Metro lot takes a bow, it should 
be whoever picked Miss Hayes for 
the lead. It’s never the combination. 
but always the actress that counts 
in this case. 

You don’t have to go back as far 
as ‘Madame X’ in the earlier talker 
days to find a parallel for the plot. 
It has been used more recently a 
couple of times by Connie Bennett 
and even a shorter time ago by 
Elissa Landi. But likely ‘Madelon 
Claudet’ will top the Landi or the 
Bennetts, because it’s done so much 
better by Miss Hayes. 

This yarn and the crying towel 
were invented together. When a 
lady has a baby and no husband for 
protection and then gets jammed up 
and goes to jail, though innocent, 
you can drag out the towel; the cry 
starts. What follows is always the 
same. 

‘Claudet’ goes a little deeper into 
the old situation. The mother here 
doesn’t die at the finish, nor does 
she ultimately reach happiness be- 
fore getting old, as Bennett and 
others have done, This mother 
grows old by the most far-fetched 
process yet thought up for ageing 
mothers in pictures. She goes into 
the streets to send her boy through 
medical school, after fearing that 
by revealing herself to him as his 
mother her jailbird gtatus might 
uurt his chances. 

While the mother is sinning to 
provide the funds and the boy isn’t 
in on the secret, believing that she’s 
dead, he becomes a prominent sur- 
geon, 

It starts out as a story told by 
Jean Hersholt to the young physi- 
cian’s dissatisfied wife. She thinks 
her husband devotes too much of 
his time to business and not enough 
to her. She’s leaving, she tells the 
old family friend, having sacrificed 
enough, says she. She doesn’t know 
what sacrifice really is, the old man 
claims, and then he goes into the 
mother’s life as a story within a 
story. 

Miss Hayes starts as a young girl 
and finishes as an old hag, with the 
mother instinct guiding her all the 
way. In real life it would guide her 
along a different path. Her life as 
written here is so incredible as to 
frequently threaten to tear down the 
score compiled by Miss Hayes’ per- 
formance. Fortunately the perform- 
ance wins out. In the early moments 











The Woman’s Angle 








‘Sin of Madelon Claudet’ (MG). Mother love sacrificing itself in all the 
worst ways, given first rate wistful appeal by Helen Hayes. For those 
kind-hearted matroens who just love a good cry. 





‘Girls About Town’ (Par).—Richly mounted information on the humor- 
ous aspects of gold-digging. Story helped over its dull stretches by an 
expert cast and the elaborate gowns, sables and emeralds modeled by 


Lilyan Tashman and Kay Francis. 





‘Yellow Ticket’ (Fox). Even though the sombre story evolves slowly 
about a somewhat wooden heroine, audience ladies and particularly 
older fanettes, leave the theatre feeling that they’ve seen a good, strong 


drama, 





‘Unholy Garden’ (UA). Hysterical unreality of an adventurous hodge- 
podge doesn’t spoil feminine enjoyment of a film that presents Ronald 
Colman as a fascinating, romantic fugitive from justice. 





‘Eine Freundin So Goldig Vie Du’ (Tobis).—Group of talented come- 
dians and an ingenue, typifying the Teutonic idea of style and pertness, 
turn plodding nonsense into diverting entertainment for the German 


fanette. 





“Platinum Blonde” (Col).—Newspaper man Cinderella proving in en- 


tertaining dialog why it’s better to be poor and independent. 


Will have 


a modest femme draw only because of lack of big league names. 





‘Consolation Marriage’ (Radio).—A simple love story that pretends 
to hide its emotions under sophisticated badinage and is neither con- 


vicingly emotional nor sophisticated. 


In spite of a pleasing cast that 


makes an obvious play for feminine sympathy, it will leave the ladies 


cold. 





‘The Tip-off’ (RKO-Pathe). Mildly diverting little effort on the pals 
versus gang theme. Without basis for femme attendance. 


“Fanny Foley Herself” (Radio). 
ing for the respect of her snobbish daughters. 





Story of a vaudevillian mother fight- 


Restricted to small town 


matrons because its incident is always unconvincing. 





‘Terra Madre’ (Pittalugia).—A simple, slow story of the Italian farm- 


lands, rich with national tradition and humor. 
will rush to see it, but despite its English titles, it has nothing with | 
which to coax American femmes. 


Expatriate Italian ladies 





she depends entirely on her own 
ability. Later she is aided by clever 
make-up. 

In the bed scene following the 
birth of the child, Miss Hayes takes 
up her first option on the audience's 
tear duct. Froin then on there is 
much tragedy, some of it deep 
enough to verge on _ satire, but 
never entirely unbelievable when ia 
Helen Hayes’ hands. She guaran- 
tees to make the women weep along 
with her, weep for weep. 

The story in its original form was 
played in legit by Florence Reed in 
1923 and was a Broadway stage suc- 
cess. Metro had considerable trouble 
with the script before and after 
starting production, Several revi- 
sions and remakes were necessary 
before finished. They finally called 
in Charlie MacArthur for the dialog 
and that seemed to rescue the pic- 
ture, which keeps the MacArthur- 
Iiayes credit in the family and the 


title was switched from ‘Lullaby’ 
to its present one. 
Edgar Selwyn followed _ stage 


technique closely in his direction 
and in this case the legit style ap- 
pears to have been the _ safest 
method. Other picture themes call 
for strictly picture treatment, which 
might be the reason for Selwyn’s 
failure to knock out a hit before 
‘Claudet.’ Though Selwyn or any 
other director would have found his 
hands cuffed with just this story and 
nobody like Helen Hayes around to 
do the acting. 

Lewis Stone Neil Hamilton, Rob- 
ert Young, Marie Prevost, Cliff Ed- 
wards of the principal support, and 
the lesser players comprise an in- 
telligent background for the star’s 
outstanding work. Stone is especi- 
ally excellent and as polished as 
ever. 

Miss Hayes’ future in talkers 
should be set with this debut. From 
now on it’s up to the stories. With 
the type of story as important as 
the quality for Miss Hayes has al- 
ready shown that she can support 
a frailtale. But she must have per- 
fect fits in the story line. Miss Hayes 
is no baby doll or strictly looker 
picture actress. Bige. 


GIRLS ABOUT TOWN 


Paramount production and release. 
by Zoe Akins. Screen play by Raymond 
Griffith and Brian Marlow. Directed by 
George Cukor. Featuring Kay Francis, 
Joel McRea, Lilyan Tashman, Eugene Pal- 
lette, Allan Dinehart. Photographer, Er- 
nest Haller. At Paramount, New York, 
week Oct. 80. Running time, 80 mins, 


WONGSR BOWAIG .ccoscvccsecscé Kay Francis 
are ee Joel McRea 
BEATIO TRAGIT . co oddiveccéiceccs Lilyan Tashman 
Benjamin Thomas.......... Eugene Paliette 
SOGGY CREB. oc icscictdssceced Allan Dinehart 
Mrs. Renj. Thomas.Lucile Webster Gleason 
Alex Howard. .c.cccccses: Anderson Lawler 
WORSE ccvoceccee Soeccocces George Barbier 
SIMMS cocoscecvcescscesece Robert McWade 
Winnie 2.2... oocseseenseee -+..Judith Wood 


There’s an unwitting and unin- 
tended punch scene in this picture 
to draw whimsy laughter. It's 
where Kay Francis shows off her 
figure in undies while explaining 
she’s through with the gold-digger 
racket and intends going straight 
because she’s found love with a rich 
rube. The undie pose and that bit 
about going straight all in one has 
its own satirical kick. Bound for 
fair biz. 

That may give an idea of how lit- 
tle use this film may be for the kid 
draw. However, for elders it’s nuity 
enough to be funny. If that finale 
plug for the A. T. & T. showing 
how necessary a phone is to a gold- 
digger, the picture would have and 
could have ended in the zoo as Joel 
McRea and Kay Francis feed the 
monkeys. 

That’s after a near-drowning and 
several presentations of spats be- 
tween the two. But even after, the 
picture travels on because Miss 
Francis suddenly reveals that she 
can’t marry the good-looking rube. 
because she already has a husband. 
To avoid extra footage cost, the 
dialog is utilized to show the girl 
had really been divorced, although 
she didn’t know it at the time. 

Altogether complexed in plot, but 
fittingly cast and with hoke touches 
of class atmosphere, plus sophisii- 
cated wise cracks, the picture gets 
pulled into the funny division. The 
rub comes on how it may do in the 
smaller spots. 

There’s a blackmail scene and a 
couple of upside-down romances 
that may interest. For the happy 
ending the gold-digger gals are 
shown to have plenty of heart. One 
even tears up a $500 check just for 
love of a man. That’s depression’s 
biggest kick to advertise, if it could 
happen. 

When Kay Francis falls for a 
young-looking sucker from a hick 
town the burn is on. She's the dame 
with a twisted virtue. Only the boy 
friend would rather marry her than 
take her unawares even if she's 
willing. For the modernists that's 
goofy, but it’s worked sentimental- 
like here to get over. Maybe Par 
shoved this out to beat U. A.’s 
‘Greeks Had a Word for It’ to the 
market post. 

There's some additional sentiment 
brought in as between the elder of 
the two chumps as played ingenu- 
ously by Eugene Pallette and hig 
middle-aged wife, as done by Lucile 
Gleason. He's a tightwad and prac- 
tical joker from Lansing. With the 
help of Lilyan Tashman, who does 


ithe gold-digger role as natural as it 


can seem, the bird’s wife works the 
(Continued on page 27) 
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Marshall Field Okays Film House 
Tieup for First Time in Chicago 








Chicago, Nov. 2. 
Yor the first time in the history 
of show business in Chicago, the 
gnooty Marshall Field company has 


eonsented to join the theatres lo- 
cally in mutual benefit arrange- 
ments. They’ve decided that they 
need a bit of showmanship even in 
department stores. Last week deals 
were completed to bring the depart- 
ment stores into the lives of two 
separate theatre organizations here. 
Publix-Balaban & Katz and Jones, 
Linick and Schaefer are the firms. 

Publix tie-up brings a fashion 
reel into the ace Chicago theatre 
every fourth week. To be plugged 
as ‘gowns selected by the Marshall 
Field company.’ In return Publix 
gets an entire front window besides 
a regular plug over the department 
store’s radio program and space in 
the Marshall Field newspaper ads. 

Jones, Linick and Schaefer plot 
Yinks the Marshall Field subsidiary, 
the Davis department store, and the 
new Jones, Linick and Schaefer 
vaude spot, the Loop theatre, which 
opens this Saturday (7). 


1c for Pass 


Theatre’s problem in this instance 
was to get the femme trade into a 
house that has been burlesque for 
the past four years. J., L. & S. is 
giving the Davis store 1,000 tickets 
for the opening day and 2,000 for 
each week-day of the opening seven. 
These tickets are to be sold to each 
femme customer of the Davis store 
at le. Entire advertising campaign 
to be handled by the Davis store 
and to be worded to impress the 
Public as a free festival on the part 
of the store rather than a give- 
away by the theatre, 

In this manner the theatre is as- 
sured that every one of its free 
ducats will be used and that the 
distribution igs accomplished with- 
out injuring in any way the pres- 
tige of the house by giveaways, 





Best Photos 


You can take a tip from the pro- 
fessional contest arranged on ‘Street 
Scene’ and offer a small prize for 
the most interesting street scene 
photo turned in by a local amateur. 
You can probably lay off the prize 
to the stores handling amateur de- 
veloping and printing. If there is 
more than one, permit each store to 
give a single ticket for the best 
photo developed through its agency 
and submit this prize winner in a 
general contest of all such submis- 
sions. If time permits, this should 
be done about two weeks in ad- 
vance, with the prize winners serv- 
ing as a lobby or window display. 
Putting them in the lobby is the 
better bet, since it brings people 
down to the house. 





Getting a Name 


Winnipeg, Can. 

Some 42 people all suggested the 
same name, “Uptown,” for the new 
Picture house here. Management 
had offered a new radio to the win- 
ner. 

Management got additional pub- 
icity by having all the ‘Uptown 
namers’ write essays on why they 
Selected this title, and best essay 
got the radio. Don Gauld, formerly 
of the Roxy, to be mgr of the new 
spot. 





Cowboy in Lobby 


New York. 
Taking advantage of a rodeo about 
to open, Amike Vogel and Lew 
Preston hired one of the riders to 
fit on his horse in the lobby of the 
Academy of Music and answer ques- 
tions about ‘Riders of the Purple 
Sage’ and the West in general. 
Introducing a horse into a crowd- 
ed lobby is more or less of a risk 
unless it is well gentled, but Vogel 
knew the horse. 





Lectured the Gift 


Charlotte, N. C 


Staging a radio giveaway, W. E.| 
Beck, of the Carolina, built it up 
With a girl act on the stage featur- | 
ing 12 girls in a routine with a solo| 
dancer working back of a scrim on 
which was painted a radio cabinet. | 
She was visible only when the lights | 
were brousht up on her side. 

This was followed by the appear- | 
ance of a salesman from the store | 
Which donated the set, who an- 
nounced that | Was ready to an- 
Swer all questions about the gift. 


bs 


A plant enabled him to reach such 
points as were not brought out by 
the audience without appearing to 
give a spiel. 

Backed by a radio display in the 
mezzanine, with the gift set on dis- 
play in the lobby. Dealer contrib- 
uted the set in return for the ad 
and figured he had the best of it. 
Act free, too. 





Dunking Contest 


Much is said about dunking in 
United Artists’ press book on ‘Palmy 
Days,’ but one contest seems to have 
been omitted, though this can be 
made into either a stage or a lobby 
stunt. 

For the stage stunt, line up six to 
ten contestants before a_ table 
spread with a white cloth or a 
sheet of white paper. The end of 
the roll from a cylinder press will 
be easy to get and will not cost 
anything. Provide each contestant 
with three or four bits of cake (the 
more porous the better) and a cup 
of hot chocolate. At a signal they 
start dunking. The first one to spot 
the cloth is disqualified, and so on 
until there is but one entry left. If 
all fail, it is a dead heat, to be run 
over again, 

For the lobby stunt there is the 
same set up, but with a longer 
reach. Tickets to the best dunkers. 

As a side line get the restaurants 
to put in window signs that dunking 
is permitted the week the picture 
plays. 





Toy Exposition 

Here’s a stunt to be worked on 
any picture suitable for children 
and any time after the first of Dec. 
The idea of springing it now is to 
permit you to make your contacts 
early and put it over in a big way. 
It is a toy fair held in the foyer 
or mezzanine as soon as possible 
after Thanksgiving. 

Each year brings out some new 
ideas in toys and mechanical novel- 
ties. Some of them are decidedly 
interesting. Arrange with dealers 
handling toys to hold them back 
until your exposition and give them 
a formal launching instead of a 
perfunctory showing in the window. 
Give special space to these novel- 
ties, and if they are mechanical, 
arrange to have them working. 
Background these with the stand- 
ard toys, with one or more toy rail- 
roads set up and with as elaborate a 
layout as possible. Also have two 
or three exhibits of structural toys, 
preferably those which are motored 
by the device which is a part of the 
higher priced sets, 

With very little work a display 
can be arranged that will be a real 
business builder and which should 
be good for a week or ten-day run. 

As a side angle, an earlier con- 
test can offer small prizes for the 
best structural novelties built by 
boys with their own sets, to be 
used in the later display. This can 
be worked up early in November, 
with window displays in all the 
stores handling these toys. 





Tie-Ins Helped 


Denver. 

Denver theatre got most of its 
stuff on ‘Palmy Days’ from the press 
sheet book, according to Manager 
Holmes Swiger. 

Best bet was a hook to Happy 
Homes Bakers, which won banners 
showing Eddie Cantor dunking on 
both sides of the fleet of 60 delivery 
trucks. A week in advance of the 
show and for three days of the run 
the bakery paraded the entire fleet 
after the cars came in off the routes, 
and made an impressive bally. 

Red and White grocery chain of 
180 stores mentioned the picture in 
its daily ads in return for a few 
tickest to be given people whose 
names were printed daily in the ad 
spaces, and these ads were posted 
on the windows of all of the stores. 
All music and book stores used stills 
in their windows. 


Indian Whoopee 
Hartford, Conn. 

Governor Cross of Connecticut is 
now a full fledged member of the 
Iroquois and, like other Iroquois, 
is entitled to one-half acre of land 
and $6.48 a year from the govern- 
ment. Low - Yaw - Naw - Ko - Wah 
meaning ‘Great Chief’ and appear- 
ing at the Capitol with an F-M 
unit inducted the governor into the 
tribe. Front page stories through- 
out the state resulted. 

Finest bit of exploitation used in 
town for some time. In addition 
to appearing with the governor, the 
chief participated in school cere- 
monies, strutted the streets in full 
regalia and spoke at a number of 
local gatherings. 





Kidding the Kiddies 
Green Bay, Wis. 

Figuring that the club button is 
an advertisement when worn, head- 
achers have been figuring schemes 
to get the children to keep them 
visible, 

One of the best gags was origi- 
nated by Fred Brown of the Fox. 
He has a standing offer of a ducat 
to any kid that can catch him or the 
organist without a button, only atip- 
ulation being that the kid must be 
wearing his. Now the kids are 
wearing them on their nighties in 
case they dream about a buttonless 
Brown. 





Smart’s Free Party 


Spartanburg, 8. C. 

With two colleges in town, Hugh 
J. Smart felt that it would be a 
good idea to give a party to the 
students, 

He sold the idea to eight local 
merchants, and they paid for the 
party, including the tickets. They 
got most of the credit in return 
but the Montgomery will keep on 
getting the business in return for 
the idea. 


Window Exposition 
Pittsburgh. 

Warner people have closed a deal 
with McCreery’s, largest retail store 
here, for an 1l-window exhibit of 
picture material, including cameras, 
projection machines, sound recorder, 
and costumes worn by various WB 
stars, backed by paintings. Display 
will cover the entire store front. 

Material is on its way here from 
Burbank in a carload shipment. 
Both store and exchange are work- 
ing on advance publicity. 








Stunting That Helps All Ways 


Toledo. 

RKO Rivoli pulled a humanitarian 
scheme last week when they learned 
of 60 youngsters being kept by the 
Elks club here, A special matinee 
was held for any one who would 
give as his admittance some bit of 
clothing. A great stack of clothes 
was the result and many good 
pieces of wearing apparel could be 
found in the outfits. 

Stunt was much of a success and 
the papers went for it In a big way. 





Should more houses pull the same 
scheme, T. H. Stevens, manager of 
the Rivoli thinks much could be 
done to alleviate in a small way 
some of the suffering that is bound 
to come this winter. 


Free Space in Seattle 
Seattle. 
With very much restricted adv. 
budget, Fox-West Coast in this 
town has to build its publicity 


stunts so as to rate publication. In 
conjunction with showing ‘Personal 
Maid,’ Vix Gauntlet, p.a. for Fox 
houses here, got okay free adv. from 
the ‘Post Intelligencer’ by giving 
ducats to the shows to ‘Personal 
Maids’ who put ads in the ‘P. I.’ 
‘P. I’ ran display space in its news 
sections, calling attention to the 
show and to its want ads. 

In connection with the Dairyman 
state-wide contest on writing nur- 
sery rhymes, Fifth avenue theatre 
got pictures and free story in 81 
newspapers all over state. Picture 
thus publicized was a gal in the 
Fanchon- Marco Unit, ‘Nursery 
Rhymes’ in the act of writing a 
‘Miss Buffet’ jingle. It cost noth- 
ing. 





Aired the Uniforms 


Eugene, Ore. 

Because the University of Oregon 
band had just been diked out in 
new uniforms, at a cost of $3,000, 
the McDonald theatre drew a big 
night’s business. B. E. Abegglen 
persuaded the boys that the best 
place to show the new uniforms to 
the community would be the stage 
of his theatre. They played as part 
of the program and gave aballyhoo 
concert before the show which 
stopped traffic. 

Cost no one a dollar. 


Enlarged Cantor 





Houston. 
Eddie Collins, Publix city man- 
ager, and Ralph Ayers, headacher 


of the Metropolitan, used magna- 
scope projection on some of the 
scenes from ‘Palmy Days,’ with 
such good effect that Dallas and 
San Antone copied the stunt. 

For the ‘Bend Down, Sister’ num- 
ber, the picture was blown up and 
a lavender medium placed in front, 
with a very pleasing tint effect on 
the screen, 





BEHIND 





the KEYS 








F Anamosa, Ia. 

Rebuilding of the C. L. Niles the- 
atre, swept recently by fire, has 
been started by the owner. The pro- 
ject represents expenditure of about 
$20,000. 





Birmingham. 

The last house of the Wise thea- 
ters, closed July 18 because of labor 
troubles, will reopen today (2). It 
is the Empire. 

All houses are operating non- 
union because operators refuse to 
take more than the 7% cut author- 
ized by the national office. 





Birmingham. 
Happy Chapman is reopening the 
Rivoli at Centerville, Ala, as the 
Francis. 





Rockville, Conn. 
Irwin Ciechowski has succeeded 
N. L. French, resigned, as manager 
of the Palace theatre, 


Creston, Ia. 
Crest theatre ed to extent 
of $7,000 in projection booth blaze. 


Los Angeles. 

Fox-West Coast has made many 
changes in its Southern California 
and Montana divisions. 

In the S. C. section, M. F. Wil- 
liams replaces Carl C. Smith at 
Redlands, Smith going to the Gra- 
nada, Wilmington, in place of Rich- 
ard Darst. In San Diego, George 
Christoffers goes to the Orpheum, 
and R. C. Cannom transfers to the 
California, Pomona, 

Montana division changes have 
F. A, Olsen to the Idaho Falls, 
Idaho. Charles P. Scates going to 
Pocatello in place of R. E. Archi- 
bald. Latter switches to the Bill- 
ings, Mont. 











ttsburgh. 

Three downtown B first runs 
have switched opening days. Stan- 
ley goes from Friday to Thursday, 
Davis from Monday to Friday and 
Warner from Monday to Saturday. 

Harris, WB's remaining down- 
town site, sticks to Saturdays. 





Pittsburgh. 

Managerial changes in the local 
WEB division include Jack Williams, 
Ambridge manager, to Ridgeway; 
C. A. Flinch, from Ridgeway to 
Brookville, and V. R. Anderson, 
from Brookville to Ambridge. Kenny 
Kenfield, of the local Warner, to 





Steubenville, O., as manager of the 
Olympic. 





Los Angeles. 
William Jenner has been made 
manager of the Westlake, which 
will be reopened by Fox-West Coast 
Nov. 8. 
Policy calls for daily mats. and 
25c. top at night. 





. : Seattle. 
Kent Thompson, manager. at 
Moore’s (stock). George Clarke, 


former mgr., in San Francisco. 


Cleveland. 

Frank Phelps promoted to division 
manager of all Warner houses in 
northern Ohio, with headquarters 
here. James Keefe succeeds him 
over WB’s local theatres. 

Pat Pendy, manager of Warner's 
Lake, in Keefe’s former post as 
Uptown manager. John Manuel, ex- 
asst. at Uptown, succeeds Pendy at 
Lake. 

C. V. Wiegand from St. Louis sup- 
planting J. P. Faughman, head of 
WB's contact department, who is 
transferred to Albany. 

Harland Fend, formerly publicity 
man with Terminal Tower, returns 
to Loew's as assistant p. a. to M. A. 
Malaney. 

Art Catlin appointed manager of 
Loew's Stillman, reopened as a 25c. 
grind house with first-run film pol- 
icy. Henry Lee made assistant, 
with Ray Averill taking over man- 
agership of Loew’s Alhambra. 

Maurice Lebensburger appointed 
new Ohio rep for Tobias Films, 





Creston, Ia. 

Tire breaking out in the projec- 
tion room of the Crest wrecked the 
machine and burned the hands of 
Frank Shipley, owner-operator. 
Booth fireproof. 

About 25 people walked quietly 
when the fire broke out,although no 
smoke got into the theatre. Ship- 
ley announced it himself. Loss is 
estimated at around $7,000. 


Hollywood. 

George Reilly, manager of War- 
ners’ Beverly, has been switched to 
Warners’ Hollywood, with Frank 
Newman, Jr., going into Reilly's 
office at the Beverly. 

Sam Le Maire goes to Warners’ 
Fresno in place of Newman. 





London, Canada. 

Earl Scandrett appointed man- 
ager of the Capitol, Woodstock: Sid 
Scott will manage new Famous 
Player theatre, opening in St. | 
Thomas Nov. 9; Willarm Faweett, | 
former mgr, at the Capitol, Wood- 
Stock, transferred to Sarnia. 





House Organ Grows 


Chicago. 

Publix-Balaban and Katz weekly 
tabloid giveaway, the ‘Star News,’ 
this week increases to 12 pages, af- 
ter having jumped _ successively 
from four to eight. This weekly, 
now edited by Arch Herzoff, has 
proven the first successful news 
throwaway for the circuit. They’ve 
tried everything in the past in the 
way of inside journalistic plugging, 
everything from rotogravures to 
fan mags, but this combo chatter 
and news is the first to catch on, 

In the past, B.&K. attempted to 
finance these giveaways themselves, 
but wore themselves out trying to 
sell ads, and ended in the red. Larry 
Lipton, former local p.a., is backing 
the sheet on his own, selling the 
space and taking the profit. B.&K, 
is thankful and happy to have Lip- 
ton make any coin on this sheet, 
since it’s proving their ace intimate 
plugging medium, 

Sheet contains only pictures and 
chatter of attractions playing or 
slated to play the 26 B.&K. thea- 
tres in Chicago; no other news copy 
is allowed. B.&K. has complete say 
over the news copy. Plugging is 
kept toned down somewhat, with the 
chatter being played up; but any 
mention of a picture or attraction 
is followed in italics with the name 
of the theatre at which it’s being 
shown and the date. 

Circulation is now 200,000, guar- 
anteed, and distributed directly in 
the theatres. 

As a result of the specialized cir- 
culation, the ad rates have climbed, 
and the space is now retailing at the 
high of $4.90 an inch, as much as 
some of the dailies here. 





Paraded Halloween 


Astoria, Ore. 

Instead of the usual gag of asking 
the kids to omit the usual Halloween 
stunts without offering them a sub- 
stitute, Edgar Hart of the Liberty 
arranged to parade the members of 
his Mickey Mouse club and their 
friends following the regular meet- 
ing of the club. For that occasion 
each child was privileged to bring 
some juvenile non-member as its 
guest. 

Following the show the children 
were pleged to avoid malicious mis- 
chief and then paraded through the 
town as an outlet for their energies. 
Banners announced the purpose of 
the parade. 

Music was supplied by a radio set 
mounted on a cart drawn by five 
boys, an adaptation of a stunt origi- 
nated by Hart last Armistice day, 
when he lined the route of the Le- 
gion parade with borrowed radios, 
all picking up Sousa marches broad- 
cast from discs from the local sta- 
tion. 

Hart has been elected chaplain of 
the Legion, in which he has always 
been very active. 





Plugging ‘Susan’ 
Cleveland. 

Theatres in the Cleveland division 
of Loew’s are playing up ‘Susan 
Lenox’ with a slogan, ‘Go Ga-Ga 
with Greta GArbo and Clark GAble,’ 
which will be used in all houses. A 
rubber stamp is provided to be used 
on restaurant menus, grocery bags, 
all outgoing mail and wherever else 
it can be slapped. 

Nabe houses were instructed to 
have ‘their ticket sellers and door- 
men tell the customers about the 
picture at the Allen. 





Paid in Tickets 
Toledo. 

To get radio mention of ‘Unholy 
Garden’ at the Valentine theatre 
paid off in theatre tickets. Tied in 
to a furniture store which broad- 
casts daily and at each session the 
announcer gave a spiel for the pic- 
ture and read off the names of 4ix 
persons entitled to passes on identi- 
fication. Names were taken from the 
telephone book. 

Advertiser liked it because it 
made them tune in on his own an- 
nouncement, 





Working the Stills 


Akron, O. 

Ernest C. Austgen got a five col. 
art layout in the ‘Times-Press’ with 
seven pictures of Helen Hayes in 
the various phases of make-up in 
‘The Sin of Madelon Claudet.’ There 
were six distinct types of character 
in the set of seven, and the cuts, 
with an ample caption, helped to 
interest the readers in a new star 
at the Loew theatre. 

Did not require any effort to sell 
the idea because it was away from 
the usual lines. 





Joan’s Mexican Doubles 
Mexico City. 
Teatro Regis, Metro show window 
has the girls all flustered over the 
old offer to send the local girl who 


looks most like Joan Crawford to 
Hollywood. Offer includes a travel- 
jing wardrobe in addition to a round 


trip ticket 
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Protection Between Runs-Ist Runs 


Almost Nil Thru 


Protection between run 
and first runs in immédiate zones 
is being practically eliminated in 
moving prints to fulfill demands of 
bookers faced with almost as seri- 
ous a problem in lining up sufficient 
product as last spring. Therefore 


operators are not keen anpout giv- 
ing up protection on run houses, 
where pictures are held for as many 
weeks as possible at higher scales 
than nearest first runs charge, but 
are being forced to do this in view 
of the situation. 

Some chains in their own con- 
trolled towns are unable to lay 
away run product for even a couple 
weeks before shipping the pictures 
inte the first run houses. With the 
average length of runs ’way down 
now, it hurries the picture on its 
circulation. In highly competitive 
situations, this will ultimately have 
the effect of hurting run houses 
through gradual education of the 
public that they will see the Tic 
or $1 run picture in their first run, 
possibly with vaude, at 50c. 

Less Than Week 

Run production has averaged 
anywhere from two to six weeks, 
distributors and operators prefer- 
ring to widen clearance between 
runs and firsts as far as possible 
due to the admission difference. In 
New York an instance where that 
protection is down to less than a 
week occurs in the release of ‘Palmy 
Days’ to Loew’s for its State imme- 
diately on top of its tenure of the 
Rialto, one of the Publix run op- 
erations. For the State it’s the first 
case where a run picture has been 
bookable on such short protection. 

Paramount, also moving its prod- 
uct fast, recently sent ‘American 
Tragedy’ into the Paramount, its 
Broadway first run, within a week 
after it ended a $2 stay at the 
Criterion, $2 spot. 

A case in point with Metro which, 
however, is not squeezed on prod- 
uct for its Capitol, was the moving 
of ‘Free Soul’ into this first run 
within two weeks after it closed at 
the $2 Astor. Ordinarily it waits 
about a month. With ‘The Guards- 
man’ leaving the Astor Nov. 7 that 
picture will wait a while, staying 
away from the Capitol until Dec. 
11 when booked for that house. 

Booking Freedom 

Throughout the country protec- 
tion between the run and their 
first run sites is being narrowed 
as far as possible without serious 
injury. In such situations the cry 
for product is resulting in a free- 
dom of booking, often taking in in- 
terchange of pictures between 
chains so that none are left in a 
hole. Where a distributor can spare 
@ picture or two, or a circuit which 
has contracted the entire output is 
in a position to release to another 
chain in dire need, that is being 
amicably done. 

So far the averdge protection be- 
teween first runs and subsequents 
has not been lowered with few ex- 
ceptions. In many localities, par- 
ticularly neighborhoods, the dis- 
crepancy in admissions would be 
too great to warrant extensive 
narrowing on clearance of prints. 


Newark Settlement Near 


Newark, N. J., Nov. 2. 

After months of fruitless negotia- 
tions the difficulties with the mu- 
Sicians are approaching a _ settle- 
ment. Men working under agree- 
ment to make the terms retroactive 
to September 1. 

he matter has been 
New York. 
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houses 








handled in 


Audience Mobs Pickets 
When Bomb Goes Off | 


Kansas City, Nov. 2. 

Irate patrons of the Oak Park 
theatre mobbed two union picke ts | 
on duty following explosion of a| 
sulphur bomb in the audiiorium. 
Riot call was turned in and the 

two pickets rescued by the police. 


people may 
| 





regular 


Booking Demands 


Promoter Goodman Held 
Under Bail of $30,000 


Easton, Pa., Nov. 2. 

Harry Goodman, 40, from Phila- 
delphia and who claims to be a the- 
atre promoter, is in jail here on the 
charge of taking John M. Crouse, 
farmer, near here, for $16,000, on the 
promise that the farmer would get 
$6,000 profit at the end of four 
months, after Goodman bought a 
theatre at Stroudsburg with the 
money. Goodman is alleged to have 
disappeared, but was found here and 





taken before Alderman John R. 
Chidsey, who held him in $30,000 
bail. 


Unable to get bail, he went to 
jail. ° 

Goodman is said to have been in- 
strumental in the sale of bonds for 
a local theatre several years ago. 


MADE 15-MIN. MOTION 
FILM FOR HOME COMING 


Minneapolis, Nov. 2. 

The Minnesota theatre had a tie- 
up with the Minneapolis ‘Star’ and 
University Daily as co-sponsors of 
a ‘Movie Memories’ film assembled 
and presented by the showhouse in 
conjunction with ‘homecoming 
week’ at the university. The film, 
running for 15 minutes, consists of 
clips of old pictures depicting Uni- 
versity of Minnesota campus and 
athletic activities since its begin- 
ning. 

The Minnesota publicity’ staff 
spent seven weeks in preparing the 
film. Miles of footage were gone 
over to obtain the desired clips and 
old photographs were dug up from 
every conceivable source. The fih- 
ished product was cut down from 
5,500 feet. farlier day activities, 
available only in still form, were 
converted into motion by swinging 
the camera when retaking the pic- 
tures. Cliff Gill of the advertising 
department prepared the dialog 
modeled along the ‘Movie Memories’ 
lines. The dialog was spoken 
through the theatre’s loud speaker 
system by Al Shean, WCCO an- 
nouncer, giving the impression of 
a sound picture. The film was 
pushed in every way with promo- 
tional advertising and publicity and 
proved a considerable drawing card. 

It will be run in Publix suburban 
houses after the Minnesota is 
through with it and then will be 
turned over to the university for use 
in promoting the school. 


Nite Football Relief 


Toledo, Nov. 2. 

Theatre operators here have 
raised their hands to the heavens 
and given thanks for the end of 
night football. The last game was 
played a week ago and there was a 
crowd of 12,000 or more people. 

Two games drew more than 12,000 
people each at the Waite high 
bowls. Other night games drew in 
the excess of 8,000 in these tough 
times. Cold \veather has put the 
kibosh on the night games and the 
now go to the theatfe. 











Theatre as Lab 


Rochester, N. Y., Nov. 2. 
Carl M. Weber, machinist, who 


makes a low priced sound apparatus 





PROFIT IN 400 SEATERS 





+ 


(WITH OWNER AS 
THER BOOTH MAN 


Settlement of Chicago Union- 
Allied Exhibs Fight Work- 
ing Best for Smallest 
Houses—Whole Family in 
On Operation — Former 
Dark Houses Now Making 
Money 


IN SEPARATE CLASS 


Chicago, Oct. 28. 
Under the new operators’ con- 
tract, born as the result of the Oper- 
ators’ Union-Allied Theatre Own- 
ers fight, the houses seating 400 or 
less, acquired a special distinction, 


and were treated as a separate class 
in the matter of number of booth 
men and scale. In a larger sense, 
these small seaters were the only 
theatres to reap any appreciable re- 
ward for the long, tough lock-out 
battle. 


While the larger theatres secured 
a cut of 20%, the 400-seaters gath- 
ered in a wage slash which amount- 
ed to 50% under the new agree- 
ment. This is figured under the 
contract's permitting the owner of 
the small house to take the place of 
one of the two operators in the 
booth. For the smaller grinds, this 
totals as a large saving, offering the 
difference between profit and loss. 
In most cases it means making 
$100 a week, or losing that much. 
And in most of these galleries, $100 
is deemed a nifty profit for the 
owner. 

With the acceptance of the new 
contract has come renewed demand 
for these small theatres, with tiny 
galleries, shuttered for the last few 
years, now relighted in a hurry. In 
instances of houses which are a few 
seats over 400, the owners are rip- 
ping out the extra chairs in order 
to bring the capacity down within 
the one-man _ ruling. Operators’ 
union, however, is taking careful 
check on these tactics. 

In practice, all 400-seat houses 
will not clip off the extra operator. 
For example, in and near the loop 
there are a half-dozen minor seating 
spots, such as the Adams, Casino, 
Pastime, Fashion, Chicago (S. State 
street), which operate in a 12-16- 
hour schedule. In a few of these 
instances, the owners are going in 
as the extra man for a single shift; 
but the majority of these loop 
grinds are remaining with a full 
roster of regulation operators. Also 
in the case of the circuits, houses 
under 400 seats are remaining with- 
out owner-operators. 

Such houses in the Loop as the 
Casino and Pastime are using six 
operators on a three-shift schedule. 
Neither of the owners is even con- 
sidering going into the booth. Both 
spots are on West Madison street, 
in the heart of the Loop, and doing 
well enough with their passer-by 
trade for horse-dramas and double 
features at bargain rates. Casino 
is operated by Louis Laemmle 
brother of Carl Laemmle. 


Different Policies 


Some of the under-400-seat spots 
near the Loop, as the U. S. and 
National, are running straight stage 
show policies, a combine of burley- 
cue, stock dramatics and vaude; 
having made the shift some months 


|} ago when.they found the pressure 


for small theatr~s and schools, has | 
bought the Rivoli theatre as a test- | 


ing laboratory. 
Operates the house for 
like other theatre 


the public 


ERIE STRIFE OVER 


| Crown and Albany, 


erie, Pa., Nov. 2 
Warners has settled its difference: 
with stagehands here and vaude 
comes back next Monday. 
Walkout occurred a few weeks 
igo when the stage crew handed in | 
an overtime bill twice the amount of 


salaries 


on the right side of the ledger after | will manage Fox theatres on Long | 

| months of darkness. In these gal- | Island taken over by Skouras.! : 
leries, in which the entire family is | Sturdevant will have charge of the 
alled upon to operate as doorman, | Indiana, Ohio, and Circle. 

cashiers, ete., the owner-operator! Ted Nichols, former d. ¢. on the 
notion is a life-sayver \ ‘News,’ goes in as press agent here 


too strong from the cost of pictures 
and booth-men. These are doing so 
well at present that they figure on| 
sticking » to the present policy ! 
rather than return to flickers. 


clos 


Out in the neighborhoods, in| 
houses such as the Home, South 


the owner-oper- | 
It's | 


ator idea is working out nicely. 
a break for these spots, with the}; 
owners finding themselves for once | 


Rival Operators’ Unions Sent For 
By Milwaukee Police Over ' Slugging 








— —+ 
PUBLIC AGAINST TAX Milwaukee, Nov. 2. 
The appearance in Milwaukee of 
General Resentment Throughout |two alleged organizers of picture 


Rhode Island 


Providence, Nov. 2. 
Providence theatre men may not 
have to resort to much hauling and 
kill attempt here to 
on theatre tickets 


pulling to 


foster tax as a 


means of helping the unemployed. 


Tax on amusements is inclued in 


a bill drawn up by Republican lead- 
ers slated for passage at a special 
session of the legislature within a 
week or two. 

Public utilities, bankers and auto- 
mobile owners are raising such a 
howl about a proposal to place a 
tax also on phone and electric light 
bills as well as a $1 tax on every 
registration, that it now looks like 
Republicans will not attempt to 
press for special session at this 
time. Instead it is generally be- 
lieved that bill will be held out until 
January so that a more satisfactory 
plan can be reached on taxation, 

Under the present plan every the- 
atre ticket in Rhode Island would 
be taxed one cent on every ten 
cents or a fraction thereof. Another 
part meeting with opposition is the 
proposal to tax meals of $1 or more. 


ONLY INDIE IN MACON 
FOLDS ON CUT SCALE 


Macon, Ga., Nov. 2. 

Grand closed Saturday (31) after 
a two-week attempt to hold up by 
price cutting. 

E. A. Booth, manager, operating 
independently, has leased the Galzi® 
theatre, Columbus, Ga., and will 
operate that. He also has the Peach 
theatre in Fort Valley. 

All other houses here are operated 
by Arthur Lucas, who recently took 
them over from Publix in partfer- 
ship. - 


Ups Admish 


San Francisco, Nov. 2. 

Without many noticing it FWC 
has sneaked the price scale upward 
at its Warfield and Fox within the 
past two weeks. At opening of the 
summer season houses slashed a 
dime off admission but now the Fox 
is back at 65 cents with the War- 
field 60c. 

Fox and RKO’s Golden Gate 
highest scaled picture houses in 
town, with a 65c gate. 











Charleston Injunction 
Against Stage Unions 


Charleston, W. Va., Nov. 2. 

Circuit Judge Arthur P. Hudson 
has issued a temporary injunction 
on petition of T. L. Kearse, owner of 
the Kearse theatre, restraining 
members of three unions who are 
now on strike from staging demon- 
strations in front of the Kearse 
theatre. 

The injunction order was directed 
against the Stage Workers local No. 
271, the Motion Picture Machine 
Operators. of. United States and 
Canada, local No. 500, and the Amer- 





operators was followed the next day 
(29) by the slugging of Walter Sie- 
mienski, a member of the Motion 
Picture Operators’ association, non- 
union. 

According to Siemenski’s story, 
two men forced him to the curb late 


Wednesday night and slugged him 
with a blackjack, inflicting a scalp 
wound. The previous night a brick 
was thrown through Siemienski’s 
auto following a fight between 
operators at a downtown hotel. 


Speaking for the independent 
theatre owners, Otto Meister, man- 
ager of the Whitehouse theatre, said 
that one of the organizers came to 
Milwaukee at the request of his 
group. It is the plan of the inde- 
pendents to form a union of their 
own in time for action when the 
present union agreements expire in 
1932. According to this scheme, 50 
or 60 local theatres will be using 
what the independents call “com- 
pany union operators,” leaving 20 
chain houses to employ present 
union men. The scale will have a 
maximum of $60 a week instead of 
$105 with one operator to a booth. 

The non-union operators, num- 
bering about 20, claim no connec- 
tion with the imported organizers. 

G. C. Kalkhoff, business manager 
of the operators’ union, insists that 
his organization has had no part in 
any activities, past or present, 
against non-union operators. He 
claims it is merely a move to gain 
sympathy, and that the beating-up 
process, if any, has been done by 
the non-union followers themselves 
or their agents. 

Captain of detectives Harry 
Ridenour summoned both factions 
to headquarters following the ruc- 
tion at the hotel and the slugging 
of Siemienski. He promised speedy 
action by the police if any more 
Chicago tactics were employed. 


U. A. Dropping 9 Men 
From Theatre Servicing 


United Artists’ theatre servicing 
department will be restricted to 
home office operation effective Nov. 
11, On that date nine men, spotted 
in various keys from coast to coast, 
will be out, ; 

Retaining Monroe Greenthal at 
the home office as assistant to Hal 
Horne, in charge of the servicing 
department, Horne will retain Lar- 
ry Jacobs, who was spot man on 
twin percentage bookings, and Bill 
C. Erskine, who covered New York 
state. 

With the other exploitation men 
in the field dropping out, U. A. will 
have the film salesmen from the 
nearest exchanges see that exploita- 
tion material is routed through to 
theatre accounts, 


Prizeless Contest 


First theatre operating contest in 
RKO without prizes will be the Di- 
vision Managers’ ‘Sell the Show 
Month.’ Event is to extend from 


— 











Nov. 7 to Dec. 11. 
Booking departments of RKO 
both film and vaudeville, will at- 


tempt to give every division an even 
break, 

RKO's last inter-organization 
joust carried a trip to Europe for 
the winner. 





ican Federation of Musicians, local 
No. 136, and others. 
SKOURAS CHANGE | 
Indianapolis, Nov. 2. 
BE. V. Sturdevant, for years press | 
agent for Skouras-Publix theatres | 
here, appointed general manager of | 
the Skouras interests succeeding 


Cullen Espy. | 


Espy goes to New York, where he | 


HIS OWN OPPOSITION 


Syracuse, Nov. 2. 





Harry Gilbert, veteran exhib, once 
igain is his own opposition. Gilbert, 
who late last spring acquired the 
Brighton, rival south side deluxe 
neighborhood, which had made the 
oing hard for his Riviera, two 
blocks or so away, reopened the 

| former Sunday. 

Both houses will follow the same 


subsequent run policy at a 25¢ top. 
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| 
| | Richard ARLEN — Peggy SHANNON — Jack : OAKIE — Regis“ TOOMEY — Charles STARRETT 
| 


Here IS football! All the super-thrills'of the big game. All the 
problems, hopes, disappointments, dangers and triumphs that make 
football what it really is. Together with uproarious comedy. And the 


most unusual and entertaining love story ever. Preview audiences 
actually cheered wildly! It’s big money for you all right! Directed by 
Norman McLeod. From Francis Wallace’s novel ‘‘Stadium’’. 


PARAMOUNT 
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N. Y. Indie Exhibs 
In Opposition 


Place Some Hope 
Operators Unions 





Coincident with the New York 
State Court of Appeals restraining 
operators’ union, Local 306 (New 
York) from picketing two Brooklyn 
theatres employing the rival Empire 
State operators, independent sources 
jn and around New York started to 
consider reports that 306 had given 
Lee Ochs the better of the deal in 
bringing that indie Bronx exhib 
around to unionism. This denied, 
yet persists as the inside lowdown 
in some independent exhib quar- 
ters. Information of report is that 
Ochs got concessions under scale 
and conditions as applied to the- 
atres of other owners for a couple 
of his houses. 

Officials of 306, not presenting the 
figures for ‘Variety’ because that 
would entail executive board ap- 
proval, declares this is independent 
propaganda against 306, and that 
Ochs is adhering exactly to the same 
scale and working conditions (num- 
ber of men, etc.) as other houses in 
the same class as his. Scales 
and number of men are determined 
on run classification into which 
houses fall, distribution restrictions 
affecting them, seating capacity 
and other matters, 306 calling it a 
very involved problem to figure out 
basis of contracts. 

That there will not be any con- 
cessions by way of fewer men in 
the booth, lowered salaries or de- 
pression-time rebates as in force 
over the summer, is promised by 
306. 

Contracted Till September, 1932 

The view taken by a spokesman 
for independent exhibs in Greater 
New York is that exhibs are bound 
until September, 1932, by contracts 
at agreed scales and conditions. If 
306 rendered concessions to a 
unionizing house or chain, possibly 
because today’s economic situation 
as against what it was when previ- 
ous contracts were entered, it is 
feared courts would demand sim- 
flar concessions be enforced to gov- 
ern all. Those contracts which 
were previously accepted, most of 
them in September, 1930, when two- 
year agreements went into force, 
would be upheld by any judge, the 
indies believe. 


Opposition Unions 

Meanwhile exhibitors are display- 
fng interest over the Empire State 
decision, strongly fought by 306, 
which they feel will be highly in 
their favor next September on ex- 
Piration of present contracts, plac- 
ing two operator unions in a com- 
petitive position. Their elation is a 
bubble if the interpretation 306 
places on the Court of Appeals’ de- 
cision is upheld. 

That decision specifically re- 
strains 306 from picketing the New 
United and New Broadway theatres, 
Brooklyn, where Empire’ State 
booth men are employed, but does 
not injunct 306 specifically from the 
picketing of other houses. It is said 
at 306 that the court fight carried 
to the state’s highest tribunal by 
Empire was lost by 306 because it 
was sustained that the latter’s pick- 
eting had been attended by vio- 
lence. 

Interpretation by 306 is that they 
can picket any other’ theatres 
Whether those houses employ Em- 
pire State men or not. 

Preparation is already under way 
by the Sam Kaplan local to place 
that interpretation to a test by the 
Picketing of other houses in Brook- 
which use Empire's projection- 
sts. 


Theatre owners, on the other 





hand, see in the favorable decision 
for Empire State a step nearer to 
lower scales for operators and view 
306’s rival as haviing a chance of 


becoming strong opposition to the | 


larger union. To 306, Empire State 
is regarded as possibly becoming 
nuisance opposition, but nothing 
more than that. 

Empire State, which has not as 
yet moved out of the Brooklyn ju- 
risdiction, is credited with around 
600 members. In 306 the member- 
ship is 1,200 card men and 600 per- 
mit men, with different scales ap- 
plying for the two classes. 

Some spotty picketing has sprung 
up since the heavy Ochs offensive 
and resultant contract. Currently 
walizing the street in front of Lan- 
dau and Bock’s Heights (New 
York) and Sol Saphier’s Miracle and 
“mpress in the Bronx, 306 is now 
preparing to lay siege to Schwartz 
& Cohen's Kameo, Bronx, reopened 
after being dark several years. 





Cleveland Musicians in 
Trade with Exhib Ass’n 


Cleveland, Nov. 2. 

Stage hands compromised with 
Cleveland Exhibitors’ Association 
on contract for coming year by 
agreeing to a flat rate of $50 a week 
for seven nights and either one or 
two mats. 

Exhibitors also came half way by 
guaranteeing work for five union 
stage hands during year, although 
few film houses ever really need 
stage boys except at rare times 
when vaude acts are booked in as 
added attraction. New contract 
considered a strong compromise to 
last year’s agreement, which gave 
eight stage hands $55 for seven 
nights with two matinees. i 

Special for single jobs for hands, 
formerly $8, now at $7.50 with dou- 
ble session such as Sunday matinee 
and night being cut from $16 to $10. 


‘Ann Boyd’ Still Has 
Chance After 10 Yrs. 


Hollywood, Nov. 2. 

Metro is considering buying Will 
N. Harben’s ‘Ann Boyd’ for Marie 
Dressler. Novel is written around 
the Georgia mountain clans. 

Story has been kicking around 
various studios the past 10 years 
and has been set for production 
twice but never went into produc- 
tion. 








DARMOUR FIRE SUIT 


Los Angeles, Nov. 2., 

Darmour Productions is co-de- 
fendant with Consolidated Film In- 
dustries in an additional $7,246 
claim for damages by fire insur- 
ance companies in the Consolidated 
laboratory fire two years ago. Dar- 
mour has been paid that amount 


by the insurance companies for 
damaged ‘Mickey McGuire’ neg- 
atives. 


Reason for naming Darmour 
company as a defendant is its al- 
leged refusal to permit its name 
used as a plaintiff in the concerted 
actions. Fire insurance motto is 
sue or be sued. 


PARAMOUNT’S ‘TWO KINDS’ 

Paramount has retitled Robert E. 
Sherwood’s play ‘This Is New York,’ 
calling it ‘Two Kinds of Women.’ 
Philips Holmes and Peggy Shannon 
probable leads with no director set. 

Play was produced last season by 
Arthur Hopkins. 








| to 


|stage show for the Chinese. 








Hollywood Blvd. Pushing 
Chinese Up to $1.50 Top 


Hollywood, Nov. 2. 
Fox-West Coast will most likely 
go back to its original $1.50 top at 
the Hollywood Chinese, which is 
now running day and date with the 
downtown Criterion. Former has 
75-cent top and the latter 65. 
Only circuit house currently on a 
showcase admission is the Carthay 
Circle, which hasn't lately been do- 
ing so well. 
Switch back is due in a measure 

insistence of Hollywood Boule- 
vard merchants, who have been 
campaigning for a price boost and 
Since 
the policy was changed there’s been 
no outstanding picture house on the 


| Boulevard to draw the tourist trade. 


Metro’s ‘The Champ’ with Wallace 
Beery and Jackie Cooper, being 
world premiered at the Astor, New 
York, is indicated as the first under 
the returned policy. 


Theatre Man Saved Lives 


Albany, N. Y., Nov. 2. 

Walter Sucknow, owner of the 
Arbor theatre, neighborhood 
risked his life to warn occupants 
of a house, which he discovered in 
flames while on his way to the the- 
atre. The fire was at 272 Clinton 
avenue, 

Sucknow aroused Mr. and Mrs. 
High G. Flanders. On their way 
out of the building Flanders was 
hit on the head with a piece of 
plaster and Sucknow’s hat was 
blown off as an explosion rocked 
the building. Flanders and two 
others were hurt. There were three 
explosions in rapid succession. 

Damage amounted to about $5,000. 


Labor Moratorium? 


Los Angeles, Nov. 2. 

Claiming that if the Operator's 
Union persists in returning te the 
old scale from the summer cut, it 
must try to unload about 40 thea- 
tres, Fox-West Coast is trying to 
secure a2 moratorium from union of- 
ficials, 

Latter thus far are refusing to 
budge, with most of the operators 
getting their raise from the sum- 
mer scale this week. Average wage, 
without the cut, is $60 weekly. 


Ist Run with Double 
Features at Davies 


San Francisco, Nov. 2. 

Bill Wagnon has temporarily put 
his Davies back into the first run 
class with several bookings of new 
flickers. First of these is ‘Dreyfus 
Case’ (Col) currently playing the 
house. Other is “Ten Nights in a 
Barroom’ opening next week. 

All are double billed along with 
a second run picture. 


M-G Considers ‘Rosary’ 


Hollywood, Nov. 2. 

Metro is passing around copies 
of ‘The Rosary’ for execs to read 
and submit opinions on its picture 
possibilities. 

Play was originally produced in 
New ‘York in 1910 by Ed Rowland 
and Edwin Clifford. ‘The Rosary’ 
was also produced as a picture in 
1916 by Col. Selig and released by 
Vitagraph. In 1924 it was remade 
by Sam Rork for First National. 


EXPLOSION DESTROYS BLOCK 


Dallas, Nov. 2. 
Booth explosion last week in the 
Crim, at Arp, east Texas oil town, 
destroyed an entire city block. Esti- 
mated damage is $100,000. 
One woman was injured in the 
resultant stampede. 


























. . . 
Air-Cooling Liens 
Albany, N. Y., Nov. 2. 

Liens for materials and labor fur- 
nished for installation of the new 
cooling and ventilating systems last 
summer at the Strand theatre total- 
ing $4,585, have been filed at the 
countiy clerk’s office, here. They 
cite Henry M. Kramrath, owner of 
the property; Warner Bros. The- 
atre, Inc., lessee; Typhoon Fan Co., 
contractor and Continental Theatre 
Accessories, Inc. 

They were filed by Fitzsimmons 
and McAllister, Gordon L. Callan, 
John Dick and McGinness & Co.,, 
Inc 





Bad Texas Biz 


Hollywood, Nov. 2. 
H. B. Franklin due back here 
Wednesday (4) from a rush trip to 
Texas to readjust conditions among 
Hughes-Franklin houses there. 
Business throughout that terri- 
tory taking it on the chin. 





Pa. Picketing 
Allentown, Pa., Nov. 2. 
Stage employees and picture op- 
erators are still at odds with the 
State theatre. House is open. 
Picketing continues there as well 
as in front of the Third Street the- 
atre, Easton, Pa. Latter manage- 
ment has asked for an injunction 
against the union. Opinion is ex- 
pected any time. 


FWC-UA Chain Merge 
Realigns Building 


Program of Former 





Los Angeles, Nov. 2. 

Fox-West Coast and 
Artists theatre merger set, 
Oldknow has decided to 
| ecutiune building some houses and 


| 


| drop others. Those that will be con- 


tinued are the Wilshire and Mans- 
| 


With the 
United 
| Osear S. 





field house (quite near to the Fox 
| Ritz); El Centro and Berkeley, ex- 
cepting that the latter’s capacity 
| will be increased from 900 to 1,800 
F-WC can get out one of its 
| two other houses in Berkeley, prob- 
ably the U.C. 

Palo Alto, Richmond, Vallejo, San 


seats. 


Jose and Ventura, already F-WC 
controlled, are being dropped. No 
building, beyond the plans, was 


started there. 


This is the final chaper in the 
UA-FWC ‘war’ when United Artists 
took umbrage at FWC’'s alleged mo- 
nopoly of theatre exhibitions and 
sewing up territory, retaliating by 
starting an intensive building pro- 
gram. It wound up with F-W? tak- 
ing over the UA houses and gaaking 
a booking product deal for UWA. pic- 
tures in FWC stands. 











What you hear when 





LISTERINE 


Prevents Sore Throat - Relieves Hosrsoness | 


your voice is 
HOARSE 





You can protect your throat against colds, and refieve it 
when overwork, dust, heat, or other strains have made you 
hoarse. This protection is surprisingly inexpensive. Se sim- 
ple, too, that none of your activities will be interfered with 

Just gargle with full-strength Listerine. Twice a day, in 
winter, to kill germs and prevent colds. Every time your 
throat is tired and hoarse, for the soothing relaxation 
Listerine gives to your tissues and muscles. 


Recent practical scientific tests proved that those people 
who gargled twice a day with full-strength Listerine had 
only half as many colds—one-third as long-lasting—one- 
quarter as severe—as those who did not gargle at all! 


Yet, in spite of its astonishing power to kill germs, 
Listerine cannot harm the most delicate human tissues. 


Get a bottle today, and protect your throat by regular 
twice-a-day gargling with full-strength Listerine. Lam- 
bert Pharmacal Co., St. Louis, Mo. 


LISTERINE reduces mouth bacteria 98% 




















I Feel Greatly Honored To Be The Only Single Woman Selected To Appear 


In The Command Performance With Their Majesties 


AT THE 


R-K-O PALACE, 


EDDIE CANTOR and JESSE L ceorce 


New York 
JANET READE 
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ITS STINGING THEME CATCHES 
A AMERICA WIDE OPEN! . . . pates cleared 


Over-Night as the Good Word Spreads . . . Big Houses Everywhere on the 


“sh 
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Line for mid-November Day-and-Date Opening . . . Nation’s Newspapers 
Tied Up to Hit Day in Advance on Same Scale as “Cimarron” 
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TUNE IN! “RKO Theatre of the Air’ N.B.C. Coast to Coast Network Every Friday Night, 10 
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They turned creation upside down to make possible the sweetest story of kid 
devotion ever told ... Here is artist Frederic... Madan’s conception of what 
Ruggles has sent swirling across the screen—the vortex of a mdd world with 
today’s bewildered babes struggling valiantly to find a way out! 





A CAST IN ITS ’TEENS... 


2 PLAYING LIKE BLAZES. ... 


ERIC LINDEN, Boy Sensation of the Theatre’ “Guild, 
ROCHELLE HUDSON, MARY KORNMAN, Pick of the 
Wampas Babes, BEN ALEXANDER, The Kid of “All 
Quiet”, ARLINE JUDGE ... Brilliantly aided by Beryl 


and Dialogue by Howard Estabrook, Ruggles’ co- 
Worker of “Cimarron” 








Mercer, Ralf Harolde, Wm. Orlamond .,. Adaptation 
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U ; . C th | 
| ptture ; 
| Until you have seen with your own eyes “THE 
if SIN OF MADELON CLAUDET” you cannot realize 
ti what a picture Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer has produced— 
| When you have seen it you will return to your 
| i theatre and advertise it under your signature as one 
i of the greatest motion pictures you have ever seen! 
We will ladly supply 
of these ms at nominal cost— | 


write for them to M-G-M Ad. 
Dept., 1540 B’way, N. Y. C. 
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GIRLS ABOUT TOWN 


(Continued from page 17) 


oid boy into a mad spree of jewelry 
buying. 

New Yorkers and Brooklynites 
who know will get their own laugh 
when they hear Lilyan Tashman 
phoning for her big playboy friend 
(Allan Dinehart) at the Brooklyn 
Paramount. That’s the number 
used in the picture and may be an 
mnwitting ad. 

Photography okay even unto the 
yachting scene, which provides one 
of the best laughs with 
bit showing Lilyan 
ing Pallette into the ocean 
he’s trying out a practical 
Also another where she tries to nail 
him for $3,000 on his ‘offer to the 
girls aboard for retrieving a thrown 
golf ball out of the water. Shan. 


THE YELLOW TICKET 


shov- 
while 
joke. 


Tashman 


Fox production and release. Directed by 


Raoul Walsh. Featuring Elissa Landi, 
Lionel Barrymore, Laurence Olivier. From 
the stage play by Michael Morton. At 
Roxy, New York, week Oct. 30. Running 
time, 81 mins. 

Mary Kalish..... were rT Cree Elissa Landi 
ee eS are ee Lionel Barrymore 
Julian Rolfe...-ccees e+ee-Laurence Olivier 
Count Nikolai.....ceccece TT Tr Walter Byron 
Mother Kalish......ce+s eeee- Sarah Padden 
Grandfather Kalish...... ecooced Arnold Korif 
Melcholr accccccccccvetccccess Mischa Auer 
Orderly eccccccccccscccscesecs Boris Karloff 
WORE 66s 6 cesebedcocsecccceqceces Rita La Roy 


Passable b. o. Title has an orig- 
inal kick that gives the picture a 
b. o. virtue to start with. Its big- 
gest asset is Lionel Barrymore, bor- 
rowed by Fox for the occasion, and 
fortunately. Looks better where the 
picture will get support, although in 
metropolitan centers where the for- 
eign populations are big the film will 
draw on its own. There are certain 
implausible situations presented and 
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FLORENCE 
ROGGE 


Mentor of the Roxy 
Versatile Ballet 


4th Year at the World’s Largest 
Theatre, 


The Roxy, New York 


a slapstick | ,no 
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an altogether preponderance of dia- 
log that may keep it from hitting 
the bell in smaller spots. 

The ‘yellow ticket’ from which the 
piece gets its name was a prosti- 
tute’s badge likened to a passport 
in Russia, designed exclusively for 
Russian girls of Jewish descent and 
which provided the only legal man- 
ner in which these girls could travel 
in Russia under any condition under 
the crazy and depraved rule of the 
late Czar aimed at oppression of 
Jews regardless. 

From any angle, racial or moral, 
that makes jject a sensitive 

Whi ox has 
tain restraint in putting this 
forth, it still was handled} 
With a not altogether understand- 
able hand. If neither of those 
angles, racial or moral, interferes, | 
the picture has a fair chance. 

One of the rare ‘Jew’ pictures or 
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subject 


plays offered, but not a new story. 
Here, however, the Fox version | 
sticks closer to the original stage | 


play produced by Al Woods in 1914, 
with Florence Reed, than Pathe’s 
silent version made in 1918 with 
Milton Sills and Fanny Ward. 
Coincidence of Elissa Landi and 
Laurence Olivier in the film, and the 
fact that both speak with a dis- 
tinctive British accent, besides the 
point that the newspaperman char- 
acter has been switched to an Eng- 
lishman rather than the. original 
American part, offers Fox a safe re- 
lease in this film for Britain, where 
it may meet with comparatively 
greater success than in America. 





No subtlety employed in provid- 
ing situations. That’s where the} 
film is weak, as whatever action | 


does arrive proves obvious and ex- | 
pected. Photography is quite keen, 
and recording good. | 

Olivier as the young newspaper- | 
man on assignment to write about | 
Russia does a decent job of it with- | 
out too much credence or reliability | 
but likeable. The minor characters 
are unususlly good, but Miss Landi 
with her English hauteur and ac- 
cent looked out of focus in the role 
of a Russian Jewess. Barrymore 
plays with a playful relishness to be 


enjoyed. Shan. 
UNHOLY GARDEN 
Samuel Goldwyn production; United 


Artists release. Stars Ronald Colman and 
features Fay Wray, Estelle Taylor, Warren 


Hymer. Directed by George Filzmaurice 
from original story by Ben Hecht and 
Charles MacArthur. Cameraman, George 
S. Barnes; sound, Frank Grenzback. At 
Rialto, N. Y¥., on grind run, Oct. 28. Run- 
ning time, 75 mins, 

Barrington Hunt......cesess Ronald Colman 
Camille .c.cccccce Coerccccceccceccs Fay Wray 
Elize Mowbry......eses eeeee- Estelle Taylor 
Baron de Jonghe.......+....Tully Marshall 
Smiley Corbin..... eeocceeesss Warren Hymer 
Col. Von Axt.cccccccccecseces Uliric Haupt 
Dr. Shayne........ eceoeess Lawrence Grant 
Nisk coccccee eoocceseceesestienry Armetta 
Bee TW ccccece PYYTITTTTTL rT Kit Guard 
Mme, Villar®..ccsccccccses Lucille LaVerne 


Splendid presentation of an ordil- 
nary story. But with the Ronald 
Colman name on top of the title, the 
assets should be enough to keep this 
one in black figures all the way 
around. 

Technically, ‘Unholy Garden’ is a 
delight. George Barnes’ camera 
work is outstanding, the recording 
is something more than usual, and 
Fitzmaurice’s achievement is that 
he has taken an all too-familiar 
script and made it interesting. In 
this he has also had noteworthy as- 
sistance from the star, Fay Wray, 
and others in support. But when a 
story such as this can be made to 
stand up it ought to go down as a 
director’s picture. 

Like most of Goldwyn’s pictures, 
and there’s no doubt about it, this 
release igs smarter behind the cam- 
era than in front. The footage 
speaks of excellent workmanship 
and care throughout. Few pictures 
have been or can be better than the 
men behind them, and such films 
can class as accidents. Hence, the 
ability to secure the right depart- 
mental heads seems to be the Gold- 
wyn formula even though their 
wants be pretty expensive. 

It would have been a very simple 
matter to have made a botch of this 
original theme which, in no way 
other than its dialog, distinguishes 








SENSATIONALLY DIFFERENT 


JAN RUBINI 


WITH HIS ORCHESTRA AND VIOLIN 
CARTHAY CIRCLE THEATRE, LOS ANGELES 
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Hecht and MacArthur as writers for 
the screen, The authors have sim- 
ply hacked over’the situation of 
crooks double-crossing themselves 
out of the desired spoils, with the 
gentleman leader master-minding 
the girl and her money to an escape 
in one direction as he faces the 
other way. It’s a split love interest 
finish, which, to offset somewhat, 
carries a kick tag line delivered by 
Colman. 

Locale is Algeria, or somewhere 
on the desert, in a settlement where 
gather absconders who have no 

Les. Inte this walks Colman, 
wanted in other parts of the 
and gets tied in amongst an 
that wants to rob a blind 


much 
world, 


outfit 


tune. The girl knows nothing of the 
money, and her identity is never 
fully disclosed. Be she daughter, 
niece or ward is just guess work, 
| but it doesn’t matter in lieu of the 
charm of Miss Wray, who teams ex- 


ceptionally well with the smooth- 
playing Colman. Latter is particu- 
larly good here, neither over or un- 
der-playing, and lending the whole 
thing a touch of humor which is 
very enjoyable. 

As his contemporaries, but on a 
lesser intellectual plane,  Ullric 
Haupt, Lawrence Grant, Henry Ar- 
metta and Kit Guard all contribute 
valuably, while Warren Hymer, as 
Colman’s illiterate though staunch 
follower, is the comedy mouthpiece, 
Estelle Taylor is the enamored and 
loose-moraled heavy after the re- 
ward for Colman, looks well and 
mostly plays on a plane to equal her 
appearance. A sequence in which 
she does a drunk, and reveals Col- 
man’s getaway plan to the mob, is 
not too well portrayed, however. 

Fitzmaurice has done much for 
the suspense in dimly letting the 
camera pick up a character whom 
the audience has completely forgot- 
ten. This man overhears Colman 
telling Hymer how they’re going to 
get away after the former has split 
the band into two sides and made 
separate deals with each faction. It 
comes at a strategic point where the 
picture seems to. be heralding its 
conclusion and revives interest at a 
moment when the story is threaten- 
ing to fall apart. If the director is 
not responsible for this inclusion, 
then it’s the one sparkling item on 
continuity the authors have sup- 
plied. 

No heavy sets called for, though 
the production has that solid look 
throughout unto a garden, which, 
despite the pains obviously spent 
upon it, still smacks a bit too much 
of the studio. Nevertheless, few 
features have been betier made than 
this, and not so many as well. Wit- 
nessers will readily recognize this, 
and with the addition of an all- 
around good cast performance, ‘Un- 
holy Garden,’ even if it strikes as a 
questionable title, should generally 
satisfy and reap accordingly. 





Abenteuerin von Tunis 


(‘Adventuress of Tunis’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 


Berlin, Oct. 24, 
Deutsches Lichtspielsynditkat (D.L.S.) 
production and release. Directed by Dr. 
Willi Wolff. Manuscript, Dr. Willi Wolff 
and Hans Rameau. Photograplry, Otto 
Kanturek and Emil Schuenemann; sound, 
Carlo Paganini. Recorded on Tobis-Klang- 


film. Cast: Dr. Philipp Manning, Theo 
Schall, Karl Huszar-Puffy, Senta Soene- 
land, Ellen Richter, Ferdinand Hart, 


Leonard Steckel, Rosa Valetti, Heinrich 
Marlow, Hans Hermann Schaufuss, Julius 
Falkenstein, Aruth Wartan, Henry Bender 
and Emil Rameau. Running time, 92 
mins, At U. 1, Kurfuerstendamm, Eerlin. 


Ten years ago a picture was pro- 
duced here called ‘Der Mann ohne 
Namen’ (‘A Man Without Name’). 
It was at that time one of the 
greatest boxoffice successes. It was 
shown as a serial. Exactly the 
same thing is the plot of this talker 
of Willi Wolff and Hans Rameau. 
It promises to become a business 
success. 

Wolff's directing is good but his 
cutting is bad and abrupt. Towards 
the end he disturbs the compara- 
tively good impression by too sud- 
den transitions, Fatty Karl Hus- 
zar-Puffy is a refreshingly funny 
figure and Theo Schall plays the 
copied part of a supposed murderer. 
Senta Soeneland, as fury chasing 
after her husband, is there for 
laughs while Ferdinand Steckel 
presents his rascality intelligently. 
Ellen Richter, who stars, is mis- 
cast. 

Photography good but this can- 
not be said of the sound. 

Magnus. 





| baron and his girl ward of their for- | 











PLATINUM BLONDE 


Columbia production and release. Di- 
rected by Frank Capra. Story by Harry E. 
Chandlee and Douglas W. Churchill. 
Adaptation by Jo Swerling, continuity by 
Dorothy Howell and dialog by Robert Ris- 
kin. Features Loretta Young. Jean Harlow 
and Robert Williams. Photography by 
Joseph Walker. Recording by Edward 
Bernds. Film editor; Gene Milford. Tech- 
nical director, Edward Shulter. At Strand, 
New York, week Oct. 30. Running time, 
S2 mins. 

Gallagher... cccccscessecses Loretta Young 
. PF SMIth. coccccccecscees Robert Williams 

SORUVIST . cocccccsevecesed Jean Harlow 
,uise Closser Hale 
r~zinald Owen 
NEY --cesse Deeée oedes eae ‘atlett 


The worth 
will be 


of ‘Platinum Blonde’ 
principally in digging up 
further admi the work of 
Robert Williams if getting sufficient 
circulation and if finding its way 
into the more important theatres. 


rers of 





Donald Dillaway | 


It probably won't do either, because | 


it has nothing that stands 
assured lure for the big ticket win- 
dows. 


as an 


Just the same here's a pro- | 


grammer exhibit which as such will | 


please the average audience. It’s 
entertaining, has a lot of light, 
pleasing comedy and carries a cast 
that’s tops on assignments issued, 
Only innocuously spicy, never so- 
phisticated to the degree family 
trade snorts at, and the story going 
about its way smoothly, simply and 


amusingly, the appeal should be 
pretty general even if picture 
doesn’t rate the strong ‘A’ oper- 


ations in big cities or hot spot situ- 
ations. 

The most demanding may not go 
for Robert Williams, but the biggest 
majority will from grandpa down 
to flaps. It looks like Williams, who 
has done exceedingly well in minor 
roles with RKO-Pathe, has an in- 
disputable chance of stepping ahead. 
He’s a very likable character in 
this story as a reporter who marries 
himself off to a snobbish society 
frail, and he plays it like a champ. 

Always displaying a fine screen 
presence and manner, Williams 
quickly ingratiates himself. If his 
succeeding parts are made to fit his 
personality and his demeanor, it 
will be eggs in his coffee for this 
comer. That’s something to watch, 
since it would be so easy to make 
Williams a sneery, too smart-cracky 
type. With that he’d break a leg 
trying to climb up the film lad- 
der. 

The newspaper background is 
prominent in this original, and for 
once it’s 100% natural. A paper’s 
office looks like the McCoy, as do 
the newsmen in and out of their 
working hours, from good repor- 
a work down to serious drink- 
ng. 
The technical director in credits, 
Edward Shulter, may have figured 
for the newspaper atmosphere. If 
so, his has been a great job. That 
managing editor (Edmund Breese) 
with his hollering, swearing, affa- 
bility and pride, all in turn, is aces. 

Reporters are less like angle- 
worms always looking for an angle 
than in many other neys biz items 
of late. ‘ 

Refusing a bribe at first and, sec- 
ondly, the sycophantic overtures of 
the girl, the reporter’s phoning of 
the story to his paper in front of 


— 


the society family immediately puts 
newsmen in a better light from the 
audience point of view. And it all 
helps to make Williams a pleasant, 
likable character. 

The picture is with him all the 
way. It gives him a great break, 
and a pip scene, when after mar- 
rying the snooty plat done by Jean 
Harlow, he renounces the whole 
gang in stiff language, taking ozone 
with the sob sister who all along 
has wanted it that way. Loretta 
Young runs third on footage and is 
somewhat missed. 

Dialog job is away 

tory, far outdistancing 
3 and plot. 
Frank Capra's 


above the 
its situa- 
direction, with his 
ist making much of lean roles, 
ilso lifts the programmer into the 
entertaining realm. Char. 


— 


Consolation Marriage 


RKO-Radio production and release, Dt- 
rected by Paul Sloane Irene Dunne 
starred; Pat O’Brien, John Halliday and 
Myrna Loy featured. Story by William 


Cunningham daptation and dialog by 
Humphrey Pearson J. Roy Hunt, photog- 
rapher. RKO Mayfair, New York, week 
| Oct. 29. Running time, 62 minutes. 
BERTY ccccceccccccesccceceeseces Irene Dunne 
SUOVO 3 ccccccccenes eccenecececs Pat O'Brien 
DOE ange oa cub0eeGoesesovcess John Halliday 
Phe Codomed..cccccosccccccsese Matt Moore 
Aubrey .ccosses eccersccccesceees Leslie Vail 
Elaimn® cecccecccvcasccccccseces Myrna lay 
Unimportant programer that 








won't draw by itself, but probably 
(Continued on page 62) 





JOSEPH 
FIELDS 


Now Adapting 


“GIRL CRAZY” 


Radio Pictures 




















Foremost Film Writers 
and Dialogicians 











JOSEPH JACKSON 


Now Adapting 
‘HIGH PRESSURE’ 
for WILLIAM POWELL 

at WARNER BROTHERS 











HOWARD J. GREEN 


Writer 


Representative: Arthur M. Landau 
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THREE RHYTHM DANCERS 


Selected by 


EDDIE CANTOR and GEORGIE JESSEL 


to Appear at the Command Performance 


RKO PALACE, NEW YORK 


INDEFINITELY 
Dir. RKO, HARRY ROMM. Personal Rep. MATTY ROSEN, LYONS & LYONS 
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PRIMA DONNA 


LATE OF RKO AND STAR OF WARNER BRO. PRODUCTIONS 


BERNICE CLAIRE 


HELD OVER SECOND WEEK (OCT. 28)—B. S. MOSS BROADWAY THEATRE, NEW YORK 














KEN MURRAY 


Radio Pictures 
Now Shooting ‘Ladies of the Jury’ 
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HERE’S HOW 





To Help the Unemployed in the Nation-wide 


Motion Picture Benefit Shows ...... 
: 








Official Instructions to City Chairmen Which Will Appear Later in 
the Industry's Press Book 


First— Secure a list of the exhibitors, both down-town and neighborhood houses. This can be 

obtained from any Exchange or from the chairman of your District Committee. Call a 
meeting of these exhibitors immediately, preferably, of course in the morning, and let your invitation to 
this meeting be marked “Urgent.” Complete at this meeting an effective organization; outline exactly 
the plan you have in mind for the benefit shows; inspire them with your enthusiasm, and give each man 
present an opportunity to serve on some committee or give him some function to perform in the campaign. 
At this meeting the exhibitors should be thoroughly advised of what you want each of them to do. The 
whole success of your campaign depends upon this meeting. It is most important to decide at this meet- 
ing the definite date on which you will hold the simultaneous shows. Appoint a small but active publicity 
committee and get a downtown office from which to work. There are plenty of vacant stores now. 


Second—rTrhe next thing to do is to see that each theatre manager gets his tickets. Arrangements 

have been made so that each exhibitor can order from the firm which is already printing 
his tickets the required number for this special benefit show. We are not going to use strip tickets for 
these shows. They will be the kind of coupon ticket used in legitimate shows and they will be numbered. 
Direct the exhibitor to order from the firm which prints his tickets at the present time the required 
number—not over fifty percent more than capacity for the house. In some localities the law forbids 
selling more tickets than the theatre will hold. Watch out for this. The printing of the tickets has been 
contributed as a donation on the part of the ticket printing companies, but they will come to the exhibi- 
tor F.O.B. as to transportation charges. Disposition of these tickets will be your main responsibility. 
Page three of the press book gives you innumerable ways in which they can most easily be sold. 


Third—Following the meeting with exhibitors, make immediate report to the chairman of the local 

relief committee, of which you are at least an ex-officio member. Tell him what day the 
simultaneous performances are to take place. Tell him the number of seats that these theatres will hold, 
and the total amount of money which would accrue if all the tickets were sold. Then you can put it up to 
him to get his entire committee back of the sale of these seats. The conviction with which you put this 
up to him will have a very determining effect on the results you get from him. But whatever these re- 
sults are, or promise, throw yourself whole-heartedly into the carrying out of the following suggestions: 


Fourth—lvite the publishers of the newspapers to meet with you and the publicity committee 

from the exhibitors to organize a publicity campaign in the newspapers. It is im- 
portant that the newspapers appoint a reporter or an editor to handle the copy in the news columns and 
pictures which may represent the effort of ticket selling committees, etc. It is also important that a 
member of the advertising staff of the newspapers be put on this publicity campaign. One of the big 
advertising kicks in this press sheet is a double page cooperative advertising spread which will make this 
benefit show look like a million dollars and will give department stores and mercantile establishments of 
all kinds in the city an opportunity to cooperate in these benefit shows. This committee will also be 


beneficial in suggesting publicity stories and avenues which will be acceptable to them and which may not 
be provided for in this press sheet. 





Fifth—<e to the Mayor and ask him to issue immediately a proclamation covering your benefit 

shows and the united and cooperative effort which is being enlisted. It is not at all nec- 
essary for you to suggest to the mayor the wording of the proclamation. He is right at home at that 
kind of thing. The object of it, of course, is to ask everyone in the city to cooperate by buying as many 


tickets as they can use in their own family and selling as many as possible to others. You can enlarge 
this proclamation for your lobby, too. 


Sixth— Immediately upon the issuance of the Mayor’s proclamation, organize committees of public 

officials, merchants, chambers of commerce, business men’s associations, Y. M. C. A., 
Kiwanis, Rotarians, etc., and ask each of them to hold a special luncheon for the purpose of creating 
interest in the benefit shows in selling tickets for them. The speakers at these luncheons should be pro- 
vided with the proper ammunition, and tickets should be available to be sold right then and there. 


Seventh— Line up the women’s organizations for the same purpose—business women’s clubs, 


social clubs, Junior League, Y. W. C. A. They are better ticket sellers than men are, 
and if they can be properly. enthused, will be one of the biggest forces at your command. 








The Benefit Shows 
during National Motion 
Picture Week are part 


Ei ghth— Line up the stores. Appoint someone from the theatre committee to go with the adver- 

tising men on the publicity committee to engineer the double-page co-operative advertis- 
ing spread, and at the same time enlist the stores’ interest in the sale of tickets. In their regular adver- 
tisement they might say something about this sale, and it might be possible to have tickets placed on sale 
in certain of the establishments, like the largest department store, the busiest drug store, in the bank, 
theatre ticket agencies, tobacco stores, or any place where a great many people trade. One of the efforts 
of this committee should be to get each advertiser to use a slug of the benefit shows in a corner of his 


of a united effort on the advertising. 


part of all elements in 
the motion picture in- 
dustry to aid in unem- 


Ninth— See the heads of the traction companies, endeavor to have them put a window card on the 

front and back of all trolley cars and busses, as well as in a prominent place on the inside. 
Arrange with them that on the day or night of the performance, the traction company will accept free 
passage toward the theatre on presentation of a ticket to that theatre; and have them advertise this fact, 
if they advertise in the local paper. If they don’t, there’s a good chance to get them on the cooperative 


ployment relief through pages. 


its special national com- 


mittee. 


WILL H. HAYS, Chairman 


M. A. LIGHTMAN, 
ABRAM F. MYERS, 


Vice-Chairmen 


Tenth—Have a carefully worded letter sent to every minister, priest and rabbi in town, asking 


them to mention on the following Sunday that these benefit shows are to be held in all 


theatres, and calling attention to the fact that every one should patronize one of the performances on 
that day to help the unemployed of the city. 


CONCLUSION 


Y the time these things have been accomplished, your campaign will be splendidly launched. Read 

the accompanying press book carefully. It is full of ideas on tieups, letters, stunts, contests, radio 
cooperation, ideas for the schools, accessories, which are free, or can be made locally. Everything in this 
book has been contributed. Printing, cuts, drawing,, writing, posters, cards, trailers, tickets, slides, mats, 








stereos are all given gladly by the manufacturers as their contribution for relief of unemployment. 
Don’t let their effort, our effort and your own effort be fruitless. Wake your town up. See that it 
gives these benefit shows full houses and a splendid sum of money for its own unemployed. 


(Signed) ADVERTISING COMMITTEE, 
NATIONAL MOTION PICTURE WEEK 
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ITs HIS 
BEST! 


WISE CRACKS for his fans — RO- 
MANCE for the women—SEX for 
the men— KID STUFF for the 


youngsters —LAUGHS for everyone — 
DOUGH for YOU! 


Will 





ROGERS 


When you screen if... 


‘Youll KNOW 











“ad 


Ambassador Bill 


with 


GRETA NISSEN 
MARGUERITE CHURCHILL 
TAD ALEXANDER 
GUSTAV von SEYFFERTITZ 


Directed by SAM TAYLOR 


FOX 








yc tuse * 


YOU'VE GOT TO RECKON WITH FOX FOR PROFIT THIS YEAR 





and Are THESE ; 






in the Money: / 


DUNN.EILERS 









B2 ter than O 
en Preceding week at Roxy nh 7 HILL 
.y Ove in w. ld’s ! 
LIONEL B a 
LANDON eMORE = GAYNor. 
POLIVI R-FARRELL 
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Toemendons LLOW TICKET ELICIO US 
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KEEPING UP 
WITH F. & M. 


What Stars and Grads of 
the Circuit are Doing 
and Where and Why 


Team Looks Good 


F. & M. have great hopes for Gene 
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T'S { | 
THE 
McCOY 


Fanchon & “Marco _ 


shows never fold! yy 











Sheldon and Sherry, new team 
they brought together and whom 
they opine will come into same 
team standing as Barto and Mann, 


~—- =» 3 fe SS S S&S wwe 


Williams and Vanessi and other 
F, & M.-assembled pairs. Sheldon 
was vaude single up to now and 
Sherry a former Follies beauty. 
Sheldon pantomimes and plays mu- 
sical instruments, Sherry vocalizes 
and kids with Sheldon “Parasols” 
Idea. 






Richman’s Air Raid 


Harry Richman, who was with 
N. T. Gon air seven years ago, 
right after breaking into show biz 
with F. & M., is now on Station 
WJZ, New York, at some thou- 
sands of times his first air salary— 
which was nothing. Richman, of 
course, continues to delight Follies 
audiences nightly at the Ziegfeld. 
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For ACTORS— . 


NO pay check worries on Saturday 
nights ... NO long layoffs between jumps... 
NO getting stranded in tank towns... For 


Fanchon & Sarco Contracts Are Sealed With 
Good Faith! 


Mauss Under Parasol 


“Parasols” Idea has Captain 
Willie Mauss (Mickey Mouse, no 
relation), who does daredevil bike 
stuff. This is ex-German army 
officer credited with showing late 
Richthofen how to fly and then be- 
coming member Richthofen’s fa- 
mous “Flying: Circus.” Our own 
Eddie Rickenbacker ended Mauss’ 
flight career with well-directed ex- 
plosive bullets at 9,000 feet aloft. 


= Owe Se © @ ee 





ew ® 4+ 6 © ® 


Detroit News Break 


Ada Marie Apollo, of “Three Big 
Figures” Idea, who joyed Bill Ray- 
nor of Fox Detroit by marrying in 
Detroit Hopper, lumber millionaire 
who had chased her cross-conti- 
nent, trying to persuade hubby to 


: For THEATRE OPERATORS — | | 
Hopper, an F. & M fan trom. A. fia NO alibis from agents when acts don’t 


thinks well of idea. 


Martin F. & M. Prospect Wj show up... NO excuses because the show 


’ Pepper Martin, baseball demigod, 


MB arawa swell at “Ortenta, Chicags, i | wasn’t up to snuff... NO deep dives in the 


: is where B. & K. pushed him right 
mie into F. & M. “Modern Minstrels” 


saan. itn saprensed to reporters 74 red with weak pictures... Because F. & M. 


appreciation of co-operation ac- 
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corded him by members of unit, 


ee me Ma Shows Get Them In Every Week Of The Year. 


would make entire F. &. M. tour. 





Sms fee 


What, No Beauty Contest? 


aan ten cement oer Get wise to one sure 
thing in show business... ; 


many prominent locals preferring to 
wait until 1932. Cash, of course, is 
the point. Last year’s got Galves- 
ton into all important American 
papers, and winner, “Miss Uni- 
verse,’ was handed Fanchon and 
Marco stage contract. 
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Whistlers, Take Notice 


College profs who term whistlers 
morons due for change of opinion 
when they hear Anthony in F. & M. 
“Parasols” Idea, Re-creates every 
musical note and tone and every 
variety of bird whistle. Stopped show 
at Fox, Frisco, with his imitations, 
and predicted to boost whistlers’ 
stock in East when Idea hits there, 
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Kenny’s Queer Peeve 


Nick Kenny, radio ed. on New 
York Daily Mirror, peeved at F. & 
M. Radio Idea because it is on 


strictly local station. States “Ad- Se ae Offices b 


mirers of Jerry Franks and his ‘ 
HOLLYWOOD SANFRANCISCO SEATTLE MILWAUKEE NEW YORK 


pam hme 
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F. & M. entertainers are writing us 
by the hundreds resenting our sug- 
gestion....we have nothing against 
the talent, but thought that such 
fine talent rated one of the national 
networks.” 
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120 Agents for 250 RKO Acts Wkly; 


Draw as Little as $4 





Some Agents 


Around 120 agents now doing 
business through their own or 
others’ franchises on the RKO 
booking floor, are grossing approxi- 
mately $9,000 weekly 
gions, Or an average of $75 a piece. 


= 


in commis- 


This is on a basis of uniform in- 


come at the agents’ limited com- 


mish rate (5%), so not an actuality. 

Average number of floor reps in 
each franchised agency is close to 
three, all booking on the RKO floor 
at one time or another. With the 
three most prominent of RKO's 43 
agencies grossing close to $6,000 
weekly in commissions, and around 
10 individuals sharing this three- 
office income, there remains no 
more than $3,000 a week for the 
other 110 odd agents. The average 
of less than $30 a week each for the 
majority is of course not distributed 
evenly, either. 

Commission checks of $4 and low- 
er have been common lately for 
some agents. A few will go a month 
or more without booking an act or 
receiving visible income. But the 
same stories and reasons are given 
for sticking. 

Freeman’s Theory Wrong 

For the agents who starve on the 
RKO floor it’s still the question of 
starving where they feel at home or 
elsewhere. To try something else 
is a chance that agents who know 
nothing but agenting don’t care to 
try. The fact that an act might be 


booked sometime is the booking 
office’s perennial attraction and 
promise for them. 

Charlie Freeman from the out- 


set has declared agents would drop 
out on their own initiative when 
convinced that it’s no use. But the 
number of drop-outs among RKO 
agents in the past year or more has 
been negligible. 

At thé*® present time with about 
250 acts playing for RKO each full 
week, there is an agent for every 
two acts on the circuit. 





Wheeler, Lee and Kane 
As Trio for Personals 


Hollywood, Nov. 2. 

Bert Wheeler after the first of the 
year may go personal appearances 
or in vaude with Eddie Kane as 
straight man and Dorothy Lee, who 
has been in the Wheeler- Woolsey 
Radio pictures. He would make 
three specials for RKO with Bobby 
Woolsey in between theatre dates. 
The team, as a team, also has pro- 
duction offers. 


Wheeler and Woolsey have the 
only 52-week contract with Radio 
at $3,000 each, making about five 
pictures or more a year. J. I. 
Schnitzer suggested they do three 
and fill in in vaude or legit. 


New deal commences Jan. 1, 








Moran-Mack at M. D.; 
Pan After Chevalier 


Los Angeles, Nov. 2. 
Moran and Mack, who played the 
Pantages, Hollywood, last week for 
2,500 and a percentage, go into the 
Million Dollar theatre (downtown) 
this Thursday (5). 


Team playing this indie house for 
$1,000 and possibly percentage. 

The Pantages is dickering with 
Maurice Chevalier for a week, the 
Frenchman having just completed 


an appearance at the Paramount 
here, 


Meroff’s Dancing Out 


Benny Meroff, appearing at the 
Palace, New York, with his band, 
Sprained his ankie Sunday after- 
noon while dancing. He continued 
at the night show, but will be un- 
able to dance for the rest of the 
week. 

George Jessel conducted Meroff’s 
band for the Sunday mat and coy- 
ered up the accident okay. 








Woolf’s Musical Act 


Walter Woolf opened in Flushing, 
L. 1. Saturday (31) to show a new 
act to RKO. 

. It is a musical playlet, ‘After the 
Show,’ with Mabel Albertson in 





Support, 


10c VAUDFILM SHOW 


At Harlem Opera House—Opens at 
9 in the Morning 


A vaudfilm show at 10c admission 


is considered one way to help the 


tide 
The dime low is 


colored show patrons by 
depression period. 
at the Harlem O. H. in 125th street. 


The house opens at 9 a. m. 


stages its first show at 12:30. Later 
in the day the admish is tilted to 
15c with 15-25 at night. This does 
not include the week-end when the 
scale is a bit higher. 


The Harlem has tossed a scare 
into the Alhambra, around the cor- 
ner. This house has reduced its 
admission to combat the scale at 
the Harlem. It opens its daily grind 


at 12:30. 


The latter is using a band on the 
stage, but may change this to a pit 
orchestra and use more acts on the 
stage. 


SKOURAS AFTER NAMES 
TO HEAD VAUDE HOUSES 


& Marco booking 





The Fanchon 
office is looking around for big name 
acts for the Fox houses now und2r 


operation of Spyros Skouras, with 


latter reported to have ordered the 
contracting of the best acts obtain- 
able for severaY houses in the 47 
recently passing from Fox to the 
Skourases. 

While present demands 
do not go much farther than in- 
sistence for strong vaude shows, 
ostensibly to offset the vacillating 
draw of picture product this fall, is 
the thought of booking names as 
m.c.’s for the more important Au- 
dubon and Academy. 

One thing seems certain under 
Skouras operation, that being the 
absence of any intention to remove 
stage shows from any of the former 
ox houses now playing them or the 
consideration of reducing the vaude 
overhead. It will be increased, if 
anything. 


Skouras’ 


Within 60 days Skouras expects to 
have the situation well under con- 
trol with permanent policies fixed. 





Mgr. Declines Decision 
Given Him Over Actor 


Al Trahan has offered to give B. 
S. Moss 25% of his first week’s sal- 
ary at the Broadway to cover any 
loss or expense he might have 
caused the theatre for failing to 
show up on time for a recent book- 


ing. His offer, states Trahan, is in 
appreciation of Moss’ treatment. 
The Broadway’s manager declined 
to take advantage of a decision 
handed against Trahan by the V. 
Mi. ae 


The Joint Complaint Bureau held 
Trahan liable for two weeks’ salary 
for his failure to play a signed con- 
tract. Moss advised Trahan he be- 
lieved the actors’ error was an hon- 
est one and he wouldn't hold him 
to the obltgation. 


Moss then arranged with Tra- 
han's agent, Charlie Morrison, for 
two weeks at the Broadway for the 
comic, starting next week (7). Tra- 
han's original booking was for the 
weeks of Oct. 24-31. Through a 
misunderstanding he was under the 
impression his opening date was 
Oct. 31. He didn't see his mistake 
until reading the Moss bil. in ‘Va- 
riety.” He was in Pittsburgh at the 
time and too far away to get to 
New York. 

Yukona Cameron, Trahan’s vaude 
partner, has recovered from in- 
juries received in a New York auto 
accident a week ago. 





Nagel-Page Act 


Hollywood, Nov. 2. 

Conrad Nagel and Anita Page, 
both under Metro contract, are go- 
ing out on personals in a joint act 
for Loew houses. 

Edgar Allen Woolf, who authored 
the William Haines act for 
Loew tour, writing the 
Page turn. 


is Nagel- 


i 
the | 


and | 


the | 





Slow Bookings 





Vaude booking offices on all 
sides are proceeding in book- 
ings slowly. Last minute okays 
are now handed to acts’ agents. 
Routes in advance are almost 
miracles. 

The indies are looking for 
acts for tomorrow. No actor 
or agent can go into one of 
those offices and talk about 
something for next week. The 
coffee and cakers figure they 
| save all of a buck eighty per 
act by making it tough with 
last minute okays. That dif- 
ference in show cost may also 
be the reason for them losing 
a house to another rubber 
cruller booker. 


Marxes Can’t Make Up 
Their Minds If to Quit 
Or Cop $10,500 Weekly 


Nov. 2. 


The three or four Marx brothers 











Columbus, 


haven't been able to make up their 
minds whether they will continue 
playing for RKO at $10,500 weekly 


or to quit, to please Groucho. 
Groucho says if this big money 


keeps coming in he’s going to have 
a nervous breakdown, big money 
affecting him that way. 

Last week the Marxes pulled the 
quitting stuff in St. Louis, their 
first RKO b. m. week. Since the 
boys pulled over the average busi- 
ness to the RKO St. Louis, no one 


paid any attention to their talk. 
Leaving St. Louis and coming to 
Columbus, the Marxes started it 


again about quitting Friday (6). 
The RKO people sent word last 
week to the Marxes in St. Louis 
if they intended to quit, to quit in 
St. Louis and not Columbus, as 
Columbus is not so hot for the vaud- 
film shows. With the Marxes open- 
ing here, it is expected they will 
finish the RKO tour of several 
weeks, each at the same salary. 


Freezing Zeppo 


Groucho says he has had a ner- 
vous breakdown for some time but 
didn’t tell his brothers as Groucho 
was in fear Harpo and Chico would 
want their share of it. But after 
holding their usual four or five-a- 
day dressing room arguments, ac- 
cording to the number of shows, 
Groucho discovered there was noth- 
ing else left for the Marxes to argue 
or fight over, so Groucho told them 
about the nervous breakdown he 
had been holding out on them. 


Things might have been different 
if Zeppo could have slipped in on 
one of the conferences. But Zeppo 
can’t get a break with the other 
three Marxes. Chico and Harpo 
wouldn't let Groucho tell Zeppo 
about the. breakdown, thinking 
Zeppo might hold up the act for 
more salary. 


How, what or who Zeppo could 
hold up for salary no one stops to 
inquire. Zeppo now never knows 
his weekly salary until three days 
after payday, when there’s another 
conference over that without Zeppo 
allowed in on it, 


The Marxes are doing a good 
business here, but for $10,500 a week 
in cash the Marxes admit they must 
do a good business. 





At Least When 





Looks Like Managers and Actors 


Will Agree Upon 


the Operation of 


The NVA with Managers in Control 





AGENTS MUST BEHAVE 


in RKO Booking | 
Office—Letter Tells "Em 





In a letter from Ray Hodgdon 
Charlie Freeman's assistant, the 
RKO agents yesterday (Monday) 


| were advised to conduct themselves 


in a more gentelmanly fashion while 
in the booking office. It advises the 
agents to be good or suffer the 
consequences. 

Hodgdon states small infractions 
have prevailed lately, but it needed 
a big one to bring the matter to a 
head. The incident is not described 
but reported to concern an agent 
about whom complaints were made 
to Freeman by one of the bookers. 

The ietter is addressed to the 
agents through Maurice Rose, chair- 
man of the agents’ reorganized arbi- 
tration board. At the agents’ meet- 
ing last week the board members 
elected in addition to Rose were 
Eddie Keller, Hugo Morris, Bill Mc- 
Caffery and Harry tomm., The 
board’s chief function will be the 
settlement of disputes among the 
agents and between acts and agents 
involving commission claims, rep- 
resentation, etc. 


MORE WORK IN SIGHT 
FOR COLORED ACTS 


Negro vaude people have become 
considerably encouraged over new 
channels of: stage work being opened 
to them, 

The Addicks in Norfolk, hereto- 
fore straight pictures, has gone in 
for stage presentations. 

Lincoln in Washington has de- 
cided to strengthen its bills and use 
names. 

Standard, Phila, and Harlem O. 
H., New York, are both now using 
vaude. 





$1,500 Monkey Case Is 
Settled on Installments 


Chicago, Nov. 2. 
After much wrangling, writs and 
threatening letters, the monk, Joe 
Mendi II, is finally out of court, and 
has settled down to regular per- 
forming. Entire matter of owner- 
ship has been settled, amicably, be- 


tween the present holder, Lou 
Backenstoe, and Dr. Alfred Mun- 
son, of Detroit, the claimant. Dr. 


Munson last week had Backenstoe, 
now with ‘Crazy Quilt’ at the 
Apollo here, dragged into court on a 
fugitive warrant. Court ruled the 
deal was merely a civil case. 

Settlement calls for Backenstoc 
to deliver to the doc, $35 weekly, 
until the total of $1,500, which the 
doctor claims he originally paid for 
the monk, is completed. 





4 Vaude Bills and 3 Presentation 
Shows in Times Square Section 





Broadway, which now is called 
upon to support four vaudeville 
houses, two in straight policies, two 
in vaudfilms, came through last 
week with strength following addi- 
tion of the Lyric, in West 42nd 
street, on an elght-act grind at 25c 
admission throughout. Other houses 
were the RKO Palace and Moss’ 
Broadway, in addition to Loew’s 
State. 

Two months ago Moss’ Broadway 
was added to Broadway's vaude 
map, the Lyric in its low-priced 
policy last week doubling what the 
big street had been content with 
previously. 

Besides the four theatres 
vaude, there are in Times Square 
the Capitol, Roxy and Paramount 
with stage presentations. 

The Lyric, which must get $5,000 
to break, turned in $7,850 for Harrys 
|, and Lew Brandt, its operators. The 
'Palace ran itself up 


with 








to $23 ean ! 


while the Broadway closed its week 
at $17,000. State does its usual 
steady week's average, from $19,000 
to $21,000. 

The 25c vaude at the Lyric, old 
legit house, with eight acts and film 
filler (news, etc.) comprising the 
show, is an experiment. Initial 
show, booked independently by Ar- 
thur Fisher, New York, is reported 
to have cost $2,500, with this budget 
sticking on second (current) show 
and in future. 

Palace this week 
Cantor-George Jessel splurge is 
looking to run completely away 
with things, doing possibly $35,000 
or better. 


with its Eddie 





Harry Rose with RKO 
Harry Rose, who hasn’t played 
Keith’s or RKO in over five years, 


+ oa 
' 
| 
| 


lin 





is booked for a middle western 
route, 


Rose opens Dec, 5 in St. Louis. 


Under what promises to be a final 


rreement, now on its way to a con- 
/summation, the variety managers 
ind the variety actors will dispose 
of the long-standing NVA dispute 


between them by the managers re- 


|maining in control of the organiza- 


tion and the actors having a voiee 


its operation. 


Under the settlement the NVA 
|clubhouse building on West 46th 


street, New York, will revert to the 
organization, with the clubhouse 
part moving to a loft or a side street 
private house in the theatrical sec- 
tion. 

To the board of the N. V. A. Relief 
Fund will be admitted one or mors 
actor-members of the N. V. A., prob- 
ably from the board of the NVA 
Club. At board meetings the actor- 
members will engage in the discus- 
sions and present the actor’s side of 
any subject. 

Subject to the managers’ board 
will be an auditing committee or 
firm of accountants. It will handle 
the books of the N. V. A. for its New 
York City and Saranac Sanitarium 


ends. Financial reports will be sub- 
mitted by the auditors each six 
months. 


Schiller for Mgrs. 


The NVA clubhouse tis the prop- 
erty of the 46th Street Realty Corp., 
formed by the late E. F. Albee as a 
holding company for the clubhouse 
building. The N. V. A. never ace 
quired a title to the leasehold under 
which the clubhouse was erected. 
That leasehold expires Jan. 1, next, 


with a renewal subject to a re- 
appraisal and a new rental based 
upon it. For the past years the N. 


V. A. has been paying the 46th Street 
Company an annual rental of $9,600. 
It is likely the N. V. A. will take a 
renewal and rent or sell the prop- 
erty. 

Ed Schiller, of Loew's, acting for 
the managers, is said to have start- 
ed the settlement negotiations. 
Schiller assumed the actors did not 
want to run the N. V. A. and that 
the managers accept the N. V. A as 
a moral obligation. The clubhouse 
board of directors held a couple of 
meetings for ratification of the 
understanding. 

It is expected the clubhouse will 
move by New Year’s. No change is 
to occur at the Sanitarium at 
Saranac. 

Late last week a paper describing 
the terms of the proposed settle- 
ment of the NVA matter was sent 
to the heads of each circuit-member 
of the V.M.A, for comment. They 
were asked to answer to Ed Schiller. 
Yesterday (Monday) Schiller said 
no progress has been made beyond 
opening of negotiations for a settle- 
ment. 

It is expected Schiller, represent- 
ing the managers, will again meet 
with the actor faction sometime 
this week, following receipt of the 
requested opinions from the other 
managers. 





Dancer Appears Despite 
Operation and Advice 


Syracuse, N. Y., Nov. 2, 

Helene Schmidt, of the Marcellus 
Dancers, spurned the doctor’s orders 
for a complete rest, following an 
operation for a removal of a tumor 
in New York Friday morning. She 
appeared at the matinee at Keith’s 
here Saturday afternoon. 


Miss Schmidt is the key dancer in 
the Marcellus adagio routines. With- 
out her, the act would be required 
to lay off. That’s why she insisted 
upon performing, although between 
shows she must lie upon a cot in her 
dressing room. Operation was a 
delicate internal one. 

Reno De Narno, soloist of the 
Marcellus act, is doubling in black- 
face for the time being on the same 
bill, appearing with the Five Honey 
40ys, minstrel turn. 

De Narno is substituting for Nate 
Talbot, stricken and left behind in 
New York when the RKO intact de- 
parted Friday night. 


Frank Sullivan Married 


Frank Sullivan, the RKO vaudee 
ville booker, and Anne Kennedy, 
were secretly married last month. 

Mrs. Sullivan is a non-pro from 
Boston 
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LOEW AGENT NOT 
TO CUT SALARY 
UNDER LOEWS 


J. H. Lubin, head of the Loew 
waude booking department, inform- 
ed the Loew enfranchised agents he 
will insist no act handled by them 
be sold to the indie agents or book- 
ers at a lower salary than that paid 
by or offered to Loew. The rule 
carries to all spots where vaude is 
booked by Loew agents. 


Acts breaking in cold are not in- 
cluded as there is no set salary for 
them. The action of Lubin is to 
protect his theatres against acts 
that may have a week or two open 
while playing for Loew or before 
starting. Many acts will fill in odd 
weeks for the indies at any money 
while asking Loew and the major 
bookers top figures. If there is to 
be any break for a booker, Lubin 
cannot see why office 
also participate. 

Any agents with a Loew franchise 
caught selling his acts, when set 
and okay, to any vaude booker for 
less than paid by Loew or asked 
from Loew will have his franchise 


his 


canceled summarily. The week be- 
fore, Lubin notified all his agents 


that they must submit all their acts 
to his office before attempting to 
sell them to Arthur Fisher, who 
books the Lyric on 42nd _ street, 
New York. 





LESTER 


AND 


GARSON 


IN A FANCHON MARCO IDEA 
Management, wh. PERLBERG 














JIMMY MYRTLE 


CONLIN and GLASS 


Enroute RKO 


Direction, TOM. J. FITZPATRICK 


Palace Theatre Bldg., 
New York City 


cannot 








VAUDE ACT CASTING 
NOT PROFITABLE NOW 


Casting offices from which a big 
percentage of vaude specialty people 
have been supplied to actors and 
producers of big acts, are getting 
away as much as possible from this 
end of show business... Directors of 
this type office are striving to line 
up jobs for their people in musical 
shows, pictures, clubs and the legit. 
Business in the vaude casting line 
the past two years has become so 
precarious they say, that the head- 
aches are not worth the extremely 
small returns. 

Roehm and 
one of the 





Richards, formerly 
leading vaude casting 
spots, state that out of a possible 
100% placements of their people in 
vaude acts, that only 15% find acts 
that work and they stick with. This 
percentage rates well with other 
offices that at one time made the 
bulk of their income from vaude 
act casting. 





Biggest Advance Sale 
For Palace’s Current Bill 





Palace, New York, had a $14,200 
| starting gross before the current 
Cantor-Jessel headlined run _ bill 


opened. That amount was regis- 
tered by Friday (30), the night be- 
fore the opening. It exceeded all 
previous Palace advance sales by 
several thousand dollars, with ad- 
vance interest in the current show 
as expressed through the box office 
unprecedented for the Palace or any 
other vaudeville theatre. 

A good run for the bill is already 
assured. General opinion around 
Times Square is that the show will 
stick for at least six weeks and pos- 
sibly eight. RKO has options on the 
acts up to eight weeks on a week- 
to-week basis. 

Cost of the show in salaries sets 
another record for the Palace. When 
finally completed the total, includ- 
ing Cantor’s $8,800, ran _ slightly 
over $16,000, or $1,000 more than 
the Palace has ever spent on a sin- 
gle bill. 





Last Half Show 
Springfield, Ill, Nov. 2. 


Orpheum, starting Nov. 7. 
Shows will play the last half. 








Midnite Rehearsal 





First midnight rehearsal by 
a Palace bill before the open- 
ing was staged by all the acts 
Friday (80) night. 

E. M. Glucksman, RKO’s gen- 
eral theatre directors, called 
the rehearsal to get the show in 
shape before, instead of after, 
the opening performance. 











PALACE’S MAGIC PARTY 


| Unemployed Wizards Muff Tricks— 
Insult Audience 





Chicago, Nov. 2. 

Customers at the RKO Palace last 
Wednesday night (28) on the final 
show got an added, unexpected at- 
traction when local members of the 
Society of American Magicians took 
part in Gwynne’s act. Gwynne, who 
opened the bill with his magic turn, 
stepped out after the first bow and 
asked the audience if they’d like to 
see some of his fellow-clubmembers 
do a few tricks. 

He then introduced W. C. Dorn- 





RKO vaude shows consisting of 
three acts will go back into the local | 


field, president of the SAM, and who 
icted as m.c. for the tag-on.: Dorn- 
field played strictly to the 
members who were in the audience 
for the show. For instance, he 
asked them to give the boys a re- 
ception and make them feel at home 
on the Palace stage. Dornfield used 
gags many years old, but when the 
audience refused to connect, he 
hopped on ’em for not guffawing. 
Left-Handed 

For the extra entertainment bits, 
there were four magicians, John 
Jones with a card trick, Bob Lotts 
| with the multiple cigaret stunt, and 
| John Platt, who ruined the vanish- 
ing canary trick by a total lack of 
showmanship, pulling the punch off 
before the public knew he was on 
the stage. Dornfield on his own, 
managed a handkerchief bit. 

Entire tag ran 15 minutes. It 
neither harmed nor helped the 
show. But the SAM members in 
the audience got what they wanted, 
and four magicians for once learned 
|how it feels to walk on a big-time 
stage. 
' 








Santley With Meyers 
Two former Morris office agents 
are now in business together, Harry 
Santley having joined Eddie Meyers’ 
indie agency yesterday (Monday). 
Santley left the Morris office two 
weeks ago. 








club | 





Names in Naborhoods Called for to 
Stand Off Talkers’ Lessened Draw 





The heaviest name 
available for neighborhood houses 
will be the general policy adhered to 
by RKO as long as pictures fail 
to keep box offices up to their 
proper speed. 

At present bookings at 
weighty sugar includes Bert Lahr 
at the Fordham last half this week 
and Kate Smith, same date, at the 
Flushing. Additional time in RKO’s 
A neighbood theatres will be as- 
signed to both. 

That Freeman’s policy on names 
at a time when talkers are failing 
to draw desired business is not only 
farsighted but that it is the seem- 
ingly practical solution of today’s 
operating problems for RKO is 
borne out in results that are being 
shown. 

Cantor in four days at the 86th 
Street did $14,000 and George Jes- 
sel in four days did $12,000 at the 
Franklin. This business is equal 
to what the 86th ordinarily does on 


bigtime 


; | 
the full week and in excess of what 


| 
| 





} 
} 


' 


attractions |}the Franklin customarily gets on 


seven days. 

The week of Oct. 24 Cantor played 
an independent date in Philadelphia 
at the Nixon-Grand, operated by 
the Berman interests, and ran up 
a record $32,000 gross. 


Cut Scale for for Vaude 


Detroit, Nov. 2. 
Hollywood theatre will not dis- 
continue playing RKO vaude shows 
as figured on earlier by the 
operators, 
Vaude_ will 
lowered scale. 


continue under a 





LEE WILMOT 


and 


RALPH PETERS 


Fanchon & Marco's 
“VACATION DAYS” IDEA 
Direction WILLIAM PERLBERG 

















R-K-O 


Broadway 
NEW YORK CITY 








BOOKED SOLID R- K-O 


REPRESENTATIVES 
EUROPEAN 


JACKE CURTIS LARTIGUE & FISCHER AL GROSSMAN 


88 Avenue des Champs Elysees 
PARI 


LOEW-INDEPENDENT 


160 West 46th St. 
NEW YORK CITY 


























THE 


HAVE YOU SEEN 


WEEK NOV. 7—RKO, BOSTON 
Management—MATT KELLY—AL GROSSMAN OFFICE 


HOLLYWOOD COLLEGIANS 


And THEIR “RHYTHMIC ILLUMINATION” 


HEADLINING LOEW’S STATE, NEW YORK, THIS WEEK (OCT. 28) 



































AN INTERNATIONAL FEATURE 


IN “UP A TREE” 


THE ORIGINATOR OF STILT DANCING 


LILLIAN 


STICKNEY and AYLIN) 


STILL SHOOTING PAR FOR ORIGINALITY 


RKO JEFFERSON, New York 


November 4-5-6 


Thanks to MILTON BERGER and DANNY GRAHAM 


Personal Direction, CHAS. HOGAN 


° 


WM. MORRIS OFFICE, CHICAGO 


RKO HIPPODROME, New York 


Week November 7 
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FOX-F&M FRANCHISING 
EASTERN VAUDE AGENTS 


Agents doing business with the 
Fox-Fanchon & Marco booking of- 
fice in New York will be placed 
under a franchise system similar to 


the RKO and Loew systems. A 
meeting on this was held at the 
F. & M. office Saturday (31), with 
the plan adopted. Details are be- 
ing worked out this week. 

This leaves Warners as the only 
major circuit stage -tooking office 
with an open door policy for all 
agents. 

Probability is that Fox-F. & M. 
will issue franchises to about 10 


agencies, with the agency heads and | 
associates on a time schedule for 
booking office visits and act-sub- 
mission. The booking office’s re- 
ported intention is to limit the num- 
ber of agents with access each day 
to about six. 

At present around 35 different 
New York indie agencies are rep- 
resented daily in the Fox-F. & M 
office. Frequently more than one 
man from an agency is in the book- 
ing office at once. The crowded 
condition is a strain on the two 
bookers, believes Doc Howe, and a 
surplus of agents around the book- 
ing desk tends to interfere with 
business. 

Whether Fox-F. & M., like RKO, 
Intends to place an outside limit on 
agents’ commissions from acts 
booked on that circuit, along with 
enfranchising them, isn’t known, 


' Lincoln Sq. Not Set 


RKO wants to know if Loew in- 
tends placing vaude in the Lincoln 
Square, New York. Decision by 
Loew will doubtless guide the other 
for a stage show at the RKO 8lst 

treet or Colonial. 


A Loew exec stated nothing can 
be said now on vaude prospects for 
the Lincoln Square. 








4-a-Day on W’k Ends 
RKO Flushing has gone four-a- 
day on Saturdays and Sundays. No 
change in the week day policy of 
three shows. 





NO SETTLEMENT IN SIGHT 


4 Houses in Pittsburgh Ready to 
Stage Shows if Pitmen Return 





Pittsburgh, Nov. 2. 
battle between musicians 
association looks 
like it will last for some time as re- 
sult of pit boys turning down the 
latest proposition offered. Theatre 


Long 
and managerial 


men last week ware 
ploy 15 men at $105 a week, with 
$165 weekly for director. Musicians 


willing to em- 


still insisting upon minimum of 25 
men. 


When strike started, only Stanley 


jand Penn were employing musi- 
cians. As soon as union boys go 
back to work, Enright, Sheridan 


Square and Harris intend to return 
to vaude. 

That would put considerably more 
than 50 men in all to work but 
union won't look at it that way. 


Mixed Shows in H.0.H. 





With a spurt in biz the Harlem 
O. H. in 125th street is mixing white 
acts with colored turns in the show. 

Clara Smith and”Charles John- 
son’s band are the principal negro 
turns there this week. 


Chi Indies Perk Up 


Chicago, Nov. 2. 





Three more houses in the mid- 
west have crept back into the 
vaude enclosure. Capitol, Racine, 
now giving ‘em three week-end 
days of vaude, playing five acts. 

E. E. Alger opened the Rochelle 
house to flesh yesterday (1) with 
three turns; while the Gregory cir- 
cuit returns vaude to Kokomo next 
week (8), also with three acts; to 
be handled by the Independent 
(Sacco) booking office. 





Miss Fanchon East 
Los Angeles, Nov. 2. 
Miss Fanchon and Alice Goodwin, 
her assistant, are east bound for a 
month’s stay in New York. 
They'll see the new shows. 








CONTAGIOUS RHYTHM 


As Offered You by 


NOBLE SISSLE} 


AND HIS INTERNATIONAL ORCHESTRA 
in the FLORENTINE GRILL of the 


PARK CENTRAL HOTEL 


55th Street and Seventh Avenue, New York 





NOBLE SISSLE and His Orchestra 
WILL PLAY NIGHTLY 


From 7:00 to 10:00 P. M., and 11:00 P. M. to 2:00 


Call WILLIAM, Circle 7-8000, for Reservations 





DANCE THE 


COME ON, LET’S GET TOGETHER, 


BLUES AWAY 





Radio Outlets, 





Largest Single Rooms in New York 
$3.50 AND UP—SPECIAL MONTHLY RATES 


Electric Refrigeration, 


Salons, and Roof Patios for Private Functions 


Swimming Pool, Period 


4 MORE WKS LIKELY ON 
RKO’S MIDWEST BOOK 


Four more theatres in RKO are 
either in the bag or stand as strong 
prospects for combination policies. 
Two will enlarge the midwest book 
with the opening of Springfield, 
Ill, Saturday (7) as a split, and the 
return to vaude by the old Prin- 
Nashville, later 
Nashville play 
full week. 

Albee, Providence, is hanging fire 
in a hot way, with that house to 
doubtless get its vaude during No- 
vember, if at all, 

Last week an addition to RKO’'s 
Chicago books came in the decision 
of Fox Midwest to install vaude at 
the Fox- Miller, Wichita, Kan., three 
days a week (Sundays, Mondays 
and Tuesdays). House is ordering 
three acts. 

When Davenport, Ta., opens 
Thanksgiving Day, that will be an 
addition for either Chicago or Ber- 
ger in New York, probably ‘latter 
as a split. 


Specially Produced Unit 
For RKO Southern Time 


When the question of vaudeville | 
shows for San Antonio, Houston 
and possibly other south -n situa- 
tions is determined by RKO that 
circuit will split its intact route at 


Kansas City, closing road shows 
there and divorcing Texas and the 
rest of the south from intacts. The 
tail-end of the route as now played 
from Kansas City on into the south 
will be separately booked with in- 
tact attractions picked up for either 
the south or the RKO middlewes- 
tern time. 

Since last spring RKO and Pub- 
lix have had an agreement for the 
Texas territory with both chains 
adhering to straight picture policies. 
That is now off. 

San Antonio goes to vaude as soon 
as current stage hand and musician 
troubles are eliminated, with the 
date anybody’s guess in view of the 
seriousness of the union difficulties. 
Hanging fire for some time now. 
Houston will get RKO vaude but 
in what house is at this time doubt- 
ful. That will depend on a work- 
ing agreement between RKO, Loew 
and Publix for the provision in 
Houston of vaude in the most de- 
sirable house there. 

Divorcement of the Texas time, 
as well as New Orleans, Birminc- 
ham and Atlanta, will reduce the 
intact route to 24% weeks. 





cess, in the month. 


will four acts on a 








Wynn Cured 


(Continued from page 1) 


drop 14 acts out of a possible 19 
from the show. Another sore spot 
was the experience he had with the 
assistants he tried to gather around 
him. Two complete sets of hire- 
lings faded out of the picture and it 
all brought about a delay in getting 
the show out of the sticks for its 
New York premiere. Wynn figures 
this trouble, together with the re- 
building of the show during its 
eight weeks of road try-outs has 
cost him $175,000, before the troupe 
even reaches Broadway. 

The comedian’s own prediction as 
to a metropolitan success is nega- 
tive—he says he has something in 
this new show but he has not been 
able to bring it out properly and 
unless this can be done quickly he 
figures ‘Parade’ will not fall into the 
smash hit class. 

The whole proposition has been 
an intense headache to Wynn. He 
says that once in a lifetime is 
enough. 

Wynn still insists money can be 
made out of revues minus bedroom 
scenes and double entendre gags. 





Return to Toronto 


Toronto, Ont., Nov. 2. 
Columbia wheel shows will return 
here Nov. 16 at the Empire. 
Name of opening show has not 
been announced. 


Show People in Saranac 


Saranac Lake, Oct: 31, 
Names and present address: 








N. V. A. Sanatorium 


Thomas Abbott Charles Libecap 
Dan Astella John Louden 
Fred Bachman Mike McMamce 
Allie Bagley Lawrence Mc- 
Happy Benway Carthy 

Fred Buck Phyllis Milford 
James Cannon Alma Montague 
Alice Carman Richard Moore 
Ethel Clouds Danhy Murphy 
Edith Cohen Harry Namba 
May Delany George Neville 
John Dempsey , Hellen O'Reilly 
Frisco DeVere Gladys Palmer 
Harry English Angela Papulis 
Andreas Erving Annamae Powers 
Kitty Flynn Bessie Purdy 
Bert Ford Nellie Quealy 
Chris Hagedorn Charles Quinn 
Dorathy Harvard Ford Raymond 
George Harmon Fred Rith 
Bobby Hatz Ben Shaffer 

Ida Howard Louis Sonsonkin 
Millie Jasper Toni Temple 
Valentine Kincaid Katherine Vogelle 
Dick Kuni Eddie Voss 
Vernon Lawrence James Williams 
Lilly Leonora Xela Winkler 
Jack Lewis Dorathy Wilson 


Arthur Alverst, 15 
Harry Barrett, 302 
Charles Barrett, 302 Broadway. 
Charles Bordley, 86 Park ave. 
James Chambers, Raybrook, N. Y. 
Eddie Diamond, 20 River st. 
Francis Evans, Raybrook, N. Y. 
Marion Greene, 58 Riverside dr. 
Margaret Grove, 16 Marshall st. 
Dave (DDH) Hall, 23% Franklin 


River st. 
Broadway. 


st. 

Russ Kelly, 19 Broadway. 

Joe Lang, Clancy Cottage. 
William Meyer, Clancy Cottage. 
Andrew Molony, 19 Broadway. 
Joe Reilly, 45 Franklin st. 

James Torrusio, Raybrook, N. Y. 





Left in October 
Helen Antalek. 
Constance Reeves. 





REVAMP FOR F&M ‘NURSERY’ 
Hollywood, Nov. 2. 
A hurried plane trip to revamp 
Fanchon and Marco’s ‘Nursery 
Rhymes’ Idea, now in Denver, was 
made by Leon Leonidoff. The stager 
left here Monday (26) for Denver 
and returned over the week end. 
Leonidoff replaced Harp, White- 





stone and Polly in the unit with 
Tom Patricola, who gets top bill- 
ing. 
Special Loew Show 
A special Loew deluxe show is 


being rehearsed for the Paradise, 
Bronx, to open Friday (6) because 
of present Capitol show being held 
over a second week. Show is titled 
‘Tiny Town Revue.’ It has Buster 
Shaver and midgets, George Lyons, 
Red Donahue and 12 Chester Hale 
zirls in the cast. 





LEVEY POPS RKO DATES 
FOR CHEAP AUTO ROUTE 


Los Angeles, Noy. 2 


The Orpheum in Phoenix, A riz, 
and the Opera House, Tucson, both 
Publix houses which switched from 


straight pictures to a vaudefilm 
policy four weeks ago, have jumped 
from the RKO to Bert Levey’s 
beoks. The Plaza in El Paso, aiso 
Publix, has been added to the Ley ey 
route.. Mission, Albuquerque, N. M.,, 
is expected within the next two 
weeks. Budget has been cut from 
$950 for the two towns to $1,000 for 
the three. 

Acts will open at Phoenix 
three days. Tucson is a 
date opening on Tuesday, 
Paso in for three days 
Thursday. Trip will be 
autos. 


for 
two-day 
with El 
opening 
made in 


Distance between Phoenix 
Tucson is 150 miles. Jump to El 
Paso is 350 miles, which must be 
driven Monday night for the Tues- 
day opening. 


and 


If Albuquerque comes in it will be 
a 400-mile mud road hop from El 
Paso, and will open the day follow- 
ing. 





Splitting Week After 
Cutting Admish Scale 


Providence, Nov. 2. 
Victory, one of the two local RKO 
houses, has shifted to twice-a-week 
shows. New programs open Sun- 
days and Thursdays. 
Not long ago prices were slashed 
from 50 to 35c 


14 | Mactis Weeks 


William Morris office’s combina- 
tion Publix-independent vaudeville 
book will be increased to 11% weeks 
this month when three more towns 
are added. 

Comerford’s Binghamton theatre, 
Binghamton, N. Y., will play five 
Morris-booked acts on a split starte 
ing Nov. 9. Two Publix stands in 
Pottsville and Hazelton, Pa., are 
pending. 





Split Commish 


Commission on George Jessel’s 
Palace booking will be split 50-50 
by Jack Curtis and Milt Lewis. 
Curtis is officially credited with the 
booking. 

Lewis made a claim for full come 
mission, contending he was Jessel’'s 
previous regular representative at 
RKO. The booking office arbitrated 
the case. 
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F&M Boosting Unit 
Ylanagers’ Salaries as 
Reward for Economy 


Hollywood, Nov. 2. 
System of putting a manager out 
with each Fanchon & Marco unit 
has worked out so well that Mike 


voluntarily boosting the 


Marce is 
salary of each manager as he comes 
into Los Angeles to take out a new 
unit. 

Marco claims that the managers’ 
galaries are a saving to the company 
than an addition to. the 
through the work they do 
Savings in wires alone between the 
principals in the shows and the 
home office over billing squabbles 
js enough to take care of the man- 
a~er’s salary. 


rather 
budget 


Theatres are the biggest outside 
boosters for the manager system, 
saying house managers are now re- 
lieved of all petty troubles and an- 
noyances arising from _ internal 
trouble in the uits. 

Most of the managers are former 
Jegit men, F. & M. finding that they 
are best suited for the job. At pres- 
ent there are 48 engaged. When 
completing the tour, the manager 
has a three-week lay off before 
picking up his new unit. 


Myers’ Hospital Trip 
Delays Tab Openings 


Chicago, Nov. 2. 

Opening of three of the J. W. 
Myers houses in the midwest with 
musical tab stock last week was 
delayed when Myers landed in a 
hospital in Dayton, O., following an 
auto accident. Accident occurred 
when Myers was on a trip from the 
circuit’s headquarters in Indianap- 
olis to Cleveland. 


Musical tab was set to open in 
three Myers spots in Louisville, 
Memphis and St. Louis. Booking 
agent in this town has had the 
casts all lined up, and was wonder- 
ing why Myers hadn’t sent for his 
performers. 


Myers will be abed for a fort- 


night longer, and then will get his 
shows going. 








L. A. Setup Forcing WB 
Houses to Stage Shows 





Los Angeles, Nov. 2. 
Warner theatres here are doing 
an about-face again on stage shows, 
being forced to do something with 
their weaker product coming in and 
the choice films going to the new 
Western for two and three week 
runs. This leaves the Downtown 
and Hollywood devoid of sufficiently 
strong day-and-date releases, le 
the programers, 
one at each house, don’t hold up. 
WB cancelled Gus Arnheim's band 
at the Hollywood at $4,500 but will 
have to revert to stage shows in 
Hollywood and 
downtown. 


while 


average 


possibly vaud 


For Family Time 

RKO, with three Pennslyvania 
houses as its starter in efforts to 
revive the family time, has 12 strong 
prospects split between Pennsyl- 
vania, New Jersey and Virginia. 

Two Skouras houses were added 
last week, Altoona starting Thurs- 
day (29) with four acts on a split 
and Huntington taking one act on 
Wednesdays and Saturdays. 


Stock Alone at Apollo 

This is the last week 
bia circuit shows in the Minsky- 
Weinstock Apollo in 125th street. 
The house goes all stock next Sun- 
day. 

Columbia shows continue at the 
Minsky’s Central, on B’way, but 
are subjected to such cuts, changes 
and eliminations that the traveling 
producer hardly knows his own 
show during the Central week. 


of Colum- 





Burlesque Changes 


Gypsy Lee Rose, principal strip 
woman with Ed. Ryan’s ‘Girls From 
the Follies,’ withdraws from the 
show on the Columbia wheel this 
week. 

Parsons and Ryan were added to 


the troupe this week by way of 
strengthening. 
Andy White replaced Dan Kil- 


larney this week with 
‘Bare Facts.’ 

Donna Davis is out as principal 
strip woman at the Gotham stock. 
Replacing is Sid Burke. 


Ed Daly’s 


different | 





llar twice daily policy. 
| ; 
| ficures that since‘all the other bur- | 
running | 
|multiple shows a day, that it'll be| 





CHI 2-A-DAY 


Star and Garter Adding 3 Acts of 
Vaude 





Chicago, Nov. 2. 
After continuing more than a 
month with four-a-day burlesque at 
the Star and Garter, the Columbia 
wheel shows today (2) begin a regu- 
Management 
town are 


leycue spots in 


an attraction to play only twice per 
diem, and to give 


tab-sized quickie. 

In stretching the entertainment 
the theatre spots’ three 
vaude, being booked by Sid Worm- 
ser, and is now billing the show as 
combo vaude and burlesque. 


acts of 


On Saturdays and Sundays, how- 
ever, the four shows daily will be 
the rule. 


Columbia Wheel 


Weeks of Nov. 2 and Nov. 9 

Bare Facts—Central, New York; 9, 
Brooklyn. 

Big Rev.—Gayety, 

Bohemians—Empress, 

Facts and Figures—Star and Garter, 
cago; 9, Gayety, Detroit. 

Flapper Follies—Apollo, 
Central, New York. 

Footlight Flashes—Lyric, 
L. O. 

Frivolities of 1982—Academy, Pittsburgh; 
9, Empress, Cincinnati. 

Giggles—Garrick, St. 
Garter, Chicago. 

Girls from the Follies—Howard, Boston; 





Detroit; 9, L. O. 
Cincinnati; 9, L. O 
Chi- 


New York; 9, 
Bridgeport; 9, 


Louis; 9, Star and 


9, Lyric, Bridgeport. 

Girls in Blue—Star, Brooklyn; 9, Irving 
Place, New York. 

Hi Ho Everybody—Hudson, Union City; 


9, Gayety, Brooklyn. 

Hindu Belles—Gayety, Buffalo; 9, Plaza, 
Worcester. 

Kuddling Kuties—Irving Place, New York; 
9, Route No. 1. 

Liberty Bells—Route No. 1; 
Newark. 


9, Empire, 


London Gayety Girle—Plaza, Worcester; 
9, Howard, Boston. 

Nite Life in Paris—L. O.; 9, Gayety, 
Buffalo. 


Novelties of 1932—Empire, Newark; 9, 
L. O. 

Playin’ Around—L. O.; 9, Hudson, Union 
City. 

Pleasure Seekers—Trocadero, Philadelphia; 


9, Gayety, Baltimore. 

Rumba Girls—L. O.; 9, Garrick, St. Louis. 

Step Liverly Girls—Gayety, Baltimore; 
9, Gayety, Washington. 

Sugar Babies—Gayety, Washington; 9, 
Academy, Pittsburgh. 


Watson’s Fun Show—Gayety, 


Brooklyn; 
9, Trocadero, Philadelphia. 


the customers a | 
full-length production rather than a} 


Star, | 


Girl Out of Show to 
Protect Any House Cut 


Ann 
priced 





about the 
the 
wheel, who heads Emmett Calla- 
han’s ‘Girls In Blue’ show, was not 
with the show when it played the 
Central last week. 

While 


trying to 


Corio, highest- 


femme on Columbia 





the rest of the 
find and 
regulated circuit routine from under 
its chopped-up condition at the Cen- 
| tral, Miss Corio was filling in as an 
extra 


show was 


heads tail to its 


attraction elsewhere. 
would admit it 
was reported as if the 


the 


Though 
| the Corio out 
| Central nicked 
the 


nobody 


Columbia guar- 
antee would be 
covered by her week elsewhere. 


Corio salary 


Trying Stock at Dayton 





Dayton, Nov. 2. 
Lyric has given up Columbia 
wheel burlesque and is starting a 
burlesque stock company. 


George Young, house manager, 
will stage the shows. Paul Work- 
man, Bob Snyder and Johnny Gil- 
more will be the comics, Peggy 


White the featured femme. 


K. C.’s Stock 

Kansas City, Nov. 2. 
Burlesque stock opens in the 
Gayety Saturday Cth Maurice 
Cain, former Mutual show producer, 
has the lease. His assistants will 

be Artie Phillips and Lou Isaacs. 
Yule, 
Levine, 
Oxford, 
Kathleen 
is producer. 


includes Joe 

Denny, Tommy 
Lawrence, Flo 
McAlbe and 

George Walsh 


Company 
Frank 
Thelma 
Buddie 
Schiltz, 





Remaking ‘Everybody’ 


The Bragdon- Morrissey ‘Heigh Ho 
Everybody’ has been almost com- 
pletely reorganized. While they re- 
tain their franchise, Cliff Bragdon 
and Cuckoo Morrissey withdrew as 
actors. 

Replacing them were Eddie Lloyd, 





George Carroll and Jack Wald 
(straight). 





150 Acts on L. A. Dept. 
Store Payrolls at $59 
Per and Punching In 


Los Angeles, Nov. 2. 
The Kris Kringle circuit opened 


| Saturday at the Broadway depart- 


ment store in Hollywood, while six 


Ios 4 4 £31 ‘ Sat 
UUWHhLOW TE StULres LULMUW eA’ at 


urday Means work for around 150 
acrobatic, musical, small animal and 
clown acts from now till Christ- 
| mas. 

Acts must take $50 each weekly 
ind punch the clock as regular em- 

Most of the stores have built 
| stages in the toy departments for 
hourly shows. Bullock’s will scat- 

xr its acts, having them wander 


‘ough various departments doing 


| their stuff whenever kids are met. 








Magician’s 3-Week Small 
Town Tour at $2,250 


Nov. 2. 


Blackstone the magician will play 


Chicago, 


a three-week tour for Publix-Great 


six mid- 
(2) at 
then going at a split-week 
pace through Aurora, Galesburg, 
Peoria, Danville and Muncie. Un- 
derstood to be rating $2,250 weekly. 

Magician’s dates bring flesh back 
to several of these houses, which 
haven’t been stage-lighted for two 
years, 

Two Publix-Great States towns, 
Jalesburg, on Nov. 21, and Quincy, 
on Nov. 22, draw hegular vaude as- 
signments. Being booked off the 
RKO floor here by Dick Bergen. 

Thurston, the magician, is being 
booked in the smaller towns by Pub- 


States, running through 


west towns. Opened today 


Gary, 


lix, through the William Morris of-", 


fice. In the No. 2 spots Thurston 
receives $4,500, playing a full week, 
with his flat salary $6,000 in the 
large keys. 

The smaller towns Thurston is 
now to try out are New Haven, 
Hartford, Wilkes-Barre and Scran- 
ton. 

RKO is reported offering a unit 
route to the magician after Jan, 1. 
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BENNY MEROFF ORCH (16) 
Stage Band 

18 Mins.; Full 

Palace 

Benny Meroff has been doing a 
marathon in Chicago, dividing the 
last five years between the Gra 
nada, Chicago, and another Windy 
City house. This is his break-in 
in the east aside from several try- 
out weeks around the metropolitan 
district. 

Introduction of Meroff to the 
Palace crowd was particularly try- 
ing. He had to go on at 5:20, after 
Cantor and Jessel had murdered the 
audience with nearly three hours of 
laughter. To record that Meroff’s 
act came through flying is the 
simplest way to fix its class and 
quality, the status of a stage band 
being what it is at this late day. 

Turn opens unostentatiously with 
Meroff leading quietly and the boys 
playing ‘I Got Rhythm’ in an ar- 
rangement heavy on brass and 
capitally paced. Music is remark- 
ably well varied in this fiexible 
jazz unit, because of the ability of 
the bandsmen to switch to a great 
variety of instruments. Arrange- 
ments are excellent both for jazz 
and non-syncopation. 

Boys sing nicely and the outfit 
has some excellent low comedy, be- 
sides the personnel being made up 
of good looking youngsters. And 
several of them develop neat spe- 
cialties. Notable is the trombonist, 
introduced as ‘Walter,’ who does 
what amounts to a musical spe- 
cialty, with trombone imitations of 
a starting train and the blowing of 
one of those ‘Asleep in the Deep’ 
cellar notes, built up with good 
comedy by-play. 

Finally Meroff is a mine of spe- 
cialty in himself, playing a vast 
number of instruments, putting 
over a succession of dance bits, in- 
cluding a startling trick of falling 
into splits, and for the feature giv- 
ing a capital impersonation of Ted 
Lewis, hat twirling and all. The 
Meroff click under a handicap at 
the Palace opening was a composite 
of all these things, and besides 
Cantor’s high pressure selling of 
the number, both in his préliminary 
introduction and in his arrange- 
ment for a finish. 

The finish is blended into the 
show's after-piece, with Cantor 
coming on to black up at a side 
table, keeping up a running fire of 
gaggin while the band plays, and 
then going into a solo number 
which cues all the rest of the bill 
for a whooped-up finale. Rush. 


MA KENNEDY 

Hudson (1) 
‘Modern Topical Message’ (Talk) 

20 Mins.; Three 
RKO Golden Gate, San Francisco 

RKO nabbed ‘Ma’ Kennedy and 
her new husband, What-a-Man 
Hudson for four weeks of coast 
time opening here at $2,000 for the 
week on top the regular weekly 
RKO unit. Ma and Man are here, 
but up to now they hadn’t affected 
the box office much one way or the 
other. Maybe it’s the heat. 

Ma and her partner gave ’em a 
‘modern topical message,’ what- 
ever that is. It was considerably 
different than the act provided 
them what with Pa kinda reticent 
about talking and Ma proving to 
be one of show biz’ champ ad lib- 
bers. Ma had a lot of fancy ideas 
she wanted to straighten out, she 
said, but when it came right down 
to unraveling ‘em it worked out 
that she loved the whole world, 
even ‘vaudeville people and their 
little families traveling with them.’ 

And as for prohibition, quoth Ma, 
now there was a question she 
wanted to settle, and the best way 
to do that was to have all the 
American people vote on it. 

Not a mention of Aimee, so far. 


and What-a-Man 


Ma was a little nervous, hitching 
she was 
wearing a tigh* girdle, but she cer- 
She was the 
Pa was just the 
stooge with only one or two lines, 


at her dress kinda like 


tainly could rd lib. 
straight woman; 


but each a laugh. 


Jack Foss was the capable in- 


terrogator. Bock. 





LUCKY MILLINDER (17) 
Band 

27 Mins., Full (Special) 
86th St. 


Colored band with added special- 
» ties holding little in entertainment 
is a four-way 
challenge tap by the Four Blazers, 
and most of this has been done to 


value. Outstanding 


deati in vaude this year by othe 
hoofers. 
The band, like most colored out 


fits, plays undeniably sharp. This 
is true more with the reeds than 


the brass. Lucky (And How) Mil 
linder, as he bills himself, is jus 


that. His statement that ‘you are 
Louis 
Blues played like never before’ is 
speech 


now about to hear the St. 


also a boomerang. That 
takes in too much territory. 


Clara Townsend of the support 
sings in a high thin voice and at- 
tempts a dance. Jesse Cryor is an- 
just 


The act is 


other specialist. 
Earl, 


sneed and nothing eise. 


JANET READE 
Singer 

12 Mins.; One 
Palace 


Musical comedy player who has 
been in semi retirement since her 
marriage, and is recruited for this 
run show, headed by Cantor and 
Jessel, apparently for her value in 
foiling through the comedy inci- 
dents of the m. c.’ing pair than for 
her single contribution, which is 


of the simplest. 
She appears alone No. 3, Jack 
Kerr presiding at the piano. Does 


one mild number and then does a 
torch song. Going into her third 
selection, Cantor and Jessel inter- 
rupt and the act turns into a rib- 
bing session. For the rest of the 
show Miss Reade is in and out for 
bits. 

Her value for this pupose is that 
she is a svelte and flashy platinum 
blonde and performs the difficult 
feat of taking a lot of pretty se- 
vere joshing without once losing 
her commanding poise. A score of 
torch singers could do as well in a 
single act, but it takes a lot of 
knowing how to troupe for the lar- 
ger effect. She contributes enorm- 
ously to the fun of the afternoon, 
and somehow at the same time re- 
tains an air of elegance. 

Her hot stepping for the finale, 
tops off a notable bit of entertain- 
ing. Rush. 


ANATOLE FRIEDLAND’S ‘SHOW 
BOAT’ (11) 
Revue 
30 Mins.; One and Full (Special) 
Jefferson 
Another Friedland-produced re- 
vue along rather pretentious lines, 
involving considerable cost and 
holding a group of 11 people whose 
versatility stands out. Marty May, 
with his own two-act preceding, 
works in ‘Show Boat’ as m. c. with 
the two attractions going together 
on bilis. Good all-around enter- 
tainment, both acts consuming to- 
tal of 45 minutes. 
‘Show Boat’ gains its title, if ti- 
tles mean anything, from a _ set 
opening and a promenade corner of 
the boat later, where tables lend at- 
mosphere for that chummy get-to- 
gether thing \7hen all the girls get a 
crack at specialties. This sequence 
is a little long and some girls get 
the best of it from May. Peggy Kay 
didn’t even get a chance for a bow, 
though over very strong in her 
comedy number. Another girl does 
a classic on the piano. That’s ver- 
satility for line girls! 
May is very much in evidence at 
all times. He displays an easy-go- 
ing manner, being an ideal m., c. for 
a revue of this type. Allen Sterling 
of radio does the singing, all of it 
excellent, while Gus Artell acts as 
a silenced stooge throughout, ex- 
cavating laughs here and there. 
One sequence is given over to a 
costume splurge and it’s swell. 
Jean Carroll, May’s able aide in 
his own act, does a song and dance 
in the middle of the act, making the 
hill in high. 
Heartily receptioned down here. 
Char. 





‘CHALLENGE REVUE’ (12) 

Dance Flash 

27 Mins.; One and Full (Special) 
Jefferson 

Produced by Harry Carroll, this 
revue contains Joe Wallace, Sylvia 
Carol, Three Crosby’ Brothers, 
Three Moderns, Mills and Pola, 
Frances Black and BEileen Healy. 
Wallace is perhays the last m. c. 
left around from the nightmare pe- 
riod of show business. Everything 
will be okay when it’s 100%. Noth- 
ing funny about this lad and his 
material is very gorgonzola. Sylvia 
Carol sings and plays the piano in 
fair style. The outstanding bit is 
by the Crosby brothers. 


the buck. 


gle. 
Otherwise there is little 


there 
stage. 


Bronx express. Earl. 


DOROTHY WAHL (1) 
Songs 

°) 13 Mins.; One 

Royal 


ti} has a long vaude past, 


speed. 


liberateness in delivery 
Miss Wahl. 





may 
Earl. 


Everyone but Miss Carol hops 
It’s tap, tap, tap, from 
beginning to end. All the steps the 
wavy haired boys with the big bot- 
tomed pants have done in vaude 
for two years are again trotted out. 
The Crosby boys happen to stand 
out in a tap because of the ‘Poet 
and Peasant’ overture novelty an- 


enter- 
tainment value in this act. True, 
is a mob of people on the 
There are also mobs on the 


Dorothy Wahl, assisted by an un- 
billed girl pianist, is a singing single 
who does four numbers, of which 
three sound like specials. Miss Wahl 
but like 
many of the standards of the so- 
called good old days has forgotten 
styles change in entertainment in 
vaude the same as in clothes. She 
picks her way too carefully along 
the tunes in an age that demands 


Brighter material and less de- 
help 


LAMARR, BOICE AND FEHL 
Comedy Singing 

16 Mins. 

86th St. 

As it stands, act can’t expect to 
get far. The two girls, Helen Boice 
and Margie LaMarr, are in need of 
a third man, with another comedian. 
Fehl, wearing swallow-tails, work- 
ing stiffly and singing when he 
shouldn't, holds the others back. 
Miss Boice’s weight alone is com- 
edy, but neither the present setup, 
routine or material permits her to 
do what she might. Her talk se- 
quence with Miss LaMarr is the 
bright spot of the act, although the 
material on a whole is pretty lack- 
lustre. Miss Boice’s efforts as a 
comedienne when she appears to 
have natural talent in that direction, 
seems restrained for some reason or 
other, but a dance bit and a flop 
dig up a fair laugh. 

Miss LaMarr is around for looks, 
but appears able to handle talk 
okay if there’s any worthwhile talk 
to use. A love scene between Fehl, 
doing a film director, and Miss 
LaMarr mild in a comedy way. Sim- 
ilar love stuff with the big girl fiz- 
zied when it might have sizzled. 
Closing ineffective and clumsy 
three carrying off with special lyrics 
following love scenes. Wp here the 
muffled mitt wasn’t enough, so Sat- 
urday afternoon the trio came back 
for an encore, another three-way 
song affair, equally as weak. 

Char. 





THE CRANTOS 
Perch Act 

7 Mins.; Full 
Audubon 


Trio of men, apparently Germans, 
in a brief routine of difficult perch 
tricks holding attention from the 
first. One man on a sort of U- 
shaped upright or short shoulder 
perch performs a la equilibrist as 
he is supported by an understander 
who ascends and descends a lad- 
der. A headstand by one of the 
Crantos supported on the regula- 
tion perch by another also well 
done. 

Other upside down balances are 
maintained under similar condi- 
tions. For a finish there is a two- 
high pole balance with perch bal- 
anced from right shoulder of the 
third. The duo aloft perform sev- 
eral tricks, one with their heads 
down and only support being a one- 
foot or ankle attached to top of 
pole by small rope loop. 

Act had to take several bows up- 
town. Mark. 





4 FLASH DEVILS 
Dancing, Singing 
12 Mins. 

State, New York 


Four colored boys in taps and 
doubling into supposed harmony 
singing. Singing is ’way off and 
dancing only so-so. 
One of the four, a young fellow 
who sings a solo, also does very well 
in a solo dancing bit, but he’s so 
much better than his partners that 
he makes them look worse than 
they are. 

Act opened here, but okay deucer 
for small houses, if the boys lay off 
the vocal stuff. Kauf. 





LOS OVIDUS (3) 
Acrobatics 
8 Mins.; One (Special) 
Jefferson 
The dancing angle is only a sug- 
gestion at the beginning, but with 
the dance music continuing through 
the act and the three men now and 
then giving slight vent to it be- 
tween tricks, it has its other virtues 
in this instance. While a littie un- 
polished, acro act looking and work- 
ing like an import, it delivers. 
Men, as Spanish dancers, do 
hand to hand, head balancing and 
endurance routines. In order to lend 
novelty to’-what otherwise would 
have been a hand-to-hand feat, a 
short perch is used to separate, 


understander supporting all with 
one mitt. 

Closed eight-acter here and well 
liked. Char. 





NICE, FLORIO AND LUBY 
Comedy Acrobatics 

10 Mins.; Two 

Hippodrome 

Another of the two men and wom- 
an combos doing comedy acrobatics 
and tap dancing, which seem to be 
flooding vaude of late. 

Here is a hard working trio, with 
the men in particular taking some 
falls in doing an eccentric dance a 
la drunks. It's old stage stuff, but 
pretty well done by the male sec- 
tion of this outfit. 

The woman flashes nothing un- 
usual. Her stepping is along con- 
ventional fast lines. As a knock- 
about turn it holds up. Mark. 


NEW ACTS 


Joe Lane and Pearl Harper are 
readying a new act of three people 
in which they will be supported by 
Slim Gaut (Rome and Gaut). 

Five people flash produced by Irv- 
ing Yates including Made White- 
side, Lynn Burno, Al Brower and 
Frances Pepper. 

Tom Jergens and Marie Wayne. 

Archer and McNabb. 

Dick Reitberg and Joe Rempis. 

Peggy Bernier and Billy Taylor, 
j two-act. 








PALACE 


Show started 10 minutes late 
Saturday, and by 3 o’clock the office 


might as well have closed those 
eight-week options on the acts. 
From getaway to the finish at 5:45, 
it was a continuous parade of laughs 
and applause, with Eddie Cantor the 
drum major, and Georgie Jessel sec- 
ond in the line of march. This first 
vaudeville bill in history booked for 
a run was stamped as a click from 
the getaway. 

First show had its rough spots, 
but the running called only for cut- 


ting and trimming around the 
edges; the meat was there. 
Originally it was laid out as a 


$15,000 program, but in the end it 
ran over $16,000, the most costly en- 
tertainment of the kind ever assem- 
bled, made so by Cantor’s $8,800 sal- 
ary, the largest sum ever paid a 
single performer for a week of work 
in vaudeville. Justifying the out- 
lat’, when the curtain rose on the 
first performance, there was $14,000 
in the till as advance sales for the 
initial week, and tickets were on 
sale for the second stanza; pre- 
miere audience occupied every seat 
in the house, and nothing had been 
sold but standing room since 1:45. 
Standees were banked five deep, 
and they used tapes to keep aisle 
heads open. 

Cantor, by way of statistics, holds 
the Palace box-office high mark on 
his appearance at the Palace last 
Christmas week, runners-up to him 
being Clayton, Jackson and Durante. 
On salary figures the Marx Bros. 
draw $10,000, but this envelope is 
cut four ways. Palace can better 
$35,000 on the week. On Cantor’s 
second week it went to $41,000. For 
that date he drew down $7,700, or 
seven g's net. 

Schedule of eight weeks for this 
layout is based on the performance 
of the bill grouped around Lou 
Holtz, but that show was booked in 
for only a week, and its extension 
to two months was entirely wafore- 
seen. 

Show, then, is a Palace natural. 
It has everything that it takes, 
which means that it is rich in the 
special quality of comedy and the 
special sort of familiar atmosphere 
that the Palace clientele goes for. 
Circumstance that Cantor and Jes- 
sel, who are here teamed in an 
epochal vaudeville venture, were 
kids together in Gus Edwards acts 
plenty of years ago would be an in- 
teresting angle anywhere, but at the 
Palace it is something of thrilling 
import, and the pair capitalize its 
sentimental value for everything it’s 
worth. 

As for the performance devised by 
this most popular of musical com- 
edy fun-makers, and this most 
quoted of Broadway after-dinner 
wits, it was a hurricane of laughter, 
even in the unfinished state in which 
it was revealed to the first audience. 
It is made up of material familiar 
in kind, but with its own flavor and 
appeal. 

A sample to fix its aptness for the 
Palace is the introductory gag ex- 
change between the pair. Eddie 
scoffs at Georgie’s sentimental 
songs, charging Georgie sings ‘My 
Mother’s Eyes’ in a way to make 
your heart bleed, and at the same 
time his mother lives only eight 
blocks away and Georgie hasn’t been 
to see her in two months. 

Retorts Georgie quickly: ‘Yeah, 
and you! You're all over the stage, 
all hot ’n’ bothered with “When I 
Get You in the Vestibule,” and at 
the same time your wife’s the most 
discontented woman in Hollywood.’ 
This didn’t lose anything from the 
fact that Mrs. Cantor was in a stage 
box. Anyhow, that’s the kind of 
stuff that makes up the show, and 
the Palaceites hug it to their bos- 
oms—gags that assume the custom- 
ers out front are in the know and 
invite them into the family circle. 

The pair have a session together, 
separately, and together again, the 
performance béing a continual rib- 
bing wrangle which from time to 
time implicates everybody else on 
the bill, in especial Janet Reade 
(New Acts), former musical com- 
edy player, now semi-retired as the 
wife of Waiter Batchellor, the agent. 
Miss Reade does some swell troup- 
ing on her own, and when she gets 
in the line of fire of the two clowns, 
proves she is a trouper who can 
take it. A stunning, willowy plat- 
inum blonde who can submit to all 
manner of roughhouse and come out 
of it still a stunning platinum 
blonde putting over torch songs. It 
calls for a medal for distinguished 
public service or something. 

Benny Meroff (New Acts) also 
calls for a tribute. New to the east 
after doing more than five years as 
m.c. and band leader in Chicago, he 
found himself in a spot, set to go on 
considerably after 5 in the after- 
noon before an audience which had 
laughed itself into a state of ex- 
haustion. Cantor gave him a great 
introductory send-off, but when the 
drop in ‘one’ flew, he and his boys 
were strictly on their own. And 
they made the grade on merit, go- 
ing their full 20 minutes and com- 
ing to the finish with colors flying 
and, for the rest of their natural 
lives, members in good standing of 
the Palace elite. 

That leaves the present company 
accounted for, with the exception of 
George N. Burns and Grace Allen. 
spotted to open the second part, ex- 
cept for a brief introductory ap- 


pearance of Cantor, another nifty 





situation for a cross-talking pair, 
and another case of the players be- 
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7 a 
ing well up to the situatio Pate 
hold to their tried and mere 
though much of the material Seem 
to be new for this occasion. Born 
work throughout the rest of ae 
porepreneene te bits and blackouts 
SS en ng particular 
able for folling. y valtes 
Aside from the passing of 
brickbats between Cantor and Jan 
sel, probably the funniest thi as 
their contribution is Eddie’s sketan 
with Miss Reade, spottea eariy' te 
the proceedings, and a riotous 1 
of clowning that deserves a bet 
spot. Girl is an actor-struck Pin 
who applies to Cantor for leis 
stenographer, confessing after < 
time that she is Jessel’s gir] frien 
which leads to a boisterously teneg 
ing good in the sheik capa i 
the tag line of the tottering Gat 
‘What do you think of 
now ?’ 
Miss Reade, ‘Lousy!’ wee . 
Anti-climax bit at the afternoon 
‘Just a Gigolo’ was i 
— out at the night 


wrestling match, with Eddie mak 
tor: 
Jessel 
And the reply from the 
show of Cantor doing a few bars 
Another bit that bulls-e 


an argument over eonla. thes 
brought in three or four 


from the audience and Mi 
confusing the issue further va 
dumbdora suggestions. A rather 
lengthy gag bit with Cantor and 
Jessel mixing up Scotch dialect with 
Yiddish phrases and both in kilts, 
dragged at the afternoon break-j; 
but was better at night. And a 
eral other blackouts were good for 
sock laughs. In the tightening up 
process a blackout was eliminat 
having to do with a flock of loverg 
porate, out — closet and @ 

f on horsebac 
—_ bringing up the 

Serge Flash opens the bill WwW. 
his familiar juggling specialty, a 
No. 2 is occupied by the Three 
Rhythm Dancers, colored trio. 

Finale is blended into the finish 
of the Meroff band turn, with Can. 
tor making up in blackface and 
gagging as he goes, and then going 
into a step, with the rest of the bill 
on for the climax, also for a sur- 
prise when they are in blackface, 
and Miss Reade breaking into a hot, 
wriggling strut. 

This estimate of the show as a 
promising cleanup is based on a 
rough first performance, in which 
shape it looked fool proof. With 
trimming, shaping and polishing it 
will be vastly better, and that means 
that it will have as much solid en- 
tertainment as any musical in town, 
and could become the talk of the 
season and an attraction that could 
run almost indefinitely. Rush. 


86TH STREET 


The bookers nearly forgot the 


86th the first split, sending in a show 
that’s a long way from what the 
house demands. Morton Downey is 
among the four acts and ought to 
draw something on the strength of 
his radio following, but around him 
it’s water in the milk. And the show 
plays as though without substance. 

Downey wasn’t luring ’em at the 
first Saturday matinee, nor was the 
picture, ‘Road to Singapore’ (WB), 
despite that a few drops of rain 
threatened bum weather all after- 
noon. About one-fourth of the 
lower floor filled. That's probably 
the worst this house can see on & 


ay. 

Halloween Saturday (31), prep- 
arations for that, or the football 
season may have chiseled, but noth- 
ing like that will have to take the 
blame if stronger stage shows 
aren't shipped into RKO’s Yorkville 
half-and-half operation. 

Downey is in penultimate on the 
four-act exhibit. He does five num- 
bers along about the same lines as 
when last in vaude, using a mike 
next to the piano, from which he 
sings a couple numbers. Audience 
appeared plenty eager for Downey, 
but failed to respond as expect 
To that may be ascribed the ijayout 
of the songs, Downey insisting om 
doing ‘Carolina Moon,’ although the 
folks wanted ‘Wabash Moon’ and 
several others. The Irish tenor 
asked them what they’d like, but he 
stayed away from demands except 
for ‘Smiling Irish Eyes,’ with that 
netting him fine returns. ‘Carolina 
Moon,’ done by Downey on 
Camel hour (mentioned) let him 
down. 

Still doing that novelty the ether 
songster says he does at high class 
wakes, he tops that in a big waY 
with ‘Just One More Chance,’ 48 
other oldie. Perhaps and proba 
Downey would do better if keepiné 
away from the song cemetery. 

Sammy Lewis and Patti Moor, 
with their five people entry, follow 
Downey, dragged themselves through 
20 minutes. Many portions of t 
act takes the hurdles nicely, bat 
much of it through obvious and ua- 
necessary padding lays right dow? 
and dies. This act needs speed 4 
cutting, latter of which will produce 
the former. 


First two attractions give the 
show a slow and uneventful start. 
Fiochi Sisters (3) with a man, @ 
brother, have a flashy risley 4! . 
tumbling turn, but make the mis 
take of trying to wreck it by 

= rich some- 


stalls and moments in whi iv- 
thing is promised but nothing ae irs 
ered, Several times one of the 
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—— 
FOX, BROOKLYN 


Brooklyn, Oct. 31. 

Unusually large audiences Friday 
nd Saturday suggested chance 
ghow might break the house record 
this week. After the first Saturday 
ghow, the house was $26 ahead of 
tts gross for the same number of 
ghows in the record week. Draw 
ie attributed to the feature, Fox’s 
‘Cisco Kid,’ and Abe Lyman's band, 
jn the second week of the band’s 
indefinite engagement. 

‘Cisco Kid’ may not have meant 
much on Broadway, but it looks 
like a b. 0. film for the neighbs. 
Youngsters piled in here early to 
watch Edmund Lowe and Warner 
Baxter strut their stuff. 

Abe Lyman’s band preceded the 
gtage show with 15 minutes of 
diversified instrumentation during 
which three numbers were featured, 
‘one More Time,’ ‘River and Me’ 
and ‘Tiger Rag.’ First and last 
gong are hot tunes, aptly musical- 
zed, especially ‘Tiger Rag’ with 
which tune the band ran wild. Sec- 
ond song is @ sort of pop dirge in 
which the band interpolated a few 


epirituals. Vocal numbers by a 
high tenor are woven in all three 
songs. 


Lyman and his boys worked over 
the torrid melodies with much gusto 
and appeared to enjoy playing them 
as much as the audience did hearing 
them. Band got a big reception 
when it first came on and went 
away with a still larger applause 
volume. 

Following Lyman, Ron and Don, 
duo organists, presided a few min- 
utes with organ selections and com- 
munity singing. 

F. & M. current ‘Limehouse 
Nights’ Idea is a fast moving unit 
in which the greater portion of the 
time is devoted to dance numbers, 
group, solos, duos and apache. A 
nice snappy pace is kept up from 
the beginning, with the apache 
finale an exceptionally strong cli- 
max. 

Jack Partington staged this unit 
while on the coast a number of 
weeks ago. It was at the time when 
F. & M. first entered into the Par- 
Publix agreement and needed some 
units hurriedly for the Par theatres. 

‘Limehouse Nights’ has but one 
getting from start to finish, in con- 
trast to the average of three which 
the ‘other Ideas have. It’s a fairly 
rich setting, depicting a Chinese 
tea shop in a basement of London’s 
limehouse section. 

After a few introductory dance 
numbers for six couples, the Wing 
Wah Troupe is on to reveal some 
eye opening body twists and joint 
throwouts. Troupe consists of three 
men and two girls, with the girls 
and one man doing all the work. 
Girls are young and clever and have 
a variety of stunts in their specialty 
that is novel to say the least. Boy 
goes the girls one better in every- 
thing, but the girls get over better 
because of their sex and because 
they look so young. 

Warren and Inman is the second 
featured act. A mixed comedy team 
that gets laughs out of plenty of 
rough house antics. The femme 
half works exceptionally hard with 
comedy dances and getting banged 
all over the stage. Man foils for 
the girl and attempts some laugh 
matter himself, but the girl is main 
interest. Patter between duo is 
fair. It’s the low hoke that puts 
them over. 

Anunusualand exceptionally dar- 
ing apache dance by Armando and 
Lita closed the unit. From the open- 
ing scene there is a slight thread of 
a continuity about a white girl kept 
in this chink joint and in love with 
a sailor. When she tries to escape, 
it cues into the apache with the boy 
garbed as an oriental. Their rou- 
tine is swift and thrilling and free 
of the halts often noted in apaches. 
Duo performs it all as though it 
were ad lib and couple possess a 
number of dance catches and throws 
that are out of the ordinary. 

Between the numbers of the fea- 
tured acts, the six mixed couples 
troupe on and off with varied forms 
of legmania. In one bit they sepa- 
rate for a sort of all-nations dance 
contest, dancing in duos and solos. 

Ossess a good line number toward 
the finish when all 12 work out a 


hoofing routine from, on and around 
chairs, 


Warner, Milwaukee 


Milwaukee, Oct. 28. 

This new, slightly gaudiferous 
Im parlor used four shorts, a news- 
reel, and advertising reel on behalf 
of a local toggery for ladies, and 
an organlude by Al Gullickson to 
ivement the feature. Total was 
ntended, and accepted as fair re- 
turn for 50 cents. 


. Milwaukee didn't particularly 
eed the Warner. Town's over- 
Seated if < 


ales anything and the sort of 
nal OSt-metropolis that has lots of 
ede or hood cinemas to trim the 

5€S off business. Last week the 


—— What: there was of it on 
- esday night. was going to the 
X house with ‘Susan Lenox.’ 


F 
a nnd : 
Men overs With two French stars. 
“ Ou and Damita (in a German 
TZ) were SO-so. 

Trade was fa 


War b ir to middling at the 
a — They were announcing as 
Hus St showing anywhere’ Walter | log. 





tiverscide'c > er 
verside’s RKO vaude and ‘Friends | 


time the gangsters are in the milk 
business instead of whiskey. 

No one entering the premises, or 
even passing them, could fail to 
know that James Cagney, Warner 
star, was on the way for a personal 
appearance. This was screamed 
from every inch of plate glass that 
could take pasteboard, from every 
frame not imperative for the cur- 
rent show. Every usher wore across 
his bosom, diagonally like a marquis, 
a satin sash that James Cagneyed. 
A trailer ten minutes long told the 
story in detail. Maybe if next week 
the visiting star should happen not 
to mean anything, for once in the 





history of the theatre operation the | 


house will escape blame. 

Two from Murray Roth’s Flat- 
bush factory and one from the Col- 
umbia cartoonery constituted the 
shorts. 
mazuma will wear was told by T. A. 
Chapman Co. on the tag end of the 
newsreel. 

This house has a radio program 
weekly. Also the Wisconsin (Fox). 
But as Milwaukee’s two stations 
WTMJ and WISN value themselves 
highly, it’s understood all theatrical] 
programs have to buy their own 
time or get some advertiser to 
sponsor them. Oddly enough sta- 
tions have declined publicity tieups 
to use stage talent appearing in 
town, even when free. Fearful of 
giving theatres something for noth- 
ing, stations overlook that the an- 
gle works both ways. Particularly 
in Milwaukee where talent can 
hardly be plentiful. Anyhow it’s 
take it or leave it. Stations prefer 
phonograph records to free acts if 
they have to mention the theatre! 

Silver leaf seems to have replaced 
the gold of former years in building 
this house. Retrenchment? Quite 
a small auditorium, too. That may 
explain the seats. Trying to make 
the inches count the rows are too 
close together and not comfortable 
on the knees. Getting up to let peo- 
ple in or out is unavoidable even 
for women. Land, 


ORIENTAL, CHICAGO 


Chicago, Oct. 30. 

Cmly three acts in the show, but 
solid talent. All singles. But what 
singles! There was Con Colleano 
and a girl, Darlene Walders, be- 
sides Sophie Tucker. 

Colleano was forced to overcome 
enormous obstacles. He was sent 
on following a slow chorus opener 
and given a weak and unintelligible 
introduction by the m. c. In the 
matter of production there were 
more obstacles for Colleano. He 
was forced to work against a back- 
ground too light in color. So light 
that the audience had difficulty in 
keeping pace with those lightning 
feet. Spotted against a plain draped 
background would have made a 
mountain of difference in effect. In 
spite of these stumbling blocks, 
Colleano hurdled safely into the hit 
class. Nothing could stop the re- 
sponse to that smacking tight-wire 
stepping and somersaulting. 

Darlene Walders has about reach- 
ed the top point in acrobatic danc- 
ing. She accomplishes front-overs 
so easily they look simple. It’s a 
fast routine and a can't-miss any- 
where, 

One other mention before La 
Tucker. It’s the drums and mili- 
tary routines on toes turned out by 
the chorus under Ainsley Lambert’s 
eye. In these days of surfeited audi- 
ences, a simple dance production 
number that gets a reception and a 
show-halt is something to write 
about. This routine had every- 
thing in the way of color and 
rhythm and execution. 

After this there was Tucker and 
the afternoon and town was hers. 
It was the first time, after weeks of 
wrestlers, baseball players, film 
ingenues, that this stage has held 
a real trouper. And the audience 
recognized it like the sun in the 
morning. 

Mme. Tucker couldn’t get off the 
stage. She probably didn’t want to. 
She gagged and black-outed and 
sang. She sang songs that ran into 
the blue. This midwest town isn’t 
accustomed to some of those punch- 
lines; but this audience whistled for 
more. In the hands of other per- 
formers there would have been com- 
plaints to the front office. But not 
when delivered by ‘what a per- 
former,’ to give her Bee and Kay 
title. 

After the song there was a dra- 
matic warbling piece called ‘Dance 
Hall Doll,’ produced excellently and 
blew this audience up like dynamite. 
Miss Tucker closed the show. It Is, 
or rather it has been, the invariable 
rule here that the audience start 
walking immediately following the 
final number without even waiting 
for the chord finale from the or- 
chestra, This afternoon no one 
moved. The heavy curtain came 
down and still they sat and wore 
their hands out. That lady Tucker 
had to come back and sing to ’em. 
They knew what they wanted. So 
she sang ‘Some of These Days’ and 





ROXY 


New York, Oct. 30. 


The Theremin as played by Eu- 
gene Henry in what is probably the 
first film theatre demonstration of 
the new musical invention controlled 
by electric rays, shows a peculiar hu- 
man quality as of humming voices 
when in the lower clef. When the 
high notes are reached the music 
comes more clearly defined as in- 
strumentalL 

This looks to be the chief distinc- 
tion noted when caught and when, 
owing to the poor manner of presen- 
tation Friday (30) night this nov- 
elty failed to receive the response 
it deserved. A hidden ‘mike’ voice 


|attempts to explain the instrument, 


What milady with a lot of | 
| advantage. 





but unintelligibly, and the screen 
could easily be utilized to better 
Else a better and more 
distinct voice, 


If that Roxy orchestra ever as- 
sembled enough brass and a jazz 
arrangement of popular music it 
would prove a sensation with its 
75 musicians. The pit is permitted 
to dwell 12 long minutes without 
any stage coloring on_ straight 
‘Tannhauser,’ which is beautiful 
enough in its place but misplaced 
here with its heavy music coming 
directly after a feature. 

The Roxy calls its current show 
‘Rhapsody of Time.’ It has 6 scenes 
and three parts and is colorful 
throughout but has no great modern 
punch. Maybe that means the Roxy 
is willing to let well enough alone, 
but if the past few months’ experi- 
ence means anything it has proved 
the shows that have the modern 
punch points deliver better weeks 
here even in the fact of some con- 
cededly mediocre product. 

Beatrice Belkin, Patricia Bowman 
and Von Grona and his Dancers are 
the features of the show. Miss Bow- 
man does a duet with Nicholas Daks 
in a Colonial garden scene for open- 
ing with a riot of stage color, while 
Miss Belkin, centered in a hanging 
frame, sings. Ballet troupes also in 
Colonial garb, both boys and girls, 
and the Roxy chorus in correspond- 
ing period costumes chime in from 
the balcony pergolas. 


There’s another scene where Miss 
Belkin and Celia Branz do a sing- 
ing duet in ‘one’ with Morton Gould 
at the piano, but Gould is the show 
here and when he plays Ravel's ‘Bo- 
lero’ he draws the customers away 
to himself entirely. Even in his 
accompaniment he is_ superior, 
which may show faulty stage judg- 
ment for this one spot. 


The Roxyettes, as often, provide 
the big punch, despite the unusual 
and clever contributions of Von 
Grona with the assistance of admir- 
able stage lighting, the Roxyettes 
and the ballet in the final number 
denoting ‘Tomorrow’ or the machine 
age. 

In a ‘Radium’ scene the Roxyettes 
are on to a darkened stage and audi- 
torium like so many radium spots in 
rhythmic gyration with the lights 
gradually going up for a strutting 
dance number and a kick finish. 


Everybody as usual but the sing- 
ers in on the finale. The Von Grona 
numbers staged by himself have the 
additional attribute of having the 
pit band play with him, The combo 
is telling. Shen, 





Paramount, Newark 


Newark, N. J., Oct. 31. 

Bill is average this week, with lit- 
tle outstanding. Show depends on 
the draw of the Marx Brothers in 
‘Monkey Business.’ Very nice work 
is done by Page and Class, wire 
walkers. Four Bachelos please with 
medleys, one comic. Bass is note- 
worthy. 

Joe Freed with two men and two 
girls get little with low burlesque. 
He appears as a cop and as a diner. 
A man does fast dancing and there 
is a little singing, but most is fool- 
ing, and not very funny. Billy How- 
ard, Lew and Ruth Cameron make 
an act that doesn’t live up to its 
promise. Miss Cameron adds little 
but gorgeous hair; Cameron sings 
and foils Howard, a comic excep- 
tionally light on his feet. He dances 
a neat soft shoe and ends to big ap- 
plause by jumping rope rapidly 
while flat on his back. 

Dorothy Vernette, dancing act, is 
noticeable for the Three Dodge 
Brothers, who do a complicated tap 
in unison and follow with another 
which is broken by individual stunts 
winning strongly. Belle Lyons and 
Dorothy Ferguson dance individual- 
ly, one in acrobatics, the other in a 
fast tap and speedy spins. Miss 
Vernette dances a little with at- 
tractive poses. 

House crowded. 


LOEW’S STATE, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Oct. 28. 
Opening slow and not getting go- 
ing till half over, ‘Carnival’ Idea, Le 
Roy Prinz’s last unit, shows its lack 
of talent. It’s one of the weak sis- 
ter’s in the Fanchon & Marco string 


Austin. 


|of units when compared to some of 


|they applauded. They applauded 
i}some more but nobody’ walked. | 
Finally the house lights went off | 
again and Mme. Tucker made a 
speech. They stamped and whistled 
and then they consented to leave. 
Rest of the show does not mat- 
ter. There was ‘Sideshow’ (WP) 


and some new clips and an organ- 
But they weren't noticed. Not 


ton in ‘The Ruling Voice.’ This | beside that Tucker girl. 


the 


nifty companies turned out re- 
cently. 

The Andresens, perch act, are in 
the closing spot. Cropley & Violet, 
combo adagio and roping, open. 
Raynor Lehr does the carnival spiel- 
ing and comes on second for whip 
tricks and request dancing. This 





| 
| 


} 











NEWSREELS | 








ITALIAN NEWSREEL 


With an Italian talker at the 
Cameo this week (30) is also an 
Italian newsreel, about 10 clips of 
all Italian subjects or matters. 
Some of the clips are quite old, with 
all put together in a sort of propa- 


ganda manner. Uncredited as to 
maker, because probably a jumble 
and from many sources, but men- 


tioned distributed by Paul Rinaudo | 


De Ville. 


and on 
Italian 


Victor Emannuel 
Some more 


of King 
to Mussolini. 


notables and a series of building | 


projects in Italy; new bridges, etc.; 
soldiers at manoeuvres; athletes in 
group formations; youth of Italy in 
various occupations. 

Most interesting feature of the 
thing was that for reasons hard to 
figure a couple of shots of Caruso 
and Valentino were thrown in, 
sandwiched between Mussolini and 
Duke of Aosta. Both of the mili- 
tary gents got big hands, while 
Caruso seemed to mystify the cus- 
tomers at the Cameo and Valentino 
was equally unrecognized. Perhaps 
a commentary on the times or audi- 
ence. Kauf. 


EMBASSY 


Ceiebrating this week the second 
anniversary of the Embassy as a 
newsreel house, Fox-Hearst offers a 
program conspicuously minus a hot 
news event or a clip out of the 
beaten path. 

Even in foreign coverage and 
sporting events, in which F-H usu- 
ally excell, there is an absence or 
else a manifestation of matter-of- 
fact and stick-to-the-same-old- 
angles camera work. 

Now that there is some physical 
activity in Manchuria, F-H seems to 
have forgotten about it. Even 
though there are birdseye views 
represented as having been filmed 
personally by the Lindberghs, the 
Hankow flood stuff is old for regu- 
lar newsreel fan persual. 

The house has for its lead clip 
Wash. bridge, an event that is a 
week old and where thousands of 
cars and people have since followed 
the cameramen. 

The current bill is also replete 
with those carnival things. Every 
time the Embassy goes on a news 
vacation German soldiers are shown 
reducing to pansy music; Rhine 
girls exploit wine; Spanish girls 
ride on floats; caves are explored; 
Paris kids stage private shows, and 
other soldiers parade. With Capone 
out, the Embassy is depending upon 
Mussolini and Hitler to do the flag 
waving for laughs. 

One of the more pathetically 
funny clips is the Paris import on 
lacquered, rather than platinumed, 
hair. Thing winds up with the 
French recommendation that Amer- 
ican gals with lap dogs dye doggie’s 
hair the corresponding color every 
time she chooses to go from blonde 
to brunet, via, lacquer wig attempt. 

Ely Culbertson is close-upped for 
a long time in a talk on bridge and 
the psychology which it should 
exercise in the home. Card players 
in the audience always find a laugh 
but to the others it registers cold. 

Formal assignments include: 
Laval and Hoover in Washington, 
Gar Wood on the Harlem; Long 
Island steeplechase; Roosevelt 
Memorial in NYC with Al Smith 


and Gov. Roosevelt speaking; Co- 
lumbia varsity stroking. 
According to interviews with 


Chinese and Japanese statesmen, 
everything is okay, despite the war 
shots being shown elsewhere at the 





| on 





same time by Paramount. Hiram 
Johnson is worked in as the third 
speaker and his advice that Amer- 
ica stay at home and take care of 
America is winning applause. 


Waly. 
TRANSLUX 
Pathe gets full credit this week 
for its film war on crime. Assistant 


District Attorney Joyce hands the 


: | reel the palm for convictions in the 
Starts off with a couple of shots | 


Rosenthal kidnapping case. The clip 
the confessions made imme- 
diately after arrest, and one of the 
most unusual news records of its 
kind, is revived currently. 

Pathe for the first time in news- 
reel work, gets its sound recording 
equipment in the locker room of the 
Notre Dame team during one of the 
halves with Pittsburgh. Inside ad- 
vice, remindful of several sequences 
in Universal's ‘Spirit of Notre 
Dame,’ is filmed. Then the team, 
carrying out instructions, goes back 
to the field. There is some excellent 
photography of the battle that fol- 
lows. 

Paramount cameramen go out of 
their way to get more than views 
of the crowd at the Navy-Prince- 
ton game. The Luxer apparently 
overlooked the Yale-Army set-to, 
perhaps because the Army had 
barred news cameras off of its field. 
That now has been lifted at West 
Point. 

What a lot of fans have been 
thinking for a long time is being 
cracked by Graham McNamee this 
week. He likens Hitler’s personal 
pose to Mussolini. Immediately 
after one of those parades of the 
Hitlerites Paramount shows Musso- 
lini making his 10th review of the 
month. This time it’s Rome's cops. 
Other parades include that over the 
Washington bridge and the w. k. 
maneuvers of cadets and middies on 
their respective parade grounds. 

Will Rogers’ radio unemployment 
broadcast is presented by Para- 
mount, 
it has been heard and read, the 
Rogers grimaces always get laughs. 
Hobo convention with ‘professors’ 
explaining the symbols is another 
mirth maker. Pathe made a spe- 
cial out of this. Charles M. Schwab 
is another Pathe exclusive, although 
the steel man’s talk about prosper- 
ity on the return provokes smiles. 

First real scenes of the aftermath 
of a tussle between Japanese and 
Chinese troops are by Paramount. 
Devastated barracks and milling 
crowds, as well as Japanese fune- 
ral services are included. This clip, 
incidentally, proves a well-selected 
leader for the program. Pathe pro- 
vides the Russian touch with a view 
of singing Cossacks on the Astor 
roof. 

Considerable detail that will in- 
terest card players, but will incline 
to bore others because of over-cov- 
erage, is the Culbertson-Lenz card 
quarrel. One talks and then the 
other. Finally the first, Culbertson, 
returns with a gagging philosophy 


about character reading in the home 


through bridge. 

Pathe mentions a night club by 
name and plugs its revue. This one 
angle is held up as the opening of 
the night life season in New York. 
Same club at other times has been 
given space elsewhere in the reels. 

Universal's freaks include dish- 
washing contest, gag dirigible and 
new type of flivver. 

Other clips: Laval on Smith's 
roof, Los Angeles mongrel dog 
show, feeding children in Chicago, 
naval practice, Gar Wood and Miami 
water sports. Waly. 





in its 20th week, returning over re- 
mainder of route from here. Lehr 
had been doing southern blues songs 
with his act, but this was cut for the 
Loew's State week and Eddie Rob- 
inson, eight-ball dancer rung in. 
Robinson did some lowdown dancing 
doubling with Lehr. Songs would 
have fitted nicely, as the unit had 
plenty of dancing. ‘Teddy the Movie 
Bear’ followed Lehr. 


‘Carnival’ ran less than 40 minutes 
and shoved the show 15 minutes 
ahead of time all opening day. 


The Carla Torney Dancers made 
up the line instead of the usual Sun- 
kist beauts. Girls had four dances, 
one a toe dance. Routines and exe- 
cution a little different from those 
of F. & M. steppers. Girls did some 
three-ball juggling and _ military 
band staff waving which called for 
concentration. 

House orchestra was on stage 
most of the time. 

Louis E. Goody had two stooges 
working with his bear wrestling act. 
Stooges did the wrestling, but act is 
slow. 

Andresens have a sensational fin- 
ish, which is also the unit's finale. 
Hanging sideways atop a pole, the 
girl is whirled swiftly by Andresen 
below. Although not strong enough 
for a closing, the act was liked, par- 





PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


New York, Oct. 31. 
After supplying customers with 
extravagant stage show material for 
the past three weeks or so the cur- 


rent unit is a letdown, likely to show 
its b. o. dent despite an entertaining 
picture with good cast names for 
this kind of house in ‘Girls About 
Town’ (Par). 

Boris Petroff’s ‘Morning, Noon 
and Night’ unit, featuring the Ritz 
Brothers, is just another show that 
sacrifices talent for backgrounds. 
Those backgrounds or any other can 
never make up for lack of the hu- 
man element, which is something 
the Par should have learned from 


No matter how many times * 


past recent shows but ignores for < 


some reason this week. 
Outside the Ritz Brothers, 
suffer from being straight vaude 
personalities without any material 
build-up or punch for a house as big 
as’ the Paramount, the show cuts 
into three episodes and holds Ruby 
Shaw, Duke McHale, an accordion 
quintet, and Allida Vanni. No name 
billed for the accordian quintet, 


who 


| which combines certain dancing of 
ltwo of its members with instru- 
|} mental stuff. 


If in Ruby Shaw the Par people 


j}are progressing along the premise of 


| ticularly because the girl was good|Siving new talent opportunity, then 


| 
| 


looking for this type of turn. 
‘Sin of Madelon Claudet’ on 

screen, also newsreel and Howard 

Jones football short. 


the 


unit opened in St. Louis and is now/ for last show. 


| under 


Business good! 


her handling is wrong here. The 
girl has every earmark of proving, 
proper tutelage, an expert 
comedienne and better than ordinary 


(Continued on Page 38) 
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PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


(Continued from page 37) 


dancer. However, her voice is too 
light to fill this arena..-Without add- 
ing anything to her routine or man- 
ner of presentation the girl does 
fairly well here. 


Miss Shaw can be recalled from 
night club work and when she ap- 
peared with Benny Davis in vaude, 
where she attractcd attention for 
her stepping. Young and a long 
way. to go, but to be heard from, 

A noon sequence with the arbor 
background and garden setting for 
a tea scene is just one of those 
things. The finale is a masque ball 
sequence. In and during all of these 
the Ritz Brothers try their stuff and 
go wild on pansy material much 
overdrawn. Best piece was where 
one of them mimicked Micky Mouse 
and others briefly. 


One blackout scene looks to have 
been borrowed from a Shubert mu- 
sical but may not be, although it 
could belong nowhere else except 
burlesque. 


Duke McHale does some stepping, 
first with Ruby Shaw and then 
alone, and the David Bines Ballet do 
regular routine. Miss Shaw opens 
with a kitchen scene involving the 
girls, and trots off after a song. Ritz 
Brothers follow, and the various 
stage spaces are utilized from epi- 
pode to episode. 

Rubinoff leads the overture cur- 
rently and is strong, as crowds like 
his dramatic baton swinging and the 
punch brass stuff and pit pulls. As 
usual Rubinoff does a violin solo. 
He is followed by the Crawfords. 
Unit is 33 minutes, with Crawfords 
and Rubinoff taking 8 minutes each 
additionally to put the stage up 49 
minutes against around 90 minutes 
for the screen fare. Latter includes 
around two minutes of trailers and 
® minutes of Par newsreel stuff. 

Just a passing show. Shan. 


CAPITOL, N. Y. 


New York, Oct. 31. 


Two interpretative action scenes 
@uring the overture and the Ches- 
ter Hale 16-girl line are the house 
contributions this week to a stage 
show that comprises chiefly Horace 
Heidt’s band. The latter does its 
regular routine unassisted, excepting 
for the break-out in ‘one’ by the 
fine, and a flash finale in which the 
girls do a costume walk-on. 


Band makes the show a worthy 
one and departs refreshingly from 
the customary Capitol presentation. 
The Heidt bunch has never worked 
better or more speedily than here 
this week, which is a guarantee of 
entertainment. Helen Hayes’ first 
picture, ‘Sin of Madelon Claudet’ 
(M-G-M), is the feature. It was 
drawing Friday. 


Heidt turn consumes around 39 
minutes for the band and novelties 
on full stage and ‘Lobo 2d’ (police 
dog) out before the drapes. This 
successor to the late original ‘Lobo’ 
is learning fast. Tnat tail-in-the- 
mouth stunt is a feat in locomotion 
that only Clarence Moore seems able 
to instill in a dog of this size. 

Musicians are dolled up in blue 
and white suits with Eton jackets. 
They make a fine appearance in 
front of a rich-looking set. Military 
finish here is the one used by the 
same act in vaudeville, but here 
Heidt’s baton swinging is supple- 
mented by revealment of a second 
stage and a parade by the Hale girls 
in uniform. Noisy and flashy. 

An explanatory slide preceding the 
overture gives promise of a lot of 
things that don’t develop. The title 
is ‘Endowments,’ and the thought is 
that while great men leave behind 
them a fund or a prize for perpetua- 
tion of their names, the humble and 
poor composers’ endowment, music, 
is more permanent. 

-Yasha Bunchuk conducted the pit 
crew through about six composers’ 
stuff, playing a piece for each; with 
stage illustrations for two of them. 
It was dedicated to music, but it 
ducked music for flash after awhile, 
with that flash not confined to 
the stage but incorporated in the 
orchestra's heavy percussion parts 
also. Yasha plays a ’cello solo for 

the only soothing number in the 
overture. 
Talker at 73 minutes runs over 
average. Metro two-reeler and 

Hearst News, also. Earl. 


PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Oct. 30. 
Harold B, Franklin's plunge into 
costly stage shows for the Para- 
mount, coincident with his start as 
operator of this and the United 
Artists, has to date demonstrated 








for him that a 55-man band is no 
His 


gstage draw in Los Angeles. 
use of Maurice Chevalier at $15,000 


last week proved nothing that is 


not known, although the French- 
man’s pull of $36,000 was not quite 
up to expectations. 

With this knowledge before him, 
Franklin's anticipated move is to 
atart slicing his huge band, and this 
in turn will eventually lead him to 
the accepted but not magnetic pol- 
icy of ordinary picture house pre- 
sentations. Another possibility is 
an attempt to build the shows 
around a permanent personality, and 
Paul Ash has been mentioned for 
this mainly because his old pro- 





ducer, Lou McDermott, is staging 
the Paramount shows and still be- 
lieves Ash has that something. 


Meanwhile Franklin, whose initia- 

tive in trying to tempt this cowtown 
with metropolitan stage bills is gen- 
erally admired, has adopted spar- 
ring tactics while deciding what to 
do. The current $5,000 show again 
has David Mendoza’s 55-piece band 
cramped on the stage and looking 
like 25; and parked in a prominent 
place before a piano is Ernesto 
Lecuona, the fetchingly indifferent 
Cuban composer, who was brought 
here with a rumba orchestra for 
Metro’s ‘The Cuban’ and made quite 
a name for himself at picture par- 
ties. 
Leucuona is not unknown in the 
east, having worked a couple of the- 
atres there, but since then he has 
become somewhat of note by com- 
posing ‘Siboney’ and several less 
prominent rumba numbers. He is 
used as the hub of the 55-man band, 
snatching a piano solo now and 
then in his own spotlight and lis- 
tening to the orchestra play most of 
his other compositions. He does it 
with the air of a man who has paid 
to see the show himself, an unusual, 
unposed stage bearing. 


For specialties as the orchestra 
hops from Cuban to Spanish and 
back to Cuban there’s the 16-girl 
ballet grinding a wicked rumba on 
a platform above the band (and 
making it wickeder with tightly 
sashed hips); also Pinelli and Mario, 
who first play the fiddle and sing 
respectively, then come front for a 
rumba set-to which is remindful of 
what bouncers disprove in the dance 
halls. With the Cuban costumes, 
however, it assumes an air of edu- 
cationalism or some such gag. The 
third specialty is ‘Yuba Plays the 
Rumba,’ sung by the male Three 
Cheers, and well. 


A listing of numbers played shows 
that there is too much Spanish and 
Cuban melody to maintain suspense, 
‘Spanish Melodies,’ Leucuona’s ‘Sib- 
oney, and unnamed piano solo by 
Leucuona (his .own), Leucuona’s 
‘Maia My Own,’ ‘Yuba,’ Peanut Ven- 
dor,’ and ‘Karabali.’ But there still 
might have been a chance for it if the 
empty seats hadn’t put a damper 
on everyone, 

Feature was ‘Girls About Town’ 
(Paramount); also Paramount 
News, Columbia’s ‘Football Thrills’ 
and Paramount’s ‘More Gas!’ short. 
Next week’s stage show is ‘My 
Dream of the Big Parade,’ with no 
names and not by courtesy of Izzy 
Herk, Bang. 


STANLEY, J. C. 


Jersey City, Oct. 31. 
Show opens with 12 Stanley Girls 
dressed in men’s patched clothes 
dancing with a scarecrow, apparent- 
ly Dave Hacker, before a drop in 


‘two’ of a huge pumpkin. Hacker 
is clever. 


Ed Lowry appears, orders the 
girls to undress, which they do, and 
dance in short skirts. Lowry uses 
a gag magic stunt. He calls the 
orchestra from the pit to the stage 
and introduces them by name. Thy 
wear short colored smocks, The 
drop raised, the set shows a great 
black cat across the whole back 
drop with small Hallowe'en figures 
and two large cut out pumpkins 
ownstage at the sides, The eyes of 
the cat, the pumpkins and an owl 
flash intermittently. Colored lights 
hang across while the orch plays 
from a many-hued stand in back. 

Lowry sings, leads orch, and 
dances. A solo on a stopped trum- 
pet by a musician pleases. Paul 
Kirkland is funny, first with a lad- 
der which he makes tap as he 
stands on it and then balancing a 
cornucopia which he burns on his 
nose. After much fooling with a 
girl whom he lets tumble, he car- 
ries her over the stage balanced on 
two chairs placed feet to feet. 


With much kidding with Lowry, 
Lillian Dawson sings pleasingly two 
numbers, but her voice is a little 
light for the house. The Maxellos 
stir enthusiasm by two men balanc- 
ing the other three on their feet. 
They add comedy, but the real fun 
comes when they induce Lowry to 
be spun and after much fooling get 
him to act as understander. 


For the finale the girls in high 
headdresses dance, Hacker does his 
stuff and the curtain drops on a 
shower of balloons. Considering the 
Stanley’s equipment, it is a rather 
feeble ending to a good show. 


Lowry does not seem to get as 
good a reception as he deserves. 
Apparently the Stanley first night 
audience is not demonstrative. 
Nothing hailed, but the Maxellos. 

Besides the 48 minutes on the 
stage, Milton Charles, encircled by a 
bright blue light, sings at the con- 
sole through an amplifier, finally 
accompanied by the orch. He plays 
pops for singing with little response. 
Gabriel Hines leads the orchestra, 
rising from the pit, through some 
Southern melodies and this is the 
first time this reviewer has heard 
‘Dixie’ played in a house without a 
ripple of applause. Four shorts, 
‘Clyde Mystery,’ ‘Gadgets, ‘Old 
Paint,’ ‘Bells’ and a Pathe news 
support the feature, ‘Monkey Busi- 
néss.’ 


Not quite capacity, due perhaps 


to a political parade. But the clouds 
in the ceiling are running again, 











86TH ST. 
(Continued from page 36) 


mounts the feet of the risley cradler 
only to kick around a little, strip 
off excess clothes or something 
equally an unshowmanlike. Other- 
wise some of the work impresses 
nicely, a somersault from the catch- 
er’s feet to a one-foot landing 
standing out. On sight act has yery 
much in its favor in the modern 
costuming and neatness of appear- 
ance. 

LaMarr, Boice and Fehl (New 

Acts) on second, Poor material, rou- 
tining and ineffectiveness in the 
man’s work, holding down the two 
girls, spoils chances. 
Around stage and feature vnits 
are Pathe News, Arlo Hults at 
usual organlog and orchestra over- 
ture. Char. 


RKO, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Oct. 29. 
Poor spotting and lack of dancing 
makes this eight-act bill slow mov- 
ing. Three Rounders, acrobats; 
Royal Gascoyne, juggler; Fleurette 
Jeoffrie, lyric soprano, and Her3s 
and Wallace, standard comedy acro- 
bats, are the local contribution. 
Birnes and Kaye, comedy chatter 
and dancing; Duval, magician; 
Karyl Norman and Harry Burns, 
comprise the four-act intact. East- 
ern unit costs $2,900; locals $600. 
First four acts are without laughs. 
Fifth act, Birnes and Kaye, gave 
the first touch. Karyl Norman fol- 
lows with Harry Burns in the next- 
to-shut and having a tough time 
getting started with his sure fire 
comedy. 
Three Rounders are pleasing 
hand-to-hand balancers. Royal Gas- 
coyne’s juggling routine is time- 
worn, his best effort balancing the 
burning newspaper on a cigar which 
is finaily lighted from the paper. 
Received fairly well. 
Duval in the trey spot landed 
nicely with a number of small tricks. 
Flash finish is a cabinet illusion 
which mystified no one but showed 
off his class femme assistant in a 
swell costume, 
Fleurette Jeoffrie next singing 
two numbers to display a good up- 
per register, with much showman- 
ship in the trills. Ends with the 
usual flute and vocal combat. Could 
have encored but was satisfied with 
four bows. 
Karyl Norman followed singing 
three numbers. Announced at the 
end of the first number that he was 
doing ‘character studies’ and wasn't 
a female impersonator. No smali 
part of the Norman act is Jerry 
Green, accompanist, who knows how 
to build up Norman’s singing. Nor- 
man is still using ‘Daisy Days’ as 
his closing number and brings out 
a number of gasps with his gowns. 
Harry Burns with two unpro- 
grammed femme assistant and a 
man trotted out his familiar wop 
routine. He had a tough time get- 
ting early results but warmed up 
after he started to twang his guitar 
with one of the girls, a torchy red- 
head giving the boys an eyeful of 
class figure. Burns’ telephone bit 
about an Italian trying to locate 
his pal in the morgue is Leo Caril- 
lo’s borrowed fav and done to death 
here by him. 
Heras and Wallace, comedy acro- 
bats, closed. Working in wop char- 
acter, they did their opening with 
Burns, all playing guitars. From 
there they went into their regular 
routine. Closed well. 

‘Pagan Lady’ (Col) Pathe news 
clips and cartoon comedy rounded 
out the bill. Business capacity 
downstairs for the second show 
Thursday night. Call, 


Harlem Opera House 


The old Harlem Opera House on 
125th street had been playing pix 
for so long that the vaude world had 
almost forgotten that it was once an 
important link in the New York 
Keith chain. Several years ago the 
theatre was taken over by Manhat- 
tan Playhouses, Inc., which used it 
for straight films only. 

With so many picture houses in 
the nabe and the section becoming 
more thickly populated with Ne- 
groes, the management decided to 
return vaude. Biz had slumped, so 
the Manhattan office figured it 
couldn't lose much for a prelim fling 
at stage shows with the pictures. 

O. H. seats 1,500. Under the new 
vaudfilm policy it opens at 9 a.m., 
and up to noon the admish is 10c. 
That makes it duck soup for the 
colored folk, and they start show 
shopping early at that price. Around 
12:30 or so the first of four stage 
shows for the day is presented. This 
up to Oct. 31 included Don Craw- 
ford’s band on the stage, Shelton 
Brooks as m.c. and working with the 
orchestra; three vaude turns booked 
by A. & B. Dow, Mammy and Her 
Picks, Babby Barry and Co., and 
Three Cuban Flashes. The film 
menu comprised a Fox newsreel, a 
short, Pathe Tom Terris travelog, 
and the feature, ‘Devotion’ (Pathe). 

Afternoon the tariff is 15c. and a 
quarter all over after five bells. At 
the Friday night show there were 
several extra acts, unprogrammed 
but announced from the stage by 
3rooks. These included (Miss) 
Johnnie Tunsill and Lonnie Hender- 
son and Co., both colored. 

The only white act on the bill 
was Bobby Barry’s. And his com- 








edy work here got okay returns, and 
the dancing of both Barry and the 
girl in his act was well received by 
this nearly all-colored audience. 


Brooks as m.c, sandwiched his 
talk and songs at the piano. With 
the Crawford band he strutted a lit- 
tle and camelwalked a bit and did 
some funny little body swings in 
time to the jazzy music that 
struck the Harlem crowd as im- 
mense, 


In starting the stage policy the 
house brought Don Crawford's 
dance band down from a Harlem 
ballroom. The outfit has been play- 
ing up there long enough to have a 
following. 

The Crawford outfit on the stage 
was hot all the way. Crawford may 
not have had any stage ideas, but 
after the O. H. it looks like, with 
augmented musickers and either 
Brooks or an m.c. with it, the col- 
ored aggregation is vaude-bound. 


The regulation colored turns— 
Mammy and her dancing boys, and 
Three Flashes—gave the audience 
what they liked best, hooffing, and 
most all of it was hot and totsy. 
The girl with the Flashes was espe- 
cially well liked in her specialty. 

Extra turns were above average. 
Miss Tunsill was a hit, also the 
Henderson act. The guitar playing 
the songs offered by the young 
woman were effective. 

Around the corner is the Alham- 
bra playing all-colored shows to 
all-colored audiences. In the three 
weeks the O. H. has been giving the 
stage biz the opposish has been af- 
fected. In fact five or six blocks 
away the old Lafayette is also said 
to be feeling the new entry. 

Billed for the 3lst, Nov. 1-2-3 is 
yertrude Saunders and her Broad- 
way Rhythmic Boys, and Boots 
Marshall. That means the depart- 
ure of Brooks and the Crawford 
band. Whether this is wise remains 
to be seen. The Brooks-Crawford 
combo unquestionably had started 
them talking and coming. 

A lot of show for two bits, and 
right in Harlem's back yard. The 
house is getting pictures, and if it 
can keep up its starting stage 
standard all may be well. Mark. 


JEFFERSON 


The 14th street folk are probably 
attending the tennis matches in 


Forest Hills, playing polo in West- 
chester. Then again they may go 
to the Union League club for a 
round of chess or hop over to the 
Waldorf for tea. They may be any- 
where when that first of four shows 
starts on Saturdays at this theatre 
on the street of all nations, because 
they are not in the Jeff. Like most 
men about town and befitting club- 
men of their station, they attend 
the dear old Jeff around 2:15 p.m., 
when the first of the gay festivities 
has been neatly packed away among 
the actors’ regrets backstage. 

Harry Carroll's ‘Challenge Revue’ 
(New Acts) is here for the bookers 
to see. It is a tap dance carnival, 
and looks as though Carroll decided 
to gather all into one act and turn 
on the gas all at once. Managers 
must hate to see a gang of steel 
toe-plated tappers like this hit his 
house because of the wear and tear 
on the hardwood apron. Still the 
sawdust kicking may bring some- 
thing. 

Long Joe Termini, playing a re- 
turn here in less than a year, was 
the Al Capone of this mob. They 
jumped through for Joe and made 
him the pleasure of the afternoon. 
With his fiddle, banjo and guitar 
he made okay music, which he 
mixed up with laughs. Joe gets 
the boys to whistle a tune and 
crosses ’em. Old, but he sells it. 
Looks okay for another repeat. 

Drohan and Dupree were liked. 
Drohan gets laughs with a silly 
Willie laugh, in which he shows 
front teeth blacked out. Miss 
Dupree is a substantial straight and 
has plenty s.,a. Drohan reaches back 
now and then for an old baby, but 
on the whole his material is in the 
selling. They finished nicely with 
a pop in harmony. 

Handers and Millis, assisted by 
two girls and a man, all unbilled, 
are doing the things they have be- 
come identified with over a stretch 
of years in vaude. The two girls 
are peachy lookers and trot out 
some nifty dancing. The man, 
playing a cop in this dizzy court, is 
almost sensational in his few mo- 
ments of an acrobatic eccentric tap 
number. Handers and Millis wig- 
wag their derbies and clown in a 
light manner. The act is frothy 
and silly, but good variety enter- 
tainment. 

Tabor and Greene, two standard 
colored gents, did well in the deuce. 
The boys hop right after their work 
as though enjoying it. The piano 
works into the act nicely, and both 
men sing well. The darky slant on 
comedy is used all through. Mu- 
rand and Girton, mixed team, 
opened. Girl rides a bike for what 
there is to the act. The man’s few 
acrobatics, obviously in as a 
breather for the girl, mean noth- 
ing. Finish trick of girl riding bike 
up a teeter board, over a table in 
& somersault while holding the 
wheel brought a quick response 
from the limited few out front. 


Only six acts instead.of usual 
eight. No news at this perform- 
ance. Screen feature, ‘Road to Sin- 





gapore’ (Warner). Earl, 
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PALACE, CHICAGO 


Chicago, Oct. 31, 
Current bill runs more like & Die. 
ture house stage show unit, bei 
heavy on sight and vocalizing, but 
undernourished in the necessary ine 
timacy of variety entertainm 


en 
Much _instrumentalizing, singtent 
dancing, acrobatics. Four out a 
five have it. Only 


one who 
close to the audience was the ea 


to-cluser, Jim McWilliams 

saved the show for laughs. "Othen 
wise it was a show in which the 
audience sat back and had enter 
tainment thrust at them. a 

Headlining is Louis Arms 
orchestra. This town likes | 
bands with plenty of wah-wah and 
cha-cha and Armstrong Bives it to 
‘em. Band is all Armstrong: the 
other nine men are just there to 
back him. With his cornet, he's all 
over the stage, announcing in his 
breathless sort of way that got to 
this crowd, and even getting away 
with some forget-it-as-soon-ag. 
possible singing. It’s a fast and 
loud session of what has come to be 
expected from colored bands. Oddly 
enough this booking was made in 
New York after the local RKO ob- 
servers were too timid to recom. 
mend it while Armstrong was in 
town last winter at a local cafe. 

Yacopi Troupe, teeter-board hop. 
pers got away slowly with some 
meaningless cape-waving and a sad 
interval in which a femme stamps 
her heels and clacks those castan- 
ets. Finally, they got into line and 
tossed off a routine of somersault- 
ing, shoulder-mounting and tumb- 
ling. 

Martha Morton and Eddie Parks 
should make up their minds; so far 
they seem as confused as the audi- 
ence. They’re trying their hand at 
everything, talk, slapstick, hoke, 
dancing, singing, and other tid-bits, 
but the turn finally closes without 
leaving the necessary impression of 
unity. They are a pair of neat per- 
formers lost in the fog of imitative 
and meaningless ideas. 


Rosette and Luttman have the 
makings of a neat dancing turn, 
spoiled by a fake ending. Entire 
first three-quarters of the turn is 
very good; couched in blues tempo 
and color that sold. Plenty of pro- 
duction atmosphere all the way 
through, good dancing, and clever 
ideas. Until the final number, a dis- 
appointment. 


Introduced by the ‘Minnie the 
Moocher’ theme and worked on a 
special drop set, with Miss Rosette 
in cooch attire and Luttman as a 
sailor. It promised much, some- 
thing at least with solidity to it 
But it panned out like a glass 
diamond. It turned out to be a 
simple one-and-two hoofing nume- 
ber. Two femmes, one the pilaniste, 
worked in the waits with some ex- 
cellent vocal arrangements. They 
add much to the turn. 


Jim McWilliams next and got the 
first good laughs. Armstrong band 
closed. ‘Friends and Lovers’ (Radio) 
feature. House filling nicely at 
close of first performance. 


STATE 


With Eddie Cantor’s name plas 
tered all over town by RKO for his 
Palace showing, the State rushed 
in Eddie’s picture, ‘Palmy Day# 
(UA), to open the same day. Only 


four days between the film’s Rialto 
closing and State opening, a narrow 
protection period, but a point was 
stretched so the State could com- 
pete with the Palace. Remarkable 
to note being that the Palace was 
jammed to capacity, while the State 
was about one-fourth empty down- 
stairs Saturday afternoon. Making 
it look as though Eddie can’t stand 
competition from himself. 

Not that the current State vaude 
bill means anything. It’s just a five- 
act layout. But the vaude has never 
been what drew them in at this 
house (with an occasional headlin- 
ing exception). At the State the 
film is generally the draw. And 
‘Palmy Days’ did nicely by the Rial- 
to for five weeks. 

On the stage end Maurice Col- 
leano and family probably take the 
honors, although deucing. Colleanos 
clever foot-work pleased them . 
this house and the whole layout di 
nicely with the usual routine. 

Hollywood Collegians have the 
closing spot and seem to be head- 
lined. They're a group of 15 horn- 
tooters. One of their lighting ef- 
fects, against a white backgrou 
with neat shadow manipulations, 
fine, but as a whole the band, 
music and antics, all come under 
the head of too brash. ts) 

Four Flash Devils (New a ’ 
open the bill weekly with a medi: 
cre tapping routine and it s me : 
worse by being followed by cm 
no and more hoofing. Milo is SP? 
ted midway with his usual act. > 
hasn't deviated for at least 10 year 
but he’s nice for the youngsters 

Bobby Pinkus, with 4 pees 
blonde assistant, handles the ¢° . 
edy. It’s rough stuff, with pr 


-sistance. His 
falls as the piece de resista looker, 


troneg’s 
S colored 


assistant, besides being 4 patics 
mixes into some of the acro’ <ing 
and sings a song. If she didnt re . 
it ight be much better, ¥U 7 
migh Kauf. 


laugh-getting act. 
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Variety Bills 





NEXT WEEK (NOV. 7) 
THIS WEEK (OCT. 31) 


Numerals in connection with bills below Ind:cate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week 























RKO 





CITY 
SEW, FORK, © 
oval cere Orch 
others ean) 
(31) 


rge Flash 
Rhythm Dancers 
Janet Reade 
Burns & Allen 
George Jessel 


Barr & LaMarr 
Geo McKay 

Milt Douglas 
Radio Stars 

Al Wohlman 
Marion Hardy Co 


ya 
Ist half (7-10) 
Bobby Carbone 
J & M Harkins 
Joe Marks Co 
(Three to fill) 











geen uncomens POSSIBILITIES 
JOE MAY & DOTTY 
the 
“PERSONALITY PAIR” 
clo LeDbY & SMITH 
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Eddie Cantor 
Benny Meroff Orch 


Chester 
ist haif (7-10) 
Bayes & Speck 
Signor Friscoe Co 
(Two to fill) 
2a half (11-13) 
Van Cello & Mary 
Billy Farrell Co 
Yorke & Johnson 
Chas Ahearn 
2a half (4-6) 
Harriett Naurot 
Foster & Van 
Medley & Dupree 
10 Abbott Girls 
Coliseum 
Ist half (7-10) 
Conrad & Eddy 
James Hall 
(Two to fill) 
2a half (11-13) 
J & K Lee 
(Three to fill) 
2a half (4-6) 
Arthur Petley Co 
Joe Wong & Fume 
Ruth Roye 
Yorke & King 
86th St. 
Ist half (7-10) 
Mel Klee 
Yorke & King 


2a half (11-13) 
Joe Mendis 4 
Jack Princeton 
Adelaide Hall 
Irving & Bellin 
Joe Freed Co 

2a half (4-6) 
Russian Art Circus 
Tabor & Greene 
Trini 
Claude & Marion 
Devito & Denny 


BROOKLYN, N. Y. 
Albee (7) 
Bob Ripa 
Marty May 
Friedland’s Show B 
(Two to fill) 
(31) 
Edith Karen Co 
Joe Marks Co 
Boswell Sis 
Puck & White 
Willie West & McG 
Flushing 
ist half (7-10) 
(To ll) 
2a half (11-13) 
Wilson Kepple & B 
Ray Huling & Seal 
Clifford & Marion 
(One to fill) 
2d half (4-6) 
Fiochi Tr 











JEROME MANN 


“A capable M. C.—Impersonations won and 


@erited heavy applause.’ 


'—'Frisce Examiner. 


Week Nov. 5—RKO-Hil St., Les Angeles, Cal. 











(Two to fill) 
2d half (11-13) 
(To fill) 
2d half (4-6) 
4 Sullys 
Pert Kelton 
Marty May 
Friedland’s Show B 


Fordham 

Ist half (7-10) 
Clifford & Marion 
(One to fill) 

2d half (11-13) 
Yorke & King 
(Three to fill) 

Ist half (4-6) 
Bweet & Hot 
Donovan Sis & B 
Mel Klee 
Bert Lahr Co 


klin 

1st half (7-10) 
Barr & Davis 
Mardo & Bennett 
Lester Allen 
News Parade 
Al Wohlman 
3 St. John Bros 

2d half (11-13) 
Ray Stone & Beck 
Haynes & Beck 
Joe Herbert 
Comic Strips 

2a half (4-6) 
Smith & Hart 
Maurice & Vincent 


Joe Termini 
V & E Stanton 
Kate Smith 


Kenmore 


ist half (7-10) 
Deno & Rochelle 
Ray Huling 
Sunkist E Nelson 
Royal Ayenos 

2a half (11-13) 
Sweet & Hot 
Lubin Larry & A 
James Hall 
(One to fill) 

2d half (4-6) 

6 Davellos 

Frank Gabby 
Sally Rand Co 
Collins & Peterson 


Madison 

ist half (7-10) 
Van Cello & Mary 
Billy Farrell Co 
Yorke & Johnson 
Chas Ahearn 

2a half (11-13) 
Joe Marks Co 
Signor Friscoe Co 
(Two to fill) 

2a half (4-6) 
4 Nelsons 
3 Reillys 
Frances & Wally 
Bora Minivitch 














JACK P 


So 
LEDDY 





Supreme Syncopation Satisfies 
the 


SKEPTICAL 


OWELL’S 


Say 
& SMITH 























Lee Port & Dotty 
ara Costa Rey 
Oscar Lorraine 
Adelaide Hall 
Hippodrome (7) 
Bob Stickney 
ecCann Sis 
Joe Termini 
€0 icKa 
Radclitte 4 a. 
arris 2 & L 
Ann Codee oretta 
8 Ovidos 
(31) 
Romaine 


ally Jackson 
Bylvia Froos 
larry Savoy Co 
Tosper & Marat 
Jefferson 
Ist half (7-10) 
1 Holland 
ic Laurie = 
sf n 
velyn Wilsons ie 
Puc ‘ 

Uck & White 
ane Allyn Rev 
8 2d half (11-13) 

tevens Bros 
 & M Harkins 
ews Parade 
Lester Allen 

2d half (4. 
Bob Stickney ™ 


AKRON, O. 
Palace 
ist half (7-19) 
Bernice & Emily 
Hal Neiman 
Shean & Cantor 
Barry & Whitledge 
2d haif (11-13) 
The DeCardos 
Vie Oliver 
Bomby & Gang 
Diamond Boys 
2d half (4-6) 
Gilbert Bros 
Vercell Sis 
Chesleigh & Gibbs 
Gus Van 
ALBANY, N. Y. 
Keith's 
Ist half (7-10) 
Olympia Winners 
Donovan Girls & B 
Britt Wood 
White & Manning 
2d half (11-13) 
Meyers Lubow & R 
Wilson Bros 
Earl Lavere 
4 Ortons 
2d half (4-6) 
Zela Bros 
Sylvia Clark 
Pierce Velie Co 
Lester Allen Co 
ATLANTA, GA. 
Keith's (7) 
Edler & Reed Bros 
Phil Rich 





Rich 
to fill) 
(31) 
Lewis & Altee 
Crowell & Allen 
Ken Blue 
Kingdom for Sale 
BIRM’GH’M, ALA. 
Keith’s (7) 
Lewis & Altee 
Crowell & Allen 
Ben Blue 
Kingdom for Sale 
(31) 
Mulroy McN & R 
Fulton & Parker 
O’Brien & Hewitt 
Carl Shaw Co 
BOSTON, ‘MASS. 
Keith’s (7) 
3 White Flashes 
Chamberlain & H 
Frank Libuse 
H’lly’d Collegians 
31) 


Larry 
(One 


( 
Young Kam Tr 
Atlas Lamar & B 
Britt Wood 
Estelle Taylor 
Fred Sanborne 
BUFFALO, N. Y. 
Hippodrome (7) 
Gilbert Bros 
Donatella Bros Co 
Sid Page Co 
Belle Bennett Co 
Healey & Cross 
31) 
Bill Robinson 
‘Hot from Harlem’ 
CALGARY, CAN. 
Kelith’s (7) 
Lido Ladies 





DAYTON, O. 

Keith’s (7) 
Charles Carrer 
Foy Foy Foy 
Irene Vermillion 
McLallen & Sarah 


| Geo 





(31 
3 Lordens 
Anita Case 
Brems F 
Ledova 
DES MOINES, IA. 
Keith’s 
Ist half (7-10) 
B & T Bow 
Cardini 
Carl Freed Co 
2d half (11-13) 
Dorothy Co 
Reynolds & White 
Sid Marion Co 
2a half (4-6) 
Audrey Wyckoff 
May Joyce 
Wm Edmunds Co 
DETROIT, MICH. 
Hollywood 
Ist half (7-10) 
(To fill) 
2d half (11-13) 
(To fill) 
2d half (4-6) 
Ashley Paige 
5 Elgins 
INDIN’P’LIS, IND. 
Keith’s (7) 
James Evans Co 
Turner Bros 
Nan Halperin 
Eddie Stanley 
Y’gs'rs of Y'’st'rd’y 
" (San 


Szita & Anis 





JAMES 


IKE ROSE’S MIDGETS 


BOOKED SOLID FOR RKO 


Dir., WM. DIAMOND 
PLUNKETT OFFICE 








Coscia & Verdi 
Kitty Doner 
Billy Glason 
(31) 
Kluting’s Co 
Forum Boys 
Sammy Cohen 
Dodge 2 
C’D’R RAPIDS, IA. 
Keith’s 
Ist half (7-10) 
8 Ft of Rhythm 
Furman S & L 
Johnny Barry Co 
2a half (11-13) 
B & T Bow 
Cardini 
Carl Freed Co 
2a half (4-6) 
Maximo 
Mills & Robinson 
Bee & Ray Goman 
CHICAGO, ILL. 
Palace (7) 
Remos’ Midgets 
Ross Wyse Co 
Irene Rich .Co 
Wally Vernon 
Harry Carroll's Co 
(31) 
Yacopi Tr 
Morton & Parks 
Rosette & Luttman 
Jim McWilliams 
L Armstrong Bd 
CINCINNATI, O. 
Albee (7) 
Gloria Lee Co 





El Cleve 

Hurst & Vogt 
Pepper Martin 
Howard Fine & H 
4 Ortons 


KANS. CITY, MO. 
Keith’s (7) 
The Duponts 
Morton & Chandler 
Arnaut Bros 
Frank Richardson 
(31) 


Joe Peanuts 

Nell Kelly 

Maidie & Ray 

Bob Hope & Antics 


LINCOLN, NEB. 
Lyric (7) 
Audrey Wyckoff 
May Joyce 
Wm Edmunds Co 
L’S ANG’L’S, CAL, 
Hillistreet (7) 
Monroe Bros 
Jerome Mann 
Hibbitt & Hartman 
Anatole’s Affairs 
(Two to fill) 
31) 


( 
Rhapsody in Silk 
Birnes & Kaye 
Karyl Norman 
Harry Burns Co 
3 Rounders 
Royal Gascoyne 
Fleurette Jeoffrie 
Heras & Wallace 








BOB CARNEY & JEAN 


FUN FLASHES 


clo LEDDY & SMITH 











Bobby May 
Summers & Hunt 
4 Marx Bros 
(31) 
Remos’ Midgets 
Ross Wyse Co 
Shean & Cantor 
Wally Vernon 
Harry Carroll's Co 
CLEVELAND, QO. 
Palace (7) 
Yacopi Tr 
Morton & Parks 
Rosette & Luttman 
Jim McWilliams 
L Armstrong Bd 
(31) 
Gwynne Co 
Keller Sis & Lynch 


Weaver Bros & E 
Home Folks 
105th St. (7) 


Vardeil Bros 
Yorke & Goldie 
B Wells & 4 Fays 
Emil Boreo 

(31) 
Charles Carrer 
Foy Foy & Foy 
Irene Vermillion 
McLallen & Sarah 


COLUMBUS, QO. 
Keith’s (7) 
Case Bros & Marie 
Castleton M & O 
Harry J Conley 

Fifl D’Orsay 


Bobby May 
4 Marx Bros 
DALLAS, TEXAS 
Keith’s (7) 
Lois Torres 
Eddie Miller 
M & A Skelly 
Pat Rooney 
(31) 
E & J Rooney 
Jack North 
Annie Judy & Zeke 
Lee 2 Co 
DAVENPORT, IA. 
Keith's 
1st half (7-10) 
Maximo 
Mills & Robinson 
Bee & Ray Goman 
2a half (11-13) 
8 Ft of Rhythm 
Furman S & L 
Johnny Barry Co 
2a half (4-6) 
Roundup of Steps 





Galla Rin! & Sis 
Pillard & MRilliard 


LOUISVILLE, KY. 
Keith’s (7) 
Neale Sis 
The Ghezzis 
M’rguerite & Farn’'l 
Russian Revels 
Clyde Cook 
Johnny Perkins 
(31) 
James Evans Co 
Turner Bros 
Hugh Skelly Ce 
Nan Halperin 
Eddie Stanley 
Y’gst’rs of Y’st'rd’y 
MADISON, WIS. 
Keith’s 
Ist half (7-10) 
Sandy Lang Co 
Howe Leonard & K 
Ze'aya 
2d half (11-13) 
Downey & Claridge 
Pall Mall 
Porcelain Romance 
2d half (4- 6) 
A &G Falls 
Dave Vine 
Colby Murry Rev 
MILW’KEE, WIS. 
Keith’s (7) 
Robinson DeWitt 
Ada Brown 
Ferry Corway 
Pop Cameron 
3 Allison Sis 
Dick Henderson 
Kramer & Boyle 
Rimacs & Orch 
MIN’POLIS, MINN. 
Keith's (7) 
3 Allison Sis 
Dick Henderson 
Kramer & Boyle 
timacs & Orch 
( 


Wallace Sis 
Bob Nelson 
Owen McGivney 
Anger & Fair 
NEWARK, N. J. 
Keith’s (7) 
Seiler & Wills 
Cliff Nazarro 
Harry Savoy 
Estelle Taylor 
(3) 
Olympia Winners 
Leary & Craven 
Bud Harris 
Naro Lockford Co 
Ann Codee 
N. ORLEANS, LA. 
Orpheum (7) 
Togo & Cherrg B 
B & J Browne 





Geo Beatty 


& M Bros |} 


| Southern 


Jack er Ty 


) 
Edler & Reed Bros 
Phil Rich 
Larry Rich 
OAKLAND, CAL. 
Keith’s (7) 
Christensen 
Ray Hughes & P 
Bernard & Henrie 
Joe Laurie Jr 
Ma Kennedy Ce 
(3) 
Monroe Bros 
Jerome Mann 
Hibbitt & Hartman 
Anatole’s Affairs 
OKLA. CITY, OK. 
Keith’s (7) 
Tapps 
John Steele 
Harlemania 
Stuart & Lash 
OMAHA, NEB. 
Keith’s (7) 
Gaieties 
Leon Navarra 
Henry Bergman 
Hal Sherman 
(3) 
The Duponts 
Morton & Chandler 
Arnaut Bros 
Frank Richardson 
OTTUMWA, IA. 
Keith’s (7) 
Audrey Wyckoff 
May Joyce 
Wm Edmunds Co 





(3) 
8 Ft of Rhythm 


Sid Marion Co 
ST. LOUIS, MO. 
Kelith’s (7) 

Enos Frazere 
Geraldine & Joe 
Daphne Pollard 
Lew Pollock Co 
Shaw & Leo 


(3) 
Case Bros & Marie 
Castleton M & O 
Harry J Conley 
Fifi D’Orsay 
ST. PAUL, MINN. 
Keith’s (7) 
Wallace Sis 
Bob Nelson 
Owen McGivney 
Anger & Fair 
(3) 
Lita Wales 
Harry Delmar 
(Two to fill) 
SPRINGFIELD 
Orpheum (7) 
Pall Mall 
Porcelain Romance 
(Two to fill) 
SYRACUSE, N. Y. 
Keith’s (7) 
Atlas LaMarr & B 
Weaver Bros & E 
(Two to fill) 


(3) 

Yoki Japs 
Honey Boys 
Wills & Davis 
Marcella’s Dancers 
TACOMA, WASH. 

Keith's (7) 
Aussie & Czech 





Swift, artistic 


have bee 
“News.” 


on 


dance 
interpretive and jazz 
inaugural 


ROBINSON & DeWITT 


Good at 
should 


team. 
Act that 





Furman S & L 
Johnny Barry Co 
PATERSON, N. 
Keith’s 
ist half (7-10) 
Joe Herbert Co 
Meyers Lubow & R 
Jim Burke 
Comic Strips 
2a half (11-13) 
Donahue & Townes 
Boswell Sis 
Harrison & Elmo 
2d half (4-6) 
Harris 2 & Loretta 
Gene Cook Co 
Senator Murphy 
News Parade 
Frank Libuse 
PORTLAND, ORE. 
Keith’s (7) 
Don Valerio 
Will Aubrey 
Seed & Austin 
Gracella & Theo 
(3) 


J. 


Earl Jack & Betty 
Traver & Gray 
Roxy’s Gang 
Lewis & Ames 
ROCHEST’R, N. Y. 
Keith’s (7) 
Yoki Japs 
Honey Boys 
Wills & Davis 
Marcella’s Dancers 
(3) 
Vardell Bros 
Yorke & Goldie 
B Wells & 4 Fays 
Emil Boreo 
ROCKFORD, ILL. 
Keith’s 
ist half (7-10) 
A &G Falls 
Dave Vine 
Colby Murry Rev 
2a half (11-13) 
5 Elgins 
Marion Sunshine 
Hurst & Vogt 
2a half (4-6) 
Sandy Lang Co 
Howe Leonard & K 
Zelaya 
S’CA’M’NTO, CAL. 
Plaza (7 
Earl Jack & Betty 
Fields & Bell 
Roxy’s Gang 
Lewis & aes 
(3) 


Art Henry 
Ann Pritchard 
Cc & J Preisser 


Toto 

SALT LAKE, UT. 
Liberty (7) 

Stanley 2 

Eddie White 

Ross & Bennett 

Runaway 4 


(3) 
Southern Galeties 
Leon Navarra 
Henry Bergman 
Hal Sherman 
S’N ANT’NIO, TX. 

Kelth’s (7) 
E & J Rooney 
Jack North 
Ife 2 Co 
Annie Judy & Zeke 
S’N F’RISCO, CAL. 
Golden Gate (7) 
Ann Pritchard 





Flo Lewis 
Eddie Garr 
Gus Edwards’ 
(3) 
Don Valerio 
Will Aubrey 
Gracella & Theo 
Seed & Austin 
T’RE H’UTE, IND. 
Keith’s 
Jat half (7-16) 
Paris Fashions 
Ashley Page 
Hurst & Vogt 
Marion Sunshine 
5 Elgins 
2a half (11-13) 
Roundup of Steps 
Galla Rini & Sis 
Pillard & Hilliard 
LaBelle Pola 
2a half (4-6) 
Downey & Claridge 
Clark & Smith 
Hunter & Percival 
Singer’s Midgets 
0, O. 
Rivoli (7) 
3 Lordens 
Anita Case 
Brems F & M Bros 
Ledova 


Rev 


(3) 
Robinson & DeWitt 
Ada Brown 
Ferry Corwey 
Pop Cameron 
TORONTO, CAN. 

Hippodrome (7) 
Bill Robinson 
‘Hot from Harlem’ 


(3) 
Ruiz & Bonita 
Al Abbott 
Bomby & Gang 
June Carr 
Monge Tr 
TROY, N. Y. 
Keith’s 
ist half (7-10) 
Arthur Ward 
J & K Lee 
Rose’s Midgets 
24 half (11-13) 
Arleys 
Sylvia Clark 
Pierce Velie Co 
2a half (4-6) 
Walters 2 
Hope Vernon 
Harrison & Deno 
Pilcer & Douglas 
UNION HILL, N.J. 
Keith’s 
ist half (7-10) 
Bentell & Gould 
Lee Lee Lee & Lee 
Teck Murdock Co 
Chas Melson 
2d half (11-13) 
Harvard, M & K 
Pettit & Douglas 
Harmon & Sands 
Washboard R King 
2a half (4-6) 
4 Fantinos 
Fred Pisano Co 
Aunt Jemima Co 
cliff Crain Co 
VANCOUVW’R, B. C. 
Kelith’s (7) 
Kluting’s Enter 
Forum Boys 
Dodge 2 
Sammy Cohen 





Art Henry 


(3) 
Swan Lucille & C 








HARRY 


SAVOY 


DIZZY DOINGS 


clo LEDDY & SMITH 








C & J Preisser 
Toto 
(3) 


The Christensens 
Ray Hughes & P 
Bernard & Henrie 
Joe Laurie Jr 
Ma Kennedy Co 
SCH’N’CT’DY, N.Y. 
Keith’s 
Ist half (7-16) 
Arleys 
Harrison & Elmo 
Sylvia Clark 
Pierce Velie Co 
2d half (11-13) 
Olympia Winners 
Donovan Girls & B 
Britt Wood 
White & Manning 
2d half (4-6) 
Arthur Ward 
JI & K Lee 
Rose's Mi 
SEATTLE, 
Keith's (7) 
Swan Lucille & C 
Lassiter Bros 
Harrington Sis 
Herman Timberg 
(3) 
Aussie & Czech 
Flo Lewis 
Eddfte Garr 
Gus Edwards’ Rev 
Keith's (7) 





Lassiter Bros 
Harrington Sis 

Herman Timberg 
WINNIPEG, 


Harry Delmar 
(Two to fill) 
3 


(3) 
Lido Ladies 
Coscia & Verdi 
Kitty Doner 
Billy Glason 
YONKERS, N. Y. 
Keith’s 

Ist half (7-10) 
Harvard M & K 
Harry Spears Co 
Sweet & Hot 
Jack Pettit 
Buddy Douglas 
W'board Rh’thm K 

2a half (11-13) 
Bente!ll & Gould 
3 Clark Sis 
Ize Lee Lee 
Chas Melson 
Making Talkies 

2@ half (4-€) 
Deno & Rochelle 
Ray Huling & Seal 
Eddie Nelson 
Royal Uyenos 
Hill & Marjorie 
YOUNGSTOWN, 

Keith’s 

Ist half (7-10) 

The De Cardos 


& Lee 


oO. 





SIOUX CITY, 
Dorethy Co 
Rernolds & White 


Vie Olver 





Picture 





Theatres 


a 





Fanchon & Marco 








NEW YORK CITY 

Broadway (31) 
Jans & Whalen 
Bernice Claire 
Jeanette Bradley 
Tevelision 
Albertina Rasch Co 
‘Tip Off’ 

Capitol (30) 
Horace Heidt Bd 
‘Sin of M Claudete’ 


Hippodrome (30) 
Bill Robinson 
‘Smart Woman’ 
CLEVELAND, 

State (30) 
‘Blue Echoes’ 
Bert Frohman 
Lang & Haley 
Gen Omar 


NEW YORK CITY 

Academy 
ist half (6-9) 

‘Limehouse Nights’ 

Wing Wah Tr 

Armanda & Lita 

Warren & Inman 

Don Carroll 

Sunkist Ens 
Audubon 

2nd half (10-12) 








Paramount (30) 
‘Morning N'n & N’ 
Rubinoft 
Ritz Bros 
Allida Vanni 
Duke McHale 
Accordion 5 
Ruby Shaw 





bill.—Dayton | 


‘Girls Agout Town’ 
Roxy (30) 

| ‘Rhapsody of Time’ 

| Beatrice Belkin 

| Patricia Bowman 

Nicholas Daks 

Eugene Henry 

Celia Branz 

Morton Gould 

Von Grona Co 

‘Yellow Ticket’ 

CHICAGO, ILL. 
Oriental (6) 

‘Bandemonium’ 


F Masters Bd 
Jack Pepper Co 
3 Jam Girls 


BUFFALO, N. Y. 
Buffalo (30) 





‘Vacation Days’ 
Zelda Santley 
Charles Manning 


| ‘Susan Lenox’ 


‘G R Q Wallingf'd’ 
DETROIT, MICH. 
Fisher (30) 

{A Friendans’s Rev 

|} Raquel Torres 

} Loretta Dennison 

| Irvinzs Edwards 

Fox (30) 

j ‘Dream {fouse’ I 

1O'Donnell & Blair 

Masters & Gauthier 

| Peg Leg Bates 

|} Louise Glenn 

; Stan Meyers 
Heartbreak’ 

Michigan (30) 

Evans & Mayer 
Bob Nolan 


Lomas Tr 
Alvira Morton 
Griant Rains & Y¥ 
‘Girls About Town’ 
PHILADELPHIA 
Grand (30) 
Frances White 
Teddy Joyce 
‘Phantom of Paris’ 
PROVIDNCE, R. I. 
Fay’s (30) 
Andre DeVal 
Kruegel & Robles 
Fuller Bros & Sis 
Edison & Louise 
‘lleartbreak’ 











Loew 


J 





NEW YORK CITY 
Boulevard 
ist half (7-10) 
Wilson-Kep’ & B'y 
La Paul 
Joe-May & Dotty 


Eliz Brice Co 
Jack Janis Co 
Terrell & F’cett 
Bud & E Coll 

2nd half (11-13) 
Jim Reynolds 





“GREETINGS” IDEA 


BUSTER and BROWN 


Appreciation to Fanchon & Marco and 
our pal, Hyman Schallman 








B Barton Orch 
2nd half (11-13) 
Geo Herman 
Eliz~ Brice Co 
Don Santos & Exie 
Livingston-Blue, R’ 
Pilcer-Douglas Co 
Orpheum 
lst half (7-10) 
Jim Reynolds 
Wilton & Weber 
Cham & Clements 
(Two to fill) 
2nd half (11-13) 
Jos Blank Co 
Rome & Dunn 
Milo 
Betty Mooney Co 
(One to fill) 
Paradise (7) 
Tiny Town Rev 
Red Donahue 
George Lyons 
State (7) 
Kitchen Pirates 
H Foster Welch 
Trixie Friganza 
Wm & Joe Mandel 
(Two to fill) 
BROOKLYN, N. Y. 
Bay Ridge 
Ist half (7-10) 
4 Dough Boys 
Davey & Rosemary 
Gordon-Reed & K' 
(One to fill) 
2nd half (11-13) 
Don Galvin 


Heller & Reilly 
Kikutas Japs 
(Two to fill) 
BALTIMORE, MD. 
Century (7) 
Milton Berle 
Maureen Rio 
4 Monitors 
12 Navy Steppers 
BOSTON, MASS. 
Orpheum (7) 
Lohse & Sterling 
Eddie O'Rourke 
Millard & Marlin 
Polly Moran 
Jean Carroll Co 
CHICAGO, ILL. 
Iaop (7) 
Gordon & Day 
Lydia Harris 
West Lake & Hane 
Mae Murray 
Bobby Henshaw 
Howard Fine & H 
CLEVELAND, QO. 
State (7) 
Ted Lewis Orch 
COLUMBUS, QO. 
Ohio (7) 
Adler & Bradford 
Roma Bros 
Lee Barton Evans 
Sylvia Miller 
Trado Twins 
Wm Hainew 
JERSEY CY., N. J. 
Loew's (7) 
Hal Yates 








AND COMPANY 
“BALLET SENSATIONS” 











46th St. 


ist half (7-10) 
Sandy Derson Co 
Don Santos & Exie 
Russell & Armst’g 
Rhythm in Blue 
(One to fill) 
2nd half (11-13) 
Peggy Calvert 
Eddie Hanely Co 
Joe-May & Dotty 
Bud & Ele’nor Coll 
(One to fill) 


Gates Ave. 


Ist half (7-10) 
Don Galvin 
Ray & Harrison 
Gray Fam 
(Two to fill) 

2nd half (11-13) 
Janet May 
4 Dough Boys 
Benny Ross Co 
Roye & Maye Rev 
(One to fill) 


Metropolitan 


Honey Fam 

Kaye & Sayre 
Jean Bedini Co 
Jimmy Savo 

Jean & Linton Rev 


Pitk 
Ist half 
Janet May 
Lang & Lawley 
Benny Ross Co 
Betty Mooney Co 
(One to fill) 
2nd half (11-13) 
Ruth Sherry Co 
Russell & Armst’ng 
T & R Romaine Co 
Gordon-Reed & K’ 
(One to fill) 
Valencia (7) 
B Davis Gang 
ASTORIA, L. I. 
Triboro 
ist half (7-10) 
Geo Hermann 


(7) 


in 
(7-10) 


Direction of Roger Murrel 
This Week: R-K-O Golden Gate Theatre, San 
Franciseo, Cal. 
Art Harris Co Larry Adler 
Bob Murphy Co 3 Rio Bros 
Great Leon Maddon & Clarke 
One to fill 
a ie MONTREAL, CAN. 


Loew's (7) 


Hector & Pals 
Don Cummings Co 
Armida Co 

Dezso Retter 
Jerry Co 


NEWARE, N. J. 
State (7) 
Baker-Dove & Al'n 
Amanda Randolph 
Harry Kahne Co 
Bobby Pinkus Co 
Dave Jones Co 


PITTSBURGH, PA, 
Penn (7) 
Dave Schooler 
Julia Curtis 
O'Connor Fam 


ROCHESTER, 

Loew's (7) 
Bert Frohman 
Lang & Haley 
Ben Omar 


SYRACUSE, N. Y. 
State (7) 


Lottie Mayer 
Fritz & J Hubert 
Carl Emmy’s Pets 
Horton Spurr 


WASH’GTON, 
Loew's (7) 

Paul Keast 

Stetson 

Anita Avila 

Mills-Kirk & M’'tin 

6 Colored Men 


YONKERS, N. Y. 
Loew's 

Ist half (7-10) 
Milo 
Kikutas Japs 
(Two to fill) 

2nd half (11-13) 
Pasquali Bros 
S Derson Co 
Carlton & Ballew 
Gerardo & N'ne Co 
(One to fill) 


N.Y. 


D.C. 





Diamond Boys 
Koran 

2a half (11-13) 
Bernice & Emily 
Hal Neiman 
Barry & Whitledge 





Koran 

2a half (4-6) 
Donateila Bros Co 
Rube Demarest 
Belle Bennett Co 
Healey & Cross 





‘Limehouse Nights’ 
Wing Wah Tr 
Armanda & Lita 
Warren & Inman 
Don Carroll 
nk Ens 
| ATLANTA, GA, 
| Fox (6) 
‘Carmenesque’ I 
Melino & Davis 
Rose Valyda 
| Raye Saxe 
| 3 Matadors 
Madrinas 
Sunkist Ens 
BOSTON, MASS, 
Metropolitan (6) 
‘8 Big Figures’ I 
5 Jansleys 
Haline Frances 


Sunkist 





Harold Stanton 


MILWAUK’E, WIS. 
Wisconsin (6) 
‘Gay Vienna’ I ‘ 
Duci de Karekjarté 

Gaudsmith Bros 
Rena & Rathburn 
Woodland & Smoot 
Carla Torney Ens 
MIN’POLIS, MINN, 
Minnesota (6) 
‘Nursery Rhymes’I 
Tom Particola 
Lucille Sis 
Schichils W'rettes 
Barbarina & Pal 
Novelty Clinton 
Sunkist Ens 
NEW HAVEN, CT. 
Palace (6) 
‘Art Galleries’ I 
Felovis 
Ed Co'e 
Bob, Andy 
Josephine 
The Gathalots 
Olga & Lester 
Herculean $3 
LaMarr Bros 
Mavis & Ted 
Marian & Kathryne 
N. ORLEANS, LA. 
State (6) 


& Toda 








EXCLUSIVELY DESIGNED 
GARMENTS FOR 


GENTLEMEN 


EN RO 








Lou Barrison 
Muriel Gardener 
Sunkist Ens 
BRIDGEPORT, CT. 
‘ox Poli (6) 
‘Five Races’ I 
Frank Jenks 
Danny Small Ceo 
Adams Sis 
Kanazawa Tr 
Chief Clear Sky 
BROOKLYN, N. 
Fox (6) 
‘Marches Militaire’ 
Charles Irwin 
Large & Morgner 
Rodney & Gould 
Sunkist Ens 
BUFFALO, N. Y¥. 
Buffalo (6) 
‘Circus Days’ I 
Bee Starr 
Lil St Leon Co 
Hooper & Gatchett 
Nelson’s Elephants 
C Sayton Co 
CHICAGO, ILL. 
Chicago (6) 
‘Black & White’ I 
Geo D Washington 
Clifton & Brent 
Dolly Kramer 
Rose Glesby 
Marie LeFlohic 


¥. 


‘Broken Dolls’ I 
C Bennington Bd 
Mowatt & Hardy 
3 Comets 
Gauthier’s H’ Doge 
Edward Hill 
Sunkist Ens 
OAKLAND, CAL 
Oakland (5) 
‘Stage Door’ I 
Bob Hall 
Webster & Marine 
Constance Evans 
Harney & Connors 
Vina Zolle 
Sunkist Ens 
PHIL’D’PHIA, PAs 
Fox (6) 
‘Exotique’ I 
Claudia Coleman 
Graumann, H’ & ¥W* 
Ramon & Virginia 
Eno Tr 
Elmer Herling 
Sunkist Ens 
PORTLAND, OBR 
ig mee (6) 
‘Tin Types’ 
Presslar & Klaise “7 
Aaron Sis 
Cy Landry 
Oscar Taylor 
Marie Remington 





Sunkist Ens 





DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 


1560 Broadway 
This Week: Joseph K. Watson—Billy Goldie 











Margaret A’e Head 

Sunkist Ens 
Paradise (6) 

‘Cozy Corner’ I 

Ruth Roland 

A & Son LaMonte 

Rector & Doreen 

3 Jays 

Frank Rogers 
Tivon (6) 

‘Modern M’strels’ I 

Tyler Mason 

Orren & Monte 

3 Page Boys 

Harry Von Fossen 

Mark Nelson 

Geo Boyce 

Esther Campbell 
Uptown (6) 

‘Yesterday Stars’ I 

Eva Tanguay 

Corinne 

Hank Brown 

Bert Jordan 

Hi Tom Ward 

Tom Kelly 

Rice & Cady 

Sylvia & Joyce 

Cho Cho 

G Harrison Co-Eds 

Alexander & E’elyn 

Freddie Ford 

DETROIT, MICH. 

Fox (6) 

‘Hacienda’ I 

Sue Russell 

Hinky & Dinky 

Doyle & Donnelly 

5 Geras 


SAN FR’SCO, CAIs 
Fox (5) 
‘Fine Feathers’ I 
The Novelle Bros 
Edna Covey 
Emilie & Romaine 
Arthur La Fleur 
Sunkist Ens 


SEATTLE, WASH. 
6th Ave. (6) 


‘Parasols’ I 

G Sheldon & Shery 
Capt Willie Mauss 
Mignone 

Anthony 

Ray Angwin 
Sunkist Ens 


SPOKANE, WASE 
Fox (7) 


‘Montmartre’ I 
Joe Jackson 
Delores, D’ & Edéy 
The Duval Sis 
Don Julian & “rt 
David Robel 
James La Marr 
B’her de Valery Ce 
SP’GFIELD, MASS, 
Fox Poli (6) 
‘Vacation Days’ I 
Zelda Santley 
3 Jacks & Queen 
Wilmot & Peters 
Kirk & Lawrence 
Kathleen Kay 
Sunkist Ens 

















Try 





TOILETRIES 





Are Available at VANITEE MAKE-UP 
SHOP, 160 West 46th St., New York 
My Foundation Cream—$.75 








6 Gordonians 
Adriana 
HARTFORD, CT. 
Capitol (6) 
‘Sketches’ I 
Allen & Canfield 
Franklyn D’Amore 
Limerlegs Edwards 
Duke Art 
Mildred Perlee 
Frank Hopkinson 


Sunkist Ens 
HOT/WOOD, CAL. 
Pantages (5) 


‘Carnival’ I 

Raynor Lehr Co 

The Andresens 

Teddy, the Bear 

Cropley & Violet 

C Torney Ens 

IND’APOLIS, IND. 
Indiana (6) 

‘About Town’ I 

Ted & Al Waldman 

Max & Co 

Ben Dova 

Paul Olsen 

Joe Pasco 

Sunkist Ens 

LOS A’G’L’S, CAL. 

Locw’'s State (4) 

‘Manhattan’ I 

| Jack Sidney 

| Bruno Weiss 3 

Jack Lester 

Lucille 

Sunkist Ens 





8T. LOUIS, MO, 
Fox (6) 
‘All at Sea’ I 
Ben Bard 
Lester & Garson 
June Worth 
Gregory & Raymors 
Matt Brooks 
Sunkist Ens 
TOLEDO, O. 
Paramount (6) 
‘Hot Java’ I 
Jim McDonald Ce 
Armanda Chirot 
Noree 
3 Samuels Bros 
Vincent Yerro 
Sunkist Ens 
ONTARIO, CAN, 
Imperial (6) 
O'Donnell & Biair 
Masters & Gauthier 
Peg Leg Bates 
Louise Glenn 
Sunkist Ens 
VANCOUVER. B.C, 
Strand (6) 
‘Co-Eds’ I 
Bussey & Case 
Hubert Dyer Co 
Griffith & Westosa 
Twinkle Twins 
Doyle 4 
Jack Frost 
Lois & Tudy 





Accordion 6 
Sunkist Ens 


(Continued on page 62) 






































40 VARIETY 


No Football Game 
For Premier’s Child, 
All Because of Film 


Washington, Nov. 2. 

George Akerson, now a Para- 
mount executive, who used to be 
President Heover's private 
tary, came down here during the 
Hoover-Laval conferences to ar- 
range for a few feet of film. It hap- 
pened that Josette, daughter of the 
French premier, had her heart set 
on seeing the Princeton-Navy game, 
but never got there because the 
White House was insistent upon 
these pictures being taken—to help 
out an old friend. 

Josette translated her father’s 
conversation while the football spe- 
cial pulled out of Washington and 
she was mad. Refused to do any- 
thing else that day. Peculiar thing 
about it all is that these same pic- 
tures are barred from France 
through an order, written by Pre- 
mier Laval himself, which is to the 
effect that no member of the Pre- 
mier’s family, outside of himself, 
shall be seen on a screen. 


MOTHS ATE $150 WORTH 
OF MISS DAVIES’ COAT 











ecu: 











TIMES SQUWARE—SPORTS 
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Pictures of Foul 





Seattle, Nov. 2. 

Local shots taken of the 
Washington-Oregon university 
football game chanced to show 
a disputed play, in its entirety. 
When President Spencer of the 
Washington U saw the pictures 
he was quoted as saying there 
was no doubt Oregon made a 
touchdown on an illegal for- 
ward pass. 

Once in the prints, it led to 
resentment at Oregon U, 80 
much that it looked like the 
picture would lead to breaking 
relations between the two uni- 
versities. 

Final result, Spencer denied 
the interview. 

Rule involved was that for- 
ward pass must be made five or 
more yards back of line of 
scrimmage. The moving pic- 
ture, shown at the Paramount 
theatre, clearly showed the 
Oregon half back running for- 
ward to within two yards of 
line of scrimmage when he 
passed forward, Oregon com- 
pleting the pass and getting 
within a yard of the goal line. 
Touchdown came on the next 
play. 

Referees called the f.p. okay, 
but pictures showed them all 
wet. 














Lou Davies, platinum blonde 
singer won $150 verdict in West 


Side Municipal Court. Miss Davies 
lives at the Landseer, 245 West 51st 
street. She sued Joseph Drexler for 
$1,000. Drexler is a furrier in the 
Hotel America. Miss Davies is the 
owner of a Russian sable coat, she 
said, she paid $2,500 for. 

The singer was engaged at a club 
out of town. She wired to Drexler 
to send her coat. He had held it 
on storage, she said. When re- 
ceived it was well moth eaten. Ex- 
perts testified that the coat could 
be put in condition for $150. 

Jean McKean, singer, 328 West 
47th street and Mrs. Jack Teagarden 
testified for Miss Davies. Latter 
cried when the coat was exhibited. 


Strolling to the Coast 


Des Moines, Nov. 2. 

Jimmy and Frank DeMeo, Bernard 
Valente and Louis Seppy of Phila- 
delphia have revived the barn- 
storming act here with accordions 
and are tying up traffic daily. 

Unable to book their act, the 
Italian boys are passing the hat to 
the street crowds with daily intake 
reported good. By the time they 
hit Hollywood they will be well up- 
holstered. 











Hollywood at Berkeley 


Hollywood, Nov. 2. 

Quite a large group of Hollywood 
football fans trekked the 400 miles 
north to see the U. S. C.-California 
game at Berkeley, traveling by 
auto, train, boat and plane. 

Buster Keaton had a trainload of 
friends along, who filled a whole 
floor in a San Francisco hotel. Tom 
and Mrs. Reed attended, going by 
boat, and William and Mrs. Holden. 
Billie Dove and a boy friend also 
sitting on the 60-yard line, but 
few people recogned the star. Danny 
Hall, Stanley Fleischer, of Uni- 
versal, and representatives of near- 
ly every studio attended the game, 
which unexpectedly turned out to 
be close instead of a track meet for 
U.S.C. as the dopesters predicted. 


MARRIAGES 


Mrs. Isabel Craven Dilworth Tel- 
legen to Count Danneskold Samsoe, 
Salem, N. J., Oct. 24. Bride is the 
divorced wife of Lou Tellegen. 

Mrs. Florence Easton to Stanley 
Rogers, at Bedford, N. Y., Oct. 23. 
Bride was for many years with Met 
opera. Groom is a broker. 

Daucelena Von Elster, 





non-pro, 


to Don Bechtold, in Santa Barbara, 
Groom is treasurer 
at the Belasco theatre, Los Angeles. 

Elizabeth Hasen to Arthur Higgs, 


Calif., Oct. 21. 


non-pro, in Los Angeles, Oct. 24 


Bride is telephone operator at the 


Belasco theatre, Los Angeles. 


Geraldine Pennington, non-pro, to 
Hal Pettijohn, in Los Angeles, Nov. 
Groom is assistant treasurer at 


2. 
the Belasco theatre, Los Angeles. 


Ruth Eliery to Steve Hannagan, 


Port Chester, N. Y., 
Groom is magazine writer and pub- 
licity man, 

Mary Virginia Ashcraft, pictures, 
to Charles Bohny non-pro, Nov. 1 
in Hollywood. Groom is brother of 


last week. 


Harpooned Trapped Whale 


Portland, Ore., Nov. 2. 
This burge’s whale which trapped 
itself between bridges here, 100 
miles from the sea, brought more 
fireworks dead than alive. Authori- 
ties banned shooting at it. Ed and 


Joe Lessard went harpooning and 
bagged the big sea beast. Lessards 
were arrested for wanton destruc- 
tion of wild life. They had planned 
to exhibit the dead whale for a dime 
gate. While they were in the hoose- 
gow, two hi-jackers stole the whale 
from the bottom of the river and 
hauled it up for exhibition. One 
of the whale hi-jackers, R. Tim- 
merman, had been previously ar- 
rested for shooting at the whale. 
Biz is brisk at a nickel and dime 
to see the dead sea beast. 








Didn’t Break Light, Says 
Elliott of Cleveland 


Charles Elliott, Cleveland, stop- 
ping at the Century Hotel, was 
freed in West Side Court by Magis- 
trate Maurice Gotlieb on the charge 


of breaking a side window in Dinty 
Moore’s restaurant. 

Elliott had been with several 
friends. He was walking east 
through 46th street when Joseph 
Jopez, employe of Dinty’s called 
cop, Jerome Conolly, of the West 
47th street station and had Elliott 
arrested, 

Lopez told the Court that Elliott 
had been with several friends and 
he (Lopez) saw Elliott crash the 
sidelight. Elliott denied the charge. 
He spent the night in West 47th 
street station house. 





Stahl East to Wed 


Hollywood, Nov. 2. 


John M. Stahl, Universal director, 
left Sunday night (1) for New York, 
as did Roxanna Ray, former wife 
of Al Ray, comedy director. They 
will be married in New York. 

With the couple are the two Ray 
children and Mrs. Ray's father and 
mother. 


COLORED BOYS DISMISSED 


Negro Taxi Driver Had Charged 
Them With Felonious Assault 








Complaint of felonious assault 
brought against Buck and Bubbles 
(Ford Lee Washington and John W. 
Sublet), colored, by Obadiah Grey, 
Negro taxi driver, was dismissed 
Friday (23) in Magistrate’s Court, 
New York. 

The colored dancers got into court 
following a free for all between 
themselves and the taxi driver 
in September. The twosome were 
driving down 7th avenue in a 
newly purchased car. Grey, it is 
charged, refused to allow the actors 
to pass, with the two autos jam- 
ming and a fight ensuing. 


HARRY HILLMAN BACK 
FROM COAST FOR TRIAL 


Harry Hillman, son of Frank Hill- 
man, owner of the Hotel Bancroft, 
West 72nd street, was brought back 
from Los Angeles last week to 
answer the charge of grand larceny 
made by Muriel Stern, an heiress 
whom he jilted to marry Edna Lee 
Grant, actress. Miss Grant also re- 
turned to New York. Hiliman was 
released under $5,000 bail after 
pleading not guilty to the indict- 
ment. 

According to Miss Stern, who 
lives at 440 West End avenue, she 
was engaged to marry Hillman last 
spring. Shortly before the wedding 
he asked her to loan him $15,000 to 
open a poultry business. She gave 
him $5,000. Instead of engaging in 
that kind of poultry, she claims, 
he spent her money on Broadway 
chickens, winding up by eloping to 
California with Miss Grant. 

Miss Stern said she did not mind 
the money so much but that he had 
spent it on other women made her 
sore, 











GIRL LEGGER’S SENTENCE 


Fine and Jail Term Suspended On 
Viola Gravelle 








New Bedford, Mass., Nov. 2. 


Viola Gravelle, show girl who 
says her home is in this city, was 
fined $50, given a six months’ sus- 
pended sentence in jail and placed 
on probation for a year when she 
pleaded guilty in Federal court to 
violating the prohibition law. 
Viola was accused of facilitating 
the transportation and concealment 
of smuggled liquor at Nantucket 
Aug. 19. The government alleged 
she had handled 4% bottles of foreign 
liquors knowing they had been 
smuggled. 

The girl was suspected of sup- 
plying the summer visitors at Nan- 
tucket and Martha’s Vineyard. She 
was arrested at the Nantucket 
wharf as she started to drive a 
sedan from an island boat. 





Quodbach Divorced 


Chicago, Nov. 2. 
Al Quodbach, owner of the Gra- 
nada cafe, found himself minus a 
wife and unable to get another 
one for at least one year following 


the divorce granted Marjorie 
O’Rourke Quodbach. 
Decree was’ granted on an 


amended cross bill filed by Mrs. 
Quodbach, charging cruelty, after 
Quodbach started the first suit and 
named desertion. In the settlement 
Mrs. Quodbach gets $11,000 in lieu 
of alimony. She also insisted on 
that year’s proviso to keep Quod- 





bach in tow. 
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Billie Dove. 


Probable Football Winners 
and Proper Odds 


By Sid Silverman 


(Predictions based on fair weather) 
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The College Slant 


In the program for the 
Princeton-Michigan game a 
column, ‘After the Game,’ was 
devoted to night club recom- 
mendations. The collegiate in- 
former, asterisking the spots 
where the boys ‘Better dress, 
but not obligatory,’ and notat- 
ing the places where formal 
attire is essential, had the foil- 
lowing to say on some of the 
clubs: 

‘Club El Patio—A smart 
after theatre crowd being en- 
tertained....’ 

‘Club Lido-An old favorite 
reopens....Must dress.’ 

‘Broadway Atmosphere — 
With noisy crowds, rough but 
fairly entertaining revues, and 
no cover charge....’ 

‘Harlem—You'll have to find 
the various ha-cha-cha dives 
for yourself; but two of the 
established... .etc.’ 

Listing of all places included 
the address and phone num- 
ber. 














Orsatti’s Debts 


Hollywood, Nov 2, 

Having only $6,750 in assets 
against $66,203 he owes, Frank Or- 
satti, agent with Milton Bren and 
recently Harry Weber, filed bank- 
ruptcy papers. 

Debts listed include $22,925 in a 
judgment to Block Brothers and 
$15,000 owed Tony Foster. Others 
are $2,000 to Al Green, $1,561 to 
Loeb, Walker & Loeb, attorneys; 
$1,411 to the Roosevelt hotel and 
$1,170 to Joe Zemansky. 

Biggest asset is $4,300 due from 
Cc. S. Seymour. 








Grodman and Braunstein 
Held in Bail for Trial 


Despite intimidations from a co- 
terie of friends of two men arrested 
for coercion, Jack Marcus, propri- 
etor of the Hotel Stanley, 124 West 
47th street, appeared in West Side 
Court before Magistrate Maurice 
Gotlieb to prosecute. 

The defendants, Jack Grodman, 
22, 1420 Prospect avenue, Bronx, 
chauffeur, and Dave Braunstein, 
28, 1120 Manor avenue, Bronx, were 
first arrested on the charge of at- 
tempted extortion by Detective 
Hymie Levine and John Morrissey 
of headquarters. Asst. Dist. Att. 
Phil Wagner. directed the com- 
plaint be changed to coercion. 

Marcus came to court accom- 
panied by his wife. As he was leav- 
ing the building a group of friends 
of the defedants menacingly gath- 
ered around Marcus and warned 
him to cease prosecuting. Levine 
and Morrissey learned of it. The 
mobsters beat it when they learned 
the sleuths had been apprised of 
the warning. 

The defendants told Marcus to go 
to Mary Brown Warburton and 
have her settle a pending suit for 
$20,000. Marcus laughed at the pair. 
He had been approached by an- 
other pair a few days prior and 
given the same message. Grodman 
and Braunstein are alleged to have 
threatened Marcus if he _ didn’t 
earry out their bidding. 

Levine and Morrissey told re- 
porters they understood Mrs. Ted 
Healy, wife of the actor, had 
brought suit against Mary Brown 
Warburton charging alienation of 
Ted's affections. This suit, the 
cops asserted, had been filed. Mary 
Brown Warburton is socially prom- 
inent. 

Attorney Vogelstein for the de- 
fendants waived examination. The 
defendants were held in bail for 
trial in Special Sessions. 





Dismiss Girl’s Damage 
Suit Against McNamee 





Dedham, Mass., Nov. 2. 

The $25,000 damage suit brought 
against Graham McNamee, radio 
announcer, by Sylvia Cushman, 
actress and newspaper writer, has 
been dropped from the trial list in 
Superior court, Dedham, Filed in 
1926, the suit was stricken from the 
list because of lack of prosecution 
on the part of the plaintiff. 

Miss Cushman charged that Mc- 
Namee had attacked and beaten her 
in a New York hotel. At the time 
she filed her suit she had just been 
adopted by Miss Harriet Hobbs, 
wealthy resident of Brookline. 

McNamee filed a reply to the suit, 
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denying the charge 








Alleged $5,000 Shake On 
Newark Dance Jams Up 
Local Police—Sherit 


Newark, N. J., Noy, 2, 
The ‘Mad Marathon’ dance Tun 





a great political scrap. After it had 
run successfully for a week the PO- 
lice, led by Director 
nonuced that an attempt 
ly by men in the sheriff’s 0 

made to shake down Geeastat 
Ruty, the Atlantic City Promoter of 
the dance, for $5,000. The stor 
went than Enoch Johnson, the — 
of Atlantic City, was to get in touch, 
with George W. Davis, a Politician 
here, and put up the $5,000. It wag 
said that conferences were held on 
this, and that Ruty was willing to 
pay the money, but he Stated that 
Egan told him if he did pay the po. 
lice would close the dance, 


Sheriff Harry Huelsenbeck, who is 
a Republican, while Egan is a Dem- 
ocrat, announced that he would 
close the dance. The Police stated 
that if he did they would arrest the 
sheriff. Ruty said he would refuse 
to sign a complaint over the at- 


(Continued on page 62) 


20 Years for Roy Schuster 


Roy W. Schuster, dancer, was 
sentenced from 20 years to life im- 
prisonment yesterday (Monday) by 
Judge Charles C. Knott of Genera! 
Sessions. Schuster was found guilty 
of shooting and killing hig wife, 
Amy Schuster, in the office of her 
lawyer, Israel Siegal on May 2, 193), 


His wife, also a dancer, was shot 
following an altercation at the at- 
torney's office. Mrs. Schuster had 
refused to return to her husband 
and insisted he keep up with his 
alimony payments, 


Schuster pleaded temporary in- 
sanity as a defense. 


Egan, an. 
» 4Dparent. 








Harry Stein May Get 
15-30 Yrs. for Robbery 


Harry Stein, ex-convict, and a 
cross between a gigolo and a rough- 
neck, was convicted before a jury 
and Judge Joseph E. Corrigan in 
General Sessions of robbery in the 
second degree last Friday. He will 
be sentenced to not less than 15 
years and possibly 30 years next 
Friday. Stein last June was ac- 
quitted of the murder of Vivian 
Gordon, who was found strangled 
to death in the Bronx. Miss Gor- 
don was also of the Broadway prey- 
ing type. 

Stein was indicted for robbery in 
the first degree on the compaint of 
Mrs. Lola E, Baker, dressmaker, of 
61 West 51st street. She charged 
him with chloroforming her in her 
apartment in April, 1930, and steal- 
ing jewelry valued at $2,000, He 
escaped but when his picture was 
published in the newspapers in 
connection with the Gordon case 
she identified him as the man who 
had robbed her. His indictment in 
Manhattan followed. 


Mrs. Baker said she first met 
Stein, who called himself Charlie 
Brooks when he phoned her home 
and asked for a girl friend who had 
been staying with her. He invited 
himself to call. Mrs. Baker fell for 
him. One night they were seated in 
her apartment when she says he 
placed a handkerchief over he 
mouth. She flopped and the next 
thing she knew he had disappered 
with several rings and @ 
watch. 


Besides being mixed up in thé 
Gordon case, Stein has a long police 
record. In 1922 he was convicted 
of robbing another woman in thé 
same fashion as he did in the Baket 
case and was sentenced to 10 years 
He also served a term for desertion 
from the army. 


In the Baker case he put up 
alibi defense as he had in the Go 
don case. His mother, and two si 
ters, showgirls, claimed he was 
home on the night of the robbery: 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Lucien Littlefield 
Oct. 25 in Hollywood, son. Fathé 
is in pictures. h, 

Mr. and Mrs. Francis rene 
son, at Cedars of Lebanon hosp! at 
in Hollywood. Father is 4 bajar 
RKO-Pathe and mother is kne 





Mr. and Mrs. Walter Walters 
New York, Oct. 39, 
Father is the ventriloquist. 





ning at Dreamland park has caused | 


professionally as Elizabeth Mere. 





eee 











: 
W 


In’ 
fare’ 


enga 
Eng! 
Gerr 
ribb 
high 
effor 


Skat; 
gang 
hosp 
brair 
from 
floor 


wher 
neck 
her { 
remo 
cons: 





x 
, 


*- 


931 


——— 


On 
s Up | 
e 
heriff 
lov, 2, 
ce Tun. | 
Caused ] 
r it hag 
the po. 
in, an. 
Parent. 
ice, wag ; 
Tse 1, 
hoter of 
® story 
he bosg 
N touch 
litician 
It was 
held on 
lling to 


ed that 
the po. 





, Who fs 
a Dem- 

would 
> stated 
rest the 
l refuse 
the at- 


) 


luster 


or, Was 
life im- 
lay) by 
General 
d guilty 
is wife, 
of her 
2, 1931, 
ras shot 
the at- 
ter had 
nusband 
vith his 


ary in- 


bbery 


and a 
, rough- 
a jury 
igan in 
r in the 
He will 
than 16 
rs next 
yas ac- 
Vivian 
rangled 
ss Gor- 
Ly prey- 


»ybery in 
paint of 
aker, of 
charged 
r in her 
d steal- 
00, He 
ure was 
pers in 
on case 
lan who 
ment in 


rst met 
Charlie 
er home 
who had 
. invited 
- fell for 
eated in 
says he 
yer her 
the next 
sappered 
a wrist 


. in the 
ig police 
onvicted 
1 in the 
ne Baker 
10 years 
jesertion , 


it up 42 
the Gor 
two sis- 
he was 
obbery: 


ittlefield, 
Father 


Farago! 
: nospit#! 








writer 8 





Tuesday, November 3, 1931 








TIMES SQUARE 


race 








They Can't Take It, Meaning Barnett 
When Ribber Screeches in Hollywood 





Hollywood, Nov. 2, 

Introduced at the Basil Rathbone 
farewell party as a big UFA exec 
who had come to Hollywood to 
engage American stars for 10 big 
English productions to be made in 
Germany, Vince Barnett, official 
ribber of the pix industry, hit his 
highest low (or lowest high) in his 
efforts to insult people who were 
trying to be nice, with that foreign 
contract in mind. 

As Edmund Goulding’s guest, 
Barnett opened up on his hosts, 
the Rathbones, by being astounded 
that anyone would ever cast Basil 
in another picture after they had 
geen him once on the screen. Mrs. 
Rathbone incinerated even more 
than her spouse. 

Prime rib of the evening was 
when, on being introduced to P.G. 
Wodehouse, Barnett declared that 
all English authors were being 
subsidized by the British govern- 
ment paid enormous sums weckly 
to pan America and U. 8S. film pro- 
ductions. 

At the height of the ribbing, 
Bramwell Fletcher invited Barnett 
out into the hall and gave him a 
calling down, claiming he was 
spoiling a perfectly good party. 
Ribber had an idea how to make 
the party a wow and asked 
Fletcher if he would co-op. 

T’ll do anything to make it a nice 
party,’ Fletcher declared earnestly. 

‘Okay,’ nodded the psuedo-Ger- 
man, dragging him to the door. 
‘Go home!’ 

Another Barnett fiesta was held 
on the ‘Union Depot’ set at First 
National, with Joan Blondell as the 
victim and Doug Fairbanks, Jr., and 
Al Green playing straight. This 
time the ribster was passed off as 
an out-of-town exhibitor, who 
wailed that Joan had gotten a little 
success then let herself slip, with 
result ti... she was getting too fat 
and driving customers away from 
his theatre. This was a torch to 
Miss Blondell, who has been keep- 
ing trim by dieting religiously. 
She yelled for someone to throw 
the exhib off the set. 


9,000 AT GARDEN FOR 
FRIARS’ SUNDAY NITE 


The Friars’ carnival at Madison 
Square Garden drew a Sunday night 
crowd of about 5,000. Included were 
a flock of stage and screen person- 
alities, who either appeared on the 
platform or sold flowers and 
cigarets, 

Mayor Jimmy Walker addressed 
the assemblage in praise of people 
of the profession for their never 
failing willingness to appear at 
beneficial affairs. He said the Friars 
were typical of the acting profes- 
sion and he was proud to be a Friar. 

Half of the Garden floor was used 
for a carnival set-up, with about 20 
concessions in operation, The lat- 
ter worked on percentage, the sev- 
eral wheels paying as high as 75% 
to the club. 


Curley’s Publicity 


With Jack Curley credited, pub- 
licity during the week was excep- 
tional, several dailies giving the 
event splurge stories. Because of 
that a bigger gate was expected. 
With the entire affair on percentage 
the club could not lose. Profits from 
the concessions was expected to 
equal the split on the gate. One 
Broadway actress selling flowers 
was said to have taken in $300. 

It was necessary to remove the 
earth covering used for the rodeo 
which was an expense item. How- 
ever the arena had to be readied for 
& wrestling show Monday (2) 
staged by Curley, with the Friars 
also Participating. The dirt was 
then replaced for the horse show 
starting this week. 











Jean Eppy’s Nasty Spill 


J Chicago, Nov. 2. 
sk ean Eppy of Dalton and Eppy, 
ating team with Texas Guinan’s 
tad at the Planet Mars, is in the 
gaa with concussion of the 
from as a result of flying loose 
floo her under pinnings on the 

r of the cafe. 

— was doing a flying stunt 
nN the girl’s toehold on the man’s 


wend crashing to the floor. She was 
en Oved to the hospital in an un- 


Nscious condition, 





neck « 
ck Slipped and the velocity sent 








And No Encore 





Westbrook, Me., Nov. 2. 
Leo J. Doucette, 32-year-old 
pianist, claims to have broken 
the record for continuous play- 
ing with 43 hours to his credit. 
The previous record is said to 
have been 40 hours. He play- 


ed in the window of a local 
store. 
Doucette would have con- 


tinued to exceed the 43 hours if 
he had not decided to quit so 
that he could maintain another 
record—that of attending 
church every Sunday for the 
last 15 years. 

The pianist played approxi- 
mately 800 selections and, after 
stopping, did an oldtime buck 
and wing. 











$1,000 Alimony for Mrs. 


Julian Brown; She 
May Have to Wait 





Syracuse, Nov. 2. 
Awarded $1,000 a month alimony 
and $20,000 counsel fees, 
trial of her divorce action against 
her millionaire husband, Julian S. 


Brown, Syracuse theatre and night 
club operator, Mrs. Margaret Hanna 
Brown apparently has a long legal 
road to travel before she obtains the 
money. 

Counsel for the lessee of the De- 
witt theatre and owner of the Cafe 
Dewitt has filed an appeal from the 
order with the Appellate Division. 

Not only is Mrs. Brown, the sec- 
ond wife of the defendant, called 
upon to continue her fight for ali- 
mony and counsel fees in the high- 
est court, but she must also defend 
her marriage, which has been as- 
sailed as illegal by Mrs. Ethel 8S. 
Brown, the first wife. The second 
Mrs. Brown’s answer to the suit 
which makeg her co-defendant with 
her husband is due tomorrow. 

The theatre man has also brewed 
more trouble for his second wife in 
another appeal from a _ decision 
handed down by Referee Denendorf 
setting aside a separation agree- 
ment made in 1928 when Mrs. 
Brown agreed to accept $100 
monthly alimony. 

In that agreement, the second 
wife signed away her dower rights, 
claiming that she was ignorant of 
that fact and that she had been ill- 
advised by her attorneys. 


pending 





Vice-President’s Sister 
In Top Academy Spot 


Hollywood, Nov. 2. 


Mrs. Dolly Gann, sister of Vice- 
President Curtis, who is coming to 
Hollywood as President Hoover's 
personal representative, will get the 
top femme spot at the Motion Pic- 
ture Academy’s Award Dinner, 

Means she’ll outrank the stars 
and producer’s wives. 


No Pay, No Joke 
Louisville, Nov. 2. 


George H. Felman, 29-year-old 
leader of the Brown theatre orches- 
tra until recently, was arrested on 
warrants sworn out by nine mem- 
bers of his ‘Merry Gang’ after he 
had left without paying them their 
salaries. 

The band leader went to Lexing- 
ton after taking part in a blackjack 
game and sent a telegram to one of 
the boys saying, ‘Will pay off and 
explain on return.’ 

His case was continued until Nov. 
4 under $1,000 bond. 











Winters Marries Widow 
Wichita, Kans., Nov. 2. 

Oo. B. Winters, divorced from 
Paulie Lord at Reno last week, was 
immediately married to Mrs, Con- 
stance S. Harrington, daughter of 
Charles Smyth, Wichita capitalist 
Mrs. Harrington went to Reno for 
the ceremony. 

She is the widow of Capt. Jerome 
Harrington, Wichita banker, who 
died about two years ago. There 


are two children. 


The couple left -immediately for 
San Francisco, where they will 
spend their honeymoon, 





AIR PIN MONEY STENOGS 


Italy Fires Girls to Give Employ- 
ment to More Men 








The Fascist Federation is going to 
sweep out of business offices all 
femmes who are not obliged to work 
for a living. 

Employers are to be advised to 
inquire into the financial position of 
the lipstick brigade and where it is 
found that a girl is working just to 
be independent of poppa or because 
she prefers keythumping to pot- 
washing at home, she is to get the 
bird and make way for out-of-work 
men, 


APPLE BUSINESS IS 
STARTING ALL OVER 


Times Square and New York in 
general is to have the apple selling 
business draped along its curbs this 
winter again. Mayor Walker has 
given permission for all unemployed 
to sell apples unmolested from any 
location, and that they will not be 
taxed the usual license fee. 

The National Apple Growers’ As- 
sociation which was behind the 
move last winter in which every 
street corner for miles was blocked 
with apple peddlers, is also behind 
this one. The official opening of its 
apple campaign started Friday (30) 
with a ballyhoo of giving away 10,- 
000 aples in Times Square in con- 
junction with a theatre ad. 

Saturday morning (31) the appie 
men opened the vendor gag again 
by giving away 5,000 boxes of apples 
free for the street corner merchants 
to set themselves up in business 
again as last winter. The distribu- 
tion of boxes was from Hudson and 
Desbrosses same as last year. 

Apple selling last winter along the 
curbs of Times Square became an 
out-and-out racket. Although none 
of the peddlers would tip, it was 
about established that many were 
working on a straight daily salary. 


Widow Confesses Murder 


Columbus, Nov. 2. 


Mrs. Maud G. Malloy, widow, who 
confessed to the killing of Willis H. 
Brown, theatrical agent here for 
many years, has had her murder 
charge reduced to one of man- 
slaughter—and without a scintilla 
of evidence being offered. 

Counsel and the county prosecu- 
tor agreed on the reduction very 
quietly. Widow was released under 
$1,000 bond. She will face only a 
minimum term at her trial, it is un- 
derstood, 
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Reno Divorce Costs Go Down as 
Cases Jump Under Short Residence 





A Carload of Murads 





Chicago, Nov. 2. 


With several of the most 
ultra legit stars in town as 
guests of honor a local nite 


club was greatly embarrassed 
last week by a low, guttural, 
but unmistakeable  rasberry 
given after each introduction. 
It continued for some time 
while the management fran- 
tically tried to locate the cul- 
prit among hundreds of people. 

Finally a party of six was 
requested to leave. After the 
departure the introductions 
continued. Then like a ghost 
that defied touch, the same 
3ronx salute was heard again. 

Memory of the ejected party 
was rendered more discomfort- 
ing when it was discovered 
that two of the party of six 
were newspapermen., 











Lawyers’ Play for 


Press Highlights 
Fixel-Erlanger Suit 


Suit of Charlotte Leslay Fixel 
for a widow’s dower rights to the 
millions left by the late A, L. Er- 
langer, whose common law wife she 
alleges to have been, resumed be- 
fore Surrogate O’Brien Monday (2) 
and then adjourned again at the 
close of the day until Wednesday 
(4) morning. Reason, Tuesday is 
Election Day and court is closed. 

Nothing new and only the spor- 
adic verbal tangles of opposing 
counsel serve to maintain interest 
for spectators whose fewer num- 
bers bear mute testimony to this 
fact. The picnic is to watch the 
counsel’s play for the newspaper- 
men present, all of whom sit hud- 
dled in a jury box, since no court 
is sitting and Surrogate is both 
judge and jury. 

Latest on the stand was Joseph 
Dugan, doorman at 175 Riverside 
Drive, where the late theatre mag- 
nate lived. 

Lawyers in the case include Isi- 
dore Kresel, Samuel Untermeyer, 
former Supreme Court Justice 
Mitchell Erlanger, Saul Baron and 
Max Steuer. Last named repre- 
sents Miss Fixel. 











’Round the Square 




















Wrong Ring For Quick Engagement 


Reason for brief engagement of a stage and screen star to a Holly- 
wood lounger has leaked out with the departure of a young Londoner 
from the film city. Englishman came to the coast after breaking off his 
engagement to a New York girl, who returned his $1,500 ring. Met up 


with the Hollywood playboy and 


they took an apartment together. 


Going on the rocks, he wanted to liquidate the ring and not knowing his 
way around, gave it to his roommate to pawn. 
Latter instead went on a party at the actress’ home, became infatuated 


and gave her the ring as an engagement present. 


When she found out 


how he got it everything was off, but it took the threats of police in- 
vestigation by a director friend of the Londoner’s to get his ring back 


from the erstwhile pal 





Insurance and Agents 


All actors are not rated up by insurance companies. 


Rate depends 


a great deal on the broker placing the insurance, according to John J. 
Kemp, who writes a lot of insurance for show people. 

There are still companies in insurance with the old time methods, 
admits Kemp, charging an extra toll for actors, but, he points out, it 
isn’t necessary to place a professional line in these companies, as there 
are quite a few of the companies willing to accept professionals without 


any rating—at standard rates. 


Excepting acrobats, of course. 


Kemp 


does most of his insurance brokerage for actors. 


Television Further Away 


It’s now expected that it will be about five years before the show 
business can commence to look for anything approaching a perfected 


Television. 


For the past season the distance away given for Television was two 


years. 


The Television people have stretched it to five years, 


But of course not the Television people who now may be trying to sell 


sky blue television phoney stock. 





Manicure Thrown In 


First barber in the U. S. to donate a full-cuticled manicure with every 
haircut and shave is Jerry’s, next to the old NVA headquarters. Since the 
vaude boys quit their hangout, or vice versa, Jerry has had to mak< 


inducements. 


When the old tailor, who sponged many an NVA suit, was 


dispossessed recently, Jerry decided he’d have to do something more. 
He put his nail cutting girl, formerly of a chorus, on a tip basis and 
beat the country in solving the long nail unemployment situation by one 


pole. 


4 








Reno, Nov. 2. 
When Reno went into the divorce 


business six months ago on a come 
mercial scale and shaved the resi«- 
dence requirement down to _ six 
weeks, there were a few attorneys 


and others who thought the venture 
would go on the rocks. Statistics 
for the first six months under the 
new law tells a different story. It 
looks like there were some real 
smart boys dealing the cards for the 
legislature last March. 

Marital misfits by the thousands 
rolled into Reno during the six- 
months’ period ending Oct. 31, and 
the divorce mill ground out 3,234 
cases, twice as many decrees as 
were ever granted here before in a 
six-months’ period. 


Million and Half for Reno 


There was a corresponding reduo-= 
tion in price as the volume in-« 
creased, so the takein by the law- 
yers was not much greater than 
during the period when it required 
a three-month sojourn in Reno for 
a decree. It is estimated that the 
3,234 cases that were adjusted pro- 
duced close to $500,000 in fees for 
teno lawyers, and around $125,000 
in filing fees for the county. 

On top of the rest the divorce 
seekers spent another $750,000 eat- 
ing, sleeping and amusing them- 
selves while in Reno. That’s a size- 
able sum of money to spend in a 
small community, and consequently 
the nation-wide depression passed 
by Reno. 

Divorce cases are now being tried 
by lawyers at an average fee of 
about $150, $100 under the average 
charged prior to the six-weekgs’ 


residence law. Turn ’em over faste 


and get the money is the slogan in 
Reno now, with 150 lawyers doing 
the turning. 

New York contributed 594 of the 
3,234 divorce actions. Every state 
in the Union and 13 foreign coune 
tries were represented. 


THE BOYS SPREADING 
PHONE NOS. ON AVENUE 


Irene Poshkover, chorus girl at 
the Club Zeppelin, 231 East 86th 
street, appeared in West Side court 
to prosecute Gilbert Jaffer, 28, 2359 
Sedgwick avenue, Bronx, and Sol 
Bobbie, 29, designer of ladies’ hats, 
119 West 45th street. The defend- 
ants have repeatedly phoned the 
dancer at her apartment at the 
Holland Hotel. 

‘Judge, this has been going on for 
some time. How they knew I lived 
at the hotel is a mystery to me, 
They would phone and state they 
intended to visit me,’ said the dancer, 
Finally worn out by lack of sleep 
because of the calls, she appeaied 
to detective Roger Meehan of the 
West 47th street station. 

Jaffer phoned at 3 a. m. Miss 
Poshkover invited him to the apart- 
ment. Meehan sat in an adjoining 
room, After Jaffer was seated 
Meehan stepped from the adjacent 
room and arrested him, 

He began to cry and said he got 
the phone number from Bobbie. 
Meehan went to Bobbie's place of 
employment, and also got him. 

The latter said that the ‘boys on 
the Avenue’ gave him the phone 
number. Ths court censured the 
pair and suspended sentence on 
them. 


Jessie Reed’s 5th Hubby 
Owes $7,300 Alimony 


Chicago, Noy. 2. 
Jessie Reed, ‘Follies’ beaut whose 
matrimonial ship has already sunk 
four times, is facing another storm 
on her fifth venture with Leonard 
Reno, war flying ace. Seems that 
Reno forgot to send in some $7,300 











rear alimony to his former wife and*% 


spent 10 days in County Jail as a 
reminder. 

Present Mrs. Reno insists she will 
stick by him until it’s all straight- 
ened out and dees not harbor any 
intention of returning to the stage, 


CAREWE INJURED 


Hollywood, Nov. 2, 
Edwin Carewe was cut and 
bruised when struck by a woman 
driver while standing beside his 
car Saturday (31) night. Another 
motorist found the director lying 
in the street and took him to a 
hospital. 
Reported not dangerously hurt, 
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News From 


the Dailies 





This department contains rewrit 
lished during the week in the dai 





San Francisco, Hollywood and London. 
for these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 


ten theatrical news items as pub- 
ly papers of New York, Chicago, 
Variety takes no credit 








East 


Theatre bombers move to Boston. 
Police found three sticks of dyna- 
mite against alley wall of a theatre 
and apparently scared the bombers 
away before it could be detonated. 








Police still after fortune tellers in 
tea rooms. Pinched ‘Princess Jua- 
nita’ last week and found a small 
phone in her turban. Waitresses 
collected the questions and phoned 
them in to the seeress from the 
kitchen. Answers were calculated 
to lead to a desire for a full reading 
at three bucks. 





Frank D. Brownell, engineer, 20, 
attempted suicide last week in the 
Park ave. apt. of. his brother-in- 
law, using a rifle. Due to despond- 
ency because his wife, chorus girl 
known on the stage as Peggy Ken- 
nedy, had left him after a quarrel. 





Monday (26), a Martin Cohen ap- 
peared in a Phila. Western Union 
office to wire some money to Abe 
Kotzen, at the Robt. Treat hotel, 
Newark. The clerk identified the 
serial numbers of nine of the $500 


Edna Leedom, testified that she had 
not been estranged from her hus- 
band at any time and consequently 
could not have retained George 
Hopkins to negotiate for a property 
settlement. Hopkins is suing for 
$56,000 counsel fees, claiming that 
he obtained for the former actress 
$560,000 in stock of the Doelger 
Brewing Co. on promise of a 10% 
fee. She says the only legal service 
Hopkins ever performed for her was 
to pass on clauses of Doelger’s will 
as affecting her interests. For this 
she has already paid $350. Any fur- 
ther indebtedness is denied, 





John Logie Baird, who likes to be 
known as ‘the father of television,’ 
here on a visit. Greeted by Mayor 
Walker. 





Engagement announced of Eva 
Leonard, of Richman Club, to David 
S. Chamberlain, 2d, cousin of Aus- 
ten Chamberlain. 





James E. Elliott’s ‘Hot Money’ 
will follow ‘Nikki’ at the Cohan next 
Monday (9). 





Samuel Schiitten and Meyer Lip- 
schitz arrested in the Bronx last 


bills as part of those paid as ran- 
gom for Charles M. Rosenthal. A 
telegram to the New York police 


; * aeath of his associate, the late Mor- 


enabled them to pick up Kotzen 
and a companion named Silemsky 
when they appeared to cash the 
order. It was the contention of the 
kidnappers that the ransom money 
had been given a man to be talen 
to Montreal and exchanged for other 
bills and that he had never come 
back. 





Otto H. Kahn announced the 
timer L. Schiff, had so augmented 
his duties he had resigned the presi- 
dency of the Metropolitan Opera, 
an office he has held for the past 13 
years. Paul D. Cravath, lawyer, has 
replaced Kahn as the opera head. 





Sylvia Cushman, actress and 
newspaper woman, who in 1926 sued 
Graham McNamee for alleged as- 
sault, asking $25,000 damages, failed 
to press the matter and the case has 
been stricken from the records of 
the supreme court at Dedham, Mass. 





George Staten will put George 
Glick’s ‘The Devil’s Host’ into re- 
hearsal next week. Gilbert Doug- 
las in the lead. 


Theatre Guild buys ‘The Moon on 
the Yellow River,’ from the Abbey 
players, Dublin. By Dennis John- 
aton. 

Samuel Sonkin, of Rudy Vallee’s 
band, hung a shiner on Dave Wis- 
man, taxi driver, in an argument 
over parking space. 


A. A. Milne here on a visit. 











Physicians told that the ordinary 
short-wave radio sets can be modi- 
fied to induce high fever, which is a 
corrective in many diseases of the 
circulatory system. Demonstration 
at the 5th Ave. hospital clinic, 





John Drew Colt, recently reported 
angling for a picture contract, an- 
nounced as a member of his moth- 
er’s legit company in ‘School for 
Scandal.’ 








Katherine Cornell issues warning 
that she will proceed against ama- 
teurs producing ‘Barretts of Wim- 
pole St.’ from the published play. 
Some professional readers also use 

. parts of the play in their platform 
work, overlooking the fact that pur- 
chase of a play does not include 
playing rights. 





‘Satan Passes’ selected as the new 
title for Benn W. Levy’s ‘The Devil.’ 





Estate of the late Olive Harding, 
who died Oct. 12, in the care of the 
public administrator, no will having 
been left. Mrs. Ella Goodman, who 
says she is a half-sister, and Mrs. 
Elsie Snyder, who claims to be a 
niece of Mrs. Harding’s husband, 
have entered claims. Estate ap- 
praised at around $20,000, mostly 
cash and diamonds, 





Frances Williams and lLester 
Clark, of Waring’s Pennsylvanians, 
separated. Mrs. Clark may ask for 
a Mexican decree. Married April 12 
of this year. 





To introduce ‘The Guest Room,’ 
Carol Sax offered a dollar matinee 
last Wed. All seats same price. 


Chanin interests have turned 
back the Mansfield theatre to Irving 
I. Lewine. Built by them and sold 
to Lewine, but held under long lease 
to the Chanins. 








Morris Gest using guest stars for 
Chauve Souris. 





In an examination before trial, 
ay, Frank Doelger, the former 


week on suspicion of being the men 
who last January took $17,172 worth 
of jewelry from Lita Grey Chaplin 
in a hold-up in which her escort, 
Georges Carpentier, French boxing 
champ, assayed only $20. The for- 


mer Mrs, Chaplin identified one of 


the pair. 





Freddie Ziegler, Jr., ordered to pay 
his wife, formerly Blanche Reeves, 
$25 weekly and $250 counsel fees. 
Married last July, immediately fol- 
lowing divorce from his second wife. 
She asked $159 weekly and $1,000 for 
counsel, but judge set lower sum, 





Martha Attwood, Met. op., in vol- 
untary bankruptcy. Liabilities $19,- 
233. No assets. Blames it all on 
the market, 





Frank J. Degnon, son of late con- 
tractor, seeking to annul his mar- 
riage to Rosemary Ryder Degnon, 
musical comedy actress, claiming he 
was tricked into the union. Claims 
Mrs. Degnon is seven years his sen- 
ior. He was only 19 at the time of 
the ceremony. 





Shoreham hotel, Wash., D. C., su- 
ing Conolly & Swanstrom for dam- 
ages in N. Y. court. Asserted that 
they booked Harry Richman for a 
date for $1,500 and that the firm 
took him away, necessitating the 
hurried engagement of Rudy Vallee 
at $6,250. Asks that the producing 
firm make good the difference. 





William Harris, Jr., has a new 
script from Preston Sturges, author 
of ‘Strictly Dishonorable.’ New one 
is ‘Child of Manhattan,’ in 18 
scenes. 





Cleo Mayfield played one scene 
in ‘Everybody’s Welcome,’ last 
week with Cecil Lea. She is not 
in the show. 





Annette Paton, who used to be in 
musical comedy, in Supreme Court 
with her husband, John Paton, who 
is telling that he married her only 
because the newspapers reported 
their engagement and he didn’t 
want to let her down. Now he pre- 
fers Millicent Ford Fellows, of Los 
Angeles, and Mrs. Paton refuses to 
regard a divorce complacently. Mrs. 
Paton is suing for abandonment, 





Announced that Maude Adams 
and Otis Skinner in Shapespearean 
rep booked solidly until Xmas. 
Company will probably stay out of 
N. Y. until March. 





Police raided a boxing match at 
Washington, Pa., at which two 
young women were the sluggers. A 
crowd of about 300 men went out 
through the windows. 





Adam Didut, basso, Met. op., back 
from Paris for his 23rd season, 





Jed Harris announces night seats 
in the first balcony for 50c at ‘Won- 
der Boy.’ Orch will be $3. 





Traube and Sonino, who produced 
‘No More Frontier,’ have dissolved. 
Traub will go back to staging and 
Sonino takes over ‘Frontier.’ 





Children’s Players, adult organi- 
zation doing plays for children, will 
open at the Heckscher theatre Nov. 
6. Plan six pieces during the sea- 
son, four presentations of each play 
here and 60 dates in nearby com- 
munities, 





Edna Ferber, at Columbia U 
luncheon, stung authors who over- 
project their personalities, Con- 
tends they pay more attention to 





| their press work than to their writ- 
ings, 





Sig. Romberg reveals that for the 
past three years he has been work- 
ing on the score of a grand opera. 





Equity arbiters deny $15,000 dam- 
ages claimed by Gensler & Green 
because Helen Broderick refused to 
appear in ‘The Gang’s All Here.’ 


— 





Federal Radio Commission puts 
WBMS, Hackensack, N. J., on pro- 
bationary license pending investiga- 
tion of charges that station is op- 
erated without a licensed operator 
and is improperly financed. 





Appeal from N. Y. censors on 
cuts in Darrow’s ‘Mystery of Life’ 
loses out. Censors upheld. 





James Cooper has purchased 
‘Fata Morgana’ from the Theatre 
Guild and will present it around 
Xmas. 





Cuts now permit ‘Mourning Be- 
comes Electra’ to start at 5:15 in- 
stead of on the hour. Curtain at 
11:20. 





Lillian Foster, who quit after one 
performance in ‘Divorce Me Dear,’ 
was acquitted by Equity arbitra- 
tors of refusing to take directions 
from stager. Also awarded $150, 
balance due on two weeks’ salary. 





Saturday afternoon a_ shabbily 
dressed man presented a bag to 
Leon Marcus, cashier of the Repub- 
lic, stock burlesque, on 42nd street, 
with a note demanding that it be 
filled with money. Backing the re- 
quest with a revolver, he got about 
$300 in bills, and disappeared in the 
crowd. The man selected 6:30 as 
a time when there would be slack 
business, 





Prices cut on most types of radio 
tubes, ranging from 20 to 60c. 





Cordial shop racketeers develop- 
ing the shotgun complex. Jos. 
Levy killed Saturday as he stood 
in front of his shop on Amsterdam 
avenue. Alleged due to price cut- 
ting. Job believed to have been 
done by imported gunmen, 





Daily ‘News’ publishing Norma 
Shearer’s biog, recalls that her first 
B’way appearance was on a tire 
sign at Columbus Circle. 





Arthur M. Swanstrom, producer, 
cited Saturday to show cause why 
he should not be held in contempt 
for failing to pay his wife, Violet 
Cunningham, $30 a week temporary 
alimony, pending trial of her di- 
vorce suit. 





Izetta Jewel Miller, former stage 
star, candidate for New York State 
Assembly. Not her first attempt, 
as she was candidate for the U. S. 
Senate, from Va., some years ago, 
and more recently ran for Congress. 





George White loses again in his 
effort to stop broadcasting of 
‘Scandals’ music. Justice McGee- 
han, of N. Y. Supreme Court, 
handed down the decision that 
White controls only the stage rights 
in the U. S. to the music in the 
play, all other rights being vested 
in the American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors and Publishers. 





Teatro d’Arte, Italian players giv- 
ing Sunday performances, opened 
at the Little theatre last Sunday in 
an Italian version of Kurt Goetz’ 
‘Illusions.’ 





Wm. Keighley in town studying 
‘Grand Hotel.’ To produce it on 
the coast for Belasco & Curran, 
with Olga Baclanova, 





Dwight Deere Wiman will start 
casting ‘Anything to Please,’ about 
Nov. 16. 





Maria Gay and her husband, Gio- 
vanni Zenatello, former managers 
of Lily Pons, served summons and 
complaint in a suit against the 
singer for $100,000 anticipated profits 
under a 15-year contract, which it is 
claimed the singer broke. Also 
named are August Mesritz, husband 
of Mme. Pons; Bruno Zirato, Fran- 
cis Coppicus and the Metropolitan 
Bureau, Inc., owned by Coppicus. 
Mme. Gay brought the operatic star 
to this country under contract. Suit 
is additional to that for $350,000 
brought in New York earlier in the 
year, 





Burns Mantle’s 10 best play selec- 
tions of the year, published in his 
annual book, are ‘Elizabeth the 
Queen,’ ‘Tomorrow and Tomorrow,’ 
‘Once in a Lifetime,’ ‘Green Grow 
the Lilacs,’ ‘As Husbands Go,’ ‘Ali- 
son’s House,’ ‘Five Star Final,’ 
‘Overture,’ ‘Barretts of Wimpole 
Street’ and ‘Grand Hotel.’ 


Coast 


Ruth Noble, who claimed Sessue 
Hayakawa was the father of her 
son and later adopted the child, has 
dropped her suit to regain custody. 











Josephine Dunn was granted a 
divorce from Clyde E. Greathouse, 





} Oilman, in L. A. on grounds of 


cruelty. ‘They were married last 


Jan, 10, 





Owen Winters, advertising man, 
was awarded a divorce from Paul- 
ine Lord last week in Reno, and 
was married 10 minutes later to 
Constance §S. Harrington, 





Arthur Rodzinski, Philharmonic 
orchestra conductor, and his wife, 
Ilse, music teacher, are suing Ruth 
White and L. White for $26,454 
damages for injuries assertedly re 
ceived in an auto crash in Holly- 
wood last January. 





Florenz Ziegfeld and his daugh- 
ter, Patricia, left Hollywood last 
week for Denver where they will 
visit Mrs. Ziegfeld (Billie Burke). 
From Denver they go on to New 
York. 





Nina Wilcox Putnam, her hus- 
band, Arthur James Ogle, and her 
14-year-old son, John Francis Put- 
nam, were badly bruised and 
shaken last week near Hollywood 
when their car was struck by a 
hit and run driver. The boy was 
cut about the head. 





In an L. A. Superior Court trial 
recently, Luther Reed's alimony 
payments to Jocelyn Lee were re- 
duced from $100 weekly to $75, but 
were extended over a longer period 
of time than the original court order 
specified, 





Trial of Alexander Pantages on 
charges of attacking Eunice Pringle, 
dancer, will be retried this week in 
Los Angeles, 





Bert Wheeler will be tried in L. A. 
soon on charges of speeding without 
a driver’s license. 

George Hill, film director, was 
granted a divorce from Frances 
Marion, scenario writer, in Reno on 
crulety charge. They were mar- 
ried in Jan., 1930. Mrs. Hill is now 
said to be in Russia. 





Gertrude Astor, film actress, 
awarded a $699 judgment against 
Vivian Duncan Asther, actress, for 
rent and asserted damages to her 
home, 





For injuries to her hair in a per- 
manent wave treatment, Dorothy 
Howard, singer and dancer, given 
$347 damages in L. A. Superior 
Court against a beauty shop opera- 
tor. 





Conway Tearle, actor, was ordered 
by the San Francisco Superior 
Court to pay $9,932 to the estate 
of his late divorced wife, Mrs. 
Josephine H. Park Tearle. That 
sum represents back alimony due 
at the time of her death, 





Ferdinand Schumann-Heink, son 
of the singer, was given a court 
judgment in L. A. last week for $910 
damages against the City Water 
and Power Bureau. He testified 
that last July 30 a water main burst 
and ruined some of his personal 
property. 





Una Merkel will, within the next 
few days, undergo a tonsil operation 
in Hollywood. 





H. H. Van Loan, writer, paid Mrs. 
Gertrude Van Loan, whom he is 
suing for divorce, $300 back alimony 
in L. A. last week to escape con- 
tempt of court charges, 





Mrs. Ina Rawson of Long Beach 
will divorce her husband, James 
Rawson, whom she married seven 
weeks ago, to marry Max Webbs, 
Hollywood musician. 





David Blankenhorn, Hollywood 
broker, last week filed suit for di- 
vorce against Irene Rich, film ac- 
tress, in San Francisco on cruelty 
charges. Miss Rich had been plan- 
ning to file suit herself in Los An- 
geles. She will fight the action. 





Alan Crosland, director, haled into 
L, A. Superior Court to explain why 
he was $71,000 arrears in alimony 
payments to Juanita Thompson, his 
former wife, said that he was not 
in contempt of court inasmuch as 
the alimony had not been granted 
in the divorce petition but in a 
property settlement. Therefore, he 
argued, the court could only en- 
force payments as a contractual 
obligation. He citea the case of Del 
Andrews, film director, as a paral- 
lel. Andrews had been sentenced to 
jail for contempt of court under the 
same circumstances, but had the de- 
cision reversed by a higher court. 





M. C. Chotiner, Los Angeles the- 
atre owner, has filed suit against 
F. F. Smith, business man, for $25,- 
000 damages alleging that Smith as- 
saulted him in an argument over a 
traffic collision. 





After three weeks’ trial of eight 
consolidated airplane damage suits 
totaling $775,000, a jury in L. A. Su- 
perior Court found for the defend- 
ants, Tanner Air Livery and James 
Grainger, Inc., who owned two 
planes which crashed head-on and 
fell into the Pacific Ocean off Palos 
Verdes last January. Kenneth 
Hawks, director, and nine others 
were killed. Case will be appeaied. 








Suffering from an overdose of 





oo 


——<————— 


sleeping powders, Thelma Rambea 
sister of Marjorie Rambeau, actre 
was taken to Hollywood Receiving 
hospital last week. It is expecteg 
she will live. 


Mid-West 


Whereabouts of the Baron Giorgio 
Mario Suriani, Italian nobleman 
who was a professional gigola 
around Chicago two years ago, is 
being sought. It’s claimed that his 
uncle, Giacinto D'Neis, continenta} 
orchestra leader, died and left him 
$250,000. Sounds publicity. 











Rev. Phillip Yarrow, Chicago's 
blue nose leader, is at it again. This 
time it’s a fight in the morals court 
over indecent literature. Yarrow 
had Seymour DeKoven, artist and 
dealer, arrested and will try to prove 
something or other. Recently the 
reformer went after several shows 
in town but didn’t get very far, 





Renee Thornton, concert singer, ig 
engaged to Duke Fabio Carafa d’An- 
dria of Italian royalty, according to 
friends. Miss Thornton was former. 
ly married to Richard Hageman 
conductor of Chicago's opera. . 





Juanita Woolsey Hollearn, former 
show girl and sister of Robert Wool- 
sey, film comedian, was granted a 
divorce from Frank J. Hollearn in 
Chicago. Awarded $10,000, 





Roanoke and National theatres, 
Kansas City, were recipients of gas 
bombs following fight between oper. 
ators’ union and indie theatre own- 
ers. At the Roanoke a free-for-all 
fight was staged between aroused 
customers and union picketers, 





Henri Verbruggen, conductor of 
the Minneapolis Symphony orches- 
tra, is under medical treatment at 
the Hitel hospital. <A rest has been 
prescribed, 





Mme, Galli-Curci will give a con. 
cert at the Minneapolis auditorium 
Novy. 8, after which she will go to 
South Africa on a tour. 





Charles A. Comiskey, late owner 
of the Chicago White Sox, left an 
estate valued at more than $3,000,- 
000. His son, J. Louis Comiskey, 
has taken over the baseball club. 





Al M. Smith was elected president 
of the Minneapolis branch of the 
Society of American Magicians for 
the second time. 





Flagpole sitting, once an art, has 
been embellished to flagpole dancing 
in Texarkana, Tex., where a sister 
team thought of the new wrinkle. 

Girls are Betty and Babe Fox, who 
are holding out for at least 100 
hours atop a 50-foot pole on a 35- 
inch platform. 


WILLIAMS VERY ILL 


Suffering From Burst Appendix 
Pathe Wires for Howard 











Hollywood, Nov. 2. 

Until late yesterday afternoon 
(Monday) Robert Williams had not 
passed the crisis of peritonitis fole 
lowing a burst appendix. Dr. Wile 
liam Branch, of Hollywood Hose 
pital, reported Williams better but 
still in a critical condition. 

Williams was in the midst of 
‘Lady With a Past’ (Pathe) when 
stricken and refused to allow an im- 
mediate operation. 

Pathe has cabled Leslie Howard 
in London to return here for the 
Williams’ role. 





Syracuse Surveilance 


Syracuse, N. Y., Nov. 2. 

Cafe Dewitt, Julian S, Brown's 
night club, is now under the cen- 
sorial eye of Charles W. Wilkes, 
inspector of public assemblies. 

By order of Commissionr of Pub- 
lic Safety W. W. Wiard, Wilkes 1s 
now among those present each Sat- 
urday night at the club for the floor 
show. 


Hollywood’s Rep 


Hollywood, Nov. 2. 

There will be a gentleman from 
Hollywood in the next Congress. 
Reapportionment gives Holly wood 
(15th district) its own representa 
tive in Washington. 

A. Ronald Button, Hollywood at- 
torney, has announced his cate 
didacy. ; 








Hicks’ Ritzy Spot 
Chicago, Nov. 2: 

Morrison hotel has an idea of 
opening a new ritzy room to = 
in conjunction with the Terracé 
Garden, same as the Sherman does 
with the College Inn and Bal Tab- 
arin, ’ 

Leonard Hicks, managing 4! 
of the Morrison, thinks the nase 
room in the new wing would be jus 
the spot. 
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Broadway ** 


Jane Cowl in town. 
Jed Harris to Charleston, 
| Ba Finney's French is really good. 
| Xmas shopping soon. Too soon? 
Hap Ward back from New Eng- 


land. 





Dick Maney rates Philly a double 
Newark. 
Jack Campbell is behind on letter 


writing. 

Dave Flamm to Allentown for 
skouras. 

arthur Barton called off that Sa- 
yannah trip. i 

Marcus Griffin is looking for a 
ehicken farm. 

Artie Dunn and Dorothy Dodd are 
telling everyone. 

Ted Snyder, ex-music publisher, 
pack from coast. 

Irene Rich is making a vaude re- 
turn in November. 

No passes at the RKO Palace, 
with Cantor-Jessel. 
Tom Kilpatrick 
for quails and such. 
One hotel now giving free garage 

gervice to all guests. 

Peppy de Albrew has moved into 
the Waldorf-Astoria. 

‘Kwitcherbelliakin,’ a framed sign 
in a west side speak. 

Lilyan Tashman window shopping 
last week on the avenue. 

Benny Meroff’s’ brother-in-law 
plays trombone in his band. 

Blanche Merrill has completed 
pew songs for Lillian Shaw. 

Jimmy Gillespie back and vaca- 
tioning first time in 11 years, 

The Max Gordons to White Sul- 
phur Springs for the schvitzbaht. 

Ginger Rogers left New York Fri- 
day for another picture for Pathe. 

Don Prince new p.a. for Helen 
Morgan Club, replacing Joe Russell. 

Al Hockey is district manager of 
Nedicks’ Times Square orangeries. 

Danny Kusell’s new line for grub- 
bing a cigaret is that his nérves are 
shot. 

Even high-hat stock brokers now 
take 10-share orders. Limit once 
was 50. 

Bull drive on amusement stocks 
pulled whole market out of dumps 
one day. 

Roscoe Ails had decided on an- 
other try with Shirley Dahl as his 
partner. 

In ‘The Wonder Boy’ at the Avon, 
is repeated reference to an unseen 
Sam Goldfish. 

Musicians out of jobs are pooling 
to open small music stores selling 
instruments, etc. 

Mulligan’s Kitchen on West 46th 
eleaned out from stove to cash reg- 
ister in two days. 

Alice Joy, the giri crooner, on the 
air nightly, is Frances Holcombe, 
former vaude singer. 

Oral D. Cloakey, former manager 
of the Pantages, Hamilton, Ont., 
now selling insurance. 

Joe Leo has gone to Hollywood on 
&@ personal mission for William Fox. 
Away about two weeks. 

Big electric sign atop the God- 
frey building being used again after 
a long period of no takers. 

It’s said the Pennsylvania Drug 
Store pays $140,000 annual rental 
for the Hotel Astor corner. 

_Estelle Taylor of the opinion that 
New York brawls not up to coast 
hot times. Too dignified here. 

Hotel Astor branch brokerage still 
has ‘only customers admitted’ sign, 
but it isn’t enforced any more. 

Leonore Ulric and Syd Blackmer 
at Jack O’Brien’s gym. Hubby do- 
ing the reducing, wife watches. 

RKO page boys have been dolled 
up in red military coats. Report 
each morning for a Roxy usher drill. 

Larry Kent, Paramount’s shorts 
Production head, leaves for the 
coast Nov. 6 to visit with his family. 

Richaré Foy, of the seven little 

Oys, a Publix house manager at 

aton Rouge, La. In town for a 
Visit. 

That Ziegfeld theatre musician 
ealled Harry Richman a nasty name 

— Richman socked him last 


gone a-hunting 


J 
wee 


P Philips Holmes has twice been cast 
or pictures with Nancy Carroll at 
@ Paramount studios and twice 

replaced, 

meustleton, Mack and Owen, with 

a in mind, have optimisti- 

y changed their billing to Cass, 

ack and Owen. 

anymore Robinson, the theatrical 
oe has sold a song to DeSylva, 

. wn and Henderson, but he’ll keep 
P the law practice. 
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Guila prosperity note: Theatre 


has put on da i 
y and night 
qnitts at the Guild theatre (‘Mourn- 
& Becomes Electra’). 
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the music business to go in the 
women’s wear trade by himself 
about seven years ago. Still in it. 

Clara Smith, colored blues singer, 
rode in a taxi driven by Ashfield 
Brown. When told the clock reg 
istered $1.15 for the ride, Clara reg- 
istered a no-pay. Suspended gen- 
tence in court. 





Berlin 


By Max Magnus 


Erich Engel will make his next 
picture with Ufa. 

Lily Flohr is to get married again, 
to a Roumanian. 

Franz Lehar’s latest operetta has 
a ‘Carmen’ background. 

Fox newsreels running in over 
700 German film theatres, 

Max Ehrlich performs at four dif- 
ferent theatres in one evening. 

Lothar Wolf working at Nice with 
ene Ingram and will then go to 
aris. 

Charles Boyer likes the ‘Eden bar.’ 


Georg Engel, author, died, 65 
years old. 
Julius Aussenberg will separate 


from Joe May owing to business 
differences. 


The new Rene Clair talker ‘Vive | 


la Liberte’ will be shown at the 
Capitol at Christmas. 

Elisabeth Bergener off to Paris to 
make an English version of ‘Ariane,’ 
Paul Czinner directing. 

Lilian Harvey and Willy Fritsch 
at the American-German boxing 
bouts at the Sportpalast. 

Felix Bressaert will play the lead 


of Richard Oswald’s picture ‘Der 
Hauptmann von Koepenick.’ 
Gitta Alpar marrying Gustay 


Froehlich after divorcing her first 
husband, Budapest hotel owner, 

Carl Grune making a short at 
Munich entitled ‘Wie denken die 
Affen uebgy uns’ (What Do Monkeys 
Think of Us?). 

Hans Brodnitz has arranged a 
special service for the Capitol, film 
theatre, whereby cards ordered by 
phone are sent on credit. 

Manager Rolf of Rolf’s variety 
show in Stockholm engaged Alex 
Hyde. In April he will stage ‘The 
White Horse Inn’ with Max Han- 
sen. 

Ludwig Berger will stage at Max 
Reinhardt’s Theatre am Kurfuer- 


stendamm the play ‘Die Heiligen 
von U. S. A.” (The Saints from 
U. S. A.). 


Adam Kuckhoff, dramaturgist at 
State theatre, will be stage director. 

Brothers Rotter intend to arrange 
a preview for their operettas, simi- 
lar to talkies. 

The writer and former reporter of 
the ‘Taegliche Rundschau,’ Karl 
Strecker, was sentenced to one year 
in jail for arson and attempted in- 
surance swindle. 

Werner Krauss after his talker, 
‘York,’ will play in two other pic- 
tures; ‘Quick,’ after a French play, 
and ‘Resurrection’ by Felix Salten, 
Austrian author. 

Mrs. Winifred Wagner stated to 
the press here that she did not be- 
lieve Toscanini said there were 
anti-semitic tendencies in Bayreuth. 
She said Bayreuth was the work of 
her father-in-law, Richard Wagner, 
and belonged to the entire world of 
art. ; 





Washington 


Bill Mooney, the in 
the news reels. 

Stoddard Taylor celebrating 27 
years as resident manager. 

‘Duke’ Fosse stages his own Hal- 
lowe’en show at the Auditorium. 

New Drama League formed—to 
take over Wardman Park theatre. 

Mary Garden concert cancelled in 
Constitution Hall. No reason given. 

Frank Morse writing about the 
American theatre from 1906 to 1916. 

Ambassador Claudel, of . France, 
said to be writing a new play—for 
Americans. 

William C. Murphy, Jr., late of the 
New York ‘World,’ front-paging for 
the Washington ‘Times.’ 

Joe Tumulty about to launch a 
new magazine, ‘The Crusader,’ with 
Frank B. Lord as editor. ' 

Spence Burke, of the I. C. C., pick- 
ing winners for visiting actors— 
three long shots at Laurel. é’ 

H. G. Wells flies to town with 
Nelson Doubleday, his American 
publisher—a four-day visit. 


Postmaster, 


President Hoover himself helped | 


George Ackerman get the White 
House movietones of Premier Laval 
and Josette. ‘ 
Steve Cochran books the premiere 
of ‘Mr. Whistler, founded on the 
life of the etcher, produced by Lau- 
rence Rivers, Inc., for Dec. 7 in the 


National. 
Burton Holmes starts to the best 





| 
| 


| 
| portunity for a personal 








P o 
Voya George at the studios. 
Champagne sales off at night. 
Playboys back from the Riviera. 
Jennie Dolly’s birthday presents. 
Irvin Marks giving watches away. 
The American Express is empty. 
Pirandello to have good year here. 
Teddy Erenthal doing a hideaway. 
Teddy Gerard all set for her show. 
Etta Lee movifg in to left bank. 
Mat Duffin lives near the Etoile 
now. 
Jacques Nathanson working for 
Osso. 
What is Phil Bartholimeiux doing 
here? 
When ts Jack 
back? 
Delmonico’s now serves a dollar 
lunch, 
Marcel 
parties. 
Pagnol’s ‘Jazz’ to be revived here 
shortly. 


Tourneur coming 


Pagnol giving cocktail 


Harry Pilcer at opening of 
Dinah’s. 
‘Monkey Business’ packing the 


Pantheon. 
Ned Calmer back from two weeks 
Treland. 
S. J. Perlman is coming over to 
write gags. 

Lucien Leumas changing hotels 
three times. 

Bicycle market at Fontainebleau 
quiet again. 

Grace Edwards is now off ‘vo-do- 
doing’ opera. 

Rocky Twins poised to crash for- 
eign talkers. 

Colored places banding together 
like Russians. 

Thurston Macauley has 
gourmet book. 

Raquel Meller to do a fortnight 
at the Empire. 

Ernest Regnier of Hollywood here 
for the winter. 

The London recording of 
Kid’ is a darb. 

Beulah Livingstone despondent 
about publicity. 

New Casino show relieved unem- 
Ployment ranks. 

The hotel, however small, without 
bar is suffering. 


in 


new 


‘Poor 


Le Marly new restaurant on 
Champs Elysees. 
Elizabeth Walsh’s’~ effect on 


Henry Bernstein. 

Herbert Howe talking to Alice 
Terry at Cannes. 

Edith Wilson getting some help 
at the Ange Bleu. 

Rex Ingram off into the moun- 
tains on location. 

Richard Aldington putting all his 
friends in a novel. 

Marguerite Moreno to go 
new Bourdet play. 

Clothes of ‘La Petite Catherine’ 
copied for London. 

Josephine Baker watching Connie 
Bennett in ‘Bought.’ 

Olga Tchekova happily married 
and working hard. 

Zaidee Jackson dining with Irving 
Shaw at the Miami. 

Sparrow Robertson stopping traf- 
fic with a new hat. 

Every building displays the sign 
‘Apartment for rent.’ 

Edwin Ziegler taking his spirit- 
uals back to America. 

Mrs. Leo Dietrichstein back to 
open Florence Villa. 

Lester Jacob having an eyeful 
and going home soon. 
Who owns the 
Champs Elysees now? 

‘Beggar’s Opera’ to follow ‘L’Ange 
Bleu’ at the Ursulines. 

Carol Weld, a smart figure at re- 
cent night club opening. 

L. E. Frederickson has trans- 
lated new prize winner. 

All well known characters re- 
ported in from holidays. 

Everybody down to see Joe Zelli 
off with his son, Victor. 

Local picture men annoyed at 
the German trade press. 

Rachel Berendt will have her big- 
gest chance in ‘Judith.’ 

Rex Smith in town, but called to 
Spain when cabinet fell. 

Robert T. Kane wants credit too 
for success of ‘Marius.’ 

Nancy Cox MacCormack has a 
bust of Gandhi around now. 

Abe Walkowitz back from a sur- 
vey of Austria and Germany. 

Lucien Boyer to appear on a 
French circuit screen after all. 

Mrs. P. B. Shulberg giving Paris 
a snub, making straight for Berlin. 

Showing a dubbed version of ‘The 
Last Company’ at the Agriculteurs. 

French writer trying to use the 
American club to megaphone him- 
self. 

Jack Gilbert turning down an op- 
appear- 


into 


Theatre des 


|ance, 


advance sale in twenty years—$5,000 | 


in the box office before the first lec- 
ture opened on Sunday (Nov. 1) in 
the National. 


iless wandering 


Television exhibit draws big 
crowds at Washington Chamber ol 
i} Commerce Industrial Show in the 
Auditorium, 10,000 a day peeping at 
the new wonder. | 


Dorothy Farnhum showing Amer- 


ican visitors her historical apart- 
ment, 
Mendel Brothers taking their 


salary half in pounds and half in 
francs. 
Syd Chaplin, and coat- 


the Boule- 


hatless 
around 
varas 

Lilyian Tashman disappointed at 
getting an extension the 
tudo 


Jennie 


not irom 


Dolly's girls in the 


CHATTER 


swell- | in conse 





est apartment of the ritziest girls 
school, 

Rudolf Laubenthal and his gang 
of German warblers all off to 
America. 

Jane Marnac 
Vie Parisienne’ 
will let her. 

Harver, Mortimer and Kendrick 
storing their car in Paris against 
their return. 

Peggy Joyce says 
Hunter is not so fast 
tennis court. 

Joe Zelli bought an extra trunk 
to take over the bouncers he will 
try to collect. 

New Jackson boy 
that Wally Coyle 
smile stunt. 

Denys Amiel and Jean Jacques 
Bernard head of local dramatic au- 
thors’ societies. 

Zelda Sears expected here on re- 


leavé “La 
Brothers 


wants to 
if Isola 


Francis T. 
outside the 


import trying 
million dollar 








London 


Cortez and Peggy off to Paris. 

Jack Hylton playing five-a-day. 

Frank Tilley showed Roxy around, 

Frank Ditchan minus an appen= 
dix. 

Frank Scully on the Londen sioR 
list, 


Jacques Haik angling for Mane 
gan. 

Trouble at the Film Artistes 
Guild. vee 

Eric Charell sailing for Americ@ 
shortly. 

Eric Hakim forgotten DeMille 
existed. 

Sounding the Nelle for Charlidé 
Whittaker. 

McQueen Pope doing plugs fog 
five shows. 


William J. Wilson producing new 
Gaiety show. 

Senry Sherek lunching with Enid 
Stamp Taylor. 

Leslie Williams on the produce 
tion runaround. 

Critics taking to kippered herring 
after premieres. 





turn from Orient, when she makes 


Vicomte Andre de Laumont in- 
viting his American friends to visit 


that world trip. 
i 


i} him in the country. 


Mrs. fadovan Delitch (former | 
Silver Queen of Colorado), has villa | 
on Riviera for winter. 

Fritz Tidden sending over Helen 
Meinardi loaded with letters to 
former Hollywoodites. 

Arthur Kover, formerly a clerk 
at the Banker’s Trust, now dancing 
in the Mistinguette show. 

Robert Davis now head of Ameri- 
can Church, American Library and 
American hospital in Paris. 

J. P. McEvoy is really serious 
about going to Russia but wants to 
see a real rumba here first. 

American records cost 36 francs 
($1.44) as against English records 
of same songs—20 frs. (80c). 

Manager Hibbard now has com- 
plete charge of Studio Diamant 
where business is picking up. 

Helen Menardi looking for local 
color for scenario in Montparnasse 
night clubs with Arlette Marchal. 

Virginia Tallmann, who financed 
‘Appearances’ in San Francisco, liv- 
ing over here to try and forget it. 

Tibor de Machulo, the Hungarian 
violincellist, has film possibilities 
being the late Harold Lockwood 
types. 

Compagnie des Quinze with the 


money received from Katherine 
Cornell is getting ready for new 
season, 


Rene Veller objecting to Bertho- 
mieu’s trying to be more than a 
picture director during their trip to 
Sweden. 

Noisy argument at Casino de Paris 
rehearsal between Albert Jackson 
on the stage and Earl Leslie on the 
balcony. 

Lillian Harvey now most popular 
German star in Europe—half Eng- 
lish, half German and now a fav, 
in Paris. 

Jacques Deval has put additional 
spice into ‘The Man in Possession.’ 
Tariff at Gymnase reduced top 
prices now 35 francs. 

William Gordon knows all the 
Paris one way street crossings now. 

Pauline Garon telling a few 
friends about Hollywood. 

Mrs. Nash on the Riviera feel- 
ing smart in a $320 Chanel dress 
until a look around the ballroom 
shows her same model in all col- 
ors; and makes her feel like a 
Tiller girl. 

Though not consolidated in a cir- 
cuit, the local colored joints are 
apparently united by some unoffi- 
cial bond, such as has long been 
in existence between the vodka and 
caviar gyps. 

Casino opening, ritziest in a long 
while, included the Dolly Sisters, 
Edmund Lowe, Lilyian Tashman, 
Gordon Selfridge, Irvin Netcher, 
Mary Knight, Max Constant, Steve 
Fitzgibbons, Cecil Sorel, Comte de 
Segur, Pirandello. 





Budapest 


By E. P. Jacobi 


———_—_— 


‘Smiling Lieutenant,’ Paramount’s 
Chevalier picture, so far best run 
of season. 

Frances Marion, Hollywood sce- 
narist, here in quest of material. 
Miss Armitage, pianist, with her. 

Djuna Barnes, New York column- 
ist, here, gathering European ma- 
terial for Theatre Guild Magazine. 

Mrs. Blizabeth Sprague Coolidge, 
who spends a fortune on propagat- 


Sonny Miller’s Leicester Squarg 
stage show a wow. 
Paramount's new house in Leedd@ 


} opens in December. 


Christopher Stone, the radio dis 
man, at film lunches 

Dice throwing on the West Eng 
sidewalks these days. 

Margaret Bannerman getting thd 
talker personality ready. 

Bill O’Bryen and Elizabeth Allemy 
feature player, to marry. 

This Sari Maritza Hollywood cote 
tract looks like the bunk. 

Hokum Hakim and Lea Seidl 
Savoy-grilling after dark. 

Number of legit houses now dar® 
is greatest for six months, 

George McLellan still Americag 
citizen after 30 years here. 

Chaplin likely to be back in Ho 
lywood by end of November. 

Paramount just acquired anothe@ 
picture house in Manchester. 

Harry Schleman, late Wester 
Electric, now with Universal. 

Cedric Belfrage saw ‘Hollywood 
Holiday’ from under the roof. 

Tom Walls, newly recovered frong 
sickness training more winners. 

Buchanan Taylor says he didn’§ 
spend $3,000 cabling Wyn Claire. 

Michael Balcon now the big sho 
on the Gaumont production side. ~ 

Television of Jack Payne looked 
like the television of Jack Pain. 

Benita Hume got another Englisi 
talker contract. She collects ’em. 

Walter Hackett finished his day 
and night grind for new Whitehall? 
show. 

Cedric Belfrage fraternizing with 
the radio editors, with signs of @ 
merger. 

New Mayfair midnight floor show 
opening Nov. 9, with Robert Naylog 
starring. 

George Black is credited wit 
staging the Ambrose Band at the 
Palladium. . ; 

tarbara Crosby, society woman, 
acting as dancing hostess in th@ 
West End. 

Arthur Dent gloating over fa 
exhibitors programs consist ©o 
40% B. I. P. products. 

Pat Mannock signs his ‘Herald 
reviews P. L. M., which is Frenchy 
for its bigest railroad. 


six cents for a program, 
eulogies for Basil Dean. 

Dora Maughan at the RKO Leice« 
ster Square, where they certainly 
are giving away entertainment. 

Barbara La May wearing less 
clothes than any other contortion« 
ist who has appeared in London. 

Roxy raving about advance made 
by show business in Moscow. Due 
to American brains there, he says 

West End managements looking 
for big business improvement folk 
lowing General Election. No harm 
in looking. 

Zangwill’s ‘King of the Schnor« 
rers,’ being given for four Sunday 
performances at the Embassy, 
starting Nov. 1, with Lewis Mane 
nering. 

Lyn King, S. A. (South African) 
actress, and Binnie Hale, London 
musical star, looked alike at the 
‘Cavalcade’ opening, and daggerm 
too, naturally. 

Bill Foss has been pushed up 
from Monday to Saturday for hig 
‘Morning Pest’ picture parade, giv< 
ing him from 5:39 to 7 Friday after< 
noons to review a week's pictures, 


mainly, 





Winnipeg 


By Matt Corbett 





Still nobody has nerve enough t@ 





ing chamber music, is here and has 
arranged two recitals gratis at Mu- 
sic Academy Hall. She comes from 
Moscow and goes on to Austria. 
Irene Palasthy, of ‘No, No, Nan- 
ette, fame and wife of Hans 
Barisch, proposes to found a con- 
vent for Jewish Women in her 
home village in Slovakia. Last 
thing heard of Miss Palasthy here 
was police charge for immodesty 
on account of wearing a low dress. 


start a stock company. 
Passion Play current at 
| house. Adol® Fassnacht lead, 
Variety mugg sells another story 
| to the Western Home Monthly. 

English Light Opera Co. at the 
Walker do ‘Beggar's Opera’ and 
‘Merrie Engiand.’ 

In contest for new picture palace’g 
name, 42 people suggested The Up« 
town, which won. 

Nancy Pyper, 


Plays 


wife of ‘Tribune® 





Difficulties with guest perform- 
ances of foreign artists owing to 
government monetary restrictions. 
Artists only allowed to get their 
fees in Hungarian currency, and | 
not permitted to take that out of | 


the country, but must either spend 

or deposit it here. Several engage- 

ments already made are doubtful 
juence. 


columnist, to direct University’g 


t play, ‘The Joy of Living.’ 


Originally scheduled for thé 
Amphitheatre Rink, but theatre 
owners combine and have it moved, 

Sammy Cohen gets boost. His 
wife. Doris Roach, once one of the 
Original ‘Winnipeg Kiddies,’ of by« 
gone davs which held Mare 


jJorie White. 


Leicester Square theatre charges . 
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Hollywood 


Dick 
eggs. 

Joe Mankiewicz does imitations of 
Paramount prominents. 

Dorothy Vernon, now on B'way, is 
nee Myra Hubert of here. 

Will Hays gets in Nov. 10 on very 
day of the Academy dinner. 


Arlen dunks in soft-boiled 


Sylvia Sidney does a swell imi- 
tation of Marlene Dietrich. 

Roger Ferri eastbound the 15th on 
his annual six-months in N. Y. 

Hugh Herbert will sing in ‘Chi 
Chi and Her Papas’ at Radio. 

Billy Leyser initiating his friends 


into the new dice game, yacht. 
Pearl Eaton still hoofing. Teach- 
ing dancing at a local school. 


Doctors and dentists in Holly- 
w.el groaning about business. 
Everyone at Metro wearing 


double-breasted gray flannel suits. 


Martin Broones and Charlotte 
Greenwood autoing baciz to New 
York. 


Wallace Beery flying to Broadway 
for opening of ‘The Champ’ at the 
Astor. 

Fredrich March 


lost 15 pounds 


turning to newspaper work about 
a year ago. 

Cap O’Brien, of O'’B., Malevinsky 
& Driscoll, back east after a fare- 
well week-end at Palm Springs with 
his son, Paul. Latter now in the 
law firm. Pickford-Fairbanks’ at- 
torney while here; also settled some 
other legal affairs. 

Fox studio publicity department 
claims a record in 17 pages of Fox 
player photos in the November is- 
sue of ‘Screenland.’ Pictures made 
by Hal Phyfe, who made 1,178 ac- 
cepted shots of contract people in 
his four months in Hollywood. 

Arthur Esberg, manager of the 
RKO, saved the house half hour’s 
overtime for five stage hands by or- 
dering no bows for the last act. 
Overtime was one-half minute; had 
it been a full minute the RKO would 
have had to pay for a full half-hour. 

The actor did a burn-up when a 





during filming of ‘Dr. 
Mr. Hyde.’ 

Mary Virginia Ashcraft, 
engaged to Charles Bohny, 
of Billie Dove. 

Stratford-on-Avon 
into the Biltmore 
Shalespearean rep. 

Allen Davis, actor-husband of 
Peggy Shannon, is here from New 
York to visit his wife. 

Another lot of girls for Bilgray’s 
night spot. Panama, being lined 
up by Sadie Halperin. 

Joe Lewis has cut the couvert to 
$1 at Olsen’s with Jack Crawford's 
ork the new dance band. 

Sally WBilers and Hoot Gibson 
parking their furniture at a new 
address in Beverly Hills. 

Frank Sebastian, Cotton Club 
owner, leaves for Chicago and New 
York on a talent hun* Nov. 15. 

Phil Rosen will drive his mother 
and Mercedes back in six weeks 
after settling up his affairs in N. Y. 

Edward Everett Horton’s outside 
pashes are a collection of sheep 
dogs and mastery of the Theremin. 

Regis Toomey on a month’s va- 
cash with pay from Par, debating 
whether on take a chance for a hop 
to N. Y. 

It used to be plain Irving Pichel. 
Since the actor-director made good 
Paramount is accenting the last 
Byllable. 

Hallelujah Quartet off KHJ and 
in San Francisco for picture house 
work. Then going to Arizona for a 
couple concerts. 

Dudley Nichols, writer who fin- 
fished at Fox three weeks ago, re- 
turns to New York Saturday (31) 
With a new play. 

John P. Medbury now doing a 
daily picture column for INS, plus 
comedy features on big news events 
for Universal service. 

Producers are off any open forum 
any more following the manner B. P. 
Schulberg was misquoted and bar- 
raged at the Wampas meet. 

Hearing that Ma Kennedy was in 
vaudeville with What-a-Man Hud- 
son, a stage carpenter tried to sell 
the team himself and a bedroom set. 

When will the Cocoanut Grove en- 
tertainers get a new repertoire? 
They’re killing themselves with the 
nitely broadcasts of the same plug 
catalog. 

Bill Perlberg drove to Albuquer- 
que to pick up his wife, Bobbie 
Frox, where she flew from New 
York. Both drove back to L. A. in 
the new V-8. 

Carl Laemmle, Jr., Harry Zehner, 
a chauffeur and a bodyguard, com- 
prise the convalescent trip to Palm 
Springs, where the quartet is pass- 
ing the time shooting rabbits. 

Don Marquis will get out the last 
number of his 12-year-old daugh- 
ter’s newspaper, ‘California Sun.’ 
The number was partially com- 
pleted when Barbara Marquis died. 

Ex-Rancho club caddy, encoun- 
tered as a newsie on Hollywood 
blvd., explained his professional 
awitch: ‘We can’t chisel youse guys 
any more; you're all broke now 
yourselves.’ 

In the 90’s. Heat another of those 
‘unusual’ things, with the result the 
Palm Springs and desert resorts 
aren't even on the map for the 
L. A.’ites, who have a Sahara all 
their own right now. 

Helen Wills (Moody) sailed on 
the Pres. Coolidge Nov. 1 for some 
exhibition games in the Orient, 


Jekyl and 


actress, 
brother 


Players 
shortly 


come 
with 


downtown adv. agency which has 
been trying to muscle in on the 
Hollywood publicity racket sent out 
a prospectus that they represent 


‘the Thor washing machines and 
Edward Everett Horton.’ That de- 
cided Horton against it. Charlotte 


Canty, former asst. to Florence 
Lawrence on the ‘Examiner’ hand- 
ling Horton. 

Spotting Will Rogers in the house 
at a performance of ‘Girl Crazy,’ in 
Los Angeles, B.B.B. rang in an im- 
personation of the cud comic. He 
was rewarded with a backstage visit 
of Rogers, who complimented B.B.B. 
for ‘doing the worst Will Rogers I 
have ever seen.’ 


Montreal 


Main stems cutting paper down. 
Cecil Duffy held up for $5,000 at 
Princess. 

Dune Macdonald back from honey- 
moon trip. 

Reg Noble, hockey ace since 1917, 
passes out of picture. 

Tommy Conway figuring on re- 
introducing burlesque. 








N. H. L. schedule out. Maroons 
play at home Christmas. 

Joe Lightstone cuts Orpheum 
scale from 50c to 40c top. 

Harry Hertz. refloating sunk 


dredges at Three Rivers. 

George Macdonald sore he forgot 
winter rules at Forest Hills. 

Tom Cleary grossing $40,000 in 
three weeks of ‘Palmy Days.’ 
Lionel Shapiro wins prize at Na- 
tional hockey golf tournament. 
Howard Conover, Montreal’s dean 
of exhibitors, celebrating birthday. 
Frank Clark, our only colyumnist, 
also handling charity organization. 
Fergus Grant taking in world 
cruise Empress Britain for ‘Gazette.’ 


Tom Hawkins marrying K. 
O’Bryan; honeymooning Washing- 
ton. 


Nabe houses that dropped vaude 
find succeeding week’s gross cut in 
half. 

Alfred Saxe, Marconi announcer, 


accepts NBC radio appointment 
Chicago. 
Montreal Orchestra, 70 pieces, 


starts winter season Sunday at His 
Majesty’s. 

Racetrack betting down 12% in 
Canada this year, but Quebec tracks 
showed increases. 

Howie Morenz, winning Crutchley 
trophy for second year in succes- 
sion, gets it permanently. 

Delicatessen opening Sundays af- 
firmed by courts. Lifts Sunday 
closing menace from pictures here. 

One percent of all exchange, ex- 
hibitors, employes and operating 
companies payrolls go for charity 
next four months. 

Warren Stevens, forward passing 
hero of the hour here, may give 
Montreal rugby championship. If 
so, George Rotsky figuring on fea- 
turing him and his team at Palace. 





Brooklyn 


By Jo Ranson 


Dance halls crying out loud. 

Merle Clark has rheumatism. 

Lou Goldberg’s wife operated on. 

Jack Partington catching show at 
Par. 





while her husband opened the new 
shipboard brokerage on the Dollar 
liner’s maiden voyage. 

Newt Jons, artist, has been en- 
gaged by Radio to make sketches 
of script scenes in ‘Lost Squadron’ 
so that Paul Sloan, .the director, 
may get a good idea of the plane 
crashes before he starts dropping 
them. 

3ert Wheeler claims it’s gospel 
and is still burning about the per- 
sonal appearance he made for a 
Glasgow exhibitor who met him and 
Bobby Woolsey with a motor at the 
station but wanted to charge both a 
shilling a mile for transportation. 
The boys, at the Radio Pictures 
London office’s request, made the 
trip to Glasgow as a courtesy for 
the local exhib. 

Russell Birdwell doing by-line 
stories on the ‘Examiner’ on the 
Mrs. Judd murder out of Phoenix, 
is the same Birdwell who wrote for 
Fox and also tried to direct, re- 


+ an A EY Shes. Ver 


WLTH 
studio. 

Moulin Rouge opens witha WLTH 
wire. 

Charlie Davis due back next week 
from Europe. 

Rian James going 
Brooklyn show November 13. 

Andy Lang, former ‘Standard 
Union’ writer, now P. A. for WBBC. 

Namm’'s store going on WMCA 
with local theatres tying in talent 
for publicity breaks. 

Bob ITarton, whose brother co- 
authored ‘Wonder Boy,’ now pro- 
gram director of WLTH. 

Special studio constructed in Fox 
theatre so Abe Lyman and Band 
ean give WABC broadcast. 


has opened New York 


into Par for 








licity stunt on ‘Girls About Town.’ 

Cleveland Rodgers made editor of 
‘Eagle.’ Formerly associate editor. 
Dr. Arthur M. Hiowe now editor 
emeritus. 








Mi a7 
By Frank D. Richardson 


Gyro club being organized. 


Wofford Hotel opened for season 
Saturday. 

Steve Hannagan 
marry Ruth Ellery. 

Mrs. Jimmie Walker leased a 
home on the bay front for the sea- 
son. 
Blue Steele and orchestra opened | 
at Coral Gables County Club Sat- | 
urday. 
Alcazar Roof spreading itself with | 
two bands, besides a floor show. 
Business spotty. 
New private club, Beach Cabana 


is engaged to 








Club, started on the beach. Cost 
$163,000. Formal opening Decem- 
ber. 

Perry Stoltz, who operated the 
first broadcasting station in this | 
vicinity is defendant in divorce 
proceedings. | 

Joseph Cotten and Lenore La- | 
mont married. Cotton now in Bos- 
ton in ‘Tonight or Never.’ The 


bride was concert pianist. 

B. F. Shields, assistant manager 
of the State, was held under $250 
bond on assault and battery charge 
for refusing to admit a state labor 
inspector to the theatre. 

The American Clipper, a Pan-| 
American Airways’ 50-passenger 
plane recently constructed, arrived | 
and will go into service between | 
here and South America. 

Deauville Casino will not open 
this season. Property under fore- 
closure by holder of first mortgage. 
Coley Madden, bookmaker, holds a 
third mortgage or $96,000. 
Apartments and homes offered 
for rent until May at prices from 
25 to 50% cheaper than ever before. 
The cheaper places are filling but 
no great demand for the higher 
priced homes. 

M. B. Leavitt, old time theatrical 
producer, claims Thos. A. Edison 
repeatedly asked him for a job in 
show business when Edison was a 
young telegraph operator in Bos- 
ton. Mr. Leavitt is now 88 years 
old and has been a resident here 
since 1920. 

Internal revenue department filed 
two liens for income taxes against 
Al Capone’s Palm Island home. 
One lien against Al for $51,498 and 
one for a like amount against his 
wife, Mae. Liens do not prevent 
the occupancy of the home, merely 
cloud the title. 

There will be no coin for the 
golfers here this winter as the La 
Gorce open, the biggest money 
tournament in the country, has 
been called off. Until two years ago 
this was the biggest purse ever of- 
fered for competitive golf in the 
world. Then the Agua Caliente 
open in Mexico topped, offering 
$25,000, later cut to $15,000. 


Loop 


Glickman 





Freddie New York 
bound, 

Ben Cooney now mgr. of Warner 
house in Kenosha. 

Ted Weems is being groomed for 
a week at the Palace. 

Bill Werdell leaves NBC for the 
Erwin, Wasey agency. 

Harry Munns is the first apple- 
buyer of the new season. 

Steve Trumbull found an Indian 
entertainer who wasn’t a chief. 

Howard Neumiller is back at the 
black and white keys for WBBM. 

Frances Abrams buying up 
scarves and red flannels to kill per- 
sistent cold. 

Jack Horwits can’t decide on 
whether to become a columnist or 
stick to Lindys. 

Ray Conlin came in all the way 
from New York to work a date 
for Jack Danger. 

Fred Herendeen recuperating from 
the effects of writing the score for 
the Service Club show. 

Ben Bernie grabbed off Sophie 
Tucker for a College Inn appear- 
ance her first night in town. 

Ferdie Grofe is no longer doing 
the Whiteman arrangements. Stick- 
ing strictly to band conducting, 

Mort Infield and Dick Hoffman 
walked into the Majestic from habit, 
and found themselves looking at 
Shakespeare. 

Sam bramson’s mug may be spied 
down at the Theatre Grill encased in 


|} another farewell. 


punch-line, 
ments.’ 
Hawthorne track called last Fri- 


‘Decency has its mo- 


day’s meet ‘Adelphi Theatre Day.’ 
Races were named after members 
of the ‘Unexpected Husband’ cast. 
Extra event was added so that Ray 
West's moniker could get in. 

Wayne King's getting a build-up 
as a philosopher from the NBC 
p.a.’s. They're quoting him as say- 
ing that he believes ‘the study of 
philosophy is more important to the 
propagation of music than the study 
of music itself.’ 


Toronto 





Sinclair Lewis secretly in town. 

Bert McCreath hints at big do- 
ings. 

Shake up 
lengths. 

Film houses looking for 
pictures, 

Rafael’ Sabatini telling 
about love and romance. 

Hal Miller revives the Toronto 
Press Club. No telephone. 

Wilf Campbell reached the point 


in all Canadian wave 


musical 


women 


in his last story in less than 20 
minutes. 
Sir John Martin Harvey doing 


He's booked in at 
the Royal. 

Al Leary, ex radio chief for the 
‘Evening Telegram,’ now sales man- 
ager CKCL. 

Art Wells broadcasting news. 

Paul Frederick in the Star Week- 
ly is really Fred Griffin. 

Caesar Smith is really Gregory 
Clark and Cyrus Leger is Robert 
C, Reade if anybody cares. 

Webb Knowles acting as body- 
guard to Bob McK -chnie, the ‘Get- 
Rich-Quick-Wallingford’ kid. 

Walter Winchell column offered 
around with no takers. Nobody un- 
derstands his language up here. 

Adolph Zukor named as chief bad 
man in the theatre combine trial, 
but he hasn’t heard about it yet. 

Keith Munro, suburban editor 
‘Star,’ walks down the center disle 
with Phyllis Austin next Saturday. 

Cowboy Kean has a pink coat 
now and rides to hounds. He’s what 
they call a capper, whatever that is. 

Fans beginning to howl for mu- 
sic in shows. ‘Student Prince’ at 
$2.50 top sold out at Royal before 
opening. 

Bob Reade shot his first round 
of golf for the season. Did 128 and 
won $1.50 from Pete Moffatt and 
Gord Sinclair. 

Bradshaw Crandell imported from 
Philadelphia to paint magazine 
covers for McLeans. Local illus- 
trators squawk. 

Magazine tariff puts 
Yorker’ at 25 cents and ‘Post’ a 
dime, ‘Cosmo’ 40 cents and ‘Mer- 
cury’ 60 cents, with sales off. ‘Lib- 
erty’ still a nickel and slipping. 

John McCormack, who cancelled 
a war time concert because they 
asked him to sing ‘God Save the 
King,’ is around. He swore 16 years 
ago he’d never play Toronto again. 


Milwaukee 


By Frank J. Miller 


‘New 





Harry Bode in town. 

Phoenix hosiery strike settled. 

Stars of Yesterday idea hit at Fox 
Wisconsin. 

Full speed ahead now for little 
theatre groups. 

‘Blossom Time’ again at Davidson. 
Fred Jordan ahead. 

Claude McCartney gone commer- 
cial. But he'll be back. 

Ruth Roland cut the ribbon open- 
ing newly widened Mitchell street. 

Masonic bodies granted free use of 
Auditorium for unemployed concert 
Dec. 5. 

Fire on Wisconsin theatre canopy 
did not’ stop people from buying 
tickets. 

Doc Marshall, Brewers’ star 
catcher 18 years ago, here for medic 
convention. 

John Meara freelancing publicity. 

Twenty-two-story addition to Au- 
ditorium being considered. 

Convention of state schoolmarms | 
brought about 7,000 of the girls to 
town. They went heavy for shows. 

Chateau, roadhouse de luxe on the 
Cedarburg road, now open. Jack 





an Empress Eugenie lid. Just a 
caricaturist’s gag. 
Drama critics had a_ private 


screening at B. & K. of Metro's 
‘Sin of Madelon Claudet’ to take a 
peek at Helen Hayes in celluloid. 
Iiva Tanguay at the Chicago and 
Sophie Tucker at the Oriental are 





Henry Spiegel riding with chorus | 
girls on Par's ballyhoo car for pub- | 


being plugged against each other by 
| B. & K., and Texas Guinan is 
}the Planet Mars. 

Eddie Saunders, behind the Sel- 
|; wyn grill the past three years, has 
rone to New York for RKO. Eddie 
ita came up from Great North- 
} orn to replace him. 

j Two pictures in town, ‘Walling- 
| ford’ (Metro) and ‘Unholy Garden’ 
| (UA), both dialogged by 


MacArthur, contain the same 


at | 


Charlie | 


Kline m. ec. of pretentious floor show. 

Wisconsin’s one-handed pianist, 
Don Johnson of La Crosse, gave his 
first Chicago concert. Plays with 
his right hand. 

American premiere of Emmerich 
KXKalman’s new operetta, ‘The Hol- 
land Wife,’ a hit as given at Pabst 
by German company. 

Pines and Romano Woods, road- | 
| houses, raided for housing gambling 





devices. Barney Hagen and Herbert 
Howard fine $190 each. 

Asst. Attorney General J. E. Mes-| 
serschmidt informed Asst. Dist | 
Atty. John P. McAvoy of Kenosha | 


county that distribution of a theatre | 
pass in about every tenth package} 
of bread is a violation of the trading 
{stamp law 


= ——— 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 





Martha Crowald, great im 
ment, 


Snow is here, mountains al 
capped. | white 

Tommy Abbott, at his best, 
exercise. 

Write to those that you kn 
Saranac, 

Bridge and 
the Lodge. 

Joe Lang on a trip to Ne 
and Baltimore. . w York 

George Neville, okay, exercige two 
hours twice a day. 

Dick Kuni, added exercise with g 
two-meal up okay. 

Louis Sonsonkin, unlimited, cure 
nearly accomplished. 

Talk about little theatre 1c 
ment in Lake Placid. = 

Edith Cohen, okay 
provement, still abed. 

Mike McNamee to remain in bed, 
a slight improvement. 

Dick Moore the same, one meal a 
day with short exercise. 

Ben Shaffer lost his dialect ac. 
count of nerve operation, 

Ethel Clouds, not so good, exer. 
cise off, still an up patient, 

Alma Montague, left infirmary de.~ 
partment now all up patient, ~ 

Bert Ford, very good, limitea ex. 
ercise with an added hour a day. 

This is the only sanatorium in the 
world that has 10 Walter Winchells, 

Chris Hagedorn, added two hours 
a day exercise, definite improvement 

Jack Dempsey, one hour exercise 
added twice a day, great comeback, 

Harry English, good report, but 
must remain in infirmary depart- 
ment. 

Ired Rith, one meal a day in din. 
ing room, allowed downtown, pice 
tures, 

Charles Libecap, extra exercise, 
working in X-ray department, photo 
work, 

Kitty Flynn, one of the best re- 
ports of the san, all up, limited ex. 
ercise, 

Vernon Lawrence, unlimited exer. 
cise, taking over the vocational de- 
partment. 

William Meyer did not leave here, 
as reported. His stay extended for 
check-up. 

Eddie Voss, 100% 
san’s research 
comeback. 

George Neville at 
doing things. 
his porch room. 

Lawrence McCarthy, okay, with 
limited exercise, one hour twice a 
day, at his best. 

Benway himself, definite improve- 
ment, still in infirmary department, 
holding his own. 

Andrew Molony visited the san 
wearing an iron hat, Looked funny, 
but feeling good. 

The passing of Doris Giltrap 
gloomed up the lodge. Doris was 
one of the best liked patients in the 
san, 

Mae Delany received the long- 
looked-for okay to go home for two 
months. Mae has had a two-year 
siege. 

Eddie Voss returned from the you- 
tell-em street okay. After three 
weeks of heavy air he feels better 
and gained weight. 

Helen Antalek did the trick and 
left the cure city with an absolute 
arrested okay. Now Broadwaying 
breaking in new air. 

Allie Bagley, sieging in bed after 
a slight setback, now allowed short 
exercise with downtown picture. X- 
ray showing great improvement. 

Frank Garfield, who did the cure 
thing here some two years ago, 3S 
back at the san to sap up some more 
of this real ozone. Just run down. 

Balance of official reports from 
doctor and patients from October, 
1930, to October, 1931. General 
check-up and yearly exam by Dr. 
Edgar Mayer: 

Fred ‘Bones’ Bachman gets the 
long-looked-for definite improve- 
ment on x-ray showing. Was strict- 
ly bed patient since arrival; now 
allowed to get up for one downstairs 
meal, 

After giving him the general exam 
Dr. Mayer told George Harmon not 
to worry. ‘ 

‘How can I forget it? complained 
Geo. Every morning when I get UP 
there’s that bird on my windowsill 
singing TeeBee—Tee Bee. 
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Fort Wayne 


By Robert Baral 


Faster air service now. , 

Three riding schools flourishing. 

Tony Bruggeman wins golf cham- 
pionship. 


Little Theatre Guild does ‘Last 
Mile’ as opener. a4 
Manny Mareus says he always 


liked Fort Wayne. 
Arthur Frudenfeld of 

and out frequently. 
Bessie Kk. 


I et roit, in 


x te ) de 
Roberts wants t 


something at world’s fair. 


- Mg 

Edna Hodell back from wL 

audition with Henry Thels. ‘ds 

the opening of his Grand api 
Civie Theatre. 


: P y oT eon 
Harriet Derck humming “Time” 
My Hands’ while waiting t? 


Paramoun: to sell goods 


@wet i 
get 


Understood Berny Sebels fe. 
book is dedicated to his Sissets > 
Philip Lee, who lives here ended 

Friends of Arthur Ikoh!i ae 
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Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 


for Schumann- 


Big reception 


ag Thurston Harris has gone 


aoe wired Brian McDonald to 


mediately. 
on eo sereening reom into 
regular little theatre. 


ee hee epee 

Joe Hiller has gone n 
at Show Boat cafe. 

Oeil Hollins, local dance-band 


dies of pneumonia at 43. 
Ada Burt, cousin of Belle Baker, 
made her radio debut over WJAS. 
The musicians’ strike now begin- 
ning to look like an all-winter affair. 
Eddie Klein cpening a new nite 
t, Europa Club, with gypsy band. 
OarTy Millstein, U branch man- 
ager, made general salesman for U 


a oe Veronica, personality gal at 


Jeader, 


the Enright couple of seasons ago, | 


ith ‘Vanities.’ 
a Kenfield transferred from 
the Warner here to a WB house in 

nville, O. : 
es hotels and cafes bring out 
their cheap glassware every big 
ball week-end. 

rr ieatty MacDonald back on the 
‘Post-Gazette’ copy desk after ab- 
gence of four years. 


stage shows to bother 


With no : ; 
about the last month, Mike Cullen 
has been putting on weight. 

Uncle Wilbert Robinson, ex- 


rer chief, being talked about as 
oe manager of the Pirates. 

Donn Wermuth carrying snap- 
shots around of his five-month-old 
kid and will show ‘em to anyone. 

Academy, burlesaue, making play 
for femme trade with special bar- 
gain mats for unescorted women. — 

Cricks on the local dailies can't 
get over the spanking ‘East Wind 
got from the New York reviewers. 

Al Butler, ahead of ‘Student 
Prince,’ went haywire when his 
trunks failed to arrive and upset the 

office. 
em Quinn, the newshound, has 
100 barrels of pre-war liquor in a 
government storehouse. His father 
used to be a brewer. ; 

Dick Powell wires from St. Louis 
he made his Ambassador debut sim- 
ultaneously with his son, William's 
‘Road to Singapore.’ 

Pitt-Army game Nov. 14 already 
a sell-out, marking first time in 
stadium’s history all of its 68,000 
geats have been sold. } 

Carrie Havey, phone girl at the 
snooty Duquesne Club, a cousin of 
Havey Boyle, sports editor and state 
boxing commissioner. 

Harry Brown did a burn-up when 
one of the local dailies wanted him 
to eliminate ‘Direct from New York 
line in the ‘Vanities’ ads. 

‘Post-Gazette’ had a stunt in 
which Cy Hungerford, staff car- 
toonist, sketched Peter Arno as he 
gaw him, and Arno in turn sketched 
Hungerford. 

Moe Glanz booked two vaude acts 
this week and wants to know 
where's that depression he’s been 
hearing about. 


lee Beal 


By Joe Wagner 








Jack P. Harrises are now located 
in Kew Gardens. 

Alden theatre, Jamaica, 
Passed first birthday. 

The riding schools all over the 
Island are doing well. 

Jesse Lowenthal at the Tri-Boro 
Practices his banking. 

Great Neck Playhouse booking in 
Saturday night tryouts. 

Florence Moore returns 
honeymoon in Adirondacks. 

The Siamese cat in Marion Har- 
ris’ car doesn’t belong to her. 

They say the revision of ‘Bush 
Parole’ means its non-appearance. 

Sallie Fisher (Mrs. Arthur Hough- 
ton) still sighs for her Maine camp. 

The front of the old Steinway 
theatre in Astoria looks like a cir- 
cus billboard. 

The Don Dickermans may g0 
west and not return to their Port 
Washington home. 

Douglas Leavitt was busy help- 
ing his home town charity show at 
the Capitol, Bayside. 

tnie Cowham, the organist at 
the RKO Flushing, is now writing 
Songs for the entire circuit. 

LeRoy Hickey, the new head ush- 
er, at the Alden, Jamaica, is just 
across the street from his old job. 
Harold McMahon trying to 
make a bright light district with 
his big floodlights on the Valencia? 
Irving Ureles’ new Ford is being 
Worked to death between Loew's 
Plaza in Corona and Kew Gardens. 
a ie Adrienne Morrison's Chii- 
— Players are booked heavy on 
rr north shore for the entire win- 


just 


from 


The Four Fords are now in the 


raha business in Forest Hills, 


ter) spent weekend with the Ben 
Hechts. Helen Hayes and Charlie 
MacArthur also guests. 

The Harlan Thompsons (Marion 
Spitzer) leave Russell Gardens for 
apartment in town. Non-commital 
about ‘Hot and Bothered.’ 

Lillian Foster, who'll never live 
down the Hannen Swaffer slap and 
doesn’t even want to, back in Great 
Neck with something up her sleeve. 

Joe Zelli, owner of Paris Zelli’s 
and producer of ‘Papavert,’ guest of 
Marion Bent, tells amateur theatri- 


to bring production over here. 
. a. 
Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 





Community fund drive on this 


week. 
John Dilson of Bainbridge dra- 
matic stock slightly injured \,;hen 


auto skidded. 

Screen advertising goes into third 
Publix loop house, the Lyric: 
runs and 35c admission. 

Town all stirred up by charges of 
police department 
bootleggers, gamblers, etc. 

J. Eph Rosen, former exchange 
manager here for FBO and Univer- 


sal, joining Columbia loeal sales 
staff. 

Dorrit Kelton of Bainbridge stock 
taken ill during performance of 
‘Street Scene’ and had to be re- 
placed. 


Girls’ orchestra going out of Shu- 
bert (dramatic stock) and to be re- 
placed by synthetic music. Econ- 
omy measure. 

Publix called off prosecution of 
crasher who slugged assistant man- 
ager and usher at Grand theatre be- 
cause he’s family’s sole support. 

Despite . illmess, George Dewey 
Washington worked at every per- 
formance with F. & M. ‘Black and 
White’ unit at Minnesota last week. 

Capacity crowd of 55,000 paid $2.50 
to see the Minnesota-Wisconsin 
football game in the rain and cold, 
and several thousand were turned 
away. 

Henri Verbrugghen, 
Minneapolis Symphony 
collapsed during 
taken to hospital. 
serious. 

Lou Breese, m.c. and orchestra 
leader at Minnesota, employing 
home talent practically every week 
for orchestral presentations and 
stage shows. 

Minnesota publicity department 
had Alice White togged in white 
trousers leading cheers in front of 
25,000 people at Minnesota-Iowa 
football game. 

A ‘milking contest’ between Min- 
nesota and Wisconsin co-eds as part 
of a Homecoming rodeo prior to in- 
stitutions’ football clash, revealed 
as publicity gag. 

More prosperity dope—Seth Par- 
ker and his company drew 4,000 paid 
admissions to the Municipal Audi- 
torium for one-night stand. Lecture 
by Gen. Smedley Butler attracted 
only 400. 

Depression items: New low gen- 
eral admission of 30c for less im- 
portant programs presented by 
Minneapolis boxing club. Flame 
Room, leading local night club, of - 
fering dinner and dancing to music 
of noted orchestra for one buck— 
pre-war price. 


Albany, N. Y. 


By Henry Retonda 


orchestra, 
rehearsal and 








State has a new marquee. 

Tony Ryan of Fox exchange won 
in Fox Clarke contest. 

‘Susan Lenox,’ featured at Strand 
two weeks ago, returned to Ritz for 
one week. 

Charles Derry, operator of Town 
Hall, Port Henry, gave up lease to 
Allen Serrine. He is building a new 
house. 

Close to $1,000 has been collected 
by Charles Smakwitz from exhibit- 
ors and exchanges for the commun- 
ity chest. 

Recent visitors in town were 
Benny Darrow, Harry Lux, Walter 
Reed, Charles Bryan and 
Bernstein. 

Frieder & Groosman, owners of 
Playhouse and Park in Hudson, 
have opened the Colonial in Utica 
with vaude. ; 

John Gardner, owner of Family 
theatre at Watervliet, has bought 
the American at Schenectady from 
Claude Fisher. 

Bill Kennedy, Rouse’s Point and 
Champlain exhibitor, is the Demo- 


eratiec candidate for supervisor of 





making out well with their| Clinton county. : 
Shop. Lou Lazar and Wilbur Grant were 
Pine large Italian population in|}in Buffalo for several days doing 
*rona like their native talkers and | booking for some of the western 


the show F 
VS are break 4 
the ag reaking 


Be tsinia West (John’s wife and 


records at 


sen ae mother) one of most ex- 
] rt flounder fishermen on Man- 
lasset Bay. 

ribet one welcomed William 
, es during his stay in Jamaica. 
of y €ven made him picture editor 
) the ‘Press.’ 





Isabel Lowe (Mrs. Paul F. Fos- 


New York houses. 

Warner theatres in Albany divi- 
sion are all spruced up in observ- 
ance of Victory montn month. 
Managers all working to earn one 
of the prizes. 

Ads for Leland and Hall, both 
owned by C. H. Buckley, are ap- 
pearing with a boxed notation, ‘An 


4 P 
this 


Albany theatre conducted by an Al- | 


banian for Albany people.’ 


cal group in Great Neck of plans| 


first | 


shakedowns of | 


director of | 


Condition not} 


Jules 


Toledo 


By Dick McGeorge 


Hunting season is here. 
Press club may lower dues. 
Free of labor troubles here. 
} Eastern Star Convention last wk. 
| Wonder where Florence Holwin- 
|kle is now? 

| Walter Weller has a 
Jand bugle corps. 

‘Pink Undies’ Phelps goes for Va- 





real drum 


riety in a big way. 

Weaver Bros. and Elviry return 
Dec. 5 to the RKO Rivoli. 

Bernie Lustig won’t tell which 
birthday he celebrated last. 

Silver Slipper, nighter, raided, 


along with Chicken Charlie’s. 
Fay Bainter-Walter Hampden 
moved back a week to Nov. 30. 
Vita Temple now on a double sec- 
ond run program and doing fair biz. 





Bakery put lights out honoring 
| Edison. Lights went on. Stickup, 
| $50. 

Now that Ohio State is out of it, 
|the rooters here are pointing to 
next year. 
| New outfit taking over Green- 
baum’s drug store, hangout for 
| newshounds. 

Thelma Smith, Bee Kellar and 
Edith Woods have gone to Buffalo} 


to join a burlesk outfit. 

High Level bridge opening with 
|giant parade kept plenty of people 
| away from the theatre. 
| Langdon Kumler working nights 
lat the Pantheon while brother John 
|holds down the day job. 
| It's toe bad for anybody that 
| sleeps in the ‘Blade’ ed. rooms. A 
| photographer is always on the job. 
Bill Usilton has replaced Dick 





Wright as p.a. for the RKO Rivoli. 
Dick goes back to his assistant 
| managerial duties. 

Gordon Dressel lost a perfectly 
|}good hat when it blew into the 
river as he was riding in the may- 
or’s car at the bridge dedication. 

Mrs. Dick Richards, wife of the 
‘Blade’ dramatic critic, and now 
mother of a baby girl, is the former 
Anita Loring of the ‘Vanities’ sev- 
eral years ago. 

Steve Stevens, Dick Wright, Bill 
| Usilton and Dick Henderson of the 
| Rivoli staff and bill arose at 6 a.m. 
|}one morning to entertain at a high 
school mass meeting. 








Reno 


Two more gambling joints folded 
and will remain closed for the rest 
of the winter. 

Red hot jokes in U. of N. student 
p blication shocks profs and near- 
ly caused editor to be given air. 

Tahoe Tavern, swanky Lake Ta- 


hoe resort, to be sold to highest 
bidder next month by bond hold- 
ers. 


Nevada fired three star football 
players for playing the night clubs 
and then won its first grid victory 
of the season. 

Sixty-seventh anniversary of Ne- 
vada’s admission to union cele- 
brated Saturday (31) with parade 
and big party in Reno. 

Majestic and Granada theatres, 
part of T. & D. Jr. chain, spend 
40 grand for redecorating and re- 
furnishing. Biz is good. 

Governor Balzar and James Mc- 
Kay returned Sat. (31) from moose 
hunting trip to Wyoming. Jack 
Dempsey was on the trip but re- 
mained in Utah. 

The wedding of George William 
Hill and Frances Marion in Phoe- 
nix, Ariz., in January, 1930, went 
on the rocks here this week when 
Hill filed suit for divorce. 

Ten minutes after he divorced 
Pauline Lord, actress, Owen B. 
Winters was married to Mrs. Con- 
stance S. Hartlington of Kansas, a 
widow. The same judge who granted 
Winters a divorce married him to 








the widow. 
Westchester 
Mrs. Messmore Kendall, Dobbs 


Ferry, at Hot Springs, Va. 





John McCormack concert drew 
4000 to county center, White 
Plains. 


Mamaroneck has new weekly tab, 
|‘The Plaindealer.’ Herbert S. Cam- 
| ren ed. and pub. 
| Westchester to have four 
formances of Met. Op. at 
,center this season. 
| Trying again with Hastings the- 
|atre, Hastings-on-Hudson. Fourth 
eae prone in year or so. 


per- 
county 


Loew's, Yonkers, asks tax board 
to reduce assessment from $1,029,- 
259 to $800,000. Vacant stores in 
building. 


taurant man who shot himself Oct. 
;}8 at Pelham, left his entire estate 
to widow, Mary. Papers filed place 
estate at ‘less than $10,000.’ 

Better Films Committee function- 
jing in Mt. Vernon, Composed of 
'ehurchmen and reps. of civic and 


} 
} 
| Dwight Wheeler, Wail street res- 
| 


; put the Lumberjacks back 
| air—so here they are. 





i fraternal hodies. Joseph L. Lorenzo, 





RKO Westchester dist. manager, 


told committee public was getting 
what it wanted, as indicated by 
RO 

Howard Brenton MacDonald, 
traveler and lecturer, Yonkers, 
back from Bermuda, where he sur- |} 
veyed marine life in diving suit. 

John Lowry, Inc., Mt. Vernon, 
gets contract to build music hall 


and office extensions in Radio City. 


- 
San Francisco 
By Harold Bock 
Paul Pitman, Big Brother, out of 
KPO. 
Food show at Muni Aud, 8 days, 
$4,500. 
Henry Starr 
marriage. 
Joe Laurie, Jr., getting 
for his vaude history. 
Rudy Vallee fan club here called 
the Vallee Vagabonds. 
Joe Goldberg flew up from L. A. 
and back just as suddenly. 


wants to annul his 


material 


Wine bricks floppo here. Too 
much real stuff easily obtainable. 

The Art Landaus_ spent their 
honeymoon in a hospital. Auto ac- 
cident. 

Local mayoralty campaign wild- 
est one yet with affidavits and 
whatnots introduced in full page 
ads. 


Irene Rich being sued for divorce 
by her local investment  broker- 
hubby, David Blankenhorn. He 


|} says cruelty. 


operation forced Alice 
Gentle off her KPO programs 
out of the Oct. 27 concert she 
to have given. 

Thirteen hundred letters 
vinced the sponsors they'd 


Reducing 
was 


con- 
better 
on the 


Jean Roger, granddaughter of the 
late Frank Bacon, married to Jo- 
seph Payoutte at Baconia, the old 
Bacon home near here. 

Barry Thompson getting versa- 
tile. One day a clock next a dog, 
then a mt. lion, an owl and a tough 
hombre on his KPO programs. 

George Brown,made a chump out 
of the snails by Lincolning up from 
Los Angeles in 19 hours despite 
flats, missing engines, toothless 
gears and a few other minor dis- 
turbances. The Harry Goldenburgs 
and Mrs. Cliff Work were annoyed 
passengers. 

Buster Keaton had a whole floor 
at the Palace Hotel and after the 
U.S.C-U.C. game threw a party at 
the Bal Tabarin. Guests included 
the Harold Lloyds, Lew Cody, Nor- 
ma Talmadge, Gilbert Roland, the 
Jack Conways, Sam Woods and 
others. Others at the game were 
Billie Dove, Harriett Parsons, Mar- 
quis Busby and Roscoe Arbuckle. 





New Haven 


By H. M. Bone 


Stub Walton gone home. 

Those F. & M. kids miss the Fox- 
Poli. 

Is E. J. Harvey still with War- 
ner? 

Sy 
Grill 

Yale Drama school will do ‘Em- 
peror Jones.’ 

Tony Russo handling press stuff 
temporarily for Par. 

Jack Devine has a lovely ear for 
musical ‘arrangements.’ 

Joe Farrel attended his second 
football game in 20 years. 

Public sale on big Yale football 
tickets first time in years. 

Wonder when Eli Cohen starts 
his next sealing expedition? 

Barney Rapp held open house for 
those ‘Marche Militaire’ girls. 

Betty Froos did a local Kate 
Smith—three weeks at Fox-Poli. 

Louis LaBine finds theatre man- 
aging tougher than banking biz. 

Abe Pardoll’s chief claim to fame 
is that he’s Louis Sobol’s cousin. 

Frederick W. Welch is new pres. 
of West Haven Civic Opera Guild. 

Jack Crawford will direct Ibsen’s 
‘Doll House,’ Little Theatre Guild’s 
first. 

Football season has brought a 
flock of inns and dance spots to life 
again. 


Byer back on job in Taft 


Seven Gables Inn, enlarged to 
1,400 capacity, now using two 
bands. 

Charlie Irwin is making pay- 


ments on a new bungalow in Cali- 
fornia. 


What would Bernie Hynes do 
Saturday nights without Pavilion 
Royal? 

Harry Berman’s heartbreak is 


that his own kid has no musical ap- 
preciation. 

Why should Eddie 
gum when Henry 
roommate? 

Paramount-Roger Sherman foot- 
ball game, which Par won. boosted 
local liniment sales, 

Harry Cohen has something to 
save for his grandchildren—his pro- 
file was in the paper. 

Richard Skinner, arranging book- 
ings in Florida, postals that Jitney 
Players are cleaning up in Texas. 


Weaver buy 
3usse is his 





| 





and | 


Cleveland 


By Glenn C. Pullen 


Ohio goes dark for next week. 


Frank Monace to move his cabe 
aret. 

Estelle Haddad of Public Hall 
ailing. 

Don Carlos, 
hit by auto. 


Ohio’s ticket taker 


Harland Fend back grabbing 
space for Loew's. 

Maurice Lebensburger new Ohio 
rep for Tobis films. 

Grace Gillmore, local actress, 
honeymooning in Germany. 

Papers and city officials turning 


screws on policy game promoters. 


Freddy Large’s band at Clare- 
|mont Tent goes radio over WJAY. 

Bill Grey, former Ohio manager, 
now well enough to leave hospital. 

Al Cohn, head of indie Cameo, 
also runs automatic pencil come 
pany. 


Healy and Cross missed one show 
at Palace, due to Al Cross’ ailing 
pipes. 

Columbia, abandoned by  bure 
lesque stock, to open as film grind 
house. 

Traveling chorines getting $1 day 


rates at Allerton by bunking to- 
gether. 

Rita Steck, wife of Bandmaster 
Ray, in  Statler’s femme musiG 


quintet. 

Theatre Workshop has incorpo- 
rated itself and signed Carl Freidel 
to coach. 

Genevieve of 


Jacobs, daughter 


‘News’ movie critic, is ticket seller 
at Hipp. 

Charley Avellone, WTAM musi- 
cian, was secretly married last 


February. 

Ruth Schuele and George Coufal 
at Theatre Workshop announce en- 
gagement. 

Kathryn Printy, Jack lLynch’s 
studio pianist, has inherited a wad 


from aunt. 
Bobbie Burns, who says depres- 
sion has licked dance lessons, to 


close his studio. 
Pat Harrington at last got his big 


radio break with Stubby Gordon’s 
band on WTAM. 
Sidewalk razor blade pitchmen *‘ 


demonstrate 62 different ways to 
cut your rival‘s throat. 

Helen Hayes on screen at Allen 
this week and in person in ‘Good 
Fairy’ at Hanna next week. 

Walberg Brown, WTAM band 
leader, is another who’s been keepe- 
ing recent wedding a secret. 

Guild of Masque is name of new 
little theatre backed by Lakewood 
junior chamber of commerce 

Ollie Potter, Plaza Club singer, 
due to be sealed to Herman Ferdi- 
nand, local club manager, in Dee- 
cember. 

Sammy Manheim is trying to for- 
get his burlesque ventures since 
crashing into legit field with Bob 
McLaughlin. 

Premiere of Maude Adams’ come 
back play, ‘Merchant of Venice,’ 
made critics run to dictionaries for 
new adjectives. 

Alex Warshawsky, local painter 
in Hollywood, writes back he’s a 
papa now and painting Norma 
Shearer’s portrait. 

Lunt and Fontanne saw pre-view 
of ‘Guardsman’ here, with Lunt 
cracking, ‘My God, do my shoulders 
look as bad as that?’ 

With Piccadilly Playhouse closed 
by city officials, Marie Ilka Diehl 
is thinking about road showing 
‘Ned McCobb’s Daughter.’ 

Arthur Lubin and Ted Vieham 
here to look over Playhouse pre- 
miere of ‘Hide in the Dark,’ new 
mystery drama of Frances Noyes 
Hart, 





Boston 


By Len Libbey 


Boston Horse Show hurting fash. 
ionable spots. 

Grace Hayes and Paul Ash quit- 
ting ‘Little Racketeer.’ 

J. J. Shubert in town looking over 
the Queenie Smith show. 

Lou Tellegen playing leads in a 
suburban stock company. 

Sylvia Cushman’s suit against 
Graham McNamee dropped. 

Local Salvation Army giving free 
entertainment for unemployed. 


Neal ‘Boston ‘Traveler’ O’Hara 
Hollywood bound to write dialog 
for Fox. 


Historic Hollis theatre taken over 


by corporation headed by A. N. 
Madison. 
Earl Nelson, local NBC star, 


making personal appearances at the 
Orpheum. 

Most of the hotels lifted the spe- 
cial charges for the Hallowe'en 
celebrators. 

Lew Conrad, Hotel Statler orches- 
tra leader, insured his piano fingers 
for $250,000. 

Judge E. G. Davis handing out de- 
pression fines. Minor violations cut 
from $10 to $5. 

Boston's ace musical ensemble, the 
Boston Symphony, touring the west, 
due back Nov. 6. 

Ernie Schaaf, heavyweight boxer, 
helping Old Howard box office as an 
added attraction, 

Every film house in Boston giving 
an extra performance Noy, 20 bene- 
fit Public Welfare, 

Mayor Curley laid the cornerstone 
for the new giant Paramount-Pub- 





lix house on Washington street. 
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Des Moines 


By R. W. Moorhead 





Jno. Lemke, RKO, on sick list. 

Moran Ames in town. Ludwig 
ditto. 

President back on split week 
policy. 

A. H. Blank and Mrs. Blank driv- 
ine east. 

Boston English Opera at Hoyt 
Sherman. 

Minn.-Iowa shots at Orpheum 
hiite of the game. 

Hale Cavanaugh has apartment 
with local daily’s dramatic critic. 
_ Helen Dapalonia to New York 
to live with her sister, Rose Gale. 

Service dept. and stage band, 
Paramount, having basketball tour- 
nament. 

Billie Burke in ‘Vinegar Tree,’ 
Whiteside in ‘Surf’ and ‘Three Lit- 
tle Girls’ for Shrine auditorium in 
November. 

Jay Mills, former m. c. at Para- 
mount, returning for four day en- 
gagement, accompanied by Mrs. 
Mills, who was formerly Mrs. Da- 
¥is S. Chamberlain ILI. 

Coincident with her opening at 
Club Richman in New York, Eva 
Marie Leonard announces her en- 
gagement to Davis S. Chamberlain 








I., patent medicine manufacturer 
here. 
By Chester B. Bahn 
Bowling teams organized at 


Keith’s and Loew’s and Rialto. 
Syracuse Artists Bureau will book 


Detroit 


By Lee Elman 





H. B. Muerstenberg can double in 
Greek. 
Frank Smith hasn’t put on any 
weight. 


Al Skinner back in town working 
for Robbins. 


Bill Raynor flying to Milwaukee 
and back Sunday. 
Doc Applesauce Frudenfeld only 
in town week-ends. 


Julia Scott Butterfield broke her 
leg at her summer home. 

Dave Davidson threw a Hal- 
loween party with eats and laughs. 
Butterfield office has enough good 
looking gals to run a ‘Butterfield 
Follies.’ 

Thelma McDowell, among the best 
of them, does Ed Beatty's work sec- 
ond run. 

Father Coughlin spoke on ‘Prohi- 
bition’ last week but said it was a 
‘dry subject.’ 

Sandra Lewis of Fanchon & Mar- 
co in Milwaukee flew in one day and 
back the next. 

Nate Platt ran a series of at 
homes and had his furniture mussed 
up by the muggs who took it seri- 
ously. 

Frank Gill, Billy Tracy and Sonny 
Duncan have a commercial broad- 
cast at 5:45 in the afternoon and 


dance orchestras into Central New| start writing the continuity at 5:40. 


York cities. 

Dorothy Holmes (Mrs. Kenneth 
Kelley), former leading woman of 
the Wilcox stock, visiting. 

Sergei Rachmaninoff, pianist, in 
local concert, said he would never 
broadcast or make musical shorts. 

Chamber of Commerce and Dis- 
trict Attorney’s office stepped in last 
week to halt a benefit show. A ‘we 
Dboys’ proposition, it was charged. 

Manager Raymond B. Jones of the 
Paramount making an effective bid 
for high-school student patronage 
with series of pep nights. Football 
teams, bands and cheering sections 
are house guests. 

Emile Boreo, during his Keith en- 

agement here, crashed Syracuse 

niversity, which usually fights shy 
ef troupers. Boreo addressed the 
French department and was lunch- 
@on guest at the Faculty Club. 

First time in years, vaudeville 
‘Was added to a Hallowe’en mid- 
night show at Keith’s Saturday. 
Full bill played. Paramount only 
t other house to try a midnight per- 
. formance for Hallowe'en. 


= 
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‘Oklahoma City 


je wieatnens 


Pat Rooneys got over big. The 
fwaltz clog panicked the natives. 

Grandan Rhodes to be new lead- 
fmg man for stock with Helen Louise 
Lewis as leading lady. 

Liberty gets new policy of two 
' @hanges a week with first runs, 
Irving Mirish manager. 

Oil depression is jolt to swank 
@ountry clubs. Members dropping 
in droves, and half-price tickets on 
gale. 

Dramatic stock opens at Warner, 
former RKO house, Nov. 9, with 
vodvil folding. Addison Pitt man- 
aging. 

Doris Kenyon here in person as 
guest artist in concert by Town 
Club. High-hats to tea at exclusive 
Skyline Club. 

‘Three Little Girls’ tried hard but 
failed to get $3 top at the Shrine. 
Too many frozen assets in town. 
fhe films are having their troubles 
at two bits. 

New style of gold-leaf lobby deco- 
Pations at Midwest theatre stopping 
crowds. Roy Brewer and Jeff Bal- 
lew invented the process. Cheap, 
too, so the bosses are satisfied. 








| Rochester 


By Don Record 





U. of R. Dramatic Club to present 
Tune Moon,’ on Nov. 4. 

Billie Mae added to cast of Audi- 
torium Players for ‘Home Fires.’ 

New Raytar camera lens made 
here used in filming ‘Riders of the 
Purple Sage.’ 

More than 1,000 replies to RKO 

‘fPalace word contest in connection 
with ‘Platinum Blonde.’ 

Princess Ami di Cerami, Suzanne 
Nelson to the Auditorium 
last season, is modeling in a Fifth 
avenue dress shop. 

Death of Edison recalled that first 
gound movie was shown in the Tem- 
ple theatre in 1910. Used phono- 
graph backstage. Ray J. Fisher was 
operator. 

Parkhurst L. Whitney, author of 
Time Exposure,’ which has Roch- 
ester locale, once was telegraph edi- 
tor on the ‘Democrat and Chronicle,’ 
@nd is champ spaghetti cook. 

School at Newark has installed 
wound with two projectors to avoid 
stops for changing reels. Machines 
use standard size film and will be 
used for entertainment as well as 

” ita: film, 


Players 





Hartford 


By M. H. Hammer 





Business picking up. 


Pass system tightens up through- 
out town. 


Walter 
chestnuts. 


Harvey Cox, Publix, drops into 
town every Monday to preview F-M 
units. 

Don Gil, former m.c. at the Capi- 
tol, now conducting his own night 
club in suburbs. 

Pretty good rye now at only $5 a 
quart. Bootleggers pleading poverty 
and profess bills hard to collect. 
Hartford organizes a Civic The- 
atre Guild. Plans fer a play for the 
benefit of the unemployment fund. 
Elections Tuesday but theatres 
keep clear of politics by refusing to 
present any trailers advocating 
either party. 

William Stevenson is strutting 
proudly with Parson's, town’s only 
legit, packing ’em in for the first 
time in years. 

Walter Winchell, Mark Hellinger 

and other New Yorkers among those 
present at the opening of ‘Social 
Register’ at Parson’s. 
Manager Thomas Capitol, at ease 
since alleged racketeers have given 
up the idea of securing protection 
money from local theatrical man- 
agers. His children now go to 
school by themselves, 


Shubout, Capitol, likes 





Indianapolis 


By Gene Haynes 





Hunters crabbing over late fall. 
Family theatre running show for 
men only. 

Mary Bell back from vacation. 
News’ d.c. 

Even the beer flat business is 
not so hot. 

Dessa Byrd, the Mrs., is again at 
the Indiana organ. 

Connie’s reopened at Show Boat, 
eat and dinery in outskirts. 

Librarians in session talk of cut- 
ting out gangster and sex books. 

Football prices still up, but Notre 
Dame only place drawing alumni. 

Apple sellers making rounds of 
offices, selling two for the price of 
one. 

Ann Cunningham, Gwyneth and 
Lucile Knee, local favs. known as 
Neal Sisters, at Lyric. 

Fay Bainter and Walter Hamp- 
den did fair at English’s with ‘Ad- 
mirable Crichton’ last week. 

School officials stop night foot- 


ball games between high school 
teams. Too many roughnecks in 
crowds. 





Memphis 


By Walter D. Botto 





Howard Waugh gives Ford away 
at Warner's. 

Tom Young, Fox manager, bought 
the Gilmore apartments. 

Chas. Boyd replacing old fronts 
of two of his neighborhood theatres. 

Bill Brennan, p. a. at Warner's, 
broadcasts football games Saturdays 
over station WNBR and gives his 
theatre a play. 

Hank Hern, branch manager of 
Warner Brothers, won the exchange 
golf championship. 

Motion Picture Theatre Owners’ 
convention held here was handled 
by M. A. Lightman, Alma Walton, 
Charles McElravy, C. Fred Boyd, 
Herb Jennings and Howard Waugh. 
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Soviet Freedom 





(Continued from page 1) 
which a year ago they would have 
grabbed and held tight. 

If this tendency is not nipped in 
the bud, the outside world can look 
for heavier competition from this 
direction. What made Soviet pro- 
ductions unsuitable for foreign au- 
diences, despite their high artistic 
merit, was generally their thick 
layers of political preaching. With 
some of those layers skinned off, 
the new things should prove more 
acceptable abroad. 


More Freedom 
The new freedom in theatre and 
cinema efforts is in line with 
greater freedom in other directions. 
Presumably the Soviet regime feels 
that the worst of its five-year job 
of industrialization is over and that 
it can afford te relax and smile a 
little. “Or maybe the leaders have 


realized at last that all work and 
no play, etc. However that may be, 
the fact is that restaurants and 
cafes with music and dancing have 
suddenly appeared again in Moscow, 
Leningrad and other cities. Those 
who have the cash wherewithal— 
prices are steep—patronize these 
places without fear. A year ago no 
ordinary Russian citizen would have 
dared to visit such haunts of bour- 
geois iniquity. 

The connection between  eco- 
nomics and everyday life here is 
visible on the surface. One day Jo- 
seph Stalin announces a new wage 
policy for all industries. The next 
day this change reflects itself in 
every phase of life. That is literal- 
ly what happened. The new wage 
policy in effect permitted and even 
encouraged people to earn more 
than their neighbors. In order to 
provide much-needed incentive for 
work, Stalin and his associates 
finally admitted that better work 
ought to receive better pay. Where 
the ideal had been equality of in- 
come, it suddenly became inequality 
of income. Those who wanted to 
differentiate incomes used to be 
enemies of the revolution not so 
many months ago; now those who 
want to keep incomes equal are 
the enemies. Revised wage sched- 
ules throughout Soviet industry 
provided for broad margins of dif- 
ference between the well-paid and 
the ill-paid. 

But what is the use of offering 
higher wages as an incentive to bet- 
ter work when you can’t do a thing 
with your money? When there are 
no shops or cabarets to help you 
spend it? 

In answer to this obvious ques- 
tion the government proceeded to 
open the restaurants and cafes, It 
proceeded to open a= series of 
swanky shops (swanky for Russia) 
selling luxuries like hats, socks, 
shirts, canned fish, wurst, etc., at 
exorbitant prices. For the first time 
in two or three years folks with 
extra rubles found an outlet for 
them. It suddenly became quite re- 
spectable to have more money than 
the next fellow and to show it by 
spending it in public 


Theatres Benefit 


The effect upon the show busi- 
ness will be enormous. In the first 
place, the same differentiation of 


theatres. The star and the scene- 
shifter no longer get approximately 
the same income, frequently the 
case until now. A stimulus has been 
provided for show people to exert 
themselves. In the second place, 
amusement and entertainment are 
regaining their wonted place in the 
scheme of things. Since people are 
at last allowed to smile again and 
enjoy themselves in cafes, they will 
receive the same privilige in the 
theatres and film houses. 

The Russians have coined a word 
to describe the kind of out-and-out 
preachy propaganda play which 
they have been getting in recent 
years. That word is “agitka.” The 
public here is fed up on the agitka 
and will welcome any change. It 
does not know as yet what is com- 
mon talk in the inner circle, that 
the reign of the agitka is coming 
to an end. Plays and films will 
still have to point a Communist 
moral, of course, but it will be done 
more subtley and—if the local talent 
can manage it—more interestingly. 





wages has been introduced in the 





Cincinnati 


By Joe Kolling 





Nan Halperin visited Max. 

Epidemic of candy popcorn. 

Abe Farb dispensing Xmas cards. 

Lee Erwin tussling with Albee or- 
gan, 

Harry Willsey nursing a broken 
arm, 

Lee Goldsmith used 
preacher. 

Barbering improved since horses 
left Latonia. 

Jerry Akers once advanced for 
Gene Dennis. 

Jack Hauer coached RKO ushers’ 
football crew. 

‘Radio Dial’ 
‘Radio Guide.’ 

WLW lietouts continue. Mildred 
Lawlor most recent. 

Panhandlers doubling with molls 
for distress man-and-wife roles. 

Firemen, plasters’ union, pictures, 
and Mabley & Carew splashing 
charity shows. 

WKRC big boys denying in pa- 
pers ‘Variety’s’ story of their sell- 
out to Columbia. 

Coppers nabbed an ex-usher fool- 
ing around the Royal safe, day after 
Paramount stickup. 

Erlanger-Grand, sandwiching films 


to be a 


has a competitor— 


with legit, resumes stage Nov. 15 
with ‘Fine and Dandy.’ 
Operators’ so-called lockout en- 


ables nabe exhibitors to stage radio 
acts without musicians and stage 
hands. 

Shubert to stay dark until Nov. 
15, following tabernacle start with 
two revivals. ‘Three Little Maids,’ 
‘Mikado,’ and Fritz Lieber rep show 
announced as coming attractions, 


Louisville 


By W. M. Hall 








Singers’ Midgets entertained press 
at dinner when here. 

M. F. Aronhime, newspaper ad- 
vertising man, died October 27. 

Influence of Barry Bingham in 
new eight-column book page of 
‘C-J’ Sunday. 

Log Cabin Inn reopened Hallow- 
e’en night with Red Milliard’s band 
and Bates Sisters. 

Louisville ‘Times’ supporting road 
show season with big editorial 
about ‘Admirable Crichton.’ 

Pat Henning called Boyd Martin, 
‘C-J’ critic ‘hick’ from Rialto stage 
after reading review in ‘C-J.’ 

A. L. Ward, big Y. M. C. A. man, 
had two little girls arrested here 
for tapping on windows at him. 

The American Medical Spirits Co. 
assessed $3,971,785 for bonded liquor 
a before and since prohibi- 

on, 

Churchill Downs mailed $2 re- 
fund to purchasers of season tick- 
ets on account of cancellation of 
fall meet. 
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~ Columbus 


By Walt Harvest 





Marx brothers in person 
call-out of extra police, 


Bert Williams returns to desk 
finds watch and chain stolen. ane 


Jimmy Peppe completing work on 
new out-of-town dance spot, 

De Wolf Hopper’s one-nite stand 
cancelled. Advance sale small, 

Prices down to where one may get 
a good luncheon for less than 50 
cents. 

Smiling Senft’s way of weari 
the dress suit has the hi-hat univer. 
sity boys weeping with envy. 

Tod Raper has been presented 
with enough of the necessities to 
care for a flock, and the glad day 
still weeks off. 

Ted Lewis here this week writes 
and introduces new song, ‘Comics 
on Parade,’ based on comics in Co. 
lumbus ‘Dispatch.’ 

Jimmy Michos and the Deshler 
Wallick hotel dine theatre men ang 
newshounds connected with theatri. 
cals. Meal leads to forming of the 
Variety Club, organization of thee 
atre men and reviewers, with meme 
bership of approximately 30, 


Galveston 


By George A. Seel 


meang 








Jack Gross, Fort Worth radte 
man, now managing KFUL 

Little Theatre week to revive 
drooping spirits of amateur. 

Homer LeTempt, Queen, backing 
‘Palmy Days,’ to win in turtle derby. 

Max Leroy Wertheim, auditor of 
Jefferson Amusement Co., Beaumont, 
marries Iola May Gray. 

A. 8S. Gatozzi, director of Wyoming 
band here from Yorktown, where 
his boys played for Hoover. 

Battleship Wyoming here for 
Navy Day, Oct. 27, will remain une 
tl after Armistice day, Nov. 11. 

Lloyd Giebner, Martini theatre 
maintenance man, nursing bump on 
head where holdup man biffed him, 

George Mitchley, former manager 
of beach association, in town from 
Chicago. He’s helping Chicago get 
ready for its world’s fair. 

Mardi Gras comes on Feb. 9 next 
year. Boosters club planning usual 
3-day event. J. H. Yeargan, Jr, 
former manager Circle theatre, 
Dallas, in charge. 

Combination of perfectly good 
safe ruined at Strand, Port Arthur, 
but contents about $1,000 found in- 
tact when officers surprised yeggs 
trying to crack it. 

Fifth annual South Texas Exposl- 
tion opened Oct. 30 in Sam Houston 
hall, Houston, where Alfred E, 
Smith was nominated for the presie 
dency by Gov. Franklin D. Roose- 
velt during the Democratic convene 
tion in 1928. 

Mayor J. P. Logan, of Port Are 
thur, rules carnivals seeking pere 
mits to stay more than 24 hours will 
hereafter be banned. Mayor's edict 
follows injunction restraining poe 
lice chief from interfering with care 
nival which played Port Arthur. 
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———" GILBERT MILLER presents 


PAYMENT DEFERRED 


A new play by Jeffrey Dell 


with CHARLES LAUGHTON 


“The most remarkable character ac- 
tor New York has been privileged to 
see in years.”—John Mason Brown, 
Eve. Post. 

LYCEUM THEA., 45 St., E. of B’way. 
Evs. 8:30. Mats. Thurs. & Sat., 2:30. 


THE SEX FABLE 


A Comedy by EDOUARD BOURDET 
with MRS. PATRICK CAMPBELL 
ra RONALD SQUIRE 

Finely cast and beautifully pro- 
duced, Shocking and sophisticated in 
the modern mood.”—Robert Garland, 
World Telegram. 

HENRY MILLER’S Th., 124 W. 43 St. 
Evs. 8:30 Sharp. Mts. Thurs.-Sat., 2:30 




















FRED & ADELE 


ASTAIR MORGAN 
HELEN TILLY 
BRODERICK LOSCH 
IN 


The BAND WAGON 


THE PERFECT REVUE 
New Amsterdam. W.42 St. Evs.8.30. Mts.Wed..Sat. 


REAL COMEDY HIT! 


A Church Mouse 


with BERT LYTELL, RUTH GORDON 


PLAYHOUSE 48th. E. of B’way. 
- i Evenings, 8.45, 
4vs. Best Seats $3. Mats. Wed.. S Ss. Bet 
STANDING ROOM NIGHTLY’ “a 
SPECIAL MAT. ELECTION DAY (Tues.) 


OX Yree weed. 872 
The YELLOW TICKET 


Elissa LANDI Lionel BARRYMORE 














Roxyettes—Singing Ensemble—Ballet—Orchestra 


Beginning Friday ‘friends and Lovers’ with 





Adoiphe Menjou, Lily Damita and Laurence Oliver 






MAYFAIR. Busi eerie 
IRENE DUNNE in 
Consolation Marriage 










with 
PAT O'BRI EN—JOHN HALLIDAY 
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PALAC tats. Daily, 229. 
EDDIE | GEORGE 
CANTOR JES 

& BAND 


BENNY MEROFF 
JANET READE 


BURNS & ALLEN 
Lexington & 3d Ave. 
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HOMICIDE SQUAD 


LEO CARILLO—NOAH BEERY 
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neommon Chatter 


By Ruth Morris 











That Palace Fiesta 


Jessel and Cantor, that team of 
young boys just getting a break at 
the Palace, have divided starring 
honors to their mutual liking. 
Everything is fair and equal. Georgie 
gets a laugh, then Eddie—then, if 
Georgie finds an unexpected com- 
edy point, Eddie thinks of some- 
thing to top it. And two great 
comedians who love to match ad 
libbing wits, who warm to laughter 
and applause, work themselves in- 
to a mood that creates old-time, 
big-time vaudeville that adds to 
the tradition of the Palace Theatre. 

But the boys should get together 
and decide which one is going to 
wear the blue shirt, and at what 
performance. It isn’t fair for Eddie 
to have it all the time. There's 
something about an azure shirt 
combined with a blue suit and a 
dark tie. It shows poise and savoir 
faire. It proves its wearer a fellow 
about town who studies his color 
schemes and knows that they are 
right. Possibly Georgie didn’t want 
to wear the blue; maybe Eddie 
spoke for it first. But he should be 
big and, on alternate days, say: 
‘Georgie, you’re my friend, my pal. 
lll wear the white shirt today.’ 

Vaude fanettes, who like things 
to happen in the audience as well 
as on the stage, may thank the 
Jessel-Cantor appearance for giv- 
ing them such a thrilling opening 
chez Palace. Saturday’s premiere 
was almost as much fun as a first 
night. Excitement vibrated through 
a lobby heaped with baskets of 
flowers for the intermission presen- 
tation. Weber and Fields, Sam 
Harris, Mme. Kiviette, Irving 
Caesar, the Ed Sullivans, the Ana- 
tole Friedlands, Max Gordon, and 
how many other ‘knowns’ hidden by 
the crowd, passed through the doors 
to prove that every bill doesn’t 
bring a Cantor and a Jessel. 

Though she wasn’t on the stage, 
didn’t even rise to take a bow, the 
most popular woman on the bill was 
Ida Cantor. The mother of Eddie’s 
five, the affectionate butt of his 
jokes, the source of his concern 
when the Meroff boys started sprin- 
kling water in the direction of her 
box, Mrs. Cantor held the feminine 
spotlight of Saturday’s show. 

Shy Grace Allen, with a nice new 
dress that doesn’t fit as expertly as 
its demure predecessors, remains 
the most facile and subtle of all 
vaudeville’s dumb ladies. 

Janet Reade’s scraggly bob is in 
that difficult state of platinum 
blondness that necessitates buckets 
of brilliantine and ounces of heavy 
sun-tan make-up to give it impor- 
tance. Miss Reade does a work- 
manlike job with blues numbers, de- 
livered from center stage when the 
singer wearies of leaning against the 
proscenium arch. Her best work 
occurs in knock-about sketches with 
the Messrs. Cantor and Jessel in 
which she accepts their effrontery 
with a ready smile and unfailing 
00d will. 

Serge Flash’s assistant chooses 
black velvet and ermine, worked 
into a smart dinner ensemble, the 
dress of which should eliminate its 
lace collar and be content with one 
smart ermine bow. 


How Bines Girls Spend Day 


The David Bines Girls in Para- 
mount’s ‘Morning, Noon and Night’ 
don’t give a whoop for time. Morn- 
ing finds them obediently setting 
cut for school in pink and white 
checked rompers — delaying their 
education long enough for a pleas- 
ant tap routine led by Ruby Shaw. 

But when noon brings the sec- 
ond episode, the girls rebel and de- 
cide it's time for a cup of tea. With 
the Setting sun filtering through 
cherry blossoms to enrich the tints 
of pastelle chiffon frocks, the girls 
raise delicate white tea-cups to 
their lips and bob up and down on 


' their toes to the tune of ‘Tea for 


Two,’ in a way that must be very 
bad for the digestion. 
Night finds them at a mas- 


Guerade, prettily gotten up in taf- 
feta flounces and bustles, listen- 
ing attentively to the full-voiced 
Sole of Allida Vani. 


Landi Is Lewdi, Not Kalish 
attics Who see ‘The Yellow 
icket’ may be very glad that the 


year is 193] 


i and that they’re living 
n America. 


mi We may have our 
aon troubles, like the Subway and 
rohibition, but they're nothing 


with the Secret Service forever pry 
ing and threatening to open up new, 
insidious routes to the Salt Mines. 

Elissa Landi illustrates the horror 
of pre-war Russia and at the same 
time asks audiences to believe that 
her fresh, blonde beauty is that of a 
Russian Jewess. accept 
Miss Landi’s persecutions as his- 
torical fact, but they can never be- 
lieve that her name is Kalish. Miss 


Audiences 


Landi performs with great deter- 
mination to project her sorrows, 
hopes and fears to her audience. 


All the mannerisms come across— 
with little of the emotion they hope 
to carry. 

Her costumes are cleverly con- 
trived. Certain touches indicate the 
styles of 1913, but not enough to 
seem grotesque to a present day 
audience. Sarah Padden plays the 
small part of a Jewish mother with 
none of the feeling that would make 
it convincing. | 


Gold Digging as Fine Art 
Lucille Webster Gleason voices an | 
opinion on gold-digging that ex- 
presses the mind of fanettes who 
‘Girls About Town.’ Mrs. Glea- 
son represents the wife who squeezes 
the family budget to maintain a 
modest home in Michigan. Warned 
by her playboy husband to keep 
away from Broadway gold-diggers 
who lead a wretched life, she con- 
siders the statement very carefully 
before replying, ‘I think I'd like it.’ 
Audience ladies agree. Who 
wouldn’t like a round of parties, a 
plethora of pals? Even though es- 
corts are of the middle-aged, but- 
ter-and-egg variety, they take a gal 
to the best places, shower her with 
pearls and checks. Emeralds grow 
on trees for girls with the ready 
wit and smart outline of Lilyan 
Tashman and Kay Francis. They 
toil not, neither do they spin—but 
(Continued on page 36) 


see 





Did You Know That— 


Phyllis Haver gave a big tea 
and birthday party, last week, 
for Bill Seeman...Helen 
Hayes’ make-ups alone, with- 


out her splendid performance 
in *‘Madelon Claudet’ are 
worthy of special note...QOna 
Munson created a good deal of 
comment on her performance 
in the Hollywood production 
of the ‘Silver Cord’...a rumor 
around that little Dorothy Jor- 
dan will come on from the 
Coast to do the lead in Harlan 
Thompson’s new musical... 
John Hundley will broadcast, 
this week, over the Rexall 
Drug Company’s nationwide 
hook-up...Mrs. Roy Royston 
has come over from England 
to join her husband...there 
were complaints about the 
noisy factions at the Mayfair 
week before last...Viola 


Brothers Shore’s in town for 
an indefinite stay...Constance 
Collier wore a very smart 
black fur trimmed ensemble, 
on Fifth Ave., the other day 

-Fay Wray gives a swell 
performance in ‘Nikki’ and 
her gowns are exquisite... 


3ert Lytell and Grace Menken 
hosts at an afternoon party 
recently... Hazel Dawn wears 
an effective pink velvet en- 
semble, trimmed in white fox, 
and worn with a tiny pink hat 
in ‘Wonder Boy’..George Jes- 
sel cried at the reception 
given him and Eddie Cantor 
at the Palace opening day... 
a biege suit, fox trimmed, was 
very becoming to Betty Law- 
ford, recently, as she strolled 
into the Capitol theatre...it is 
your guess as to what went on 
when Charles Lawton lunched 
with Lasky and Zukor...Ger- 
trude MacDonald had to leave 
the ‘Little Show,’ in Chicago, 
recently, returning here for 
observation on that pesky ap- 
pendix. 














Going Places 


By Cecelia Ager 





Neutral Femme Leads 

Marian Marsh has a second op- 
portunity to watch a great actor's 
epic carryings-on in ‘The Mad 
Genius,’ dutifully remembering to 
be at all times self-effacing herself. 
She is said to be the premiere dan- 
seuse in Mr. Barrymore’s world- 
famous ballet, and a Russian by 
birth. If she continues to suggest 
nothing so much as a milk-maid on 
a Minnesota farm, aided by 100% 
American enunciation, though all 
about her foreign accents flourish, 
it is the sort of phenomenon to 
which John Barrymore audiences 
are quite accustomed. 

Miss Marsh’s ballet costumes are 
American, too, rather musical com- 
edy in fact. Her coiffure also is 
loyal to the red, white and blue, 
with particular emphasis on the 
styles of Hollywood, California. 
When she and her ballet dancer 
sweetheart escape for a brief inter- 
lude from Barrymore's sinister in- 
fluence, fleeing to Paris and happy 
housekeeping in a sweet little gar- 
ret, Miss Marsh does her cooking in 
an ankle-length filmy frock with a 
dainty bit of frivolous organdy for 
an apron. 

Carmel Myers suffers rejection by 








the Mad Genius very broken-heart- 
edly, and Mae Marsh, too, is a| 
pretty and surprisingly tussian- 
looking toy for his sated philander- 


ing. 


Colleanos at State 
A mighty handsome bunch, 
Maurice Colleano and Family, at the 
State this week. What women! 
Yall, raven-haired, quid 


| 
| 
| 
| 
snide 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





i It's been a 


| looking 


c 
°mpared with what a girl had to 


Put up with in Russia in 1913. 


she 
Cc %% 
uldn’t draw a free breath, what 


blac k | 

, | 

eves, sturdy but graceful contours. 
long time since the State | 


has had such knockouts adorning | 
its stage. Hard-working girls, too. 
They're not content to depend 
solely on their rich Latin beauty, | 


they practice acrobatic dancing be- 
if them has 
t at it, the 
dance with he: 


double 


bes ore 
younce! 


sides, One ¢ 
quite prot ien 
sister can 


back almost 


. , on® 4 
distribution of taient 
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apportionment of looks in |} 
miiy, however, fou 
ite less rav 
ceful one. 
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Neither of them bothers much about 
Pp . TT -_ 2 
her costumes, They prefer to think 
up swell ways of dressing thei 


| hair. 


The even prettier and a little awk- 


| that they dispense with 


ward Senorita Colleano wears a pale 
blue satin evening dress and long 
jue lace gloves, and after parting 
ier hair in the middle, slicks it 
back and then masses it in curls be- 
hind her ears. Little sister has a 
white circular skirt lined with red- 
edged ruffles, and when she takes 
off her white sombrero, her glorious 
shiny black hair tumbles down in a 
profusion of lustrous waves. A 
petite toe dancer whose hair is 
blonde and who wears a pink satin 
ballet costume must be a distant 
relative. 

Isabelle Dwan gets very impatient 
with Bobby Pinkus, for whom she 
stooges heartily. A statuesque 
blonde in a brilliant green princesse 
dress with shaped decolletage out- 
lined by silver bead banding, she 
would like to sing but that’s a mis- 
take. She’s more effective looking 
provokingly sullen and dancing now 
and then. 


Sobbies and Haute Monde 
Whatever a ‘society’ girl may be, 
she won't want to keep on being it 
after seeing Jean Harlow. Miss 
Harlow is cast as one herself in 
‘Platinum Blonde’ (Strand). It isn't 
that Miss Harlow means to be ma- 


licious, but her interpretation is an- 


other. Hollywood conception that is 
probably responsible for so many 
ociety girls becoming working 
sirls instead. 

Miss Harlow believes that society 
zirls undulate their hips when they 
walk with the same determination 
that they infest their conversation 
with broad ‘a’s’ and pull their 
dresses tight to emphasize what- 
ever curves they possess. She is 
convinced their method of attack 
centers in voluptuous  flouncing, 
underpin- 
in order to achieve the ulti- 


nings 


|} mate in devastation, and that they 
elevated in| 


<o about with noses 
(Continued on page 36) 


Wives and Wives 


Hollwood, Nov. ae 
Wives of picture producers will 
give a dinner and fashion show for 
the wives of publishers coming here 
for the publishers next 
week. 
Affair will be held Novy. 
French cafe at Fox’s 
City. 


convention 


Movietone 


11 in the | 
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Making the Rounds 


By Grace Green 





Hollywood, Nov. 1. 
Opening of ‘The Silver Cord,’ at 
the El Capitan, was remarked by 
manw ae he ing one of the most cos 


pilaean at wv BR AAs HiOSt CC 


mopolitan premieres, with 
than the average Hollywood crowd, 
and more like a 
Broadway opening and a Conti- 
nental premiere. That Continental 
touch accounted for by Ona 
Munson, featured in the for 
Ernst 


cross 


was 
cast, 


White " 
4Unitscil, 


her 
gave a big party 
The German director's German 
friends, like Vicki 3aum, Oscar 
Strauss, Frau Strauss, Ernst Vajda, 
Lothar Mendes, among others, with 
Maurice Chevalier later joining the 
party, made it a colorful affair. The 
party, nevertheless, was intimate. 
Miss Munson’s excellent dramatic 


performance had everybody talk- 
ing. Harry Cohn told Ona _ she 
could have a dramatic part any 
time. For a former musical comedy 
actress, Miss Munson certainly wa 
splendid in a difficult role. Laura 
Hope Crews enacted the part she 


created as the domineering mother. 
Kay Hammond in the part which 
Estelle Winwood first did was ex- 
cellent. 

Ona Munson’s Click 

The clothes throughout were evi- 
dently selected with care. Espe- 
cially becoming to Miss Munson 
was a Spanish tile suit with a 
gorgeous silver fox. Her perky 
black hat was becoming, too. Miss 
Hammond wore the prettiest light 
green velvet pajamas seen ‘round 
these parts in ages. They had a 
large cape collar and were tied with 
an orange color sash. 

The star gazers were gratified 
with a sight of Joan Crawford and 
Douglas Fairbanks, Jr. Mrs. J. 
looked lovely in a navy blue crepe 
gown and a short ermine jacquet. 
Conway Tearle in knickers received 
many admiring gazes as did Ri- 
cardo Cortez, Ann Harding, Walter 
Huston, Anita Page, Jetta Goudal 
and others. 

Notable among the ensembles 
worn at the Lubitsch-Munson party 
was Ona’s own of combined navy 
blue chiffon and all-over bugle- 
bead material, cleverly created to 
fit to perfection her now svelte 
form. Another exceedingly tres 
chic was Carmen Pantages’ rhine- 
stone filet on black net, with a 
skirt of black chiffon. Anita Page 
chose a becomingly fitted black vel- 
vet. Dorothy Hall’s blonde beauty 
was enhanced in a black lace gown. 
Marjorie Daw was quite striking in 
maroon velvet dress and hat. Car- 
mel Meyers, dressed in brown with 
a short coatee of beaver, looked 
well, too. 

Considine-Pantages 

Others present were John W. 
Considine, who stated to his men 
pals that he and Carmen would be 
married the first time she sez ‘yes’; 
Paul Lukas, Maurice Chevalier, the 
Sam Jaffes, the Mike Levees, the 
Harry Cohns, the Ned Marins, the 
Abe Lehrs, Alice Glazer, Ralph 
Blum, Myron Selznick, Edgar Allen 
Woolf and others. 


Reno’s Dizzy Damosels 

Now is the off-season for Reno, 
but the Riverside hotel is still the 
live spot and the nicest place to 
stop. One can see at a glance what 
sort of place Reno is in midseason. 
Now it’s cold and quiet with not so 
many divorcees, but still the same 
brand of dizzy damosels, they say. 

They all go a fast pace, gamble, 
drink at innumerable private clubs 
which sell likker ’n’ everything, and 
if you get chatty with anyone of the 
lonesome mamas tney’ll act very 
melancholy and lonesome, or that 
it’s foolish for any girl to come to 
teno with any sort of escort or 
chaperon. Too many boy friends, 
they say, and especially those nice 
University of Nevada boys. 

Belle Livingston's converted barn 
seemed to be doing the best busi- 
ness of the clubs, although she has 
since been closed. Miss Livingston 
was flashily gowned in white satin 
with enormous stripes of black ap- 
pliqued criss-cross over the entire 
dress and reminded one of a bur- 
lesque queen in Billy Watson's Beef 
Trust. 

The Willows is now a dead spot. 
The gambling rooms lure 
those 7’s and 11's at every turn and 
the percentage is much better than 
at Caliente or Tia Juana, which i: 
a gyp comparatively. 

‘5 Star Final’ Excitement 

Lots of publicity znd excitement 
here after the openin«s of ‘Five Star 
inal’ with some join ng in with the 


| attacks by the ‘Exaainer’ and the 


more | 


between a} 





fiance, | 
after the opening. | 





you to} 





‘Herald’ that the picture didn't flate 
ter the newspaper profession. While 
perhaps there may be something to 
it, it’s after all just a screen story, 
just as it was originally just a play, 
which didn't flatter papers like some 
of the New York tabloids, but 
shouldn’t be taken too seriously. 

The picture had a gala premiere 
at the new Warners Western thea- 
tre, for which 101 stars and execue- 
tives were advertised to appear, but 
less than half showed up. 

Joe E. Brown just hated to do his 
autographing act. 

One youngster said, ‘Did you get 
Betty Compson’s name?’ His pal re- 


plied: ‘No, but I got Billie Dove, 
aaah.’ 

Eddie Robinson, the star, made 
an apropos speech after the pice 
ture, perhaps the best ever heard 
from a screen star. t wasn’t the 
usual blah, blah, blah about how 
happy you made me but seriously 
stated how much making such an 
intelligent theme meant to him. 


Norma Shearer and Irving Thal- 


berg were there in a big party; 
Oscar Oldknow and Mike Marco 
with their wives, Loretta Young, 


Jack Warner, naturally, Eddie Rob- 
inson and his charming wife; 
Natalie Moorhead, Jean Harlow in 
a white ensemble with the usual 
long sheaf of gardenias on one 
shoulder, and beautiful Joan Marsh 
in a rhinestone designed cream tulle 
gown. 

After the opening, the Cocoanut 
Grove of the Ambassador hotel did 
capacity. Loretta Young in a scar- 
let chiffon dress looked most charm- 
ing as she danced with Mervyn Le- 
roy, the little director of ‘Five Star 
Final’; Marilyn Miller with Don, 
Alvarado, her most constant escort 
these days; Virginia Cherrill with 
Erwin Gelsey sporting his topper 
’n’ everything. 


Baclanova and Aturill 

The solution of the murder mys- 
tery in ‘The Silent Witness’ at the 
Belasco, is quite obvious from be- 
ginning to end, but the excellent 
performance of Lionel Atwill (play- 
ing his original Broadway role) and 
the capable cast lifts it from being 
just another one of those shows to 
a diverting and interesting play. 

Olga Baclanova’s accent is most 
pronounced and at times almost un- 
understandable, and her inflection 
was often laughable. 

Miss Baclanova is now slim and 
shapely and wears clothes well. 
Especially becoming was a flame 
red chiffon with full flowing 
sleeves, Persian metal cloth bands 
across the shoulders and a standing 
collar of the same. 

Outstanding performances were 
given by Muriel Starr, Bramwell 
Fletcher and Fortunio Bonanova, 





Chit-Chat 


Georgie Stone has been ill on and 
off lately. Tonsil removal next. 

For pastime the girls ’round here 
are knitting and crocheting afghans, 
Ida Cantor is on her tenth, Alice 
Glazer going strong on her -sixth, 
Bernice Wheeler and Julie Horn- 
blow hoping to finish their first. 

Sid Grauman is once again look- 
ing and feeling like his old self 
since his mother is up and about 
after a hospital siege of nine 
months. Mother Grauman looking 
splendid too, 

Betty and Ralph Rainger have 
moved to a new home, which they 
are craaaazy about. 

Ole man depression certainly has 


hit one of the leading boulevard 
parlors. 3usiness last year $125,- 


000; won't top $65,000 this year. 

Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., a little 
stiff from a rough and tumble foot- 
ball game, Ditto Mel Shaner, who 
can’t make up his mind whether it 
is more comfortable sitting or 
standing. 

Charming 
Harry Larris 
vember 22. 

It was a genuine pleasure for a 
change to be at a dinner party 
where everything and anything but 
pictures were discussed. The rem- 
iniscing of Bert Wheeler, Eddie 
Kane and Hal Sherman at the 
Wheeler's Malibu the old 
vi ville most amusing 


and 
married Ne« 


Loyce Whiteman 
will be 


home, of 
vVaude days was 
and interesting. 
Oscar Strauss’ Reason 
Oscar Strauss always lags behind 
when getting to his seat at theatre 


intermissions. When asked why, he 
aid he couldn't stand the overe 
tures. Always the musician, huh? 


Marjorie Moss of Moss and Fon- 


(Continued en page 62) 
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15 YEARS AGO 


(From Vartety and Clipper) 





sharpening 
characters, 


Boston censor was 
the axe for pansy 
termed cissies. 





Billy Gibson, dancing in vaude- 
ville with one wooden leg of his 
own invention, was dickering with 
the British government for 200,000 
legs for world war victims. 





Volume of complaints inducing 
Keith booked theatres to insist 
upon greater courtesy from service 
staffs toward patrons, 





White Rats were agitating a gen- 
eral no-Sunday-skhow campaign. 
Managers countering with threats 
of pro rata salary cuts. Fizzled 
out. 





‘Variety’ commenting that the 
new Fox Unique, on 14th street, 
would have but two floors. Some- 
thing new then. 





International Circuit taking over 
the Lex. Ave. opera house for $250 
weekly rental. House unable to 
bring a profit on adequate rental 
based on the investment. It was 
hoped that another $250 could be 
ad for Sunday rental. 





Announced that George M. Cohan 
had finally put his signature to a 
contract for personal appearance in 
the pictures. 





First ‘women only’ picture, ‘The 
Unborn,’ showing in Chi. Men were 
to see it later if the women ap- 
proved. 





Motion Picture Exhibitors’ 
League was planning to make its 
own product. Never raised the 
necessa*y capital. 





Paper was so costly that lithog- 
raphers no longer held in reserve 
paper for Broadway shows. Stock 
managers complaining it was not 
Possible ts get paper when they 
playeo the shows later. 


30 YEARS AGO 


(From ‘Clipper’ ) 








Reported that Fanny Davenport's 
recent marriage had hurt her pop- 
ularity and draw. Still she man- 
aged to worry along for another 10 
or 15 years. 





Audran’s ‘The Great Mogul’ was 
given its American premiere at the 
Bijou. The cast included Lillian 
Russell, permission of Tony Pas- 
tor, who had her under contract. 
Denham, the comedian, scored a 
hit with a catchline ‘I've a great 
head’, at the same time striking a 
bell concealed in his wig. 





May Irwin was singing character 
songs at Tony Pastor’s new the- 
atre. 





Annie Russell got her first chance 
in “Esmeralda,” which opened at 
the Madison Sq. ‘Clipper’ did not 
think much of its chances, but it 
enjoyed a long run for those days. 





West End Training Academy, 
Jersey City, advertising for busi- 
ness from circus riders going into 

‘winter quarters. Offered standard 
42 foot ring, a box comfortably 
seating 12 persons, three dressing 
rooms and stalls for 18 horses and 
7 ponies. Each stall had a fire- 
escape door to outside. No winter 
work for riders in the vaude the- 
atres. 





Heywood’s Mastadons advertising 
as the first hall show to travel in 
its own cars. 





Hyde & Behman took back page 
to announce its enterprises. Four 
road shows and two theatres in 
Brooklyn. At one time had practi- 
eally all the Brooklyn theatres, be- 
fere Percy Williams came along. 


ne eee 








Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Harry Cohn’s system of unified production with four associates ap- 
pointed last week is the realization of a long planned scheme of things 
on the Columbia lot. Not only will it facilitate meeting release schedule 
dates on time, but Cohn has always felt that this unburdening of some 
of the details from his shoulders would turn out best for the product. 

Cohn has Sam Briskin, James Kevin McGuinness, J. G. Bachman and 
Ralph Block as his associates. 








Guaranty of an annual advertising business of $1,000,000 by one of the 
major film companies when hooking up with an agency recently looks 
to be flopping owing to the fact that many of the company’s affiliated 
theatres have recently been let out to indie operation with more coming 
to take away a very large and potential commission revenue from pos- 
sible advertising these houses might have trafficked through the agency 
under former affiliation. 

Consequent result has the company’s public relations head who 
prompted the agency affiliation agitated to an extent where he has pro- 
posed a new idea to his higher-ups calculated to take care of the guar- 
anty by expanding the exploitation budget cost on the company’s prin- 
cipal deluxer by something like $500,000 or $10,000 weekly. 

As it was proposed this sum is to be added to the negative cost of 
film and come out of the production pocketbooks. 

If and when achieved it will hand the theatre a unique position as 
the biggest single theatre advertiser in the industry, as the budget cur- 
rently runs to between $250,000 to $350,000 annually and practically pro- 
vide the full annual guaranty of business to the affiliated agency. 





Possibility that major foreign groups in Hollywood will each organize 
to care for its own people may take a burden off the Academy in helping 
out needy picture people. 

Newly-organized French Press Syndicate, group of newspapermen, is 
contacting prominent Frenchmen here and asking them to donate one- 
half of 1% of their salaries toward aiding their own countrymen. 

Roger Lacor, French writer at Fox and president of the news syndi- 
cate, is working out the idea. 

Lacor expects that the Spanish element will be next to organize to care 
for its own. This is the largest foreign group here, and contains the most 
people in need. 





Another entry to the group of most frequently used basic plots for 
pictures is ‘Under the Red Robe,’ novel by Stanley Weyman, and pub- 
lished around 1875. It is theme of love as opposed to duty, with vil- 
lain usually the brother of the hero’s girl friend. 

According to Jack Natteford, old time indie writer, the Weyman plot 
ranks with those of ‘Cinderella’ and ‘The Three Musketeers’ in provid- 
ing story skeletons for picture writers. Natteford believes the book is 
the most plagiarized in existence. It was done in a play by the same 
name with John Barrymore. 

Basic plot in ‘Robe’ provides more variations than the other two, be- 
ing capable of hundreds of character and situation twists. 





Martin Dickstein, the Brooklyn ‘Eagle’s’ picture critic, has inaugurated 
a new style of reviewing. Innovations give the reader a break-down of 
the various elements in a feature with the review divided by heads into 
10 separate items including type of entertainment, story, general com- 
ment, photography, acting and audience reaction. Comment is also re- 
served on character of film as far as family and children audiences are 
concerned. Topping the review is a box giving general credits. In stage 
show houses, a paragraph is added giving complete stage show cast. 
Dickstein at one time worked in the scenario department of Para- 
mount on the Coast. 





Nearly a month in advance the Capitol, New York, decided to book 
‘Possessed’ (MG) for two weeks. Formerly ‘Mirage,’ the Edgar Selwyn 
play picture, is down for Nov. 27 and Dec. 4 dates. If the film goes two 
weeks it will make four holdovers at the house since Labor Day—‘Free 
Soul,’ ‘Susan Lenox’ and the current ‘Sin of Madelon Claudet,’ which 
was also penciled in for a fortnight in advance. 

Booking two week stretches like this differs somewhat from the gen- 
eral policy at the house. Exceptions were contracts such as with Cos- 
mopolitan and Marion Davies, whith demand two weeks. 





The RKO ballyhoo in Times Square last Friday (30), put on to at- 
tract business for the Mayfair, was only half a success due to the fact 
that Eddie Cantor, billed as one of the principals, didn’t show at all. 
Cantor and Jessel were billed on a big truck in front of the Palace to 
give away 10,000 Irene Dunne apples at 1 p. m. Miss Dunne is featured in 
a talker at the Mayfair. 

Jessel showed up with Gracie Allen (Burns and Allen) and passed out 
the apples. Cantor’s picture, ‘Palmy Days,’ is at the State, two blocks 
from the Mayfair. 





Called to the Carthay Circle for personal appearances with ‘Consola- 
tion Marriage’ (Radio) in which he appears, Pat O’Brien filled his time 
allotment with a discussion of the picture, including praise for the 
director, story, photography and cast. 

But the picture wasn’t doing business and O’Brien had to present an 
alibi for that. So he wound up his remarks with the theory that busi- 
ness must be bad because of the title. 





As a move toward reducing operating expenses, instead of going to 
an individual vendor, Warners have organized their own lobby depart- 
ment for all the Metropolitan theatres. They have taken on Rappaport, 
lobby and scenic artist, with 10 men under him, who will receive the best 
ideas of Charlie Einfeld. Starting with ‘The Honor of the Family’ front, 
the new department is felt to be functioning adequately and once the 
department gets into operation ideas for it will be produced in conference. 





After a barrage from both the wet and dry sides to give their argu- 
ments the heavy plug in picturization of Upton Sinclair’s ‘Wet Parade’, 
Metro has decided to take the middle course and follow Sinclair’s book 
as nearly as possible. 

By doing this the studio figures that no corns will be stepped on and 
that the picture will accomplish what the book did, a subject for quot- 
ing by both sides. 





Johnny Weismuller is being propositioned by almost every agent in 
Hollywood. 

The swimmer walked into the lead of Metro’s ‘Tarzan’ on a sleeper, 
no one knowing the studio was even considering him. Agents had sub- 
mitted almost everyone in town for the part, from prize fighters to 
ping pong players, but hadn't thought of the swimmer. 





Charlotte Susa, Ufa star, slated for a trip to Hollywood, cabled Eddie 
Perkins, coast p.a., that she would like a preliminary publicity campaign 
but is not permitted by government restrictions to ship any currency 
out of the country. When the German star goes to Rome or Paris for 
a picture, she can then convert that currency into American exchange. 





Charlie Pettijohn went to the hospital a week ago and tried to keep it 
quiet. Arriving at his office last week he found telegrams of inquiry 
stacked high. 


‘I was in for physical, not mental, observation,’ he states. 





Inside Stuff—Lesit 


Although the bankruptcy petition of A. H. Woods lists a centur 
creditors and a $1,000,000 in obligations, the actual total will Probably 
be pared down to not more than $200,000. That indicates that when 
Woods’ business affairs are straightened out he will be in rather g00d 
financial condition. 

Woods’ principal assets are the picture rights to 120 plays. Some have 
been done in silent pictures but the talker rights for nearly aj are 
believed to be salable, since most of the producer’s hit dramas are jp. 
cluded, Given the right market, less than half a dozen sales of the 
Woods’ plays rights would clear up the indebtedness, 

The inclusion of all deals in litigation is one reason why the liabilities 
reach the million mark the schedule shows. One is a suit by Fox Film 
against Woods for about $136,000. An item of $225,000 concerns the 
bond issue on the Adelphi theatre, Chicago, which Woods guaranteed, 
When that property is sold, it should bring an excess of double the 
amount of the bond total, but counsel included the item as a liability 
as a matter of precaution. 

Another item of $97,500 is a suit started in 1914 by Ben Harris, whom 
Woods made manager of the old Savoy theatre (razed), Atlantic City, 
Woods had the house briefly for legit. The Harris matter was settleq 
and he signed a full release but because of the death of a Woods attor. 
ney, the suit was never officially discontinued in the courts. Woods 
afterwards assisted Harris financially when the latter was ill on the 
coast, where he resides. 

Family losses in Wall Street of $800,000 and the Chicago theatre, prin. 
cipally account for Woods’ financial embarrassment. He purchased the 
Adelphi for about $750,000 and could have sold it two years ago for 
$200,000. ' 
Understood Mrs. Woods has personal liabilities of several hundred 
thousand dollars and may be forced also to file a bankruptcy petition, 





yY of 





The Chanin brothers, who several years ago contemplated building an 
independent circuit of legit theatres, are back to one house, the Biltmore, 
which was their first. The Mansfield which they erected and also oper- 
ated last season was turned back to the actual owner, Irving Lewine, 
last week. He is a United Cigars official. J. Goldstein, a jeweler, who 
bought the Avon last year, is also interested. , 

Following the building of the Biltmore and Mansfield, the Chanin 

put up three houses on 44th and 45th streets, Royale, Majestic and 
Masque. | 
The Shuberts took ownership about two years ago in a transaction 
whereby the Chanins secured the Century theatre site, now an apart- 
ment house. The Chanins also operated Wallack’s. Theatre buildings 
outside of Times Square by the Chanins included the Beacon, leased by 
Warners, and Loew’s, Coney Island. 

When Morris Gest opened ‘Chauve Souris’ with a ‘representation 
generale’, although not a completely new idea for New York, it was 
following the established European custom. Means a dress rehearsal 
more than anything. Press and all the audience invited, with the critics 
thus gotten rid of the first night and tickets sold only for subsequent 
performances. Allows for the invitation of notables for press blurb 
notices. 

In Europe all shows are opened thus, although in France quite often 
the ‘generale’ is given three or four days and sometimes a week, after 
the regular opening, with critics not seeing the show until then. That 
allows for polishing up the rough spots before the critics are asked in. 
Not such a bad idea where shows open cold—although whether the New 
York critics would keep off until asked is another question. 








Following published reports that the Shubert Professional Players 
season had gone blooey in Buffalo, local manager of the Shubert-Teck 
there issued another personal blast announcing plans for the resumption 
of the players season in the near future. 

The O. E. Wee ‘Strange Interlude’ was also stated to be showing high 
attendance records, no mention being made that Buffalo was covered 
with two for one tickets all week, many being sent through the mails 
addressed to ‘Stenographer’ and ‘Bookkeeper’ of offices and firms. 





After its cordial reception on the road and the excellent business in 
several key cities, the metropolitan notices on ‘East Wind’ came as @ 
smack to Schwab and Mandel, the producers, and the several authors. 
The show could have remained out and made money. 

Instead of an expected hit at the Manhattan, it will take weeks for 
business to develop to a profitable basis, if at all. Usually a musical gets 
across quickly or it doesn’t land. 





At the matinee Saturday (24) of ‘Social Register,’ playing the Boule- 
vard, Jackson Heights, Sidney Blackmer complained of an agonizng 
earache. Towards the end of the show it nearly put him down. 

After the performance Blackmer went to a doctor, who operated im- 
mediately, understood to be for mastoids. Although the management 
said they’d call off the evening show, Blackmer went on, his ears stuffed 
with cotton. 





Delay on the Sam Harris-Berlin-Hart musical is not a quandary over 
selection of an ingenue but because of the book. Boys can’t straighten 
out the script to suit themselves and won't start rehearsals without 4 
last act. 

On the femme lead end Dorothy Stone, Claudia Dell and Lois Moran 
have been mentioned as possibilities to date. Male principals are al- 
ready engaged and await a call. 





A critic in New York may leave at the end of the first act, or even at 
the end of a second act, without comment by the audience, but when 
Walter Brown, critic for the Hartford ‘Courant’, left at the end of the 
second act of Lawrence Stalling and George S. Kaufman’s new play, 
‘El Dorado’, the audience just looked with mouths wide open. 

First time Brown had ever simulated the New York group. 





Patterson McNutt, producing ‘Hay Fever’, will not share in any money 
resulting from sale of the piece for talkers. That also goes for any 
income resulting from stock production. 

‘Hay’ is by Noel Coward. It is said the author holds these rights 0 
all his shows. 





Arthur Hopkins is head of the legit group co-operating with Harvey 
Dow Gibson’s unemployment committee. 

Mtiunagers, casts and brokers have been or are being solicited to com 
tribute, personally, to the fund. 





‘Smiling Through’, Jane Cowl’s old play, will be shown soon in two 
new forms. Metro is producing it as a talker for Norma Shearer. Other 
production is Vincent Youman’s stage musical with Norma Terris an 
Basil Rathbone, 





Within two weeks the Shuberts will have presented three comedy” 
dramas on Broadway, all with a marital infidelity theme. They are 7 
Venitian’ (Masque), ‘Cynara’ (Morosco), and ‘No Scandal’ (Bijou). 


ee 





Richard Cromwell's figure with Columbia is $110 weekly now (instead 


of the $75 mentioned in the ‘Wonder Boy’ review in last week's ‘variety 





but options up into near $1,000. Cromwell now on loan to MGM. 











‘ 
=—— 
—_— 


int 
cla 
the 
tio! 
wa: 


affi 
nar 
cor 
Th 
duc 


sir 
pa! 


uni 
cia 
wit 
con 
oth 
tail 


ger 
to 

she 
car 


yea 
in 1 


anc 
in 

the 
lim 
anc 


g0i 
pro 
nev 
tho 


har 
sid 
 & 
the 
of © 
lea: 
not 


hea 
sta 


Shi 
wh 
for 
has 
in ¢ 
hoy 
alt 
Shi 
wo! 
rec 


ano 
rea 
ow) 





U 


, of 
bly 
hen 
ood 


ave 
are 
in- 
the 


ties 
ilm 
the 
ed, 
the 
lity 


om 
ity. 
led 
or- 
ods 
the 


‘in- 
the 
for 


red 
ion. 


jon 
was 
‘sal 
tics 
ent 
urb 


ers 
‘eck 
tion 


igh 
red 
ails 


; in 
sa 
ors. 


for 
rets 


ule- 
izng 


im- 
rent 
ffed 


over 
iten 
it a 


pyran 


al- 


n at 
yhen 

the 
olay; 


oney 
any 


s on 


rvey 
con- 
two 


ther 
and 


ed ¥- 
‘The 


stead 
iety’) 





no ae. TES Nias; 








Tuesday, November 3, 1931 





REGETEMATE 


* 


VARIETY 











LEGIT CRITICS’ BOX SCOR 











Lesit Group Trying 


Work Out—Syndicates’ Don’t Figure 





The status of the legit producing 
field is patently in a rather un- 
stable state. There is a group of 
managers conferring on ways and 
means of working out the problem. 
These showmen are among the most 
intelligent and experienced of their 
class. While plans are nebulous, 
they have surveyed present condi- 


tions and appear to be on their 
way to a solution. 

This group is not insolubly | 
affiliated with what were the domi 
nant legit concerns, nor is that 
considered important any more. 
The formation of a covering pro- 


ducing corporation is the principal 
move considered, perhaps in the 
similar relation of a holding com- 
pany. 

Each producer in it would be a 
wnit and assured the required finan- 
cial backing, minus strings and 
without hampering such as usually 
comes from individual backers. In 
other words each legit producer re- 
tains his independence as such. 


Need Shows 


Talk of the independent mana- 
gers getting together and dictating 
to the ‘syndicates’ is discounted by 
showmen who declare a producer 
can get pretty nearly any house he 
wants and at his own terms. Five 
years ago when a third circuit was 
in the air, that might have been im- 
portant, but now with the Shuberts 
and Erlanger’s apparently impotent 
in production, they must look to 
the independent producers. Stop 
limits have dwindled away down 
and guarantees are a rarity. 

There are enough theatres—too 
many theatres. From now on money 
going into the legit must go into 
production and not into building 
new houses. That is about the 
thought of the showmen who are 
trying to stimulate legit. 

That the Shuberts are in the 
hands of the receivers may con- 
siderably aid the situation but that 
is not clearly indicated because of 
the muddle. The idea that because 
of the receivership, agreements and 
leases may be voided, if true, will 
not be taken advantage of at least 
by the men who are putting their 
heads together for the good of the 
stage. 

One producer who operates a 
Shubert-owned theatre under lease, 
which provides Shubert bookings 
for shows going into that house, 
has spotted his forthcoming show 
in an Erlanger house. He explained 
however, he always has had the 
alternative of booking in other than 
Shubert theatres, adding that he 
would not take advantage of the 
receivership situation to void any 
agreement. His theatre has booked 
another attraction, apparently the 
reason the producer is taking his 
Own show elsewhere. 


Shows Taking Cash for 
Share in Shubert Houses 


Ending of all «heck systems for 
Paying off shows playing Shubert 
houses is said to have been effected 
since the company went into re- 
celvership. Producers are now sup- 
Posed to be taking their gross 
shares in cash, with one known to 
be coing that and several others 
Similarly reported. 


It is de lared that since the Shu- 





bert receivership, some shows are | 


Splitting takes 


nightly, in prefer- 
> eta to waiting until the usual | 
“aturday payoffs. One of those 
mentioned is ‘Grand Hotel’ at the 
“ational, New York. ‘Lean Har- | 
vest’ 


} is known to be taking Satur- 
ay night cash payoffs and elimin- 
ating checks. 





Play on Josie Mansheld 
Ping about Josie Mansfield, who 
= last week, is being written by 
€n Kamsler of Paramount's edi- 


tor 
‘al staff. He started months ago. 


to Find Ways to 


| 





STILL REHEARSING 


Miller and Lyles’ ‘Sugar Hill’ May | 
Take Long-Rehearsa! Record 








Miller and Lyles’ new colored 
show, ‘Sugar Hill,’ is still in rehear- 
sal in Harlem. 

If it doesn’t open soon it can 
easily lay claim to the longest-re- 


—_—_—__——¢ 


ee 








WINGHELL TIES 


GABRIEL FOR fal 
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Season’s First Box Score on/| 


Flops 
Average .1000 — Brown, 


Atkinson 3d and 4th—-/! 


Opinions on Failures Be- 
tween Aug. 26-Nov. 1. 





hearsed show, even eclipsing the pe- 
riod of ‘Fast and Furious.’ 





Hollywood Minus 
Shows as Laura 


Los Angeles, Nov. 2. 

Hollywood is without a legit show 
this week for the first time in four 
years. Reason is the illnes of Laura 
Hope Crews who is still in the hos- 
pital folowing a backstage collapse 
Thursday (29), during a perform- 
ance of ‘The Silver Cord’ at the El 
Capitan. 

Inability of Miss Crews to carry 
on necessitated refunds and no new 
show is scheduled to come in until 
Armistice Day, Nov. 11, ‘Silver 
Cord’ was enjoying a favorable box- 
office start. 

To fill the gap Henry Duffy is 
rushing a revival of the Duncan 
Sisters in ‘Topsy and Eva,’ al- 
though this depends upon Mike 
Marco’s permission for Larry Ce- 
ballos to stage the show. Ceballos 
is under contract to Fanchon and 
Marco. 


50% LEGITS LIVING 
THROUGH CUT RATES 


More than 50% of Broadway's le- 
git theatres open in the fore part of 
last week were allowed to be lit 
solely because of cut-rate assistance. 

Shows and theatres using the 
oxygen were Biltmore, ‘Guest Room ;’ 
Ambassador, ‘Chauve Souris;’ Co- 
han, ‘Nikki;’ Cort, ‘Ladies of Crea- 
tion;’ Ritz, ‘Two Seconds;’ Comedy, 
‘If I Were You;’ Royale, ‘Constant 
Sinner;’ Golden, ‘After Tomorrow;’ 
Booth, ‘Breadwinner;’ Morosc®, 
‘Cloudy, With Showers;’ Playhouse, 
‘Church Mouse;’ Miller, ‘Sex Fable;’ 
48th St., ‘Streets of New York.’ 


Doris Rankin Critically Ill 


Doris Rankin was operated on 
Saturday at the Park East hospital! 
(New York) and reported in critical 
condition Monday (2). The opera- 
tion was for a throat infection. 

While under the anesthetic 
patient’s pulse became weak. 








the 





Belasco-Curran, Bankrupt 


Los Angeles, 





Nov. 2. 


In the midst of Dickson Morgan's | 
' 


cuit against Belasco and Curran, he 
filed a bankruptcy proceeding here 
| with $11,400 liabilities and $8.600 as- 
liabilities concern his 
‘Shanghai Gesture’ production and 


isets. Chief 


Mrs. Leslie Carter 


j 

| tures of his. 
Morgan gave 
| 

' 


Crews Collapses. 


Dickinson Morgan, Suing | 


19 DEATHS 


Only — Leaders 





First critics’ box score of the ’31- | 


32 Broadway based 


(on failures only to Oct. 31, deals 
with 19 shows. All of these have 


| opened and closed within the sea- 
| son’s logical opening date (Aug. 25) 
‘and the closing date for this box 
| score. Winchell of the ‘Mirror’ and 
| Gabriel of the ‘American,’ both 
morning papers, who finished third 
land fifth respectively last season, 
| are the first lap’s leaders. 
| The two pace-setting hit and flop, 
|mostly flop, catchers have a per- 
|fect starting average of .1000 each, 
| having guessed right on all flops 
caught. Gabriel saw 14 bad ones, 
two more than Winchell. 

3rown of the ‘Post’ and Atkinson 
of the ‘Times,’ the one-two boys last 
year, are third and fourth in the 
early season score. Brown is see- 
jing another reviewer from the rear 
view for the first time in about two 


legit season, 


years. The other critics’ averages 
|jrange from newcomer Edward 
| (‘Graphic’) Sullivan’s fifth place 


.818, to Burns Mantle’s .429. 

The big league review boys had 
19 chances to see early folders, but 
Anderson, while missing four of 
the flops, caught the most, i5. Flups 
included in this score are such 
shows as have already closed. 
Others are still running, a couple 
due to close this week. 

As a group, the dailies’ 10 New 
York dramatic first-stringers batted 
802, which is about § average. 
‘Variety's’ combined mugg staff 
average without mugging is_ .895. 
for 17 rights in 19 chances, 


F-WC Opening Wichita 
To Legit Once Monthly 


Wichita, Kan., Nov. 2. 

Because the Forum, now playing 
pictures, is off booking roadshows, 
| ‘Vinegar Tree,’ supposed to play 
|the house Nov. 18, will go into the 
| Fox-West Coast Orpheum instead. 
Reversal of Forum policy left the 
town without a iegit channel until 
Elmer Rhoden, F-WC division man- 
ager at Kansas City, offered the 
Orpheum once a month, on the third 
Wednesday, for road shows. 

Fritz Leiber, in Shakespeare rep, 
is slated for December. 


Warner’s $12,000 Nick 
On New ‘“Temptations’ 


Los Angeles, 
Frankiin Warner’s new ‘Tempta- 
| tions’ is some $12,000 in the hole on 
jadvances and investment, with the 
| show scheduled to open the last of 
this month. 














Nov. 2. 





Busby Berkeley, the stager, has 
a $2,500 advance; $1,000 to Paul 
Gerard Smith for the skits; $2,000 
to Sam Coslow and W. Franke 


Harling, the songwriters. 


| 





#47 ° + -" 7 2 - ' 
some other ill-fated Coast legit ven- | 


| Helen Morgan’s Lead 


| 











SCORE AS OF NOV. 1 

Key to abbreviations: $.R. (shows reviewed, R. (right), W. 

(wrong), O. (no opinion expressed, Pct. (percentage). 
S.R. R. Ww. oO. Pct. 
GABRIEL (‘American’) ...... . 14 14 0 0 -1000 
WINCHELL (‘Mirror’) ....... 12 12 0 0 -1000 
BROWN (‘Post’) ....... ieeeoe Oe 12 1 0 .923 
ATKINSON (‘Times’) .....+-. 14 12 1 1 857 
SULLIVAN (‘Graphic’) ....... 11 9 2 0 818 
ANDERSON (‘Journal’) ...... 15 12 2 1 800 
GARLAND (‘World-Telegram’) 10 8 1 1 -800 
LOGRRIGGE PBUN"). «2.624055 14 11 1 2 786 
HAMMOND (‘Herald Tribune’) 13 8 3 2 615 
fo pS ay a 14 6 6 2 .429 
‘Variety’ (Combined) ......... 19 17 2 0 -895 

(This Score Computed on Failures Only 








Other Unions Favoring Sunday 





Drama May Force Equity Into Line 


‘Panic’ Again On 


‘Panic Is On,’ postponed Broad- 
way musical candidate, is on again 
with new producers. These are 
Henry Souvaine and Carl Hemmer, 
latter inactive for several seasons. 
Souvaine is one of the authors. 

Fred Fisher first told of produc- 
tive hopes. Then withdrew, rep- 
utedly because he could not finance 
it. 


SHUBERT-S MAY 
FOLLOW INTO 
BANKRUPTCY? 


That the Shubert receivership 
may resolve into bankruptcy by the 
time the creditors meet Dec. 2, by 
order of the court, is the feeling on 
Broadway. If that does not occur, 
well informed sources say Lee Shu- 
bert will be supplanted as co-re- 
ceiver. Understood the Irving Trust 
Co., also co-receiver, would prefer 
another showman in  Shubert’s 
place or as an impartial advisor. 

Shubert was appointed to the 
post after assenting to the receiver- 
ship move on the part of a Chicago 
advertising agency, Gerson, Beesley 
and Hampton, of which Sam Ger- 
son, long close to the Shuberts, is 
the head. 

Four new Shubert productions 
are due on Broadway within two 
weeks. Their receptions are re- 
garded as very important at this 
time. All attractions showing a 
loss will be immediately ordered 
off, it is understood, that being a 
regular proceeding in a receiver- 
ship situation. In the last week, 
five or six Shubert shows were re- 
ported ordered closed out of town. 





Shubert Meeting in Chi 
Chicago, Nov. 2. 
A representative of the Irving 
Trust Co. of New York arrived here 
today to be present at a meeting 
of lecal bondholders of the Shu- 
bert Theatre Corporation. Present 


j}at the afternoon session were coun- 


{ 
; 
; 


se] for the estate of Marshall Field 


and the Continental Trust, also in- 


| 


; 


jrental offsets 


| 


star of ‘Shanghai Gesture,’ a second Helen Morgan may get the femme 
mortgage for $3,000 on his Wil-| lead opposite Jos. Shildkraut in 
loughby avenue house. Plot on! ‘Gallery Gods.’ It’s a straight play 
which the house stands is valued at| being produced by Reginald Ham- | 

$6500 and constituted the major; merstein. 
| ite m in his assets. Miss Morgan handed her notice 
—————__—__——- to Ziegfeld for the ‘Follies’ some 
. | time ago, but is holding over in the 

Norma Terris in Musical | show. 


Norma Terris will have the femme 
lead in Vincent Youmans’ new mus- | 


= . - 
Show is titled ‘Gold Braid Row.’] ical 


and Hammerstein are agreed on 
terms for her legit try, although no 
papers have been drawn up yet. 


disposed to 
Understood that both she|eration of various theatre proper- 
ties as heretofore by making con- 
cessions. 
to drastic action at this time. 


volved. 

It has been the aim of the Shu- 
berts to unload the Harris and Sel- 
wyn theatres upon which taxes are 
aid to be unpaid. The twin the- 
atres are expensive to operate be- 
cause on valuable ground, without 
as with most Loop 
theatres, 

Understood the bondholders are 
continue Shubert op- 


That is figured preferable 


With nine front rank New York 
producers now openly coming out 
in favor of Sunday legits, and thoss 
same managers putting forth effortg 
into passage of a Sunday bill, ade 
mission is made of an Equity-pro= 
ducer fight that may materailize 
within the next two or three months, 
This is based on Equity’s repeated 
stand in opposition to the Sunday 
drama and the producers’ equal fe 
sistence that the Sabbath performe 
ances will aid greatly in pulling 
legit out of its present groggy cone 
dition. 

List of Sunday favorables in= 
cludes Sam Harris, Max Gordon, 
Lawrence Weber, Kenneth Mao= 
Gowan, Arthur Hopkins, William 
Brandt, Lee Shubert, Gilbert Millen 
Lawrence Langer, Some of those 
named are Theatre League members 
and will probably work with that 
organization. 

Strongest point offered so far tg 
favor of the producers’ attempt is 
that with the exception of Equity, 
other legit unionized crafts are un= 
derstood to be in favor of the open 
Sunday. It is declared another day 
closed will be satisfactory since the 
difference between the Sabbath 
grosses and those of eariy week 
days swings the scale strongly im 
favor of the former. 


General Benefit 


It is advanced that with othee 
unions standing with the producers 
Equity may change its stand on the 
possibility of the increased em- 
ployment in view, plus the general 
strengthening of legits possibly 
through Sunday performances, 

While Equity is still opposed, with 
some thoughts expressing the 
younger Equity members as not op. 
posed, it is stated producer-Equity 
meetings will be held on the Sun- 
day question in hope of settling the 
problem without a battle. Other 
producers say they will fight the is- 
sue to the finish should Equity con- 
tinue what producers declare a dis- 
criminatory position, 





Jones Cancels Shubert 
Lease on Woods, Chicago 


Chicago, Nov. 2. 
Aaron Jones, for the firm of 
Jones, Linick and Schaefer, hag 
cancelled the lease which the Shu- 
berts held on the Woods theatre, 
and the house returns to the owners, 
The Shuberts lease had about three 


more years to run. Shuberts are 
understood to have been plenty 
behind in rent. 


Jones is negotiating with several 
promoters, who have various 
schemes for the mainstem spot. 
Only element lacking in the prop- 
ositions is tangible cash. 


One Femme Role 
There’s only one femme part in 
the new I’rank Craven play for John 
Golden, with 35 male roles. Piece 
Is titled ‘All Points West.’ 
Scheduled to open in one of the~ 
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Flectra. at $6 for 


6 Shows, $22,800: 


Guilds New Drama Gross Leader 





Broadway’s production pace is 
quickening. This week 36 legit 
shows as against 38 the same week 
jJast There are 26 houses 
dark in all but with nine new shows 
due in next week. 

A new drama leader has arrived 
Jast week with ‘Mourning Becomes 
Electra,’ the Eugene O'Neill drama 
at the Guild, In six performances 
(no matinees) the first week's 
gross was set at $22,800. It is 
claimed that with the press list out 
this week’s takings should reach 
$25,000, and when the subscription 
period expires, considerably more 
can be grossed. ‘Electra’ is the 
highest scaled show in town at $6 
(performances in two parts and $3 
tickets must be bought for each, 
though scale is lower in balcony). 
The Guild piece is the first drama 
to supplant the holdover ‘Grand 
Hotel, the year old show legit 
which topped the non-musicals up 
to now this season. 

Mixed Notices 

‘East Wind’ went against mixed 
notices at the Manhattan, but 
picked up during the week. Ap- 
proximating $16,000 in seven times, 
an indicated pace of $18,000 on the 
week. ‘Chauve-Souris’ for its first 
full week at the Ambassador got 
little at $6,000. ‘The Roof’ opened 
at the small Hopkins Friday (30) 
with divided opinion. First full 
week for ‘Wonder Boy’ about $11,- 
000 and should build. 

Due next week: ‘Brief Moment,’ 
re-lighting the Belasco; ‘Social 
Register,’ Fulton; ‘Peter Flies 
High,’ Gaiety; ‘School for Scan- 
dal, Barrymore (with 
rymore); ‘Fast Service,’ Selwyn; 
‘No Scandal,’ Bijou; ‘The Widow in 
Green’ supplants ‘Ladies of Crea- 
tion, closing at the Cort; ‘Sing 
High, Sing Low,’ Harris; ‘If Love 
Were All,’ Booth, replacing ‘The 
Breadwinner,’ which held over. 
Other closings: ‘The Constant Sin- 
ner, Royale; ‘Nikki,’ Cohan, and 
‘After Tomorrow, Golden, both 
taken off last Saturday. 


season. 


Business last week eased off 
again. 
‘After ‘Tomorrow.’ Withdrawn 


from Golden Saturday; played 10 
weeks to light trade. 

‘Cat and Fiddle,’ Giobe (4th week) 
(0-1,416-$4.40). Steadily improv- 
ing in agency demand and has ex- 
cellent chance; not far from $28,- 
000 last week. 

‘Caught Wet,’ John Golden (ist 


week) (C-900-$3). Presented by 
John Golden; second production 
this season; written by Rachel 


Crothers; opens Wednesday (3), 

‘Chauve-Souris,”, Ambassador (3d 
week) (R-1,200-$3). Little chance, 
but new numbers being inserted; 
first full week estimated around 
$6,000 for imported Russian revue 
(Balieff). 

‘Church Mouse,’ Playhouse (4th 
week) (CD-984-$3). Management 
claims improved trade indicates en- 
gagement beyond first of year; 
some theatre parties; quoted above 
$9,000. 

‘Counsellor at Law,’ Plymouth 
(ist week) (C-1,042-$3). Presented 
and authored by Elmer Rice, who 
also has ‘Left Bank’; opens Fri- 
day (6). 

‘Cynara,’ Morosco (ist week) 
(CD-1,893-$3). Presented by Lee 
Shubert; written by H. M. Har- 
wood and R. F. Gore-Browne; 
opened Monday. 

‘East Wind,’ Manhattan (2d week) 
M-1,265-$4.40). Notices mixed with 


Pm. papers more favorable; 
showed improvement after  pre- 
miere; in seven times indicated 


weekly pace $18,000. 

‘Everybody’s Welcome,’ Shubert 
(4th week) (M-1,395-$3). Slipped 
down with estimated pace around 
$11,000; must do better to stay. 

‘Follies,’ Ziegfeld (19th week) (R- 
1,622-$5.50). Considerably affected 
in recent weeks with gross down 


around $31,000; not enough for 
major revue, 

‘Grand Hotel,’ National (5ist 
week) (D-1,164-$4.40). Will reach 
year’s mark next week (13) and 
should go through winter; | still 


quoted over $20,000. 

‘Here Goes the Bride,’ Chanin’s 
(1st week) (M-1,413-$4.40). Pre- 
sented by Peter Arno; his first man- 
agerial try; opens tonight (2). 

“Hot Money,’ Cohan (list week) 
{C-1,400-$3). Presented by James 
W. Elliott; written by Aben Kendel; 
opens Saturday (7). 

House of Connelly,’ Beck 
week) (D-1,189-$2.50). Moves in 
two weeks, ‘Reunion at Vienna’ be- 
Ing due Nov. 16: drama doing well 
enough; $12,000 last week. 

If 1 Were You,’ Comedy (7th 
week) (C-682-$3). Little money but 
operating under small expense; an- 
Other show, ‘Bloody Laughter,’ be- 
ng readied by Maurice Schwartz. 

Ladies of Creation,’ Cort (9th 
week) (C-1,048-$3). Final week; 
on ed some improvement for time 
Wi eased under $4,000 again; “The 

idow in Green’ next week. 
conn Harvest,’ Forrest (4th week) 
bs -1,015-$3). Playing week to 

ek; English play well presented, 


(6th 


Ethel Bar- 


not able to better mild startin ace; 
about $7,000. waa ox; 
‘ ‘Left Bank,’ Little (5th week) (D- 
530-$3). Developed good draw and 
regarded set for successful engage- 
ment; takings over $9,000 in small 
house very good, 

‘Mourning Becomes Electra,’ Guild 
(2d week) (D-914-$6). Rave notices 
for O’Neil long drama in three parts 
starting at 5 daily; got over $22,500 
at $6 in six times, topping non- 
musicals, 

‘Nikki.’ 
urday; 
musical, 

‘Payment Deferred,’ Lyceum (6th 
week) (D-957-$3). Doing moderate- 
ly, although under expectations af- 
ter strong notices; making some 
money; $8,000 to $9,000. 

‘Scandals,’ Apollo (8th week) (R- 
1,168-$5.50). Shows capacity state- 
ment, although demand here, like 
most others, dropped last week; 
$38,000 estimated. 

‘The Band Wagon,’ New Amster- 
dam (22d week) (R-1,423-$5.50). 
Though not capacity, holds to big 
money; shaded slightly last week to 
$39,000. 

‘The Breadwinner,’ 
week) (D-708-$3.85). Held over this 
week with ‘The Venetian’ booking 
switched to Masque; ‘If Love Were 
All’ comes in next week. English 
show $7,000 or more. 

‘The Constant Sinner,’ Royale (8th 
week) (CD-1,118-$3). Final week; 
engagement just covers length of 
agency buy, with little money other- 
wise; down around $5,500. 

‘The Good Companions,’ 44th St. 
(6th week) (CD-1,323-$3). Light- 
weight; touted English piece esti- 
mated around $11,000, maybe small 
operating profit. : 

‘The Guest Room,’ Biltmore (5th 
week) (C-1,000-$3). Picked up, and 
management hopeful, but gross has 
been small from start; about $3,000. 

‘The Laugh Parade,’ Imperial (1st 
week) (R-1,446-$4.40). Presented by 
Ed Wynn, starring in it: out for 
some weeks; opened Monday. 

‘The Sex Fable,’ Henry Miller's 
(3d week) (C-946-$3.85). Little 
promise so far; again approximately 
$8,000; must improve to stick. aad 

‘The Venetian,’ Masque (1st week) 
(C-700-$3). Presented by Maurice 
Browne and the Shuberts; written 
by Clifford Bax; opened Saturday 
(31). 

‘Two Seconds,’ Ritz (5th week) 
(D-945-$3). Getting enough to show 
some operating profit; with cut rate 
aid, takings up a bit to $7,500 last 
week. 

‘Vanities,’ Earl Carroll (11th 
week) (R-3,000-$3). Best gross get- 
ter on Broadway with night attend- 
ance the better; in 10 performances 
over $60,000 claimed. 

‘Wonder Boy,’ Alvin (3d week) 
(CD-1,387-$3). Skowed marked 
agency strength; balcony prices cut 
to aid box office draw; first full 
week about $11,000 and should im- 
prove. 


Taken off at Cohan Sat- 
five weeks for small gross 


Booth (7th 


Other Attractions 

‘Hamlet,’ Broadhurst; Shake- 
spearean presentation by Norman- 
Bel Geddes; something unusual in- 
dicated. 

‘The Roof,’ Hopkins; attracted in- 
terest but drew divided opinions. 

‘The Chimes of Normandy,’ Er- 
langers; revival. 

‘Street of New York,’ 48th Street; 
revival; light. 

‘No More Frontier,’ Provincetown. 


HORSE SHOW RUINED 
LEGITS IN BOSTON 


Boston, Nov. 2. 

The horse show with an at- 
tendance of more than 80,000 for 
the week together with a couple 
of monster benefit performances of 
one kind or another, just about put 
the crimp into the legit houses here 
last week. There wasn’t a show in 








town that could do any sort of 
business. 
This week with weather con- 


ditions somewhat better, some of 
the bigger football games sched- 
uled and the horse show out of the 
way things look a bit better. 
Estimates for Last Week 

‘The House Beautiful,’ Plymouth 
(ist week). ‘As You Desire Me’ 
wound up with gross way below the 
$10,000 mark. 

‘The Little Racketeer,’ Shubert 
(final week). Business not so good 
at under $15,000. 

‘Rhapsody in Black’ Majestic 
(final week). Just about finished 
up here anyway and $15,000 for 
week. 

‘Tomorrow and Tomorrow,’ 
lonial (1st week). In final week 
Husband's Go’ did $13,000 


Co- 
‘As 


Engagements 
(Patterson 
Erik 





MeNutt) 
Cowley, 
Cooper, Phyllis 
Edward Cooper, 
Alice Pellmore 


Fever’ 
(Constance Collier, 
Anthony Kemble 
Elgar, Julia Hoyt, 
| Valerie ‘ossart 
Cliffe. 


‘Hay 
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$4,000 for 4 Times for 
‘Blossom Time’ in Minn. 


Minneapolis, Nov. 2. 

‘Blossom Time’ grossed around 
$4,000 for four performances at the 
Metropolitan, considered fair in 
view of the number of times the 
musical comedy has played here. 
Walker Whiteside in ‘Surf’ here for 
three nights and a matinee this 
week. 

Praised by critics and patrons, 
‘That's Gratitude’ nevertheless failed | 
te demonstrate pulling power for | 
the Bainbridge stock and dropped | 
to around $3,000, not good. ‘The 
Plutocrat,’ this week, with Mr. and | 
Mrs. Coburn as guest stars. 

‘The Pleasure Seekers’ did about 
$2,500 for the Harry Hirsch bur- | 
lesque stock company at the Gay-| 
ety. Not so hot. 


4 OUT OF 5 DO 
NICELY IN L. A. 


Los Angeles, Novy. 2. 
Five legit houses are open this 
week. Four did business and the 
fifth, the Hollywood Playhouse with 
‘Alias the Deacon,’ died an easy 
death. Weather was oke for busi- 


ness and the _ public generally 
showed interest in the best crop of 
shows displayed here in some time. 

Top honors for the week went to 
Louis Macloon’s ‘Girl Crazy,’ which 
got $14,000. Producer, however, has 
asked the principals to take a 25% 
cut claiming the nut makes it im- 
possible for him to carry on as is. 
Originally in for two weeks it will 
continue for two more on a 70-30 
split with the house. 

‘The Silver Cord’ with Laura Hope 
Crews, Kay Hammond and Ona 
Munson, at the El Capitan looked 
like a good opening week when 
star’s illness forced closing. 

‘The Silent Witness’ got away to 
a fair start at the Belasco with a 
take of $10,000 for the opener. Lionel 
Atwill, the star, unkown to the lay 
mob here, was brought on at the 
last minute when A. E. Anson was 
taken ill, Opening was slow but 
the piece built up. 

Second and last week of Jan Mac- 
Laren’s ‘Man and Superman’ at the 
Egan did $1,700. House is dark for 
two weeks, then Sheridan's ‘The 
Critic. MacLaren is bankrolling the 
revival venture himself in this 300- 
seat house. 

At the Hollywood Playhouse ‘Alias 
the Deacon’ slid to $1,500, about the 
worst the house has ever done. 
With Burton Churchill in the lead, 
it was figured to get a little money. 
Previous run of-.18 weeks at the 
same house five years ago was 
enough. 

‘Nine o’Clock Revue,’ co-op, came 
back to town Saturday for two 
weeks at:-the Majestic. Saturday 
and Sunday got about $800. Played 
eight weeks at the Music Box before 








Jolson, ‘Vanities’ in Philly Compete 
With Rival Shakespeare Troupes 





LEGIT ESTIMATE SYMBOLS 


R—revue; M—musical com- 
edy; D-~drama; C—comedy; 
CD—comedy drama; F—farce; 
O—operetia. Capacities and 
top prices also indicated. 














Louisville Roadshow 
Grosses Encouraging 


Louisville, Nov. 2. 

Road show season opened with 
‘Admirable Crichton,’ for one night, 
at the National getting $4,400. Ben 
Greet garnered $6,000 at two per- 
formances Thursday. 

Kreisler did $4,000, which 
cates conditions may be up 
here. 


indi- 
a bit 


1 Open Ptsbgh. Legit 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 2. 

With Nixon dark last week, Alvin 
fared only moderately well with 
Peter Arno’s show, ‘Here Goes the 
Bride.’ Takings around $15,000 at 
$3 top but due more than anything 
else to lack of sufficient build-up. 
Show a last-minute booking after 
house had previously contemplated 
a dark session. ‘ 

Critical opinion not so encourag- 
ing. Thursday’s show hardly re- 
sembling at all the same show Mon- 
day nite. 

Nixon currently relighted with 
‘Vanities’ and Stratford-Upon-Avon 
Players. Alvin has ‘The Mikado’ for 
the week. 





going to San Francisco for four 
weeks. 


Estimates for Last Week 


‘The Silver Cord,’ El Capitan (ist 
week) (CD-1,571; $1.50). Headed 
for better than average opening 
week when star’s illness forced 
closing. 

‘Girl Crazy,’ Biltmore (2nd week) 
(M-1,653; $2). First currently pop 
musical to hit town in years. Good 


at $14,000. Cast taking a cut due 
to heavy nut. 

‘Alias the Deacon,’ Hollywood 
Playhouse (2nd, final week) (C- 


1,152-$1.50). 
loss. . 
‘Man and Superman’ Egan (2nd, 
final week) (C-334; $2). Okay for 
this house at $1,600. 

‘The Silent Witness,’ Belasco (ist 
week) (D-1,103; $2.50). Average 
opening week at $10,000. May build 
when they learn more about Lionel 
Atwill. 


Folded to $1,500; total 





10 in Chi Divvy $153,000 





Four Shows Above $20,000—Belated De- 
mand Gives Barrymore $23,000 





Chicago, Nov. 2. 

After three days of poor takings, 
business suddenly snapped out of 
the doldrums and had the legit mob 
smiling again by the end of the 
week. Weak start brought the 
‘Crazy Quilt’ gross down about a 
grand and a half from its previous 
capacity level, but not important 
enough to give Billy Rose any cause 
for worry. Ethel Barrymore re- 
vival, ‘School for Scandal,’ sent its 
second and final week’s gross sky- 
rocketing to a juicy $23,000, with 
‘The Third Little Show’ easily 
matching this figure. 

‘Once in a Lifetime’ did but so-so 
through the week, but staged a 
sharp upturn Friday night and 
Saturday, with the stanza’s final 
tally around $13,000 mark. Agency 
call on this one the latter part of 
the week gave some indication that 
the show is on the build. Although 
Nov. 14 has been set as the fadeout 
date, stay most likely will be ex- 
tended if the pickup in the mean- 
time warrants. Everybody con- 
cerned, particularly Agent George 
Atkinson, are giving all they've got 
to lift it over the hurdles. 

‘Girl Crazy’s’ steady climb hit a 
snag the early part of the week, but 
failed on recovery to show better 
than $14,500. Mob from the North- 
western-Illinois game helped here 
Saturday night, as well as the 





others all along the line. ‘Green 
Pasiures’ its seventh week slid 
off to around $21,000. } 

‘Mrs. Moonlight’ at the Harris and } 


for 


The Admirable Crichton,’ Erlanger, | 
tonight vied for opening attention 
the near-future unveiling card 


| better than $14,500. 


are ‘Blossom Time,’ Grand, and four 
matinee performances of Maurice 
Browne's ‘The Unknown Warrior’ 
at the Selwyn, both starting Nov. 8. 


Advance bookings at the Erlanger 


include Earl Carroll's ‘Vanities,’ 
Nov. 15, and ‘Three’s a Crowd,’ 
Dec. 25. 


Estimates for Last Week 


‘Against the Wind’ (ist week) 
(C-1,219; $3). Had three benefit 
sellouts at two grand a clip. Week’s 
reported net of $8,000 indicates the 
general reaction to Mrs. Fiske'’s 
latest. Critics no opinioned; com- 
ment bravoed the star, but nimbly 
wrote around the play itself, au- 
thored by Tracy Drake’s son, Car- 
los. 

‘Blue Ghost,’ Playhouse (ist 
week) (D-603; $3). Started off at 
a slow pace, but garnered enough 
the last two days of the week to 
run up $4,500. Moderate takings, 
but ample to get by with. Advance 
sale for the current week promis- 
ing. 

‘Crazy Quilt,’ Apollo (4th week) 
(R-1,443; $3). Drop of a grand and 
a half to $28,500 signified no def- 
inite trend. Easily overcame a bad 
Monday and Tuesday with sellouts 
for the rest of the week. Ensconced 
here until Nov. 28, with everything 
in its favor. 

‘Girl Crazy,’ Garrick 
(M-1,997; $3). They 


(4th 
didn't 


week) 
start 


|} coming in paying lots until Thurs- 


dav. Capacity at both Saturday 
performances swelled the purse to 


other for the 


(Continued on page 62) 


heavy drive party 





Philadelphia, Nov. 2. 

Business in legit was surprisinef, 
thriving. There wasn't a single oute 
and-out flop and most of the ate 
tractions gained over the previow 
week. 

Again the outstander was Al Jole 
son's ‘Wonder Bar,’ which hit cae 
pacity gait at the Shubert for al 
matinees, and when the football 
crowds turned out, ‘Wonder Bar’ ree 
ported the best figure so far thie 
year in this large capacity house. 


‘Vanities’ dropped a little behind 
in its race with ‘Wonder Bar’ which, 
in the first week, found the two 
grosses as close as a few hundred 
dollars most of the time. Last week 
‘Vanities’ got about $24,000 at the 
Erlanger, and left town satisfied 


with a fair profit. 

As predicted, the two Shakespear- 
ian companies spurted in their sec- 
ond and final weeks. The Stratford- 
on-Avon Players at the Broad 
had virtual sell-outs at three or 
four performances and leaped. A 
third week would have spelled 
plenty of financial returns. 

The Norman Bel Geddes ‘Hamlet’ 
at the Walnut was again top heavy, 
but big balcony trade, fine mat- 
inees and an extra show Friday 
afternoon boosted it to $16,000. 

‘Tomorrow and Tomorrow’ held 
up nicely at the Garrick. This 
wasn't comparable to old Guild fig- 
ures here, but considerably better 
than first of Guild group’s attrac- 
tions, ‘As Husbands Go,’ here this 
season, 

Other subscription group, Profes- 
sional Players, had the fourth week 
bugaboo to cope with and got by 
rather well—considering show was 
‘The House Beautiful,’ which had 
averaged between $9,500 and $10,000 
in first three weeks. Bad Monday 
house last week was offset by corke- 
ing midweek matinee. ' 

‘The Mikado,’ panned by all the 
critics, suffered after its opening 
at the Forrest. Good advance helped 
some, but box office trade dwindled. 
Lucky the show was in for a single 


week. If it had stayed, trade would 
have been brutal. a 
This week's newcomers are 


‘Cloudy with Showers’ (Professional 
Players’ subscription) at the Chest- 
nut; Milton Aborn’s ‘Pinafore’ and 
‘Trial by Jury’ at the Erlanger, “The 
Vinegar Tree’ at the Forrest, and 
‘Three’s a Crowd’ (return) at the 
Garrick. The Broad and Walnut 
are dark, with the popular priced 
organization at the Locust announc- 
ing ‘Strictly Dishonorable’ with 
Madge Bellamy as guest star. 

Next week finds the Broad re- 
opening with a single week of ‘Pri- 
vate Lives,’ which left after a fort- 
night’s stay at the same house to 
capacity. The Aborn company plans 
at least eight weeks at the Erlanger 
with ‘The Mikado’ as second offer- 
ing. Shubert has no booking for 
week of 9th and may stay dark for 
rest of year. Ditto for Walnut. 
Every effort will be made to keep 
Broad, Forrest and Garrick open, 
Chestnut being set with subscrip- 
tion campaign until March. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Cloudy with Showers’ (Chestnut, 
first week)—Second subscription of- 
fering of Professional Players. Four 
weeks as usual. ‘House Beautiful’ 
suffered in fourth week. However, 
better than $8,000, which is not so 
bad. 

Civic Light Opera Co. (Erlanger, 
first week)—Double bill of ‘Pinafore’ 
and ‘Trial by Jury’ for first week, 
‘Mikado’ next Monday. Advance sale 
very satisfactory, ‘Vanities’ got 
about $24,500 in final week. 

‘Vinegar Tree’ (Forrest, first week) 
—lIn for limited stay. ‘Mikado’ (sin- 
gle week) had good advance but suf- 
fered from notices. Business went 
down steadily all week. 

‘Strictly Dishonorable’ (Locust, 
one week only)—Third offering by 
Locust Players Guild at $1 top. “To- 
night or Never,’ with Helen Gahae« 
gan’s sister Lillian, fair last week. 

‘Wonder Bar’ (Shubert, third 
week) — Easily led the § town; 
jumped to $31,000 and had capacity 
gait part of week. House has no 
booking to follow and may close. 

Broad is dark this week, reopening 
Monday with return of ‘Private 
Lives’; Stratford-upon-Avon Play- 
ers got $16,000 in second and last 
week. Walnut is also dark and may 
not reopen. ‘Hamlet’ (Be! Geddes) 
had extra matinee and got between 
$15,000 and $16,000 in nine performe- 
ances, 





One Legit in Frisco ~ 


San Francisco, Novy. 2. 





Putting on an- | 


Still but one legit show in town, 
i that ‘Tonight or Never’ at the Cure 
| ran. Without competition it came 
| through a big $11,500 for its initial 
week, 
Tonight (2) sees opening of ‘Maye 
time’ local light opera production at 
;} the Geary, 

‘Broken Wing’ with Leo Carrille 
and Dale Winter comes into the A) 
jcazar Nov. 8 for Henry Duffy. 
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Mrs. Gest Says Hus Follies’ Biz Off ae 
ys Husband Gave but Concerts = 
Flo Ziegfeld returned from the B i W 
Would Not Take from Her iy coast Friday. It is understood he y Sallie ay 
er will start work on the new Ray + Of 
Henderson-Lew Brown musical, the 
+ ge ge ae at the Ziegfeld. Tauber Meets Shuberts To Arthur Bodansky, cond 
. e ‘Follies’ business dropped est or uct As 
Bos ° pp of the Musi or 
ic ihaseinadias a ye 2. Shows mn Rehearsal sharply in the last month, despite 1e Friends of Music, who Bave 
in Boston's Madison S any eer its high rating. Grosses slipped to Something unprecedented oc- a first performance at the Met 
by Morris Gest for pein ae around $30,000 which is said to be curred during the recital at all honors. His untiring eff ~= 
local unemployed ne Bigg “= ‘Other Fellow’ (Actor Man- under an 9ves operation break. Town Hall Friday night (30) training of his chor ~_— ™ 
oe eee ae y Death een tenta- agers) Elliott. Continuance much longer depends of Richard Tauber, regarded aaa us of over 199 nas sti 
explained ehh oe een 2s, ee ‘Sing High, Sing Low’ on whether the business will come as the world’s greatest tenor and women had its reward j haps | 
tie up the a rt ey Season would (Walker-Towne, Inc.) Harris. back. of his’ time. The German the blending of the voices ana weakes 
he pane: oe until then. ‘Steel’ (Geist) Times Sa. Road show trip is reported as a warbler had scored with ‘Dein tone. They sang ‘Misso s Color With t 
TE horse show ein we See ‘Miss Gulliver’s Travels’ Thanksgiving possibility. ist mein Ganzes Herz’ (‘Yours (Bruckner’s). The setota olemnus’ public, 
ie and named aa ote Rear: week (Ford) Union Church. Is My Heart Alone’) at Wed- Fleischer, soprano; facta — ogee 
cae It > ee ‘Hay Fever’ (McNutt) Bi- nesday’s recital and the audi- contralto; Frederick. Send Telva, not 
ba alternate leads for ‘The Miracle.’ jou. MUSICAL AGEN DULL ence called for it again. and Freidrich Scl - Jagel, tenor, fome ° 
Tie They are Miriam, daughter of Sid- ‘Lady Of th *¢ Taub all i enere, baritone, ses their P 
Pa ney W. Winslo y e Lamp’ (Mac- 9 auber addressed the music all in good form, but thi 4 
a | : . w, president of Boston Gowan & Reed) Forr lovers 1 fers ; ms Masa ef: cera 
aR Traveler’ and the Uni cng IN ON DRAMA Bi meager Mtge FR ae ee 
| ‘ e nited Shoe Ma- ‘Is Nothin Sacred’ ( a number wa ~ Mi Mate . only. : 
{ chinery Cor d J: , g vac (Ban s out of a Shubert iss Fleischer was : 
of Hugh oe ae daughter nister) 49th. show and that he had been pale blue lace and "Marten . oes 
BE if tom Mews arent pte abe lire uae" Host’ (Staten) Sharp falling off in musical warned not to use it further. in decollete black lace. a egy 
Te professional experience. ‘ “Times Ss ’ agents’ biz has sent the latter into an ecg ng 0 eager oe TOTES ARE Saat. peut ae Madr 
; In a four-page statement issued auila quare’ (MacCollum) the dramatic field. Result has been may a wae might orchestra held the usual suhasita. a 
: to the pre " . ; to glut the drama line more than . e audience pies : 
Bel: = ss, Gest’s wife, Riena ‘Of Thee [| Sing,’ chorus, usual with that plenty unde thereupon hissed for several — page 
elasco-Gest, said she is not to (Sam Harris) Musi . rycen nen minutes _* 
finance ‘Th ’ ini : usic Box, Heretofore several musical caster . So i 
ce e Miracle, explaining it had arrangements itl 1 ‘s ‘My Heart Alone’ is of the mething New places, 
been ord ne ‘hasty Russian _ percenters for yes eAbaayehags en score of Lehar’s operetta ‘Land b ie interesting premieres played : = 
ay’ when he stated public ‘ Blu ° , : 7 'S ‘ i $1 y Horte ' sage 
she would. Gest ism ps e Bird Touring the former’s biz in case of dramatic Pra grarn bo ten mg Shuberts recital i; uk Gee Se these F 
wttele tatitae 62 , s productions. In most cases that is ast season. It went yublished G : were the un. atres, | 
sus, ened & : a luncheon, when now said to be out to the store-house after two shed German dances by Schu- halls, 
Retailers’ Sineuaean ol s+ pod Schenectady, Nov. 2. Formerly freely speaking agents —— gael dcora ose Berg Sonata. Of three 1 
peg tn ge yo iss oie to} Although Maude Adams and Otis have now clammed when they land charming! age chubert dances were Just 
the peodect. ; r-writing | Skinner in ‘The Merchant of Venice’ |* "°¥ show to cast. Afraid their Minn ° her cabin a il In many ways ¢ play 
: Mrs. Gest further explained: “ were the first legit attraction to be compatriots will storm the produ- 4 Union Agrees splendid or rilliant, tone colors houses, 
9 did that as a beautif ned: “He|] booked into this city in four years, | °°" * door and all, the agents say, seems to be li technically there houses. 
a ro teenage : utiful gesture, to| another company will beat them pan from hunger. : Whe o be little criticism. 
14 ope Begs Bh gman but that she} here. The Russian revue, ‘The Blue After A i Nov, 3. Plier cso Fh agp ee are to be done 
tae his teeta gat ig eee gem Bird, said to be similar to the his po ag - Bainbridge has given | .endos at onlay Her cres- FREN 
akin’ Stes ena ~ rs. Gest re- Chauve Souris,’ will appear here 5 Shows Out asdiumnd > o weeks’ notice and always off Ag right moment and 
ae pliment by setting| tonight at the Hudson. This show see ge : © quit, closing the Shu- ae § gee IN 
sak tine agp aime gh oe been mar- — evidently booked here in a ; a Bae pee Teng —— hand's union rica egg is attractive and 
a teens tor . orrie has been urry following an engagement in Five attractions are on Broad-|cut in the t o his request for a cnt deel clothes well. A _ good 
An . y life, my inspiration. Montreal. way’s closing list. All are flivs of ei rht ® Mage ctew from 10 to - 
ere is a misunderstanding cur- The Merchant’ with its two| this season's presentatio ght men, and the dramatic stock ——-— 
rent which I want t , i DP ney will continu Fren 
statement ti nt wo correct, the | Widely known stars will be here at]. ‘The Constant Sinner’ (Mae West) Bainbrid : Tauber Appears versed 
et gpa oy seg an is Mion the Erie theatre Friday night (16).| independent show with the Shuberts | the $68 acaia. yet a reduction in A German lyric tenor, Richard the Pic 
rough my interested, leaves the Royal , St. Paul the union | Tauber, of fz : 
he? , oyale. It was}con , ame throughout Variet; 
ym eed tan aan te ha my P ‘ ; pont to be a money getter but YS ag ec at iy stage|sang a recital to his out See Decis 
sort. ° proved a small flash in th atic stock house| York audience i ’ 
David Belasco, who adored Morri Bundy Openin m Loo : : e pan,/ from 10 to e in Town Hall, An tenced 
’ e, playing just eight weeks. Ana seven men, but the union | ovation of minut 
- rete ay re Se Soe oS a P buy extended that for period aha here held out to the end. his appenrasee. a ar 
r is too Pee | pro pena oye Mary Young will head the cast of Sale: tne gee ees See Game Se- a6 5 oat, nat only Sete plus co 
chia Oh ae al? not allow| ‘gundy’ by Leonard Ive. Piece is fore now. Opening pace good usual style, but a wide range, beau- Cour 
Geet to Bel being produced by Laura Wilck and a. then some $11,000 weeks. 2 New Colored Shows a Caren One enaenent Se pele 
me ; elasco directed by Irving White, former | $5 nef away off with takings around Mr. Tauber’s voice could be called all of t 

: ‘ rs. Gest’s statement then sets| assistant story editor of Columbia 5 A a tricky one. In a few of his en- 

4 orth that Gest, on the contrary, did| Pictures. It will rehearse two adies of Creation,’ an independ- Two new all-colored show are re- cores he sang absolutely mezzo- P 
much for the late Mr. Belasco. She} weeks in New York and a week in pone show, closes at the Cort after| Dersine &@ uptown spots, with Soe, Se S Saas Se ee ay 
nen her husband with giving her| Chicago, opening there at the Cort wes for nine weeks. Started | Mone . wine ome opening Gate eet. we erg Raggy Hire, Mian th 
ather ‘Polly With a Past’ and| theatre, Thanksgiving week eakly, but picked up somewhat} One is ‘Old Shoes,’ musical, work- Much of Mr. Tauber’s success has en 
bringing Ina Claire to him. Her Besid / : with several $6,000 weeks. Down| '"8 out in a hall in Harlem, Other been made in the field of light o ekayed 
father. wave hs esides Miss Young, cast includes | under $4,000 last k is bein ; “Fr | chief pe both 

gave her an interest when| Eugene Powers, Martin Berk , , week, & produced by Luther Loom- efly the music of Franz Lehar , 
her husband refused to accept any-/| and Joan Blair . n Berkeley After Tomorrow,’ presented by is, white, with rehearsals in La- and the last part of his program = 
thing. Gest introduced Avery Hop- : John Golden at his theatre, was| fyette hall, Harlem. It’s headed by was devoted to four arias of this — 
wood to Belasco and induced him taken off Saturday after playing 10 Alex. Lovejoy. composer done deliciously with Vv 
to write ‘The Gold Diggers.’ Same 2 BILLING CLAUSE org Had an unfortunate start, phrasing, much finesse and senti- Phy ” 
applied with Winchell Smith whose SES ut showed some life afterwards. ment. He puts this popular com- 

‘The Boomerang was another) ey; Average pace around $6,000 weekly. ACTORS ESCAPE AWARD poser’s music in a class class. An oe 
Belasco success. Mrs. Gest also ae Gave Them to Claiborne Nikki’ was also taken off Satur- audience that filled the hall to cap- mee 
states that her husband paid her oster and Ernest Glendinning day after playing five weeks at the| But Arbitrators Tell Equit acity was made up of past and pres- a 
father $60,000 for the film rights to Longacre and Cohan. Very little sure Crawford and “Brod to Cen- jent opera and concert artists, with ace 
Mima,’ paid the losses of the Billing specifications made con- | ™Oney for a musical comedy. erick much showing of the social world lly 
Belasco theatre during the later| ‘factually by James Mito SN Ps Bag cng ome nay Rigen Fr} Pat arbitration last week Lester | Mr. 1 was in 
stages of the engagement and spent | oo oor ster and Ernest Glen-| close at the Booth last week, held| Crawford and Helen Broderi . | Be a ee ee Govete Sa ae i 
$40,000 in newspaper advertising, | "ning have resulted in difficulties | °Ver but is slated to leave this week.| caped a monetary plast Seas ale te eemeees Set Cee a 
Continuing she states her husband over that subject. Result was to Never quite made the grade. contract breach ag er over a nen vested 
sold the picture rights to ‘The send Glendinning over to Equity The case concei ned re ethically. Two Pi 
Darling of the Gods’ to Joseph M with attempts following to try and eek a Tha Gants Pp r walking . o Pianos 
Schenck tor her father, the price be- straighten it out. Schenectad Stock ° tek ue C Here,’ pro- acques Fray and Mario Brag- ?P 
ing $150,000, and aad oe gh Latest plan was to star Mies Fos- y Quits pn A Pep and Gensler last | #iotti, Frenchmen, played a two- 0 
cimiee sadaiiea tur eealtnk the ter in Elliott’s production ‘Widow Schenectady Nov. 2. ages of $10 ae ole sought dam- | Piano recital at Town Hall. Three 
Wanderer,’ in addition to $50,000 for in Green,’ due at the Cort, New| Hudson Theatre stock quit last|but the te A 7 rappers of Schumann they performet 
her share of the screen rights York. It is understood the pro-| Week after eight weeks. Equity should oe Oh Ee eae ?P 
‘As } b ducer eles. aaresd + Tommy Con should reprimand the play- Their second group of Debussy a 
s long as I have known Morrie . & o co-feature way and Nick Kerry | ers. CAfte , at Wyr 
he has refused help from any one Glendinning with Miss Foster, with | ¥°r® original producers, and tried Crawford and Broderick deli rnoon of a Faun’), was done by the 
dhaahdh bs Sie 208 Gas . this said to be impossible by con- dn aun wii demseninn aneue hanes, citer the Wales ob — walked | delicately. _ Their playing was very dous e; 
wealth in Boston he never took help tract due to varying promises made After several weeks they left. Fred | managers sone mn mplained to the | refreshing in a set of variations on melodre 
from any of them. Instead he sold by Elliott in contracting the two Munday, New York, and Walter | her was not pond —e~ alloted | the theme of “Yankee Doodle’ Pla 
newspapers as a lad.’ Mrs. Gest players under certain arrangements Ruth, local outdoor advertising man, | ter might have Andi * bi bene at They are the original us = lame, 
Fata her husband is supporting aoe we pcmpenn Settlement is ex- ei oe to operate. That workers | but Green and cheaiber dataped - t ene. Oe ene ae actor a 
is parents, brothers and pecte Ss week. ere are trying to struggle along on | ing th —— : 
x eir c Bu 
pr vB sisters Under Equity rulings billing rid- these and taut Ghee’ week & = a . ogden grt until weeks Dorothy Gordon will have 4 Folk oa 4 
cen ehtaans 16 Geults ecmmensta apelied early closing for the com. | damages were not or bar reason | Song Children’s Hour on the air be- asa . 
must be okayed by the association | P4"Y- In another nahn, taiion ginning Dec. 13, as well as monthif The 
St k N G. before becoming valid with the re- won over Sidney Bedell pe gee Ram tag Sasnbonggnirtioy man "t 
Co-ops OCKS NN. sponsibility of getting the approval] , 2 sented ‘Divorce Me D be gel ot Maude Runyon, mezzo, will siM8 | writs 
resting upon the manager. With- Cra ilt’s’ ear,’ which | leads with the Philadelphia Oper ae 
Th out this done the riders are void , ig See eS eee ee ee 
void. ‘ , 
oun yess heme stock, which Chicago, Nov. 2. pe 0 ae manager claimed that The popular Richard Crooks gave Ru ‘ 
cooperative in Sche- Registering a click at th uld not follow direction and | an interesting tenor program # a 
nectady, has returned to New Y h ‘ e Apollo | was otherwise insubordinat . — 
Majority of co-op stocks ous tas Frank W. Healy, Musical gl pe I go ' getting set| award of the balance roy hee po mre ee 
operated hav ° ° ‘ our from here to|two we é 
say e been forced to dis- Stager, Dies in Frisco the coast, including the south, Ex- | favor of Mise Foster ee ee T 
Sin Pramsincs, Mae. ¢ + agg route wasn’t figured on by ; From Road to Subway aon 
a , Nov. 2. ne company before it land yew aT , é 
Edear Sel ‘ Frank W. Healy, 50, San Fran- | town. nded in Fritzi Scheff i ? With ‘Fine and Dandy’ booked fF | produce 
g eilwyn s Return —_ — and light opera pro- Meanwhile the Couthoui ticket 1 In Lead In subway time, Erlanger’s is — 4 a g 
: Edgar Selwyn’s return to B er, died from heart disease agency buy on th ‘Toni P icag ing the i ane = 
ne P road- | hi , sez at y on the show has gone oni ht process with two m u 
. e way appears to be just a visit. He “a home there Oct. 27. He hada|°f- Couthoui deal was for the first Tritei S g ‘ for Chi O | their touring shows. Latter are Despj 
proposes to sli een ill the past two month four weeks wi Fritzi Scheff will play tk ae © 

A o slip back to the coast to] Healy was planni * ur weeks with 10% return. a Chica play the lead in|‘Admirable Crichton’ and ‘Priva | on pb; 

# resume picture direction immedi- as planning production Quilt’ was the first smash Chicago “nate production of ‘Tonight | Lives.’ ed 08 “> 

; ately after presenting ‘Silver Fizz’ of several light operas. The first, | 4S seen in a year. First four as or Never. She will take the role oan coe saw NAGS ede 

i} ‘} ow: : . . S | pl ' oyoway 4 . 
hah f “ae c's Sennen was to have opened in | hovered between $28,000-$30,000. ote ee eee eee ee Ghews are as on 0 suburbas thew 
sae, riginally he contemplated the : " ti r ra — 
oe production of two plays, but is w gaan ee Kettering is behind the ime around New Years. —_ 
et | rather skeptical over the fe 4 ; sal ie ph ete on 
4 aoe : ‘cit sea- 0 arners Po Id , 
by s u ‘ ’ vp ea nto t} 
i ‘y pe aa second show may be as- t of Coast ‘Crazy San Francisco, Nov. 2 ‘MERCHANT'S’ ONE NIGHTEB | the ii.) 
i} i sumed by his brother Arch. Los Angeles, Nov. 2. On his ae ee Amberg In, Hirch Out Buffalo, Nov: ® the sha 
Bale eee psec gy Naser then oe Ras Franklin Maca hed a ee Chicago, Nov. 2 The Maude Adams-Otis Skinne fore th, 
ben Ba if ‘ - oO ‘Girl Crazy.’ . ca rs opped h ~ ih . , + . . x € ™ ‘ ' 
et aie ' Steel’ at Times Sq. Nov. 16 cries razy,’ legit show at the/|dicker for a lease on the ple cnemanh . the Woods brings} Production of ‘Merchant of venice, 
% » Bee 7 ’ . . WDAL Ss f ; ‘ , 
; i? j. Pg a eee DB slecsainy play,{ June Knight of Holland and —— into the ac manager, back] opening in Cleveland tomorro® 
i 4 ‘ e Nov 16 > Sie “Times Rigeaee Seates | Malet, Canes team, repinced Miss an aeanie t oe operates the May- | whence he moved to the gl sr (Tuesday) plays three days at PF ari, 
re | ee wei en Rowland, that bei coe eatre in Los Angeles, wants to ‘® ilm house.| Erlanger here starting Nov 9 Son 7. 
4. aah & ‘ . , yeing her fi speak- . am . Amber one é nh, L 
a, Richard Geist, Inc., is producing. each, atniine sith rst speak- j alternate top-priced musicals be- | Hirch ey eg displaces: Max Troupe then does one nigh! Meinar, 
if tween both the houses piiamene tan of seniority in the) stands at Jamestown, syracuse | Grig 
ger ticket department > j th, 
ti . Rochester and Schenectady. ‘ilyan 
i At, Kahn. 
+ | ee 
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8 . LOND 
ST. Martin’s Place ie OFFICE 
tt ’ rafalgar Ss 
May Too M o— FOREIGN 
many tres | RIOT OVER ‘Ts OW NEWS 
of All Kinds in Madrid | °°" AR LENINE? CABLE ADDRESS: 
ia unists Leap U Temple - VARIETY. LON 
) - As ason Starts Ba Atelier, tat Stage at Bar 5041-5042 DON = 
Save Vy iiees ris . 53 -—e 
et., ™ Lo d oo 
eth M Riot was Paris, Nov naon 
ts a Madrid, O last ni started ov. 2. 
nd The theatre , Oct, 26. night (1 d at the 
a and cinema of an arti ) as the di Atelier Ol 
100 nas started on th season | j 1 article direct re é 
je e low side ite’ § appearing in “ result UNC ’ + 
ard in paps this may prov - Per-|th Sunday morni ng in ‘Hum: TOM MO pain 
q weakest season f e to be the| gai play. ‘Hu horning depreci nto SCOW FAD 
Color . or the last 20 y daily, wi umanite’ is ciating Russi pea 
; with the proclan : 20 years , With qui s a communi sia Also Li Bi L 
mnus’ : amation of tl ars. | here, : lite a str 1unist ikes ‘Fr ig weigt ondon, Oct. 26 
s public, people are he Re- , and evide rong foll ie ‘He Lo ‘C . ont Page’ 2 d entire E ‘ nt off the ct. 26 
Edith Ptraordinaril ae € either i ideeealilabes ously to por idently object owing fenry the SE wer Nov. 2 hicago’ . | re eS eee minds of the 
Telva othe bad ante? or they ti which is aeiaar on of the peter seri. | C°SS, Saturday (31) folded at Prin een is tM cc ig ea cans is the 
q y or 3 ave : tled ‘Tsar d lier play | formance a ™ : * "ning ub pee 
tenor, | Some of the hentnen baggie nee o do with the ea Lente’ and ben | act ae a ae th oe ee sponhew, Ost, 5 — o S te.the Wen ou oe 
> Ww 3 2s have . . tussio : early oe 1aS Now 15 dark i pr _ : a newsps MP2: > wi ' stage 
SS é at prices, and you may nde pe scene evolution ‘y part of the West BoB gerives theatres in Lond ogg ed in alas pone, years in fe ak co-star with M : 
. or two pesetas : a stall ediately afte ae S with sever: ondon’s | - he new r ast year ar the next Whi Marion I 
as, or for ¢ ance s y after hortly N eral more lik re repertory f are | by Walte 1itehall sh —— 
only. Latter is at a: one peseta started tw the perfor aetna hire ear a recor » Maels 1 e Tt y for the cur-| FT alter Hackett show, writte 
ant j ) ' the Zarzuela wi aithe stag vo communis orm: | 2ere at this ti cord for legit: | kins’ ‘Chi 1ey are Maur ~~ I roduction as soc _ 
n a good stage ¢ zuela with | j age shout 1unists rus] | Duri s time. egits | s’ ‘Chicago,’ r Maurine W eral el nas soon 
Tely _ comedy. - ing misr uting Lenine v shed uring the low tisement’ go,’ retitled here * ae: election as possi after the ge 
va houses quote prices varving Cinema | quie 1isrepresented. a ; was be- mer but 2 low ebb in mid-s mar nt’ and produced n ni Adver- possible. gen- 
to 30 centimos ying from 75 | t down and Refused dias 24 theatres d-sum- | ow Art Theatr d by the Mos —_— 
of the Madrid for y wr not heard of ins 10 minutes. | id held the sh oalghocs weane s here were | renamed Ps ennapcr and ‘Front P: aad i serving of coff 
bscrib In ¥ jos njand couple Curtin “wan deanees | os tangoff Sensation’ by tl he aly Coen no eB mgs Her De nd 
h n Madrid no less than 22 bounced ple taken ba ie dropped & eh Tai ries re Vakh-| acer gaye b aiieeniaa RS theatr mye 
ouses, 26 fil an 22 play- ead. Perfor: ackstage < airov’s Ki: | ager says he. isance, ; atres is 
and ani ae houses, 3 music wer4 rupted CRP omen was ~ and APEST C | course, ce =r eeaitien ; | his Pvc to he will not ee one man- 
: cus, making 52 rs sithe eveni ral more times s inter- | S SC ‘Desire ans heavily as alw » Of} has ex ent refreshme rmit it after 
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Mourning Becomes 
Electra 


A triology by Eugene O'Neill, con- 
sisting of three parts, i.e., ‘Homecoming,’ 
‘The Hunted’ and ‘The Haunted.’ Staged 
by Philip Moeller, and presented by the 
Theatre Guild. Settings and costumes de- 
signed by Robert Edmond Jones. Action 
in 14 scenes; 17 yreople in cast. Per- 
formance starts at 5.15 in the afternoon 
and ends just after 11, with an hour in- 
termission at 7 p.m. and several brief 
entr’actes. At the Guild theatre, Oct. 26; 
$6 top for entire performance. 

Beth Beckwith. crccecccacsces Arthur Hughes 
AMOG AMER. ccccccrviovccecececs Jack Byrne 
LAMAIBE 2 co neccccecencesaceses Bernice Biliott 
DRUM. 3 445 0. ben benceduanaes Emily Lorraine 
COP UDCING Ss 6 co eicdeccdosoecd Allan Nazimova 
Lavinia Mamnom..ccccccctcecced Alice Brady 
CE. FOCOr WMileBcccecocscvecs Philip Foster 
MOOR POLO nd Keds covescesvied Mary Abenz 
Cts, DTOROR sow ckcceviess Thomas Chalmers 
Brig.-Gen. Ezra Mannon........ Lee Baker 
Gee, BERMNN . « éxees 6s céHCSe Earle Larimore 


Minor characters played by Erskin San- 
ford, Grant Gordon, Oliver Putnam, Janet 


Young, James Bosnell and Augusta Dur- 
geon. 
There will be two kinds of 


patrons to this Guild adventure, the 
theatre-going generality who will go 
once because. the initial ballyhoo of 


‘Mourning Becomes Electra’ makes | , 
}a classic 


it something ‘one really must see,’ | 
and that not inconsiderable com- | 
pany of O'Neill admirers who will 
go in high anticipation to find their 
best expectations realized by an 
epic drama and return again to sur- 
render to its peculiar fascinations, 
a repetition, in short, of the ex- 
perience of ‘Strange Interlude.’ This 
new play is bound to make a pro- 
found impression, an impression 
that will carry it far, perhaps ex- 
ceeding the staying powers of 
O’Neill’s other long play. 

‘Electra’ has several elements 
against it and nobody but this au- 
dacious dramatist and this special 
producer would have given its cre- 
ation a second thought. And prob- 
ably no other partnership could 
conceivably have staged it with any 
prospect of success, 


One thing calculated to hurt wide 
public response is the circumstance 
that the play is a grim tragedy and 
that it is candidly a psychological 
study, two references from which 
the mob recoils in something like 
panic. The classical Greek reference 
also may do it no good, classic 
legends of mythology being another 
of the things the proletariat seems 
able to deny itself. 

Against that angle of the play 
there is to be balanced the fact that 
O'Neill has written a lusty, vigorous 
drama, with more human, emotional 
punch than any gang melo that ever 
was written, a play that gives you 
much the same sensations as the 
Wedding Guest got from the recital 
of the Ancient Mariner, except that 
the shooting of the albatross was a 
bedtime story compared to ‘Elec- 
tra.’ O'Neill is like that. He makes 
you uncomfortable, but he doesn’t 
let your attention wander. This 
play lasts five hours and never for 
an instant can you break away from 
its grip. Remember his ‘Diff’rent,’ 
as distressing an hour as the thea- 
tre ever saw? There are five hours 
of ‘Electra’ and there is a lot of 
‘Diff'rent’ in the new play. There's 
something of ‘Interlude,’ too. It’s 
grim, and horrifying—and intense- 
ly absorbing. 

What the playwright has done is 


emotions, and in this terrific pres- 
entation not a word or a gesture 
wasted. 

Beyond the obvious narrative, 
however, there is a world of the 
ugly motives and shuddering hor- 
rors that dwell in this household 
that outwardly to the world is an 
exemplary family. The daughter 
harbors an unreasonable love for 
her father that translates itself 
into a vicious jealousy of the 
mother and it is this ghastly situa- 
tion that leads her to the whole- 
sale destruction instead of the 
Spartan pursuit of justice. With 
the death of the father her gro- 
tesque passion reverts upon her 
brother and with the destruction it 
brings upon him she returns back 
into the desecrated home, there to 
await her distant doom in solitude. 

To the telling of the tale O’Neill 
brings an enormous resource of 
dramatic device, and in the staging 
the Guild has -provided settings 
| that are intrinsic drama in them- 
| solves. But three settings are used 
—the front elevation of a New 
| England home, a pillared porch 
| suggesting in its white simplicity 
Greek temple, this por- 

stuck upon a modest 

mansion ‘like a_ grotesque 
mask placed on a tomb’, as the 
mother says. The other two sets 
are a typical old-fashioned village 
home sitting room and the father’s 
study, simple, sturdy rooms and 
every detail eloquent of the people 
who call it home, ‘the God-fearing 
Mannons’ to themselves and to 
their neighbors—really a nest of 
human monstrosities. 
It is in the names of the charac- 
ters that the reference comes to the 
legend of antiquity, this being a de- 
liberate device, according to the 
notes of O’Neill, which will be pub- 
lished with a limited edition of the 
play by Horace Liveright. Ezra 
Mannon, the father, is easily iden- 
tifiable as that Agammenon of an- 
tiquity; Orin, the brother, is, of 
course, Orestes; Clymnestra is 
Christine, the guilty wife, and, less 
obviously, Aletes becomes Adam 
Brant, while Electra’s sweetheart, 
Plyades of the legend, is Peter 
Niles. In like manner the sequence 
of events follows the legendary 
original in some one of its many 
versions. 


One scene perhaps will suffice to 
suggest something of tine quality of 
the drama. The father has returned 
home and been murdered by his 
guilty and hating wife; the daugh- 
ter knows of her infidelity and sus- 
pects her hand in the murder. 
Daughter and mother now struggle 
for control of the son and brother, 
just back from the war and know- 
ing nothing of the situation, and 
the mother has him alone with her 
in the sitting room, where she ap- 
peals to his old love for her. 

She recalls their companionship 
when he was a child and they 
planned for the future; tells him 
of her sister’s mad plottings and 
begs for his support in her grief. 
The scene must take 10 minutes 
and is the most tense of the eve- 
ning. It comes along about 9 o’clock 
and at this performance what must 
have been the worst bronchial gath- 
ering of the season not only forgot 





tico being 


stone 





to take the bare bones of the an- 
cient legend and breathe into its 
characters living human motives, 
make the mummies of anitiauity live 
in almost modern surroundings, giv- 
ing to them the locale and the 
speech, the morals and the manners 
of New England in the post-Rebel- 
lion period of 1865. He, as it were, 
translates into modern terms the 
legend of antiquity. On the surface 
it's the tragic working of a New 
England Puritan conscience in the 
father of one of the First Families 
of New England in conflict with 
the desires and impulses of the all 
too earthy woman who is his wife. 

How this family situation reacts 
upon the son and daughter of this 
spiritually warring pair, makes the 
materials for the play’s” stark 
tragedy. As unvarnished narrative, 
the story is terrific in its import; 
a saga of unholy hates, unholy 
loves, hair-raising distortions of 
family relationships, punctuated by 
murders, suicides and a crowded 
chamber of horrors of human 


agonies, all taking place below the 
seeming placid surface of a quiet 


American home. 
Ostensibly an upright and right- 


eous daughter discovers her moth- 
is 
away with the Union army in the 
Civil war and takes measures to 


er’s. infidelity while her father 


bring the erring mother to justice 
manifestly the duty of a 
daughter. 
fateful crime that 
father's death, 


lover, 


destruction of the daughter herself 


Once again fate rules over these 
Fate this time is 
the New England conscience. Once 
before with O’Neill it was ’ol’ davil 


dark destinies. 


Zee.’ 


This much narrative is present 
unadorned by precept or pointed 
smashing 
drama, five hours of it without a 
moment that does not tug at the 


moral, and it makes 


loyal 
Thus starts a chain of 
leads to the 
the suicide of the 
mother, the murder of the mother’s 
the self-destruction of the 
brother and ultimately the spiritual 


to cough for that space of time, but 
seemed to have forgotten to breathe 
so tremendously was the sequence 
charged with tension. 

The scene immediately following 
is extremely trying, but likewise 
high pcwered with suspense. For 
this entire scene the dead figure of 
Ezra occupies the center of the 
stage under a strong light that 
sharpens the face into a too realis- 
tie semblance of death, while 
mother, daughter and son carry on 
their bitter warfare around the 
bier. The final scene is a fitting 
climax to such a story, although it 
is topped off with a rather obvious 
touch of vivid symbolism. Front 
of the staring white house has five 
equally staring green-shuttered 
windows, one for each of the classic 
quintet of characters, four of whom 
are now dead, and four windows 
are shuttered, one being open. With 
Electra fading through the door, the 
daughter orders the man-of-all- 
work to draw the shutter of the 
last window and nail it, and closing 
of the blind is the final curtain. 

Whatever the fate of tne new 
Guild play, it at any rate raises 
Alice Brady over night into the 
front rank of American actresses. 
Her playing of this terrific role is 
nothing short of magnificent for its 
sustained power. In the long five 
hours of high tension she never for 
an instant lost her grip on this au- 
dience and not once lost the com- 
manding feeling that she was well 
within her reserve of force. The 
evening was all hers, save for the 
earlier half, when she shared the 
center of the stage with Nazimova, 
.|the mother, another figure that 
spoke tragedy with an unfaltering 
dignity and splendor not within the 
range of many women of the mod- 
ern stage. 

By some sort of magic these two 
women revealed a_ remarkable 
knack of investing the hoopskirts 
of 1865 with enormous charm and 
dignity so that you feel they could 
not have achieved just the mood in 





any other garb... Commonly such 
costumes carry with them a rather 
outre effect, but here thev give the 
feeling of mellowed etching. 

O'Neill, by the way, explained his 
reasons for setting the play in post- 
Civil War days, in the working 
notes before referred to. He sought, 
he says, to find an American war 
period fitting to a modern psycho- 
logical drama. Revolution was too 
clogged in peoples’ minds with ro- 
mantie school history associations. 
The World War was too near and 
recognizable in its ‘obstructing (for 
my purposes) minor aspects.” Hence 
the Civil War. 

Finally the title is explained as 
suggesting a@ woman so beset by 
dark destiny that mourning could 
be her only appropriate garb. 

Rush. 


EAST WIND 


Musical comedy in two acts presented 
by Laurence Schwab and Frank Mandel 
at the Manhattan, Oct. 27: score by Sig- 
mund Romberg: book by Oscar Hammer- 
stein, 2d, and Frank Mandel: dances 
staged by Bobby Connolly; book by Ham- 
merstein. 


Monsieur Graniler......sees+-- Greek Evans 
TACGUCD crcccoccoece TrTTTiTe Vance Elliott 
Gabrielle ...cceccee TYUITT TTT Betty Junod 
FUUS. cocvcesdedesesiesevess Frances Markey 
Claudette Fortier.......Charlotte Lansing 
Rene Beauvais..... eocese William Willlams 
CUBIS ccccscccsovocccesecetes Rose Mullen 
MEMS . oven decesesees eoddecees Sherry Peham 
Lorraine Fortier. .ceccecseses Dennie Moore 
MEGSIO MOCtG). «oc ccctccccaseces Vera Marsh 
Capt. Paul Beauvais..... J. Harold Murray 
Cant. Defan.csccceccecse Thomas Chadwick 
TAX Driver. .ccccvcesengoccsess I. Anchong 
A Doetviet.i< PTeTTTTTT TTT re Gus Howard 
Pierre Fortier...cccsseeseeeesdules Epailly 
Victor Ciieuot.ecccccccccecccss Joe Penner 
TOOk Tes. <t00800eceecee be ebbncedd xen Ahi 
King of Luang—Prabang...Ivan Izmailov 
BEI SCOT OTOCOL. cc oveccecsiedened Y. Y. Hsu 
King of Cambodia --Frank Dobert 
File Jnterpeetetsceccecceencosesces S. Wong 





FEO -DiNl. ccccsss 
Capt. Gervais... 


4 Donsu 
.-Gladstone Waldrip 





Papa Gouli.... eeeeRaymond Bramley 
FUR occccns eccccccees HODby . Dolan 
Se RPT erie ee eeccee Marjorie Dille 
The Stage Manager.......+:. oO. J. Vanasse 
TO COMINSTO. ccccccccccsocces Emile Pearl 
The McNulty Sisters...... § Lorraine Pearl 

? Leatrice Pearl 
Bing im Beibiabincccccccescced Alex Yakovieff 
PUNCO. TF Meee cccccccessd Aron Tomaroff 
Dr. Duvah..ccsscsceccess'es George Chapell 


If the second act of ‘East Wind’ 
was as good as the first, the latest 
Schwab & Mandel effort would 
have a much better chance. As it 
is the musical, set in the faraway 
Indo-China and Paris, may not 
survive the struggle. 

There is lure in the title and the 
score has much excellent melody 
from the gifted Romberg. The mu- 
sic of ‘Egst Wind’ more than 
counterbalances what book weak- 
nesses there are. First half of the | 
second act rather sags, perhaps 
from too much story, but quickens 
to good going for the finale. The 
authors have supplied the chance 
for much color in the tropical Sai- 
gon, where French soldiers indicate 
the protectorate, and the produc- 
tion is vivid, rich. That goes, too, 
for the Parisian scenes, a class cafe 
and music hall, also a rough wine 
shop at Marseilles. 

Bobby Connolly, who did so much 
for Schwab & Mandel’s” speed 
shows, ‘Good News’ and ‘Follow 
Thru,’ again figures in the excellent 
handling of the ensembles. A high- 
light is ‘Congai,’ a sensuous, hip- 
tossing number, led by Ahi, an al- 
mond-eyed girl born in China. 
There is something elaborate in an 
Indo-Chinese ballet with the same 
dark maid backed by the bizarre 
costumes of that land. <A _ town 
fair scene at the opening is a wel- 


musical comedy opening. 


way from Hollywood, brings his 
corking baritone, first heard in the 
song ‘East Wind,’ backed by a lusty 
male chorus. A bit later he had 
‘You Are My Woman,’ which the 
producers appear to rate with 
‘Lover Come Back to Me’ of their 
‘New Moon’ fame. But the num- 
ber impressing as the top melody is 
‘Td Be a Fool’ (‘To Fall in Love 
Again’). It was sung by Charlotte 
Lansing, a prima donna new to 
Broadway, and was spotted in the 
second act. Miss Lansing, who was 
on the road in several operettas, 
sent the show off well with the 
tuneful ‘Wonderful World,’ also 
figuring in the warbling of ‘Are You 
Love,’ and ‘I Saw Your Eyes.’ 

From the school in Paris where 
she has been since six, Claudette 
Fortier goes to faraway Saigon to 
join her rather worthless father. 
On the boat she meets Rene Beau- 
vais and becomes engaged. Clau- 
dette causes Capt. Paul Beauvais, 
Rene’s brother, to change his view 
upon women, then learns she is to 
wed Rene. 

Rene succumbs to the wiles of 
Tsoi Tsing (Ahi) the half breed 
dancing girl even before the wed- 
ding. Paul knows of that, but the 
marriage takes place. Soon after- 
ward, Rene hies to the river front 
with its flower girl boats and 
opium, there continuing the affair 
with Tsoi. Claudette discovers him 
there and returns to Paris, becom- 
ing an entertainer in a cafe. The 
abandoned Rene turns up and de- 
mands money to save himself from 
jail. Claudette borrows it from 
Paul, back on furlough. When the 
latter changes his mind about tak- 
ing her along with him, the girl 
finally drifts into the wine shop as 
a torch singer and there in the end 
she and Paul clinch. Rene is killed 
with his own gun back stage in a 
a hall and Tsoi commits hari 
cari, 

There isn't much chance for com- 





come change from the customary | 
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BRIEF MOMENT 


Detroit, Oct. 30. 
Comedy in three acts and four scenes 
presented by Guthrie McClintic, written by 


staged by Joe Mielziner. 


cine Larrimore, Cass Theatre, Detroit. 


Directed by Guthrie McClintic, 
this play is acted by capable mimes 
to the extent that it appears to be 
a certain hit. ‘Fhe story peters out 
to the point where it almost over- 
comes the efforts of the very capa- 
ble cast. But it is still an eve- 
ning’s entertainment. 

It will play to a goodly crowd. 
The producer has insured that by 
two sagacious casting items. First, 
Francine Larrimore in a role that 
she does well by herself in. The 
second casting the erstwhile critic, 
Alexander Woolleott, in a _ part 
that will cause wonder whether 
Behrman wrote it or Woollcott him- 
self. They will come to jeer and 
stay to cheer Woollcott. Woollcott 
does well. It has been said that the 
part -is simply Woollcott, but, 
whether or no, the part is very well 
done and is no little portion of the 
entertainment. Do coming events 
cast their shadows before them? 
Several years ago in one of the 
‘Grand Street Follies’ there was a 
skit in which Woollcott was con- 
fessing his dramatic aspirations to 
Mrs. Fiske, and proceeded to demon- 
strate his ability. Can it be that 
the idea was presented to Woollcott 
then? 

The plot is rather simple. But it 
gets involved towards the last. The 
rich young man marries the cabaret 
singer who admits that she is nota 
virgin. Adapting herself to the life 
of a rich young matron, she adopts 
the practice of lion-hunting for 
amusement. She eventually meets 
the man she had loved before mar- 
riage, and her husband, believing 
she still loves him, sends her to 
him and arranges for a divorcee. 
The wife, after three weeks of wait- 


S. N. Behrman, directed by McClintic and 
Featuring Fran- 


° 
ing for the husband to 
mind, finally comes bac 
him the other fellow q 
anyway. Clinch. 

The structure is like s 
the so-called modern sophiene of 
plays used primarily f ~ 


change } 
K and tellg 
idn t Count 


. . wa Or peop) 
Roderick Dean........... Guthrie McClintic dle tg 
Harold Sigrift........ Alexander Woollcott peg smart remarks. As done herg 
i 6. s is en ec ede e at Frances Rich ne ines are very good Sometim 
EE Es conc 0st 0066s ban Paul Harvey}the dialog is a little too fin es 
Abby Pane... ..cccccccs Francine Larrimore|! still will please. The bi Ik €, but 
Sergei Voloschyn...;:...... Boris Marshalov | good lines fall t oe of the 
COGS Worthing. ..0.0ssess0. Louis Calhern ~ Pee. © Woollcott. And 
NEI Sch scccccccceceodcocosss Edwin Morse| h@ delivers them with some ski 
, | Pe Sees Cidecsecent Helen Walpole/ and considerable pleasure. I 


At the opening McClintic 
the husband. Announced that h 
is merely filling in until the m : 
for the part arrives. As is, he sleoe 
the part with too much morosene-e 
His direction is very capable, Witt 
a fine eye to the little items he = 
cels. In addition to Larrimore a 
looked very attractive, the cast h : 
Louis Calhern, who plays the first 
lover threat. Although he perform 
well, the part is comparatively 
} minor. Lee. 


playeq 


DESTINED 


Drama in three acts 
Elliot presented by the Paraven Row 
under the direction of Rosabla De uncuen 
Joy at the Paravent Playhouse, Weap,. 
day, Oct. 28. + Wednese 


Robert Carter......... ee Kenneth Bruce 


Mrs. Robert Carter...... Emma Cu i 
GUGG CAMO. scscccccssccioss Mildred Lise 
SONNE SHIA, 6x tins a v0-0.% 0460 Helen MacCann 
Hon. Peter Drummond....Lester Dohone 
Burr Foster........ Frederick W, Hoppias 
PaOUS PUG ss 0 00646405 21 John T. Balme 
Oe ROS eee Guido Bertolacini 
Mrs. Hubert Beaumont........ Ardis Alling 
Rg tT eee Dorothy Reade 
—. Beer eecebede T. Stewart Macdonald 
Other tea-time guests: Betty y 

W. Selven Steiger. oo 

Cast for Act Il 

Pen Wes WI hs ba oe 04046 600 IKXenneth Bruce 
QOmeem Mather. .ccccccccses Emma Cummings 
Pree. On” Ws 84006080800 Mildred Lister 
COMIGMY vada Woh 646 8404 04006008 Helen MacCann 
Li Pleu, Princ@...... oo... Lester Dohoney 
+e Sere Frederick W. Hopping 
POR: BM ak tba os Ree seuns John T. Balmer 
Captain of the Guard....Guido Bertolaccini 
Maids fin waiting: Dorothy Read, Betty 

Whitman. 


‘Destined’ is the first of a serieg 
of unpublished plays this ambitious 
little group of amateur players is 
planning to produce this season, 
Staged under all the ever-present 


(Continued on page 55) 








j}edy, but Joe Penner has to do it 


all. He is a planter down at Sai- 
gon and is immediately picked as 
her own. by Marie (Vera Marsh). 
They team well together. Best bit 
is the sale of a phoney white ele- 
phant to a native king, for a bag 
of rubies. There is a prop elephant 
which gets some giggles. 

When the deception is discovered, 
Vie (Penner) sails for Paris, but is 
pursued by natives who turn up as 
bus boys in a restaurant. The show 
could stand more laughter. They 
liked Penner’s wobbly hat bit. He 
scored with a comic lyric ‘Minnie,’ 
his elcphant’s name. Earlier with 
Miss Marsh there was ‘These 
Tropics,’ liked too. 

‘East Wind’ got a rather bad 
break with the notices, a handicap 
it will have to live down. The ton 





J. Harold Murray back to Broad- | 


price of $4.40 is in its favor. Ibee. 


THE ROOF 






Comedy in three acts’ presented by 
Charles Hopkins at his theatre Oct. 30; 
written by Jchn Galsworthy; staged by 
the producer, assisted by Chauncy Kelin. 
he BE. c0cs0nedsicsoenava’ Selena Royle 
CSORERV cc cccvcedeveceess Kdouard La Roche 
DAME 6c ccc vissscsesedese Austin Fairman 
MEU £505.640%005sSeenss eA eee Vernon Kelso 
Bem, WMegsie WAMRGBs ..cccccccisccce 

errrryvevr vere Blade Stanhope Conway 
WP. hike 6w00000.b50has ees Hajop Poyajian 
Major Moulteney ......... William Sauter 
WON Vid604).05b000860006000804 Henry Mull 
SIU 46,0 60605003006 0000085 Helen Rowland 
BU écctcepeceeseseetees Frances Tannehill 
Evelyn Lennox «.-...-Charlotte Walker 
Mrs. Beeton ..... --Charlotte Granville 
Mes DL . be ccdevecceeens Ernest Cossart 
ML Wh eden seacesese Ccccccses Anne Forrest 
ge eer Vernon Steele 
WO POMDIIED 66.6608 460000405065 60554 


skeeee Ralph Cataly, Jacques Ch. Dancy 


‘The Roof’ is akin to ‘Grand Ho- 
tel’ in a rather miniature way, but 
that may be why its presentation 
here was delayed from last season. 
It was originally done in London 
two seasons ago. The play’s dra- 
matic power is not such as would 
indicate a draw much longer than 
the regular patronage of Charles 
Hopkins’ little theatre. Unless it 
could be successfully moved to a 
larger house, doubtful of a_ profit. 

Casting has been carefully han- 
dled, showing no dearth of dramatic 
players. Nine out of the 17 players 
are featured ind most of the latter 
was well enough known on Broad- 
way. Also there are two unusually 
bright child actresses. 

This is an age of platforms on 
rollers better known as revolving 
stages. There are enough scenes 
for such a device, but the Hopkins 
stage is not large enough. One set- 
ting is used for four different bed- 
rooms vhich works out all right 
since they are in the same hotel. 
Changes of furnishings only mark 
a difference. However, the produc- 


er’s idea appears to have been to | 


emphasize actors rather than sce- 
nery. 





The action takes place in an old- 





{ 

!fashioned residential hotel in Paris 
patronized by English visitors. The 
restaurant and lounge are the first 
act scenes, the second act showing 
what occurs in the rooms of various 
guests when a fire breaks out. The 
action of the first two acts is si- 
;/multaneous, 


A boozy guest, annoyed at the 
wise but’ kindly waiter, Gustav, 
plays a vrank that results in the 
blaze. He and a titled young Briton 
and his mentor attempt to douse the 
fire, but with the stairway cut off, 
all must eventually go to the roof. 
In one room are Diana and Bryn, the 
nice kids, whose mother is nearby 
and whose father is ill with heart 
disease. Another room finds a ma- 
ture English couple abed and the 
third is occupied by couple alluded 
to by the kids as ‘honeyspooners. 
They have just come over the Chan- 
nel to try love and then marriage~ 
when she gets a divorce. Lastly the 
room of the invalid, who, when he 
must meet the crisis, expires. 


The roof scene, which makes the 
third act, is built up to a smoky 
finale and a rather good simulation 
of a building being consumed. All 
but the man who caused the biaze 
are rescued, being shoved down 
chutes by ‘pompiers,’ or firemen. 
The point John Galsworthy makes 
is just how people act when put to 
the test. Whatever examples 4f 
shown in “The Roof’ are hardly ex- 
citing. Perhaps the author wishes t 
point out that the average British 
is not hysterical and generally 
meets his situation with finesse. 


The play’s amusing scene is that 
in the room of the Beetons, the 
‘aging couple. Ernest Cossard — 
\laughs in his nightshirt, getting ov 
lof bed to do the things the old la J 
asks. But he willingly goes after 
mosquito—and gets ‘im. While GU 
tav urges they hurry to the roe, 4 
insists on doing her hair. Charlo 
Granville is Mrs. Beeton. also 
good choice. is 
| Helen Rowland and Frances pa 
nehill are the nice ory 
antics are not a bore for a 
Their mother is played by Charlot 
Walker who looks fresh, realizes *" 
type of a rather young mother ge 
lena Royle is the nurse in - iast 
of the ailing man. Henry Hull, a 
in ‘Grand Hotel,’ which is still ell 
ning, is the lover who assured nell 
played by Anne Forrest, that one 
affair will surely last beyond 
weeks and go on for life. . 

While the appearances of a 
the players are not ext : 
| Edouard La Roche 32s Gus 
| waiter, entrances frequen, 
there is a lead in ‘The Roo® ning’s 
the lead, and he won the eve 
honors. That was as it § 

‘The Roof’ is a skillful we 
jing better than it reads. be 
it will have enough popu atTbee 
is doubtful. 
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Plays Abroad 





General Boulanger 


Faris, Oct. 23. 


Drama in two acts and 10 tableaux by 
Maurice Rostand in collaboration with 
Pierre Mortier. Presented by Maurice Leh- 

ann at the Porte Saint-Martin, Paris, 

Starring: Francen. 

Featuring: Ghyslaine, Berthier, Henriette 
Leblond Arnaudy, and a large supporting 


cast. 
Ahit. Fact that the show is ver- 
sified doesn’t slow up the action. 


Like ‘Dreyfus,’ it is a revival of a 
French political affair which took 
place in the 80’s, when one General 
Boulanger ef humble birth, was se- 
jected by the reactionary parties to 
overthrow the Republic, and unwit- 
tingly bring back the king. The 
general was deeply in love with a 
woman who flew away with him to 
Brussels when the scheme failed. 
The woman died there and the gen- 
eral committed suicide shortly after- 
ward on her grave. 

The author has treated events 
fairly freely and given the general a 
more sympathetic part than he had 
actually in life. This is of consider- 
able advantage to the play, which 
becomes not only interesting from 
the historical and production point 
of view, but acquires a strong love 
interest. It is handled well with a 
modern prolog introducing the story, 
and concludes delicately without 
showing the general’s suicide. It 
revives interesting historical char- 
acters, such as Clemenceau and his 
contemporaries of half a century 
ago. 

The play is very well acted by 
Victor Francen in the lead. He is 
very well supported by Ghyslaine 
doing femme lead. 

Maurice Lehmann, to reopen his 
theatre, which has been renovated 
at a cost of about $80,000, has given 
the play an unusually good produc- 
tion. Prolog takes places in a small 
restaurant, immediately succeeded 
by an open air scene, showing a 14th 
July military parade on the Long- 
champs race track, where Boulanger 
made a hit both with the crowd and 
his future mistress. After two tab- 
leaux, showing him, first, as minis- 
ter in the War Office, and shortly 
afterwards in disgrace in a country 
hotel, he is seen attending a per- 
formance of the Champs Elysees 
open air music hall, which, before 
the Ambassadeurs’ existed, was 
known as the Alcazar d‘Ete. Scene 
revives such popular characters as 
Theresa, the fat woman singer, and 
Paulus, the entertainer, whose song 
about the general is practically the 
only thing which survives today of 
the whole affair. Stage shows the 
audience, and enough of the Alcazar 
reproduced to permit the audience 
to watch the old show. Next comes 
a scene showing the rostrum in the 
House of Representatives, from 
which General Boulanger, now a 
member of parliament, addresses the 
house, members of which are dis- 
seminated in the audience, and his 
mistress and a friend in a second 
floor stage box, as they would be in 
the gallery of the real house. 

From the audience the members 
of parliament interrupt and answer 
the speaker, with the whole audience 
frequently applauding, or hissing, 
according to their political tenden- 
cies, due to the current timeliness of 
the old speeches. After this the 
stage shows a popular Paris square 
with open air dancing on the eve- 
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ning of July 14. Next scene takes 
place in a Paris restaurant a few 
months afterwards, when at mid- 
night the crowd acclaims the gen- 
eral who is about to overthrow the 
government by marching on the 
president’s palace. His friends press 
him to act, but his mistress, who 
would thus lose him, tells him that 
she is very sick. He delays action 
and state 


matters are superseded 
by love. He is next seen in his 
Brussels house, where the girl dies, 


and the general is left grief stricken 
by his friends. Concluding tableaux 
is repetitious of the prolog, and 
merely saves a dreary scene. 

To expedite scene shifting a pram 
stage is used, with certain sets built 
in behind the backdrop ready to be 
pushed forward when needed. In 
order to demonstrate to the public 
this modernization of the house, one 
such change is made with the cur- 
tain raised. 

The play has a double value, both 
politically and emotionally. Many 
of the political sallies which applied 
then are just as timely today and 
carry big on the audience. As to 
the love story, it is deeply moving, 
with many crying in the audience. 
The play should be doing big busi- 
ness. Mazi. 


PARIS QUI BRILLE 


(‘Glittering Paris’) 


Paris, Oct. 22. 
A revue in two acts and 45 tableaux. 
Produced by Dufrenne and Varna. Co- 
authored, copyrighted and staged by Henri 
Varna and Earl] Leslie. Endless credits 
for sketches, dancing, lyrics, music, cur- 
tains, props, etc. Costumes by Zanel 
Casino de Paris, Paris. Starring Mistin- 
guette. Featuring Georgia Graves, Danny 
and Eddy, Grace Edwards, Four Carlton 
Brothers, The Double Two, Peggy Moro 


and Delso, The 16 Jackson boys and girls, 
the Babies Jackson, and a large number 
of local talent, 

An excellent hour and a half of 
entertainment, well worth $3, dil- 
uted into nearly four hours to suit 
the local taste for long bills, and 
damaged to the limit by native elec- 
tricians. This demonstrates that 
the local management has not un- 
derstood the lesson of the Empire, 
when the public paid a tilted scale 
and withstood the balance of the 
bill to see a 25 minutes fast show 
properly staged and lighted when 
Jeanette MacDonald was here. 

As is, sure to draw for a long 
while, especially since show business 
is picking up. Show demonstrates 
French loyalty to their special stars, 
Mistinguette retaining her full draw 
on the patronage, which -:s justified, 
since she is as good as ever. Only 
one song by Maurice Yvain, ‘Garde- 
Moi’ (‘Let Me Stay’), sung by Mist- 
inguette is likely to score. 

Earl Leslie is really responsible 
for putting the show together, 
Varna’s credit being mostly for 
royalty purposes and attending re- 
hearsals. No credit for production 
is given Albert Jackson, who, never- 
theless, was important in staging 
not only the numbers for his boys 
and girls, but a good deal besides. 

The one interesting sketch shows 
a doctor’s office with an electrical 
contraption, and a big double closet. 
Patient is placed in one side of it 
and a mannequin in the other, with 
the disease electrically sent from 
the patient, who is thus relieved, in- 
to the mannequin. The doctor's 
nurse finds herself compelled to put 
her lover into the mannequin’s 
closet, so that he is made in turh 
to stammer, to take the appearance 
of a fairy, and other things, some 
of them pretty risque. 

The revue cannot be considered 
dirty, but there is even more nudity 
than usual in the Casino de Paris. 
A few of the French chorus, though 
used to strip stuff, shied at-appear- 
ing without any brassieres, and had 
to be replaced. 

One nuisance is that the show in- 
cludes the usual amount of public- 
ity spilled on the stage for any and 
all firms. Program is even worse. 
Under Mistinguett’s portrait there 
are ten lines of advertising. 

Opening is a seagull scene with 
chorus doing a Pavlovish swan mo- 
tion with the upper parts of their 
bodies, lower part being encased in 
skirts made of half deflated air- 
bags, five yards diameter, thus fill- 
ing the stage with a wavelike effect. 

Several numbers introduce vari- 
ous records with Grace Edwards, 
colored, who entertained at Zelli’s 
a long time, singing to good effect. 
During her song, Realtor, a roller 
skater in a black costume with a 
silver spiral, does a effective whirl- 
wind spin on a platform raised 
backstage, remindful of a barber's 
revolving sign, and representing the 
‘soul of the disc.’ 

Next number is a moonlight effect 
with plenty of nudity behind a 
scrim. Cheap lighting effect kills it. 
This afterwards changes into a 
garden with seven harpists accom- 
panying Georgia Graves in a moon- 





light dance. Georgia Graves scores 
heavily, as well as in her other 
numbers. 

After a weak sketch by Dandy, 
who nevertheless gets a friendly 
hand, the stage turns into a circus 
ring, with Mistinguette very effec- 


tively training ponies. Pigeons also 
used. 

One of the prettiest numbers 
shows a jazz farm, with the Jackson 
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boys, girls and babies—latter from 


10 to 12 years old, disguised as 
hens, ducks, ducklings and pigs. 


Very simply staged, but tremenda- 
ously effective. Drilling of the 
Jackson troups is excellent. 

A sketch with Mistinguette takes 
place on a Montmartre staircase. 
Afterwards several staircases are 
introduced, including that of the 
Emperor’s palace in 1860, during 
which Mistinguette does an Edna 
Wallace Hopper, and later, as a 
finale, the grand opera staircase, 
very effective as a set and appropri- 
ate for a beautiful finale 





Second act soon breaks into a} 
two-tableaux sketch, which is a 
bold lift from the last revue. Re- 


placing Josephine Baker is Mistin- 
guette. Instead of the Tropics 
have Alaska, the feathered natives 
are hostile fur hunters, and in 
second tableau, the destruction of 
the hut in the storm becomes the 
blowing up of a bridge with dyna- 
mite. The climax of the ape rescu- 
ing Josephine Baker is suitably re- 
placed by Mistinguette’s black dog 
rescuing her from the _ torrent. 
Sketch adds nothing to the show 
and is rather detrimental to Mistin- 
guette, whose part is just one in a 
crowd, only excuse is her singing 
the song ‘Garde-Mei.’ 

After this comes a Tyrolean song 
by a Tyrolean girl, who, with two 
Tyrolean boys, has been brought 
up by the Jacksons. They 


speak any language but their own. 


; They are the Worner brothers, and 


they do same kind of a dance as has 
been popularized in ‘White Horse 
Inn.’ 

After an interpolated number by 
Danny and Eddy, colored dancers, 
comes an amusing number where 
Little Jimmy, 14, in tuxedo and a 
straw hat, does an imitation Chev- 
alier with the eight Jackson babies 
as chorus. Number is one of the 
big hits in the show. This is fol- 
lowed by a number using a revolv- 
ing stage, which, instead of being 
sunk in the normal stage, is placed 
back of the curtain, so that it is 
about a yard from the floor, giving 
the appearance of a merry g0 
round. The revolving stage is divided 
into four parts and representing the 
countryside where students and 
girls of the Mimi Pinson type used 
to go near Paris 100 years ago. 
First quarter of the revolving stage 
shows the youths arriving in the 
village. Second shows them picking 
cherries, and the last one, the best, 
pictures one of the famous restau- 
rants of Robinson. 

To é¢ater to the craving of part 
of the audience for things allegedly 
French, it is preceded on the third 
section of the revolving stage by a 
number which looks like a smutty 
postcard, showing girls seen from 
behind with their legs up, supposed- 
ly after they have been thrown from 
the donkeys they were riding. 

During the last part of this pro- 
duction Georgia Graves does an- 
other excellent dance, after which 
the babies Jackson go through the 
audience handing out cherries, al+ 
legedly picked from the trees, but 
really an ad for a local confection- 
er. 
Next number by Mistinguette is 
good. There are two pianos, one each 
side of the stage with two of The 
Double Two playing and singing at 
each piano, and a third piano on an 
elevator in the pit at centre of the 
stage manned by Billy Milton, Mis- 
tinguette escorted by the Jackson 
boys and girls enters, and after 
first beginning to sing with each 
one of the stage pianos, perches on 
the pit piano where she can display 
her famous legs, and carries an ac- 
campanied by Milton. 

There is more display of nudity, 
and a misplaced number by the 
Carlton Brothers, before a_ flash 
finish. 

Where Mistinguette showed tact, 
was when, before the intermission 
curtain, she was presented with 
flowers on the stage. This was a 
modest basket of violets, which 
tactfully contrasted with the exag- 
gerated floral offerings of an Ameri- 
can entertainer who permitted the 
Empire stage to be turned into an 
imitation hot house. Mazi. 


RHAMSES OR CARUSO 


Budapest, Oct. 17. 

At the Kamara theatre, Melchior 
Lengyel’s new farce, ‘Rhamses or 
Caruso, described as a comedy of 
competition, has started on a career 
that should lead to success in for- 
eign countries as well as at home. 
Caruso is the name chosen by a 
cigarette paper manufacturer who 
can’t get on in business and fails to 
arouse the interest of the woman 





he loves. 

He finds out that what he needs 
is a rival whom he could fight, 
outdo, overcome in business as in 
love. Since he has none, he con- 
structs a rival; he establishes the 
new cigarette manufactory of 
| Rhamses—dark, bearded, mysteri- 


ous—his opposite in every respect. 
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Mornings, he manages the Caruso 
office as the blond, bland, cheerful 
Caruso; afternoons, he is trans- 
formed into the rival businessman 
Rhamses. 

Both fight each other desperately, 
with the result that both businesses 
boom. He courts his lady-love in 
the guise of both personalities, with 


the resuit that she grows fond of 
both and can’t make up her mind 
for either, so that poor Rhamses- 


Caruso finally finds himself growing 
jealous of himself. 

To put an end 
Rhamses. to all 
ance, kills Caruso, tried, 
questioned as to the whereabouts of 
the corpse, which, of can- 
not be discovered and 
sion for a brilliant parody of 
in a strange criminal 
and finally stands revealed to 
public, which will 
Rhamses and Caruso 
the future, and to Ilona, who 
ries Caruso but on condition 
Rhamses will still visit her 
week as her lover. 

The play is dazzling with light- 
ning changes of the rapid ,amusing 
action, brilliant dialog and the acro- 
batic juggling with truth and make- 
believe, which could best be likened 
to Molnar’s ‘The Play’s the Thing.’ 
The performance at the Kamara, 
with Uray in the double part and 
llona Tasnady playing opposite him, 
was somewhat too heavy and too 
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had he not over-played both parts, 
would have produced illusion. | It 
is a brilliant role in which to dis- 
play a born actor’s comedy talent. 

In a forthcoming German pro- 
duction, Caruso-Rhamses will prob- 
ably be played by Kurt Bois or Pal- 
lenberg, and is certain of success 
anywhere if cast well. Probably 
the new Lengyel play's fate will 
also bear a resemblance to ‘The 
Play's the Thing,’ which, for the 
same reasons, was only moderately 
successful at its first presentation in 
Budapest, and developed into a pro- 
digious success in nearly all foreign 
countries. 


COCCINELLE 
(‘Fire Fly’) 
Paris, Oct. 23. 


A eomedy in four acts by Jean de Letraz. 


Theatre Fontaine, Paris. 

DB, BPOGMOVEL. 006cccdeceedesevcesvdes Clermont 
J. FPOucheret, cccrcccccocsecseesees M. Remy 
Bes WORSE c ccecceccceosscecevess L. Berryer 
Mis POUCH cc cccccccccceesedeoc J. France 
PERSSON sc ciccoccestseceossoens M. Bery! 
WR 695 6556 Ke ns8 és edeceeesenss B. Jalabert 
ROBIMS cccccccccccccccesocesceces J. Leclere 


An obvious filler for the immedi- 
ate failure of the Harold-Green 
English company (who only used 
five days of their six weeks’ tenancy 
of the theatre), until something bet- 
ter can be found, 

Story concerns a scientist whose 
wife becomes the mistress of an un- 
fellow and who 
eventually marries latter’s. sister 
after an invention makes the scien- 
tist rich for life. 

Production and acting without any 
special interest. A short engage- 
ment. Mazi. 





DESTINED 


(Continued from page 54) 


difficulties surrounding a presen- 
tation by amateur groups, it is 
rather difficult to predict just what 
the professional stage would do 
with it. 

The long waits between acts and 
the cumbersome handling of sets 
at these affairs usually leave one 
with mixed feelings, detracting 
probably a great deal from the real 
value of a play. 

‘Destined’ is not a perfect play, 
but it has its good points, and with 
the proper atmosphere and direc- 
tion it might go over. 


Play concerns scheming poli- 
ticians and a lovely girl, who is 
used frequently by her senator 


brother as a catspaw in many of 
his political dealings. The story 
is a simple one, and it gracefully 
achieves its purpose with the in- 


triguing flavor and charm of the 
Orient. 
The play opens in Washington, 


where Senator Robert Carter, al- 
lied with the administration forces, 
seeks to use his lovely sister, Gilda, 
to distract attention of his political 
foe, Congressman Peter Drummond, 
while Carter engages in a few art- 
ful moves in the political game. 

The second act is laid in China 
hundreds of years ago, and the 
same characters are shown involved 
in a similar mesh of circumstances. 
The third act climax is placed in 
our time. 

The play is wordy and develop- 
ments are anticipated before the 
action brings them about, but shap- 
ing could fix that. 

Several youngsters in the cast 
acquitted themselves with credit in 





dilemma, | 
appear- | 


a= | 


legal } 


mar- | 


farcical, though Uray, | 


-_—— — — 


the handling of their lines, espeese 
cially Kenneth Bruce as the scheme 
ing senator and Mildred Lister ag 
his charming sister. 

This group, which, by the way, 
won second honors in the national 
little theatre competition last year, 
deserves much praise for this new 
effort, considering all the handicaps, 


AGAINST THE WIND 


Chicago, Oct. 28. 
is the star, Harrison 
the director, Carlos 
the author and Tracy Drake, 
the After that 
Against the Wind’ goes against the 
Drake's 
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Mrs. Fiske and her class following, 
of which there isn’t enough to sup- 
port her more than two weeks with 
a show like this while the play is 
booked for four. With Mrs. Fiske in 
poor health it may not even go that 
far. 

When Tracy Drake, operator of 
the Blackstone hotel and theatre, 
also the Drake hotel, decided to spill 
some of his money on this opus it 
was primarily to afford his son the 
chance of seeing his first brain child 
produced on the planks. Young 
Carlos between play writing and 
playing around has been employed 
in his father’s hotels as director of 
travel tours. What happened to the 
script from the time it was first 
written to when it fell into Mra 
Fiske’s capable hands may be con- 
jectured., Mrs. Fiske’s fluency at 
re-writing, adding and subtracting 
is well known. 

Another angle to the story is that 
the Blackstone would have reée- 
mained dark until the Guild came in 


next month, with Edwin Wappler, 
manager, deeply concerned over 
this. It meant going on an ene 


forced vacation for Wappler which 
was another contributing reason for 
the latter’s persuasion which helped 
set this show. After running thru 
the summer with a cheap hookup on 
‘Sisters of the Chorus,’ the Black- 
stone is fortunate in being able to 
look forward to a profitable winter 
because of the Theatre Guild. That 
outfit’s decision to switch from the 
Illinois is a boon to the Blackstone, 
Meanwhile, young Mr. Drake at 
least is enjoying the spectacle of his 
handiwork as handled by Mrs. 
Fiske. Why such a veteran trouper 
consented to it in the first place is 
puzzling. It’s not the type of play 
that has made Minnie Maddern 
Fiske one of the foremost actresses 
on the stage, and neither is there 
anything also about it that spells 
prestige. Age old in plot, poorly 
constructed and played wobbly in 
its third week, ‘Against the Wind’ 
is just the offspring of an amateur 
who lost his threads in the weaving, 
Around Mrs. Fiske is just a cone 
ventional cast. Charles Dalton, whe 
looks like Fred Donaghey, and talks 
like him, is most convincing of the 
lot. Reed Brown, Jr., tries hard 
to make his part of the erring son 
stand up but it’s an effort that’s 
obvious. Terry Carroll provides the 
heart interest in restrained fashion, 
and is a good looking blonde girl 
Of the others only Virginia Venable, 
a newcomer, rates mention, and that 
because of her capable handling of 
dialect as a Polish girl. Span, 
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Nan Britton’s Libel Suit 

Judge John M. Killits, hearing 
the Nan Britton case in Toledo to- 
Gay (2), excluded the press from 
the trial. Spectators and everybody 
except clerks, litigants, the jurors 
and representatives of both sides, 
were barred. Attorneys who have 
mo interest in the case were also 
excluded. 

Nan Britton’s libel suit against 
€. <A. Klunk, Marion, O., hotel 
keeper, is being heard in Toledo be- 
fore Judge John M. Killits. She is 
asking $50,000 fur the circulation of 
an alleged libel, ‘The Answer to the 
President’s Daughter,’ by the late 
Jos. De Barthe, of Marion. Klunk, 
among others, advertised the reply 
book for sale, and suits were en- 
tered for the circulation of a libel. 
Suits are pending against two others 
for the same alleged action. 

Following the opening of the trial, 
when a number of boys and girls of 
high school age were in the crowded 
eourtroom, the Judge barred all of 
immature age and intimated that it 
might even be necessary to bar 
adults and the press as the trial 


progressed. This, however, has not 
yet been done. 
Elizabeth Ann Britton, alleged 


Matural daughter of Nan Britton 
and the late President Harding, 
came on with her mother from New 
Rochelle, N. Y., and appeared with 
her in the court room. The girl was 
ordered barred by the Judge on the 
grounds that her presence was not 
mecessary to the pressing of the 
complaint and that the testimony 
would be of a nature unfit for a 
ehild to hear. 

Most of the testimony to date has 
been largely composed of extracts 
from the book, each side reading 
those excerpts which seemed best 
calculated to prove its contention, 
pro or con. 

The remainder of the defense tes- 
timony was chiefly concerned with 
character witnesses, but seemed 
largely to resolve itself into the ad- 
mission that Nan Britton was re- 
garded in her home town circles as 
a bad girl, following publication of 
the book. Mrs. Mary C. Hane tes- 
tified that the girl had a bad reputa- 
tion and had been accused of nude 
bathing, but was unable to tell 
whether alone, with only her own 
gex or in mixed company. She also 
testified that six years before the 
publication of the book the girl haa 
acted improperly at the home of 
Mrs. Grant Mouser, and that she 
had been declared an unfit person to 
associate with Mrs. Mouser’s daugh- 
ter. Mouser is the chief attorney 
for the defense. 

The chief point for the defense 
appeared to be physical incapacity, 
it being pointed out that while the 
late President had lived for 32 years 
with his wife, without issue, Mrs. 
Harding had had a child by a pre- 
vious marriage. It also was con- 
tended that many of the incidents 
related in the book, such as the vis- 
its to the White House, were impos- 
sible. 

Counsel for the plaintiff are still 
reading from the book today (2) 
with supporting testimony to be 
brought forward. 





Murder and the Dailies 


Los Angeles dailies are giving 
each other the works in an attempt 
to hold the circulation gained 
through the Ruth Judd murder case. 
Three different life stories, allegedly 
by Mrs. Judd, are running, with 
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stiffest competition and mud sling- 
ing between Harry Chandler's 
‘Times’ and Hearst's ‘Examiner.’ 
‘Times’ paid Dr. Judd $3,000 for 
his wife’s signed story of the crime. 
After it ran for four days, the ‘Ex- 
aminer’ offered $5,000 for the story 
and Mrs. Judd jumped to the Hearst 
sheet, leaving the ‘Timese’ dat. ‘Ex- 
aminer,’ before getting the Judd 
story, had been running practically 
the same story under the signature 
of Mrs. Judd’s brother, Burton Mc- 
Kinnell, 


‘Record’ (Scripps-Canfield) was 
the first paper to break a signed 
story by anyone connected with the 
crime when it contacted McKinnell 
on the day of Mrs. Judd’s arrest. 
Young McKinnell was bought off by 
the ‘Examiner’ on the second install- 
ment. He received nothing from the 
‘Record.’ 

‘Tllustrated Daily News’ (inde- 
pendent tab) couldn’t afford to get 
into the circulation buildup, so an- 
nounced editorially in a front page 
box that due to the degrading in- 
fluence of the case, no Judd news 
would appear on the front page. It 
then lit into the other dailies over 
their fight for the Judd story. 

The ‘Herald’ (evening Hearst) 
confined itself mainly to rewrites of 
its sister, the ‘Examiner,’ but got 
the choice photographs which it 
played up in four-column cuts, de- 
voting an entire page daily to the 
photographs for the three days fol- 
lowing Mrs. Judd’s arrest. 

‘Express’ (Block) has kept out of 
the argument, but beat all the other 
papers to the arrest, hitting the 
streets with an extra two hours be- 
fore any of its rivals got off the 
beds. 

Co-operative attitude of the pa- 
pers, which banded together follow- 
ing their tiff with the police on the 
Hollywood candy store murder, has 
been forgotten in favor of a cut- 
throat game, 

International and Universal wires 
have been averaging 10,000 words 
daily on the case. United and As- 
sociated have been sending out 
around 5,000. INS has established 
a Phoenix bureau to handle thé de- 
tails from there. 





Cape-Smith Coed 


Abrupt termination of the Jona- 
than Cape-Harrison Smith book 
publishing partnership not alto- 
gether a surprise to those in the 
know. Smith long ago said to have 
expressed dissatisfaction with the 
books his English partner, Cape, 
was sending over, and had threat- 
ened to bolt. Arrival of Cape in 
this country a few weeks ago pre- 
saged a blow-off. 

The Cape-Smith partnership was 
peculiar. The British book firm of 
Jonathan Cape was Cape’s own, 
with Cape holding a majority in- 
terest in the American outfit of 
Cape-Smith. Smith, it is said, 
couldn’t see after a while his non- 
participation in the British outfit, 
said to be an excellent money- 
maker, 

Falling out between the two 
leaves Cape in possession of the 
American branch, with Smith to be 
paid off. Cape personally is in 
charge until he can get an American 
representative to run the former 
Cape-Smith house as a branch of 
his own organization, and until he 
can adjust his split with Smith. 
Smith, meanwhile and temporarily, 
has located with Barbour and Mc- 
Keogh, literary agents, 





Prize Winners 


Wilbur Daniel Steele named for 
first place in the 1931 O. Henry 
Memorial Short Story Award, for 
his story, ‘Can’t Cross Jordan by 
Myself.’ Not the first time that 
Steele has carried off an award in 
this contest, or in other short story 
contests. 

Second prize went to John D. 
Swain, comparatively unknown, for 
his tale, ‘One Head Well Done.’ The 
story, ‘Five-Minute Girl,’ won third 
prize for Mary Hastings Bradley. 
Judges were Blanche D. Williams, 
Joseph Wood Krutch and a number 
of literati. 





Radio Fan Mag 

Five ex-Hearst men put a new 
radio fan mag on the market last 
Friday (23), ‘’Radio Guide,’ 5c 
weekly. The publishers, M. L. An- 
nenberg, Hugh E. Murray and Jos- 
eph D. Bannon, with Geo d’Utassy 
as pres. and E. M. Alexander as 
v.-p., are behind the new enter- 
prise. 





Charles Bliss Dead 


Charles W. Bliss, 85, veteran 
country newspaper editor, died at 


long illness. 





449 Fourth Avenue, New York 
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Montgomery ‘News’ and was presi- 





Hillsboro, Ill, Oct. 22, following a 


At one time he was editor of the 





Best Sellers 


(Reported for week ending Oct. 
31 by American News Co.) 
Fiction 
American Beauty, by Edna 

So I ee 
Red Headed Woman, by Kath- 





arine Brush.............$2.00 
10 Commandments, by War- 
wick Deeping.........---. $2.50 
Shaduws on the Rock, by 
Wim Gathers... vices $2.50 


Gangsters’ Glory, by E. Phillips 
Oppenheim 2.00 
Young and Healthy, by Donald 


eeeeeeeeeeeee 





Henderson Clark.......$2.00 
Non-Fiction 
Washington Merry-Go-Round, 
ANONYMOUS occicococees $3.00 


Ellen Terry-Bernard Shaw, by 
Christopher St. Johns. .$5.00 


The Great Mouthpiece, by 
COBO. FOWGEE cc kc iccceees $3.00 
Believe It or Not, by Robert 
| gs | Ee eee $2.00 
Mirrors of 1932, Anony- 
MOUS cticccecoeseceseac 2.50 


Mexico, by Stuart Chase. .$3.00 











Another ‘Pollyanna.’ 
With the publication of ‘Polly- 
anna in Holiywood,’ the character 
of Pollyanna, which originated as 
an inspiration and a labor of love, 
becomes a hard, cold business prop- 
osition to cash in to the fullest ex- 
tent on a fictional person, 
Death of Eleanor Porter, creator 
of Pollyanna, decided her pub- 
lisher to carry on Pollyanna if a 
mother could be found to give her 
renewed life. Scribbler’ selected 
was Elizabeth Bofton, and she is 
set down as the author of the new 
Pollyanna book. 
Copyright to the name, ‘Polly- 
anna,’ now vested in L. C. Page & 
Company, publisher of the Polly- 
anna books, which also owns the 
trade-mark on the phrase, ‘Glad 
Book,’ which goes with every new 
‘Pollyanna.’ 
Eleanor Porter; not to be con- 
fused with the late Gene Stratton- 
Porter, lived long enough to see her 
character name of Pollyanna incor- 
porated in the dictionary as a 
synonym for happiness. Whether 
Elizabeth Borton will do as well by 
her step-child, Pollyanna, remains 
to be seen. 
‘Pollyanna In Hollywood’ is the 
seventh of the ‘Glad’ books, and 
there will be more. 





Jennings Follows Thru 


Al Jennings, the reformed train 
robber, is concocting a couple more 
adventure novels, Bob Moak, fan 
mag writer, is ghosting. Books are 
‘The Girl From Nowhere,’ which has 
been sold to Tower Publications to 
appear in serial form, and ‘Son of 
the Rio Grande.’ 

Jennings has started several hun- 
dred stories without ever finishing 
them, 





Joliet Exec Dies 


Horace E. Baldwin, 78, veteran 
Illinois newspaperman, dropped 
dead of heart disease in Joliet 
where he was national advertising 
manager for the ‘Herald-News.’ 
Baldwin had been in newspaper 
work for more than 50 years, hav- 
ing been on the old Chicago ‘Inter 
Ocean’ and ‘Times.’ 

His widow and three sons, all re- 
side in Joliet. 





Smith Leaving Fan Mag 


Frederick James Smith, editor of 
‘New Movie,’ the Woolworth fan 
mag he started, is leaving that 
paper shortly with future line of 
activity unmentioned. Woolworth’s, 
through Tower Magazines, has not 
yet picked a successor. 

Smith was previously editor of 
‘Photoplay.’ 





O. K.’s Radio Fan Stuff 


C. E. Buterfield, radio editor of the 
Associated Press, started filing a 
daily series of 75-word radio per- 
sonalities to all the A. P. papers last 
week. 

This besides the A. P.’s usual 
morning and evening run on radio 
news. 





Sunday ‘Mirror’ Jan. 3. 
Wholesale newsdealers have been 
notified that the first issue of the 
N. Y. ‘Sunday Mirror’ will be pub- 
lished on January 3. 





Hamilton’s Magic Book 


Neil Hamilton, picture actor, is 
writing a book on sleight of hand 
which he will publish for amateur 
magicians. 





dent of the Illinois Press Ass'n. 


It’s his hobby. 








Par’s Invitation 


Paramount’s invitation to news- 
papermen to submit story material 
marks the first time in many years 
that that organization is~ reading 
original stories from other than 
name scribblers. Paramount was 
one of the first to curb the free- 
lance contributor, returning all con- 
tributions with the information that 
it was returned unread, 

Stories received as per the invi- 
tation to the newspapermen will be 





judged by the editorial board, 
headed by A. M. Botsford. 
Hollywood Buy 

Harlan Palmer, owner of the 


Hollywood ‘Citizen,’ daily paper, 
purchased his competing sheet, the 
Hollywood ‘News’ Saturday (31). 
Reported price is $200,000. The 
‘Citizen’ moves into the new ‘News’ 
plant, 

Employes of the ‘News’ were not 
notified that the paper would quit 
until after they had completed the 
final day’s work on Saturday, at 
which time all were let out. 





Going Places 





(Continued from page 47) 


languid hauteur to show just how 
lofty is their station in life. 
Newspaper women, as played by 
Loretta Young, fare much better. 
They are pretty and unaffected, 
with a great deal of understanding 
for their male co-workers’ vagaries. 
Staunch and loyal, they wait pa- 
tiently while their reporter. be- 
loveds have their fling, confident 
that when it’s over they'll be glad 
of the chance to come back. Miss 
Young is as much at home in a 
speakeasy as she is at a reception 
for the Spanish ambassador. She 
has a wardrobe for both purposes, 
simple dark dresses and tailored 
hats for speakeasy Scotch, white 
chiffon with flattering drapery 
about the neck for reception cham- 
pagne. Miss Young makes sobbies 
such regular and likable gals, so 
tolerant and attractive! 





Judging Mama Foley’s Act 


In her first starring picture, 
‘Fanny Foley Herself’ (Warners), 
Edna May Oliver plays the part of 
a vaudeville headliner whose 
daughters, ostensibly because they 
are snobs, want her to retire from 
the stage. They hurt her feelings 
terribly by their attitude, and the 
audience is supposed to regard 
them as selfish. Vaudeville patrons 
who see the picture will have a dif- 
ferent opinion of Fanny Foley's 
daughters, played by Helen Chand- 
ler and Rochelle Hudson, cast as 
the Misses Foley. 

After watching Fanny Foley's 
act, the vaude regulars are likely to 
feel that there is something to be 
said for the girls’ estimate of 
mama’s act. Burlesque Spanish 
dancing and an old fashioned com- 
edy song, slow and heavy, with 
dreary catch lines is no artistic 
vaude classic. 

Miss Chandler and Miss Hudson 
go to finishing school, and actually 
look like school girls. They’re 
young enough, and their clothes 
are appropriately simple, .lots of 
Peter Pan collars, girlish bows and 
such, Miss Hudson hi~ a fresh 
young charm, a naive prettiness and 
sweetness. Miss Chandler behaves 
more actressy, but her youth car- 
ries her through anyway. Miss 
Oliver's richly droll personality 
justifies her stardom despite the in- 
different material and studio set 
flavored production allotted her 
here. 





Helen Hayes as Madelon 

Now it’s Helen Hayes’ chance to 
take a shot at the sure-fire, tear- 
stained story—mother love sacrific- 
ing all, renouncing everything for 
child. She’s Madelon in ‘The Sin of 
Madelon Claudet’ (Capitol), and not 
Madame X, not even Stella Dallas, 
can tie her when it comes to first- 
rate, whole-hearted suffering of 
body and soul. They are all splen- 
didly brave, these sinned-against 
ladies, but Miss Hayes is the brav- 
est, because she is so little and help- 
less and young. She’s always had a 
special wistful appeal of her own 
besides her rare naturalness. Such 
a combination of qualities is invin- 
cible any time it wants to wring 
tears from melodramatic hoke.° The 
naturalness makes the hoke seem 
real, the wistfulness makes the pain 
of it almost too much to bear, and 
right away the audience reaches for 
its handkerchiefs. 

Madelon is a tremulously happy 
creature in the beginning, so radi- 





ant, so sweet, with such shining eyes 
that immediately the ladies are fore- 





——- 


Uncommon Chatter 





(Continued from page 47) 


they get their sables just the sama 
And there ig always the hope that 
true love will show up in the hand. 
some guise of Joel McCrea to make 
an honest woman of a first-clagg 
gold-digger. 

Film fans may never get a chance 
to practice the style hints offered 
by the Misses Tashman and Francig 
but they’re interested in them none 
the less. They enjoy seeing an er- 
mine wrap dumped on a chair, as 
though it were so much rabbit, a 
sable scarf kicked out like any olga 
rag. Even though a black velvet 
turban goes slightly mad with air. 
plane wings of self-material, it 
must be smart if Kay Francis wears 
it. 

Lilyan Tashman, after flounder. 
ing sadly about in several unsuite. 
able parts, comes back to the com. 
edy honors she wins easily in flip 
roles. Kay Francis isa Sympathetic, 
more restrained gold-digger who 
gains audience good will. Both, ree 
puted rivals for the title of Holly. 
wood’s Best Dressed, share fashion 
laurels in a series of gowns that, 
as Herb Williams might say, wil] 
knock your eye out. Plenty of se. 
quins, lots of lustrous satin, with 
bangles and bijoux thrown in, hold 
feminine attention when the picture 
marks time over its dull spots, 





Roxy Tailors Time, Space 

The relativity of time and space 
may trouble Dr. Einstein, but it 
can’t get a rise out of the Roxy, 
Those who will, may worry about 
theories. Cathedral producers know 
that the Past, Present and Future 
were made to be boiled into a pic. 
ture house presentation and encome 
passed by stage space. 

‘Time,’ says this week's show, 
‘is a Rhapsody made up of (a) Yes- 
terday, (b) Today and (c) Tomor- 
row, each one a neat program item 
indulging the Roxy’s pet tricks. 

‘Yesterday’ was the time when 
the ballet corps wore its daintiest 
tulle frocks and waltzed floatingly 
on a stage flooded with pink light; 
when Beatrice Belkin sat in a black 
velvet frame and sang coloratura 
obbligatoes to a rosebud. 

‘Today’ installs the Theremin, 
mysterious instrument that draws 
music out of the ether. It also dis- 
covers Radium, represented by 
phosphorescent circles on the dance 
ing suits of the Roxyettes. With the 
stage in darkness and nothing vis- 
ible but the circular lines on their 
costumes, the Cathedral dancers 
have a rare opportunity to show 
how uncannily accurate they can be 
And last of all, ‘Today’ is a Jazz 
Era, celebrated by Beatrice Belkin 
and Celia Branz, who render parts 
of Gershwin’s Rhapsody as though 
it were a duet from ‘Lucia di Lam- 
memoor’—if there is a duet from 
‘Lucia.’ 

The Roxy doesn’t hesitate to fore- 
cast the Future. ‘Tomorrow’ will 
be ruled by Machinery, as come 
pletely as Von Grona, a sinister 
black and gold Frankstein, dom- 
inates the movements of dancers on 
the Roxy stage. The Roxyettes will 
function as parts of a relentless ma- 
chine—which might hold for today, 
as well as tomorrow—dressed in 
stunning Robotesque descriptions of 
blue, black and silver. 


ii 





warned of the misery to follow. She 
runs away from home and lives with 
her lover in a Paris garret. That 
bodes ill and incidentally excuses 
the plot for all the horrors it sub- 
jects her to afterward. 

Little by little, as well as by 
make-up and hair-graying srada- 
tions, she grows older, sadder, 
frowsier, weathering prison, a life 
of shame, sickness, disgrace, only to 
earn money for her son's medical 
education, and not even the joy of 
embracing him is permitted her, for 
he must never know the manner of 
thing his mother has become. Af 
orgy of planted pathos, lighted by 
the delicacy of Miss Hayes’ acting 
and the fragility of her person. 

This sad story happens many, 
many years ago, but just how many 
it is difficult to determine. The CoS 
tumes give no hint; they content 
themselves with merely being ‘old 
fashioned.’ Miss Hayes looks yong” 
little child at a fancy dress party . 
the beginning, before the age 3 
tudes of her life compel her to por 
to rags. Tiny little bodices, pet 
waists, hair on top of her head os 
strung with diadems, she is 4 quain 
little figure, infinitely precious 
Marie Prevost wears her sailor a 
jauntily and is convincing'y ~~" 
hearted. Karen Morley realizes * 
is acting in a meller, so she swings 
on her heels and takes the appre 





priate meller poses. 
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Seth Parker on Concert Tour Draws 
Chautauqua Kind—Talker Ballyhoo 





. 4 


Chicago, Oct. 27. 
‘You go to your church 
And I'll go to mine, 
But let’s walk along together.’ 
—Hymn. 


With feeling they sang it on the 
yostrum (and they don’t mean 
stage) of Orchestra Hall. Equally 
fervid the audience joined in. Not 
only in this hymn but in umpteen 
ethers. Hymns that started with 
applause and ended by bringing 
down the house as, for example, 
when they made a miniature oroto- 
rio out of “The Old Time Religion 
Is Good Enough for Me.’ 


Only the fact that there was a 
box office outside and the ‘quaint 
home folks’ on the rostrum were 
professional actors headed by Seth 
Parker, who wasn’t Seth Parker at 
all but Phillips Lord, fresh from 
Hollywood, kept the theatrical ob- 
gerver from fancying it was a re- 
yival meeting. 

To the gray-haired, placid-faced 
faithful in the audience; to the 
many blind folks led to their seats 
by relatives; to the lame and the 
halt who came on crutches, this was 
no theatrical entertainment, artfully 
contrived to seem guileless and sim- 
ple. ‘Seth Parker and His Jones- 
port Neighbors’ was a slice of 
eweetness, a saintly picnic, a glori- 
fication of the humble and the 
familiar. 

Because there’s a Radio picture 
on the way, officials of RKO came 
to see Seth Parker’s concert. To 
them, and to any theatrical ob- 
server, the spectacle was amazing. 
On the main floor, which was nearly 
capacity with only a very little pa- 

er, there were entire rows of white 

eads. It would not be too much 


(Continued on page 58) 


Winchell with Lucky 
Strike Hour and Only 
Ad Double on Radio 


é Tonight (3) Walter Winchell ap- 
pears on two air commercial periods, 
Lucky Strike’s and Geraldine’s. He 
is the first commercial air doubler, 
as the dual ether delivery will oc- 
cur each Tuesday night, subject to 
the consent of Geraldine, the hair 
tonic firm. 

Winchell’s contract with Ger- 
aldine is for a year, having now 
gone about a month. Winchell’s 
agreement with Lucky Strike, 
made through Lord & Thomas and 
Logan, ad agency for the American 
Tobacco Company, through sugges- 
tion of George Hill, pres. of Am 
Tobacco, runs as long as all if the 
parties are satisfied, including the 
Geraldine company. Latter gave 
its consent that Winchell might 
try out with the Strike hour for 
four weeks. If at the end of the 
period Geraldine does not find the 
doubling by Winchell for Strike is 
hurting the Geraldine broadcast, 
Geraldine may consent to a further 
term by Winchell for the cigaret. 

Tonight Winchell goes on for 
Geraldine over the Columbia at 
8:45. He then goes to NBC for 
Lucky Strike at 10. During the 
Strike hour Winchell will do two 
2%-minute periods of gossip. Win- 
chell’s other broadcasts for Lucky 
Strike will be 01 Thursdays and 
Saturdays, He goes on the air for 
Geraldine for one night only, 
weekly. 

Through the broadcasting Win- 
chell will stop reviewing drama 
Premieres for the New York ‘Daily 
Mirror’, He will continue his daily 
Columns on that tabloid and also 
& new column to be started by him 
in the forthcomi.g ‘Sunday Mir- 
ror’, the 7th day edition of the paper 

start in January. 

An engagement made by Winchell 
to appear in the new Ray Goetz 
show, ‘Star Dust’, may also ve ad- 
justea . 











. through the air demands 
Goetz so far has not started re- 
hearsal< of his proposed ‘how. 

With B. A. Rolfe going off the | 
Lux Ky Strike broadcasts Saturday | 
(31), Lord & Thomas and Logan, | 
handling the account, have also given 

eber and Fields their notice. Vet | 
comedy team, under a 26-week | 
Contract, goes off the air Nov. 21, | 
Completing but about half of their | 


contracted time, 


Dutch Wired Radio 


The Hague, Oct. 22. 








Bad Lib 





Los Angeles, Nov. 3. 

Show people doing some 
fast ad-libbing in a radio act 
last Sunday let one hasty line 
escape. Conversation was sup- 
posed to be in the courtyard 
of the Chinese theatre, with a 
native pointing out the foot- 
prints to a visitor. 

‘That’s where Mary Pickford 





Deventer, a little town in Eastern | 


Holland near the German border, 
is adopting the new system of 
wired wireless, already en vogue in 
many other Dutch towns where dis- 


| 
} 


tribution is made either over special ; 


wires or via telephone lines. 

The new system is an invention 
by Captain Eckersley in England 
and wireless is transmitted over the 
ordinary cables of the electric power 
plants. As most of the homes are 
connected up with it, special wiring 
for radio can be omitted and it is 
claimed subscribers can be served 
more cheaply. 


Friendly Pact 
Of MCA-NBC 
For % Split? 


Chicago, Nov. 2. 

George Engels, NBC exec, and 
possibly A. H. Aylesworth, presi- 
dent, are due here Thursday (5) 
for a conference with J. C. Stein, 
president of MCA, to effect an ar- 
rangement wherebly amicable work- 
ing conditions will hereafter exist 
between the band departments of 
the two organizations. 

Last year it was an established 
fact that MCA was the bitterest 
enemy the NBC had in putting 


through contractual dates with 
bands. 

If the huddle becomes a reality it 
means that the burying of the hat- 
chet will bring about a revolution- 
ary result in the music trade. 

No recent move in NBC-MCA 
circles has as much significance at- 
tached to it as this anticipated con- 
ference of the respective heads to 
effect closer relations between the 
band departments, 

Lucky Strike’s pickup of the 
Wayne King band at the Aragon 
ballroom here tomorrow (3) night 
won't interfere with the dancing 
of the paid admissions. Floor will 
be open to the Aragon patrons 
throughtout the program’s one-hour 
stretch. Said to be the first time 
in the history of commeicial broad- 
casting that a network advertiser 
has transmitted a program under 
such circumstances. 

Deal for Kiwg’s services for four 
weekly broadcasts was made by 
the Music Corporation of America 
direct with the cig maker. George 
Hill, president of the American To- 
bacco Company, passed the word 
on to NBC to work out the details 
of the King hookup with MCA. 
Same was to apply to the Gus Arn- 
heim unit, also under MCA man- 
agement, which Hill had picked to 
alternate with the Aragon combo, 
over the same period of weeks. 
Arnheim’s contribution will orig- 
inate from Los Angeles. 

Despite Hill’s unequivocal okay of 
both attractions, the network put 
the touch on MCA for an even split 
on the 10% commission coming 
from the bands. And MCA, al- 
ways considered a thorn in the side 
of NBC because of the indie book- 
ing outfit’s domination of the band 
field, for the first time agreed to a 
divvy with the chain. 











settlement has been made on the 
WEI’ contract, 
Rolfe was replaced on the thrice 


Strike broad- 


worked on their broadcasts for three 
years, ever since its inception. 

: Rolfe, with radio for seven years, 
intends to go abroad shortly. So 
far he has nothing set regarding 


Reported that a future radio work. 


t 


weekly NBC Lucky 
casts by Andy Sanella from the | 
east, Wayne King from Chicago 
and Gus Arnheim from the coast. 
Rolfe’s contract with the cig ac 

|count, according to NBC, included 
a two-week cancellation clause 
with the advert rs taking adv 

tage of that clause after the leader 


stepped,’ the native said. ‘And 


see that print? That’s Miss 
Soandso’s heel.’ 

‘Didn’t know he was in 
town,’ cracked the ad libber, 


and then swallowed hard. 
Femme mentioned is protege 
of a big man out here, 


STAGE SALARY CUT-IN 
NOW BY COMMERCIALS 


Many radio artists under direct 
contract to commercials are pre- 
vented from making theatre ap- 
pearances unless the commercials 
| get a percentage of the artist’s sal- 
iries. In a few instances commer- 
cials won't permit their contracted 
players to make theatre appear- 
ances at all, 

This does not include NBC or CBS 
artists booked exclusively by the 
commercials. In those cases the 
latter receives only the exclusive 
radio rights to the artists, while the 
Artists’ Bureau retain the privilege 
of booking them for theatres. 

Commercials booking artists di- 
rect frequently demand as much as 
20% of their stage salaries. 

Some radio acts aren’t permitted 
to make personal appearances at 
all by their sponsors. Some com- 
mercials fear the artists do not look 
personable enough and will kill their 
radio illusion. 


TURK AGENCIES 
STALL ON PAY 


Chicago, Nov. 2. 

Radio stations in bulletins to ad- 
vertising agencies are adding a new 
punch line, which deals with the 
question of payment of bills. In 
most cases the line runs like this: 
‘Payments must be received on or 
before the 20th of the month follow- 
ing broadcast, or agency commission 
will not be allowed.’ In various lines 
the dates mentioned are the 10th or 
15th of the month. 

It’s a new line, and is the attempt 
on the part of the stations to hurry 
up the agencies to come through 
with the cash. Stations are getting 
tired of waiting twe and _ three 
months for their coin. 

This was particularly true in the 
case of in-the-hat agencies, which 
are bustling today and some place 
else tomorrow. 

In Advance 

In most cases it means that agen- 
cies will be asked to come through 
with the station’s coin even before 
the agency is paid by the advertiser. 
Which in the final analysis means 
that only agencies with a large 
financial reserve can survive this 
ruling. The small agency, living 
from day to day, couldn’t stand up 
under the demand to come through 
with cash before they’ve gotten the 
money from the advertiser. 

Stations are claiming the new 
method is the same thing as ‘cash 
discount’ in other transactions, but 
the agencies refuse to see it that 
way. They claim their coin is for 
‘services rendered.’ It looks like it’s 
going to be a battle, with the sta- 
tions believing that they can tighten 
up the payment matter in this man- 
ner, whether exactly legal or not. 























WMAQ Titles Altered 
Chicago, Nov. % 

Station WMAQ’s switch in op- 
erating authority from the ‘Daily 
| News’ to the National Broadcasting 
|Company yesterday took place 
without any hiring or firing of the 
old staff. Several titles underwent 
'revision, but everybody from top 
to bottom stayed, at least for the 
time being. 

William §S. Hedges continues as 
head of the outlet, but with the 
title of manager. Previous official 
|label was that of president of 
| WMAQ, Ine. Edith Waller, former- 
ily manager, becomes assistant man- 
ager. 3ill Hay, Amos ’n’ Andy’s 
m.c., retains charge of the sales de- 
partment 





’ 





After $6,000,000 n 3 Years 
Lucky Strike Still Not Sure 
That Radio 


Advertising Pays 





Berrins Replaces Brusiloff 





Fred Berrins, orchestra leader, 


yesterday (Monday) replaced Nat 
Brusiloff with CBS. 

Brusiloff quit all his sustaining 
CBS periods when the latter net- 
work wanted him exclusively, as he 
had some NBC commercial periods 
and CBS wouldn’t pay him the sal- 
ary he wanted for an exclusive con- 
tract. Berrins will take over all the 
sustaining periods which Brusiloff 
formerly conducted, said to be four 
and five daily. He will be a CBS 
staff conductor. 





Coast's Favorite 


Phoney ‘Billies 
Start Own Feud 


Los Angeles, Nov. 2. 
Beverly Hill Billies, rated the 
coast’s radio aces in popularity, did 
the splits on the air last week, Re- 
sult is the fans of mountaineer 


warbling have been getting two 
solid hours of hill billy stuff nightly 
by simply twisting from KTM to 
KMPC at 10 p.m. 

Five of the boys walked out of 
the act built up by Glen Rice at 
KMPC, Beverly Hills, and trans- 
planted by him to KTM two months 
ago. The Bev. Hills station put the 
deserting quintet back on the air 
last Tuesday, carefully avoiding 
mention of ‘Beverly Hill Billies,’ the 
trade name claimed by Glen Rice. 
Listeners were told they knew who 
‘the boys’ were, and if they wanted 
them back on KMPC steady to write 
immediately to the Harrison Finance 
Co., possible sponsors. 

Up To Audience 

It took two nights urging to draw 
enough postal card applause to con- 
vince the auto finance company that 
the split act held a following. "With 
the sponsor for the 10:05 to 11 p.m. 
period set, KMPC is referring to 
them as “The Prodigal Hill Billies’ 
to avoid the Beverly Hills tag held 
by Glen Rice. 

Rise at KTM still has ‘Ezra’ and 
‘Zeke,’ and quickly drafted substi- 
tute mountaineers, of which the 
Hollywoods are full, to maintain his 
original act. With most of the best 
identified voices gone, an effort to 
smarten up the ad lib chatter is be- 
ing made, 

Both acts are using the theme 
song whose burden is ‘Remember 
the Beverly Hills Billies,’ with the 
exception that the bunch back in 
Beverly Hills is merely humming 
when it reaches the phrase. 

The act on KTM works on a per- 
centage basis plugging Tarzana 
water, with the deserting group re- 
ported dissatisfied with the arrange- 
ment and jumping at a straight 
salary. 


Florsheim AEB New 


Chicago, Nov. 2. 
Reshuffling of the talent setup on 
the Florsheim show eliminates Doc- 
tors Pratt and Sherman, NBC con- 


tract comics, and substitutes Jack 
Fulton for Art Jarrett in the solo 
warbling spot. Studio combo un- 
der Ferdie Grofe remains until the 
shoe manufacturer can hook up a 
name dance band. When the un- 
scrambling is over the only one left 
of the original program, which went 
on three weeks ago, will be Jane 
Froman, 

Commercial has also switched the 
broadcast schedule from Friday 
night to Sunday afternoon, effective 
Nov. 8 Previous time spotting had 
it competing with the Paul White- 
man Paintmen program, which hit 











other NBC network. Sunday sc¢hed- 
uling also allows Florsheim te in- 
crease its hookup to 54° stations 





Friday link was limited to 28. 


the ether simultaneously over the 


—_— 


Although Lucky Strike has speng 
close to $6,000,000 on radio adver~ 
still isn’t 
sure whether the air splurge is 
worthwhile. For the first time since 
it has been on the air, the cig ac- 
1, attempt 
to find out just what reaction its 
air advertising receives and whether 
or not it increases sales. 

The firm will attempt this through 
radio’s direct return medium by of- 
fering give-aways or prizes to al 
listeners who respond to the broad- 
casts. The details of this experi- 
ment are still to be arranged, but 
in any event the advertiser wil 
strive for immediate reaction. 
Lucky’s has already appropriated 
another $2,000,000 for next year’s 
radio budget, which will make a 
grand total of $8,000,000 in ether 
advertising during four years; the 
most expensive account in the short 
history of radio. 

When a radio representative of 
the cigaret account was asked why 
it spent so much on radio advertis- 
ing during the past three years and 
appropriated another $2,000,000 for 
next year without knowing whether 
it would benefit by it, the rep de- 
clared it’s done for good-will and 
because it can’t afford to le 
a competitor get an edge. Alsa, 
that since it doesn’t know whether 
it is beneficial or not and has no 
proof to the contrary, it is afraid 
that if it withdraws its radio adver 
tising it might prove harmful 


More Show 


Lucky's broadcast for the coming 
year will cost more than ever and 
will probably be above the budget, 
according to report. With PB. A, 
Rolfe off, the account will use three 
different bands nightly under a « - 
tract with the Music Corporation of 
America. All bands which the cig- 
gie account will use, except Andy 
Sanella, will be supplied by M.C. A. 

Within a few weeks Lucky in« 
tends to inaugurate intimate gos-~ 
sip about stage and screen celebs 
over the air. 


Stations Bankrolled 
By Auto Co.’s Now 
Bankrolling the Co.’s 


Los Angeles, Nov. 2. 

Automobile dealers, who bank- 
rolled six local radio stations and 
charged their yearly losses off to 
advertising, are cashing in on the 
currently good air season to supe. 
plement the minus sig4is on their 
car sales reports. 

With motor sales at an ebb, some 
of the stations are cutting down on 
talent despite being loaded with ad- 
vertisers for ths next six montha, 
slashing in order to divert the 
money into the car business. 

Earl C. Anthony, Packard dise 
tributer, owning KFI and KECA, 
and Don Lee, Cadillac and La Salle 
agent, with his KHJ and coast Co- 
lumbia network, are the town’s two 
biggest transmitter owners, while 
the third big station, KNX was fore 
merly tied up with Paul G. Hoff- 
man, Studebaker dealer, who still 
owns a minority block of stock in 
the station. 

Three of the smaller stations con- 
trolled by auto agencies are KFVD 
at Hal Roach’s studio and KFAC, 
downtown, owned jointly by the 
local Auburn Fuller Co. and E. In 
Cord, head of Auburn-Cord; and 
KMCS, Inglewood, owned by Dale 
tons, Inc., auto loan and second 
hand car concern, but operated by 
the V, L. Freitag Org. 

Many of the auto loan companies 
and repossessed car dealers are 
heavy buyers of air time. 


tising in three years, it 


count will, around Jan. 











NBC’s $2,000 Salary 


San Francisco, Nov. 2. 

NEC Artists’ Bureau has booked 
Mahlon Merrick and his Vagabonds, 
ace air band, into the Palace Hotel, 
opening Nov. 14. Succeeds Earl 
Sapiro’s orchestra, Merrick will 
continue at NBC. 

Understood price for the 13 men 





and such added occasional talent 
|as Ted White, Coquettes and Clare 
jence Hayes ig around $2,000. 
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DANGER FIGHTERS 
‘The Red Butterfly’ 
Dramatic Skit 
COMMERCIAL 

WLS, Chicago 

Something obviously went askew 
with this production between the 
rehearsal period and its release over 
the NBC network. When the pro- 
duction department finally got 
around to timing the program it 
discovered that no provision had 
been made for the fadeout adver- 
tising copy. In the ultimate de- 
cision between cutting out a scene 
or two in the script or shaving 
down the product palaver to sheer 
mention, the agency lived up to 
precedent. And thereby ruined an 
otherwise crack piece of radio writ- 
ing and producing. 

Story was without an ending, 
either as an anti-climax or a de- 
nouement. Must have left the listen- 
ers baffled by the abruptness of it 
all and in a none too friendly mood 
for the drawnout puff on the vir- 
tues of Feenamint, substituted. 

‘Danger Fighters’ series are adapt- 
ed from the collection of biographi- 
cal sketches in Paul DeKruif's best 
seller of a few years ago, ‘Microbe 
Hunters.’ For the initial skit of 
the series the adaptator picked on 
the story of Dr. Joseph Golden- 
berger, the lanky, stoop-shouldered 
‘Eastsider’ who, fighting against 
every conceivable odds, found the 
cause of the red plague known as 
pellagra, 

To the ether narrative the adap- 
tator has conveyed much of the 
dramatic punch, fervor and high- 
pitched excitement and tragic over- 
tones contained in the original 
G@eKruif telling. Radio script is 
written with a fine sense of econ- 
omy dialoguing and a keen under- 
standing of the forces that propelled 
this fanatic of the test tubes and 
the microscope. It’s built up to 
what should have been a smashing 
climax, but left hanging in mid-air 
for want of a final scene telling of 
Goldenberger’s triumph. 

Despite this awkward piece of 
manhandling, the production, from 
both the writing and acting angles, 
rates as almost being in a class by 
itself among the network schedules 
and worth emulating by the mike 
producing mob, It'll tickle the 
higher intellectual strata of the dial 


flippers, but whether these will de-| ¢ 


velop into Feenamint users is an- 
other question. Or of White’s Cod- 
liver Oil Concentrate, the other 


the program to peddle. 





RAE PERKINS 
Talk, Songs 

COMMERCIAL 
WJZ, New York 


Rae Perkins, a radio vet, has the 
rep for being one of radio’s great 
wits, during broadcasts and idle 
moments. But then a rep like that 
isn’t hard to live up to considering, 
radio wits in general. 

Perkins is spotted daily during 
the morning hours, spensored by a 
pineaple company, and goes under 
the self-styled billing of the ‘prince 
of pineapples. He is a smooth 
talker, natural and easy and quite 
entertaining. From his style of de- 
livery, appears as though he ad 
libs: 

He goes in for the goofy line of 
chatter, no topic or remark being 
to silly for Perkins to handle. His 
chatter is bright and winning. 

Monolog is broken with song 
ditties or pops by Perkins. Accom- 
panies himself on the uke. 

Perkins is a satisfying morning 
humorist and could handle a larger 
audience in the evening. 


HUDSON PLAYERS 
Sketches 

Sustaining . 
WGY, Schenectady 


Schenectady stock company on 
Friday afternoons in a scene or two 
from the following week's play. 
Usually leads up to punch scene 
of production, which radio audi- 
ence is invited to witness at Hud- 
son theatre. . 

Plan of broadcasting does not al- 
ways give accurate line on com- 
pany’'s acting ability as a whole, nor 
on its performance in particular 
piece. On some programs, only 
three or four of troupe appear. Such 
the case in etherizing of 10-minute 
bit from ‘The Letter.’ 

Scene in lawyer's office given by 
cast of three, John Winthrop, Helen 
Kingsley (leading lady), and an 
unnamed actor, in part of a Chinese. 
Scene well done. 

Director Harry McKee, as m. c., 
wisecracked and tried for comedy, 
but not entirely successful. 


ALLIGATOR MUSICALE 
Radio Disc 
COMMERCIAL 

KYW, Chicago 


This is the second series of disc 


entertainments put out by the Al- 
ligator company, makers of rain- 
coats in St. Louis. 
name might mean anything from 
fruit to animals. 

Very apropos is the ‘Singing in 
the Rain’ theme to which the pro- 
gram opens, but not new of course. 
Conversation is not as heavy here 
and just as well. Recording better 
than most disc programs. 

Small band, playing all pop tunes, 
and the announcer, ring in just 
enough to fill the alloted 15 minutes. 

Span. 


raneous. 
and breaks in the dialog and him- 


Offhand the 





BERNIE CUMMINS BAND 
Dance Music 

Balloon Room 

Sustaining 

KYW, Chicago 


Following a flock of good bands 
into the Congress room Cummins 
must have been prepared to show 
something. Over the air that some- 


thing is there. Neither is Cummins 
a stranger around these parts. Be- 
fore becoming tabbed an eastern 
aggregation he developed around 
Chi. 

What impresses most about this 
musical outfit is that it can be heard 
distinctly from fiddle to brass. Not 
many bands on or off the air that 
can boast the same thing when get- 
ting lost in a blare of notes. 
Cummins has toned his men down 
to a subdued style of playing that 
makes it pleasant for ether con- 
sumption. Leader’s fiddle is an- 
other sweet item that should be 
brought out more. Vocal work also 
well placed so as not to become 
monotonous. Span 


CARMELO CASCIO 

iano 

Sustaining 

WGY, Schenectady 

Blind concert pianist in a 10- 
minute afternoon recital once week- 
ly. If announcer did not mention 
affliction, doubtful if average lis- 
tener would detect, in Cascio’s play- 
ing, any indication that he was 
sightless. Only clue is that his 
touch seems lighter than that of 
ordinary male artist. 

Most of Cascio’s numbers portray 
quiet moods, delicate fantasies, etc., 
of the composers. His fingering is 
facile, his interpretation sympa- 
thetic. 


BOB TAPLINGER 

with Frank Knight 

‘Meet the Artist’ 

Sustaining 

WABC, New York 

Bob Taplinger is CBS publicity 
purveyor. A few months ago Tap- 
linger gave birth to the idea of, 
staging a weekly broadcast con- 
sisting of interviews with various 
radio celebs each week. Each week 
or the past few months, Taplinger 


has been interviewing. 


Although Taplinger prepares 


scri for his periods, h t t 
product same commercial is using | ; a ~ me. eenounee 


o make them appear extempo- 
He includes many pauses 


self speaks hesitantly. He is so 
vacillating in speech that if one 
didn’t know that he prepared ma- 
terial, their first advice would be 
for him to do so. That is the only 
hitch in the broadcast, and can 
easily be smoothed out. 

Frank Knight, CBS announcer, 
was Taplinger’s subject last week. 
Taplinger conducted a nice little 
interview, having Knight tell of 
some of his early life, how he broke 
into the radio biz, etc. 

Since Taplinger started these 
broadcasts he has had good re- 
sponse from listeners. Radio is 
now large enough and contains 
enough name artists about whom 
ether fans are curious to put a se- 
ries of broadcasts like this over. 





OLD WAGON TONGUE 
Descriptive 
COMMERCIAL 

KOA, Denver 


This program rates seventh in a 
recent survey made in this territory 
embracing national and local radio 
features. Popularity is due largely 
to the authenticity of the episodes, 
which are used by many schools in 
this section as their history lesson 
a day each week. Each program is 
the result of research under the di- 
rection of Craig Davidson. 
Old Wagon Tongue (Roscoe 
Stockton) reads the introduction to 
some episodes in Colorado or Den- 
ver history. Then ‘Wait till I light 
my pipe, Buddy, and I'll tell you the 
story.’ The description by Wagon 
Tongue is interspersed with parts 
acted by the KOA staff. Program 
caught dealt with a couple of out- 
laws running wild in the west dur- 
ing the Civil war, 

The stage-coach holdup and death 
scene of the last of the outlaws ex- 
ceptionally well acted. 


HOUSEWIVES’ MATINEE 
Instrumental, Talks 
Sustaining 

KOA, Denver 


several short talks, designed for in- 
struction and entertainment. In- 


load. Composed 
Reed. 


of girls at Denver University. 
freshing program. 


Re- 


JACK MALONEY 
Songs 
Sustaining 
WOKO, Albany 

Jack Maloney is an Irish tenor, 
although his program includes pop 
request numbers, which he does 
well. Has high register and plenty 
volume, 


this station and has gained popu- 
larity. Albert Platt accompanist. 





Program of music diversified with 


strumental trio carries most of the 
of Ruth Bello, 
Eleanor Leffingwall and Raymond 


Talks included a style preview, a 
chatter about honey, and the dean 


One of the few good singers over 


PRINCE ALBERT 

with Alice Joy 
Songs, Talk, Orchestra 
COMMERCIAL 
WEAF, New York 

This tobacco company started a 
series of daily NBC broadcasts last 


week. It is sponsored by the same 
company which has Camels on 
CBS, with the Erwin-Wasey ad- 


vertising agency handling both ac- 
counts. 

There is a noticeable effort here 
to copy the Camel style of program, 
which doesn’t help this series. Miss 
Joy is spotted the same as Downey 
on Camels. Excepting that one 
has a female singer featured and 
the other a man, the make-up is 
similar. A gent called Old Hunch 
is spotted here, delivering in a 
manner similar to Tony Wons on 
Camel, both as to voice and topics. 
Miss Joy is a former vaudeville 
singer who for a long time has 
been spotted intermittently on NBC 
under another name and who has 
been trying to break into bigger 
and better things. 

She is a good singer, but not un- 
usual, and can be duplicated. How- 
ever she is helped a lot by this 15- 
minute period; it’s swell orchestra, 
led by Paul Van Loan, the intro- 
ductions and the general class 
quality that has been injected. 

On the basis of these same class 
qualities this series might draw. 


JACK ARTHUR’S BLACKOUT 
Songs 

COMMERCIAL 

WOR, New York 


Just who Jack Arthur might be 
isn’t mentioned in these broadcasts, 
or why it it called ‘blackout,’ but 
that is the billing given this pro- 
gram in the radio listings. Half- 
hour period of vocal harmony and 
solos. 

Supposed to be a western town, 
with the cowboys at a friend’s house 
for a little whoopee. Majority of 
the songs used are prairie songs, 
with here and there an old ballad. 
Harmony predominates. 

Feature is Eddie McBride, who 
solos cowboy tunes. He knows how 
to deliver. Otherwise just a vocal 
program without anything else to 
recommend it. 


SAPOLIN SPEEDSTERS 
Radio Music Disc 
COMMERCIAL 

KYW, Chicago. 


Sapolin is the enamel and varnish 
concern, but this radio plug needs 
more polish. For a 15-minute mu- 
sical presentation this program is 
not up to snuff, chiefly because it’s 
peas-in-a-pod with so many other 
disc routines. 

Opens with usual and now ordi- 
nary parody plugging the product 
and then swings into conventional 
band stuff, with nothing else out- 
standing. Considering 7 p. m. a 
choice period, the Sapolin people 
might consider it has little to offer 
in competition around the dial at 
the same time. Span, 


PAGEANT PLAYERS 
COMMERCIAL 
WNAC, Boston 


Two newspapermen, ghosting for 
an ad agency, dug into Puritanical 
smuggery for a series of eight- 
minute sketches, jazzing up in dig- 
nified presentation the love life, 
whoopee, religious scraps and po- 
litical trickery of Puritan Boston. 
Willard DeLue and John Barry are 
the newsmen authoring the script. 
Two years of research for bona fide 
human interest stuff behind the 
skits. City Fuel company, sponsors. 
Program spotted 6:30 to 7 Sun- 
days, with vaude setting for the skit. 
Jaysnoff Sisters, high-class piano 
pounders, best received in variety 
program. Mason, pageant master, 
sells with ingratiating voice. Worth 
tuning to. Libbey. 





Leon Bloom Off WBBM 
Chicago, Nov. 2. 
Leon Bloom is out as staff con- 
ductor for station WBBM. Leaves 
Frank Westphal in exclusive charge 
of the studio’s musical activities. 
Several weeks ago the musicians 
Bloom had personally picked for his 
studio unit were let out and West- 
phal was brought in to organize an- 
other orchestra and handle the 
dance music assignments. Under- 
standing is that Bloom continues as 
baton wielder on the concert pro- 
grams. 


BENTLEY’S NEW JOB 


Cincinnati, Nov. 2. 

Robert Bentley has replaced Mrs. 
Marion Denham as program man- 
ager of WFBE, owned by the 
Scripps-Howard ‘Post.’ 

Bentley was a principal of the Na- 
tional Players, in stock here last 
season at the Cox theatre, and 
joined the station when it was taken 
over by the newspaper. He doubles 
as announcer. 


| GILMAN EAST 


San Francisco, Nov. 2. 
Don Gilman, NBC y.-p. and coast 
chief, off to New York for a three 
week's pow-wow with eastern NBC 
execs, 











Parker Concert Tour 





(Continued from page 57) 


to guess the audience averaged 58 
years in age. 

Radio made Phillips Lord, the son 
of a Meridian, Conn., minister, im- 
portant enough to become a film 
star. At least for one picture. It 
was a radio audience that filled Or- 
chestra Hall as strange to the con- 
cert people as to theatrical squint- 
ers. Housewives who hadn't been 
out of the kitchen in 12 years; fam- 
ilies that unquestionably disap- 
proved of the theatre; pathetically 
eager cripples finding their solace 
and life in religion, knew of Seth 
Parker through the magic of the 
radio. Not only knew but, unques- 
tionably, loved these weekly hymn- 
singing parties over which Seth 
Parker presides on the air. 

Even more significant was the 
balcony sell-out. That was solid 
with those who sidestepped the $2 
top on the main floor. Like their 
fellows downstairs, they were home 
folks who spend their Wednesday 
evenings at midweek prayer serv- 
ices, not the local cinema. Book- 
peddlers going through the audi- 
ence, top and bottom, sold Seth Par- 
ker hymnals at $1 each, and sold 
lots of them. Phillips Lord is four 
times an author, and his staff of 
salesmen in the lobby and in the 
aisles is numerous. 

As for the performance, it con- 
sisted of a group of characters ina 
parlor supposedly at Jonesport, Me. 
A prop fireplace, a few chairs and a 
wheezy parlor organ completed the 
setting. Pious to the point of in- 
cluding the Bible in their small talk, 
these Downeasterners sang mostly 
and talked in between. At least 
half of the talk could not be under- 
stood because of the bad quality of 
the actors, but nobody seemed to 
mind. 

Comedy relief reminiscent of 
‘Quincy Adams Sawyer’ found the 
audience a pushover for sanctified 
chestnuts. ylee that knew no re- 
straint or critical discernment 
gripped the congregation when the 
food-loving country lout performed 
his whimsicalities. Phillips Lord 
himself turned out to be a comedian 
when stomping time with one foot 
which he removed from his shoe 
after first folding over the rag rug 
to make double thickness. When 
getting tangled up or out of beat 
the resultant comedy was deemed 
excruciating to the unsophisticated 
brethren. Lord wears a white beard, 
as does one of the other males of 
this troupe. 

Continuity of the concert is as 
simple as the entertainment or the 
audience. One by one the charac- 
ters arrive. As the audience, all 
radio fans, instantly knew who each 
one was and hailed with applause, 
there was no need for planting or 
identifying characters. They were 
quickly recognized for what they 
did, even by outsiders unacquainted 
with their names or relation to the 
scripts. A blackout at the end of 
the first half got them offstage in 
lieu of the curtain which Orchestra 
Hall has not. During intermission 
they were supposed to have gone to 
the kitchen for food. 

In all 10 persons compose Phillips 
Lord’s traveling hymn-humding- 
ers. Included are Effie Palmer, 
Agnes Moorhead, Bennett Kilpack, 
Raymond Hunter, Carlton Bowman, 
Norman Price, Ruth Bodell, Ger- 
trude Forster and James Black. 
Besides these there’s Harold Peat 
and Murl Springsted representing 
NBC's Artists Service, J. Searle 
Dawley, personal manager for the 
apostle of innocent merriment; 
Polly Robertson, musical arranger, 
and Grace O. Dawley, in charge of 
literature. 

In the few dates already played, 
the Seth Parker concert nas done 
good business. Reports are that it’s 
always this same sort of audience— 
white-haired, unworldly, elderly. 
Not theatre or even concert-goers. 
Chautauqua is the natural compari- 
son. And that’s exactly what sort 
of an entertainment Phillips Lord is 
presenting. Its crude simplicity is 
its chief asset, because it does not 
have to meet theatrical standards. 

Chautauqua without guarantees 
and not needing any. Guaranteed 
by the power and the countrywide 
blanket of radio. Reaching and 
bringing out a class of people who 
may have seen Cecil DeMille’s ‘King 
of Kings,’ but probably only when 
it was old enough to be available for 
the church basement, and who cer- 
tainly regard the commercial the- 
atre as allied to devilment. 

Will these same people make an 
exception and patronize RKO and 
other film parlors to see ‘Way Back 
Home’? That will make an inter- 
esting phenomenon, either way, in 
the answering to come, as that's 
Radio’s talker for Parker and what's 
all the fuss about. Land. 





Time Bureau Folding 
Chicago, Nov. 2. 

Advertisers Radio Service, station 
representative outfit, will drop out 
by Nov. 15. Decision to fold was 
reached finally at an executive 
meeting at Detroit last week. 

Advertisers Service represented 
27 of the ace stations of the coun- 
try, and had been in business only 
about seven months. William 
Hedges, of WMAQ, and W. G. Ram- 
beau were in active charge of the 
office here 





Cesst Strlien’s Casta 


Week-end Personals 


San Francisco, Noy. 2 


Radio people will get their first 
chance at script stuff in personal 
appearances when members of 
NBC's ‘Spotlight Revue’ get going 
on a current plan to do musicomedy 
in northern California theatres and 
auditoriums over the weekends. Ted 
and Grant Maxwell and Lloyd 
Campbell are working on it, with 
first date tentatively set for Novy. 8 
in San Jose. 

Idea is to commercialize the popu. 
larity of ‘Spotlight Revue's’ cast 
most of whom have been on the 
Saturday night hour and a half pro. 
gram for almost two years, and 
some of whom are vaude and stock 
recruits. Spotlight is sponsored by 
an oil company. 

NBC’s connection with the plan is 
through its Artists Bureau, all cast 
members being booked by the 
bureau in return for the usual com. 
mish. 

First show will be ‘Sleepy Valley 
Sally,’ one of Ted Maxwell's own 
scripts. It will be played for sey. 
eral Sundays and Fridays around 
here. Hope is for a week or more 
at one of the local legit houses, with 
the show augmented by a line of 
girls and other specialties. 

Show will have to gross around 
$1,000 a night to profit, as the cast 
is sizeable and includes such NBC 
names as Maxwell, Bobbe Deane, 
Fernice Berwin, Bennie Walker, 
Harold Peary, Capt. Bill Royle, 
Olive West, the Coquettes, Charlie 
Marshall, Johnnie O’Brien and Wal- 
ter Beban, with an eight-piece or- 
chestra. 

Several years ago Maxwell had 
the Burke-Maxwell Players, drama- 
tic stock crew, around here. 


Nat’! Ass’n Officers 


Detroit, Nov. 2. 

At the ninth annual conventior 
held here last week the National 
Ass'n of Broadcasters elected Harry 
Shaw, of WMT, Waterloo, Ia., pres- 
ident. First v. p. J. J. Story, 
WTAG, Worcester, Mass.; second 
v. p.. Paul W. Morency, WTIC, 
Hartford, and treasurer, M. A. How- 
lett, WHK, Cleveland. All officers 
elected for one year. 

Board of directors on a three- 
year term are Henry A. Bellows, 
WCCO, Minneapolis; Leo Fitz- 
patrick, WJR, Detroit; Walter 
Damm, WTMJ, Milwaukee; Quinn 
Ryan, WGN, Chicago, and E. B. 
Craney, KGIR, Butte. 

The biggest array of talent ever 
to appear locally was present at the 
convention’s banquet. Talent in- 
cluded Gene and Glenn, two of the 
Three Doctors, Charlie Hamp, Tony 
Babooch, Four Mills Bros, Ray 
Perkins, The Street Singer, Tom 
Manning, Jack Turner, Charlotte 
Myers, Pat Harrington, Walter Lo- 
gan, Wendall Hall and Helen 
Thomas Bucher. 

Benny Kyte and orchestra fur- 
nished the music. Program was not 
broadcast. 


Creditors Want Belle 


Reno, Nov. 2. 

Belle Livingstone is back at the 
Cowshed. Belle and her two part- 
ners in the Reno night club had @ 
battle a week or so ago and Belle 
was given the gate. 

‘Creditors of the place swooped 
down on the two remaining part- 
ners and wanted to know why bills 
were not being paid. They found 
Belle’s absence was putting a crimp 
in the cash receipts so they sus 
gested the glad-hand hostess be 
enthroued again on her milking 
stool. 

Belle threw a party in a royal 
manner to celebrate her return to 
the Cowshed and now the cash res- 
ister tinkles merrily again. 











WB’s Air Accounts 
Hollywood, Nov. 2. 

Homer Fickett and Randy —" 
writer and production manager ° 
the radio department of Batten 
Barton, Durstine & Osborne, here 
from New York to make 26 air re 
cordings at Warners. t 

Brunswick also recording series ° 
radio disks at WB titled ‘The Hoot- 
ers.’ 


Ferte-Kuster Move ; 
Cleveland, Nov. - 


- rete 

Joe Ferte and Sam Kuster, ant 
eran local air team is og 9 
WHK's staff to go with WGAR. as 
compa™: 


clothing 
spot. 


Will do a 


broadcast at the new 
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Disc Reviews | 





By Bob Landry 





Chicago, Nov. 2. 

Noe! Coward 
‘ wictor 22819) This astonishingly 
Witile young Englishman brings 
voice and a vocal manner to discs 
that whatever else may be thought 
“ at least a departure from the 


or that 
al. And for 
ae must be vouchsafed by anyone 


some prati- 


overfed on the monotony of phono- 

vaph pabulum. whats 

Beerrictly considered, his is not a 
ranks or rates. It's a 


ic at 
ger tn reasonably pleasant, able 
to stagger in with the melody un- 
desecrated, but not robust or par- 
ticularly resonant. He is on the 
wax as he is on the stage, because 
nis various talents merge into a re- 
markable individual. — : 

He is not only the singer in this 
case, but the composer and libret- 
tist. ‘Any Little Fish’ with a 
sprightly fiuted musical background 
is of that species of love ballad 
originated by Cole Porter and con- 
gisting of comparisons with the 
physical competencies and peculiar- 
ities of the fish, animal and vege- 
table world. It’s gay, easy in its 
cerebral demands and a pretty tune 

Reversing is ‘Half Caste Woman,’ 
another of several recent examples 
of Cowardiana bespeaking the im- 
pressions of his round-the-world 
tour. It’s dramatic, and a great 
framework for one of those song- 
stories that delight artistic revue 
impresarios like Charles B. Coch- 
ran. 

This release, all in all, may be 
urged upon the better class buyer 
or in the more elite shops. 

Knute Rockne 


At least it’s supposed to be. And 
it sounds like the late wizard of the 
Notre Dame gridiron. Full title of 
release is ‘Knute Rockne Talks to 
His Team,’ with a parenthesis ‘From 
the motion picture, “Spirit of Notre 
Dame.”’ That wording is somewhat 
suspicious in that it tends to give 
an impression without actually say- 
ing it. 

Rockne or Farrell McDonald, the 
actor, it’s still a dandy pep talk 
packed with that sort of football 
locker room virility so much es- 
teemed and so often dramatized in 
these lands. Many will buy it and 
thrill to it, including alumni. To 
make it seem more authentic, the 
Notre Dame military band plays 
the official ‘Victory March’ on the 
other side. 

Chocolate Dandies 


(Columbia 2543) ‘Bugle Call Blues’ 
and ‘Dee Blues’ are for the con- 
genital addict. Its shrill lowdown- 
ness possesses little to mark it 
apart from the general outpouring 
of blatant negroids. In other 
words, a lot of noise. 

Benny Goodman 

(Columbia 2542) ‘Help Yourself 
to Happiness’ carries this one if it 
may be said to achieve successful 
portage over the isthmus of indif- 
ference. Neither as recording or as 
orchestration has Herr Goodman 
been inspifed. A certain tinniness 
suggests that the title of the com- 
panion piece, ‘Not That I Care,’ 
may speak for most phonophiles. 

Cloverdale Club 

(Okeh 41520) For the partisans of 
slow fox-trots this orchestra gives 
two probable favorites, ‘Kiss Me 
Good Night, Not Good-Bye’ and 
Why Dance?” For the last stages 
of an exhausting evening or when 
dreamy mood needs sustenance. 

ve Ted Weems 

(Victor 22822), This Chicago 
bandsman has progressive notions 
and for that he is worthy of a kind 
Word even when, as in this case, the 
novelty doesn’t quite seem to jell. ‘I 
Love a Military Band,’ for instance, 
suffers from melody aenemia. It 
never quite becomes anything in 
Particular even with the vocalizing 
abettment of Parker Gibbs. 

Weems and his hired boy, Coun- 
try Washburn, wrote ‘Oh, Mo-nah!’ 
vane Washburn plays on _ his 
arynx. This reveals the versatile 
‘Ones of the Weems bunch, for 
4 h, Mo-nah’ as written and as ren- 

“ley can compete with the more 
abandoned exuberances of the Ne- 
fro bands. That may mean some- 
thing over the counter. 


Blanche Calloway 
(Victor 22641). Between one sizz- 
ond and the next the choice comes 
“own to fine points and is possibly 
dangerous guessing. Miss Calloway, 
cfaming hot, beats a number 


ele 


ments of barbaric splendor. Hence 


Need Lovin’ may find a responsive 
market, 

(Vi Russ Columbo 
youthe en 22802). Many _ robust 
tavea are a-chirp in the deep oc- 
vocal, There’s gold in them thar 
tay cellars, it seems. Not that any- 
pror , would _ discourage anything 
teh ae relief from the shower of 
much nj Pd 80, unable to work up 
rm fo enthusiasm, it is still possible 
,. U&eest that Signor Columbo’s 
int  vttine is easier to bear than a 
ine a the higher-pitched boys who 
_. their way on to the shellacked 


Pancakes 
“weet and Lovely’ and ‘You Call 








black ana blue. Her attack possesses | 


_here’s Rhythm in the River’ and| 





Rain Checks on Dance, 
Band Gets Lost Enroute 


Fairmont, W. Va., Nov. 2. 
R. E. Knight, manager of local 
Warner theatres, and Jimmy | 
| 
; 





Brownfield drew a crowd of nearly 
000 to the Armory here to hear and 
dance to Dave Harman’s orchestr: 
Scheduled to begin at 10 p. m. only | 
eight pieces had arrived at that 
hour. 
Band, however, arrived next day | 
the dance held again that | 
night with the admission cut to 75 | 
cents. Those who paid $1 each the |! 
first night had to be satisfied. | 
Just an unfortunate break. Or- 
chestra attempted to drive from 
New York and got lost on the way. 
Knight couldn’t do much about it. | 

} 

| 

| 


and 





If he’d offered to refund, he would 
have been swamped. 





MUFFLING THE DOC | 


Brinkley Off Air Personally in Mex, 
But Station Still On 
Dallas, Nov. 2. 

Effort of federal radio commish 
to stop Dr. John Brinkley from 
spieling through XER, Mexico’s ace 
broadcaster at Villa Acuna by re- 
mote control from Kansas, is seem- 
ingly washed up. 

Commish officially informed Mex 
government that Brinkley’s license 
for KFKB, Milford, Kans., had been 
revoked, due to the goat gland bally. 
However, no request made of Mex- 
ico to do likewise, that decision be- 
ing figured as the neighbors’ own 
business. 

Evidently the Washington kick 
had some effect in that the Mex 
authorities went as far as to pro- 
hibit the doc from personal broad- 
XER has a 75,000-watt trans- 
mitter, stronger than any inthe U.S. 


Publishers Slight Songs 
On Word of Leaders 


Songwriters are doing a lot of 
complaining regarding the manner 
in which publishers have of late 
begun to treat songs. 

The tunesmiths say if a song 
doesn’t catch on from the begin- 
ning, the publishers won’t waste 
any time but will discard it. 
Claim the publishers show the song 
to some of the better known bands 
and if it’s disliked by those few 
band leaders, the publishers won't 
give it any more work. 

In the old days, say the song- 
writers, it was mass appeal that 
counted in putting a song over and 
the publishers worked hard to put 
their songs before the masses. 





casts. 








Friedman at Song Guild 

Harold Spina parted with’ the 
Song Hit Guild, 19c. sheet music 
company, last week. 

His place was filled yesterday 
(Monday) by Al Friedman, who will 
have charge of the professional de- 
partment. 

Spina left Song Hit Guild to de- 
vote all his time to songwriting. 





Three-Tongue Lyrics 
Culver City, Nov. 2. 

Songs by Nacio Herb Brown for 
Pola Negri’s ‘A Woman Commands’ 
at Pathe will be translated into Ger- 
man and French for foreign showing 
of the picture. 

Miss Negri will sing in French 
and German. 


Coslow for RKO 
Hollywood, Nov. 2. 

Sam Coslow, songwriter under 
contract to Paramount, is angling 
for a leave of absence to take a 
stage band out for RKO vaude. 

Harry A. Romm wants the song- 
writer-entertainer with a N. Y. radio 
outlet also on the tapis. 








~~ 


It Madness,’ both slower than slow, 
are combined. 
London Novelty Orch. 

(Col. 2533). That familiar but 
generally unidentified light stand- 
ard, ‘The Mosquitos’ Parade,’ is 
deftly done by this English group. 
Reversing is a xylophone solo, ‘Clat- 
ter of the Clogs,’ by Rudy Starita. 
Rather a nice release along the out- 
of-the-way. 

Kalua Dandies 

(Okeh 415222). Regular Hawaiian 

euyitar stuff. ‘When the Moon Comes 


|arbitrarily ordered off the air and| 
| their 
i signed to others. 


iit was WIBO which lost out. 





Over the Mountains’ and ‘Love Let- 
ters in the Sand’ are twanged out 
in metallic placidity. 


| music 


— 








Radio-Union L. A. Tiff 


o 


Hollywood, Nov. 2. 

Salaries of radio musicians have 
been let down by the union to 5/7’s 
of the old scale for all broadcast- 
ing between six and 10:30 in the 
morning. 

Meantime committees for the mu- 
sician’s union and radio stations 
are still wrangling over stations’ 
announcement that they will cut 
30% off all existing salaries. 

Demands for time changes and 
salary increases on part the 
union have been withdrawn but not 
abandoned, according to the mu- 
Sicians, 


STATION ORDERED | 
OFF AIR IN CHICAGO} 


9° 


e 
UL 








Chicago, Nov. 
For the second time in two weeks 
Chicago stations have 


some been 


time and wave lengths as- 

Newest victims of the . Federal 
Radio Commission are WCHI and 
WJAZ, with WCKY of Covington, 
Ky., again the beneficiary, as once 
before about a year ago. Last week 


Time a year ago when the Cov- 
ington station won out over a Chi- 
cago station was when its owner, L. 
B. Wilson influential Republican 
publisher and politician, obtained 
four of the eight hours which WCHI 
then had. 

WCHI will appeal to the Court of 
Appeals now, as WIBO has already 
done. 

Winfield Caslow, crusader against 
chain operation, has been using 
WCHI for nine months and is very 
widely followed in Chicago, with re- 
percussions on this angle and hints 
of prejudice sure to follow. WCHI 
will contend that the Federal Radio 
Commission is capriciously destroy- 
ing the $200,000 investment of Henry 
and John Weiss. 

Wilson of Kentucky meanwhile 
has agued that public service to 
Kentucky was his reason for ask- 
ing assignment of the Chicago sta- 
tion’s time to Covington. Covington 
is across the river from Cincinnati 
which has several big stations, in- 
cluding the 50,000 watter WLW. 

WJAZ of Chicago is owned by 
Zenith Radio and operates only two 
hours daily. Understood that this 
station, although owned by a mil- 
lionaire, Eugene MacDonald, is more 
or less indifferent, and may not re- 
sist the commission edict. 





MEETING ON SONGWRITERS 


Music Publishers’ Protective As- 
sociation will hold a meeting to- 
morrow (Wednesday) to discuss the 
songwriters’ basic minimum agree- 
ment. 

Although other topics will be 
taken up, meeting was mainly called 
to go over the demands of the Song- 
writers’ Protective Association. 





Piantadosi Follows Kelton 


Frank Kelton, professional man- 
ager for Davis, Coots & Engel, 
switched to Shapiro-Bernstein yes- 
terday (Monday) as exploitation 
manager. 

Davis has taken George Pianta- 
dosi to succeed Kelton. Piantadosi 
started with Davis yesterday. He 
has not been connected with a pub- 
lisher for the past two months, due 


Society's Ist Cut-In Violation Charges 
Are Against Robbins, Turk, Ahlert 


NBC Pusharound Peeves 
Advertiser—Cancels | °° ‘"* 


posers, 





Robbins Music, class A member 
American Society of Com- 


Authors & Publishers, and 





Ninf an or y » 9 ‘ 2 : 
Chicago, Nov. 2. Fred E. Ahlert and Roy Turk, song- 
surne up over the pushing vr . 
Burne - rae Pus | Writer members, have been charged 
around its program got from NBC, | : ; th } ki € 
r: , . yy the society i rez “4 
Wilson Brothers, men’s furnishing| !Y *h® Society with breaking the 
chain, has canceled the remaining|cut-in ruling. These are the first 


|cut-in charges made by the society 
it adopted a resolution ban- 
ning cut-ins seven months ago. 


nine weeks the contract had to go. 
Commercial for the past month has 


been bankrolling a newspaper skit, 


since 


‘Headlines,’ on a twice weekly re-| Charges against Robbins and the 

lease over WENR. | songwriters have been placed in 
During the four-week period the | the hands of Nathan Burkan, at- 

commercial had been asked to shift| torney for the American Society. 


to another schedule spot three Charges are that Robbins is pub- 
times. When told last week that] lishing more than six songs in 
WENR, because of a newly as-j} which radio artists are cut-in. The 
signed network commercial, would|titles of these songs were not 
be unable to take care of the show | divulged. Turk and Ahlert are 


charged with cutting Bing Crosby, 
CBS singer, in on the song, titled 
‘Where the Blue of the Night Meets 
the Gold of the Day,’ which Crosby 
is using as his signature. Society 
ays Crosby had no hand in writing 


and that it would have to be shifted 
to WMAQ, the haberdasher blew up 
and announced all agreements off. 
Same commercial canceled on 
WBBM last summer. Contract there 
had only two weeks remaining. Jam 





resulted from the station's insist-} that song, although credited as a 
ence upon censoring the account’s| co-author. It’s evidence points only 
program credit copy. to the fact that the songwriters 

cut in Crosby, not the publishers, 





DeSylva, Brown & Henderson, 


Follow the Leadeér 


No Meddling, Says Ass’n 


a Society claims that Robbins ad- 
. , mitted declaring artists i its 
Reports circulated to the effect the songs, giving F oe ts in ae > t 
, , ‘ ate : rs £ $ $ reaso é 
Songwriters’ Protective Association : Pao * . : _ , _ 
; : . ; other publishers are doing like- 
is contemplating procuring control ch 
of the American Society of Com- After Robbits and the s 
_ 4 Le ) s < ) - 
posers, Authors & Publishers was} writers answer that - ° ‘chan 
2 : ; S answe ‘ir charges, , 
denied by the S.P.A. after an ex- § 7 ars — 


will be a hearing of the evidence by 
a sub-committee to be appointed by 
the American Society. Penalty will 
then be imposed by the board. 

Under the resolution adopted by 
the American Society, publishers or 
songwriters found guilty of cutting- 
in receive a minimum penalty of 
six-months’ non participation in the 
revenue of the American Society. 
Since Robbins is a class A pub- 
lisher, it would mean a loss to that 
publisher of almost $25,000, judging 
by last year’s income to class A 
publishers in the American Society. 
Songwriters, under the non-partici- 
pating clause, would lose about 
$3,000 on last year’s basis. 


ecutive meeting, Friday (30), in the 
following letter to the society: 

‘Efforts of various kinds have been 
made to create dissension among 
the members of the Songwriters’ 
Protective Association. Rumors 
have been circulated that our pur- 
pose is prejudicial to the welfare 
of the American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors & Publishers. These 
rumors are maliciously untrue. 

‘Our purpose is in every way to 
support the admirable work done 
by the American Society and the 
splendid efforts of its president, 
Gene Buck, to promote the interests 
of those in our profession. 


_ “This communication is addressed The Coon-Sanders band is also 
o you by direction of the Executive) now peing investigated b the 
Council of Songwriters’ Protective] american Society on the eames 
Association embodied in a resolu-| grounds. American Society claims 


tion adopted by a unanimous vote.’ 

tter was signed by M. Koenigs- 
befz, business manager, and the ex- 
ecutive council. 


it has been informed that the Coon- 
Sanders band, at the Hotel New 
Yorker, will not play a song unless 
paid for it. 


BITNER MAY REPLACE 
MILLS AS RADIO’S HEAD 


E. F. Bitner of Feist’s may follow 
E. C. Miils into the post of president 
of Radio Music, according to the re- 
port. It is admitted Mills is out, but 
at NBC, the direct parent of Radio 
Music in the Radio group, it was 
stated Mills will be otherwise at- 
tached to the Radio family, without 
designation mentioned. 

Radio Music was promoted by 
Mills through NBC and with himself 
as president at $75,000 a year. 
Feist’s and Fisher’s are the music 
publishers it became the holding 
company for. 








BIEM FOLDS, MEYERS SCRAMS 


BIEM, organization that holds 
the mechanical rights of foreign 
publishers, closed its New York 
office. Marcel Meyers, managef, 
sails for Paris this week. 

BIEM opened its New York office 
about six months ago, but couldn’t 
get enough action on its copyrights 
over here. 








RKO‘s No. 2 Sweeten 


San Francisco, Nov. 2. 

Second of the Sweeten brothers 
starts waving a baton for RKO 
when Owen takes over the orches- 
tra at the Oakland Orpheum Nov. 
12. For a number of years he has 
been a Fanchon & Marco m. c. on 
the Coast, 

Claude Sweeten is at the RKO 





to illness, 


Radio Music made no showing and 


Golden Gate, here. 
was reported steadily in the red 





Inside Stufl—Music 


Sam Firin, Box 241, Highland Pa 


time vaudé team of Stanley and Firin, and a pioneer song plugger, is 
critically ill from a lingerins ailment. 


in the profession, conditions have 
Firin would like to hear from those 


sonal payroll of one music publisher for two and one-half years until 
cut off entirely recently because of current conditions. 





Singer Cut In—Writer Cut Out 

Biggest surprise with publication of 
Columbo’s theme ditty, was to Dave Silverstein, who says he wrote the 
lyric and couldn’t find his name among the credits. 


tary of the Conrad Music Corp., has 


and says that Gladyes Du Boise brought the title into the office, with 
Con and Paul Gregory writing the melody and Columbo cut in for plug- 


ging, while he did the set of words. 


Music Rep 
Replacing a smell with a song, ‘ 


been spotted in Gloria Swanson’s ‘Tonight or Never’ at United Artists. 
Action of the stage play had a whiff of the now-or-else perfume wafting 
in the window at crucial moments to change the plot. 


Rather than have the picture a se 
zles, music theme was substituted 
by Alfred Ne 


wman and 


a German 


after its formation. Mills was not a 
practical] music publisher, but sold 
the proposition to both sides as the 
music outlet for the Radio made 
talkers, This was hooked in with 
[the lineup or NBC as a plugging 
angle, also the RKO yaude. end of 


rk station, Los Angeles, of the old- the theatres etc, 





Until recently befriended by many 
cut off these past associations and 
who know him. He was on the per- 


INFRINGEMENT SUIT 


Denver, Nov. 2. 

E. K. Menagh of the Star theatre 
is being sued by the Famous Music 
corporation and Gene Buck, as 
president of the American Soc. 
Composers, Authors and Publishers, 
for $250 because he played ‘While 
Hearts Are Singing’ during the 
showing of the film, ‘Smiling Lieu- 
tenant.’ 

The suit is in U. S. district court 
in Denver. 


‘You Call It Madness’, Russ 


Silverstein, secre- 
been having differences with Conrad 


He’s now arguing for credit. 





FOX SUIT IN STATE COURT 

Sam Fox Music suit against ERPI, 
John Paine and publishers, was re- 
manded to the N. Y. State Court 
yesterday (Monday) by Judge Fran- 
cis D. Caffey of the Federal Court. 

Aji future proceedings in this ac- 
tion will be held in the State Court. 


laces Scent 
Tell Me Tonight’, new number, has 


series of closeups of wrinkled schnoz- 
. Lyrics by Bernie Grossman and 
composer, Zeiher. 
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a Peo ee cee oe es Drezd eam cre = ’ ot 
ie = — sees 
i | a TT 
| Montmartre’s ‘Eat All PLANET MARS N ” In im’s Wi og 
be 0 r0 egroes mSUt SUNS rnneim $ rawal 
; > ae (WITH TEXAS GUINAN) ‘ of 
i? ” . 
You Want-90c’ Tips L.A Chicago, Oct. 30. Puts L. A’s Scant N 
te of Re r : o 3; Nov. 2 
: : > * Not since the old tenderloin days F Los Angeles, Nov. “. S e S ite 
3 quimneail on 22nd street has this town’s Three sults charging race discrim- be ° Pe 
444 e a e Hollywood, Nov. 2. night life seen such a ball of fire|ination are on file against Frank 1Z nto Circulati 
a4 Sign of the times is that the snooty |as Texas Guinan brought with her. | Sebastian, each asking $1,950 dam- On 
fia scemi-exclusiv nt igie mts +. |If the nocturnal imbibers here |ages 
44 * and semi-¢ xclusive Embassy -2ont- | won't go for the kind of show on , ; Los Anz , 
4 agg clubs have merged as such. la 7 ‘ . s “ 1 | Lester Freeman, Henrietta and 40S Angeles, Noy 9 
/}Guinan puts on, they may as we eee ae, 
14 |! " ° Dia In the Montmartre room, on} rina rags te Ph, Prasic| to fake burg |Frank LaMothe, colored, charge With the Gus Arnheim band 9 
i 4 a u Ps I : &- a. - i : * ? 
Wednesday luncheon with dance | Onl hi I lel the | they were refused admission to the | of Cocoanut Grove last Saturday Wp 
. Ta ? . ea nly > f ay slay al . ty a ne 
music by Edward Ward-Neil Litt |G jinan nag ," at chi thi s o set = | Cotton Club, which has a colored|the three other class night dean of tt 
a , : ; ; an drag is possibly e loc: ( lg . ; t ? . . ee" > RoR a ‘ 3 
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We Take Pleasure in Announcing the Appointment of 
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MANAGER OF EXPLOITATION 


Mr. Kelton takes this opportunity of express- 
ing his sincere gratitude to his many loyal 
friends in the profession who have helped 


make possible this executive appointment 


FRANK KELTON. 


SHAPIRO, BERNSTEIN & Co.. Inc. 


mile: 


-.. Music Publishers 


“Capitol Theatre Building Cor. Broadway & 51st St., New York 
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professional Football 
Shuts Philharmonic 
Off—Ace Sustainer 


Chicago, Nov. 2. 

Wholesale shifting yesterday (1) 
of the Columbia programs from 
wMAQ, coincident with N sC S take- 
over of the station's operation, left 
ere’ ace sustaining program of the 
wesk and its most costly program, 
the New York Philharmonic orches 


tra, without a local outlet. WGN,| 
Columbia's new Chicago release, had 
the time required for the music 


proadcast sold to the Charles Denby 
cigar for play-by-play broadcasting 
of local professional football games 
Contract for the latter runs for the 
duration of the football season or 
through Christmas, 

WMAQ unloading also found Col- 
jJumbia without substitute spots for 
its two Sunday religious programs, 
the Columbia Church of the Air and 
the Rev. Donald Grey Barnhouse. 
Though not so sanguine about the 
sermon broadcasts, the network 
figures on inducing one of its other 
local affiliates, WJJD, to pick up 
part of the Philharmonic’s two- 
hour performance. 

Despite its failure to take care of 
the Sunday sustainings, WGN has 


Joaded itself up with 46 Columbia 
programs, 37 of these having been 
formerly carried by WMAQ and 


the remaining nine by WBBM. 1- 
though Columbia’s time-buying con- 
tract with the ‘Trib’ outlet calls for 
a maximum of 21 hours a week, the 
new hookup is unable to provide a 
thrice weekly release for the Bar- 
basol show. NBC has consented to 
let the latter stay on WMAQ for the 
time being. 


100-Watt Coast Hookup 


Hollywood, Nov. 2. 

A chain of 100-watt stations is 
being moulded by Ben McGlashen, 
who owns KGFJ. First hookup will 
be with KREG, Santa Ana, and 
KFXM, San Bernardino, with 25 
more low-watters coming in on the 
coast if idea is a success. 

Heavy telephone line toll charges 
is biggest handicap, price for a 
direct wire to San Bernardino, 65 
miles away, being $300 weekly. 





Mills’ Steady Spot 

Mills Bros. start a series of thrice 
weekly CBS broadcasts. tonight 
(Tuesday). Colored quartet will be 
on Tuesday, Thursday and Satur- 
day. Freddie Rich’s orchestra will 
be spotted with the Mills. 

Heretofore the Mills were spotted 
on CBS intermittently. 








oB TION 
Wi99 SEVEN, yORK 


TALENT CHARGES NOT UP 


Music Copyright Merely Mentioned 
At Detroit Convention 
Detroit, Nov. 2. 
At the annual N. A. B. convention 
held here last week the long ex- 
pected discussion on talent charges 
for radio failed to take place. It 
was the undiscussed feeling to leave 
this situation to be handled by the 
individual 
Music 





stations. 


copyright was not brought 
up except that the report was made 
by the legislative committee that 
the Vestal Bill had been defeated 
and that there was nothing else sug- 
gested so far of similar nature. W. 
|S. Hedges stated that the committee 


in charge of copyright had 
municated with the American 
ciety of Composers suggesting a 
joint meet with a committee ap- 
pointed them to discuss some 
mutually favorable arrangement. It 
was suggested, said Hedges, that 
this meeting be held before the 
convening of the convention of the 
N.A.B. but that to daic nothing has 
been heard from the ASC, 

W. 8S. Hedges stated also that 
there was a growing feeling among 
the stations that certain charges 
should be made for studio rehearsals 
under certain conditions. Such 
charges should be made said Hedges 
“When the agency provides their 
own talent and produces the pro- 
gram itself.’ 


com 
So- 


by 





No X-Country Sponsors; 
Coast Advertisers Tight 


San Francisco, Nov. 2 
tight now theres a big scurry on 


among western radio sales crews 
to peddle a transcontinental pro- 
fram to a Coast manufacturer. 


Currently there’s not a single spon- 
sored program leaving the Pacific 
for the Atlantic, although there are 
a number of sustaining periods. 

There have been but two spon- 
sored transcontinental hours that 
have ever reached the Eastern 
Coast from the West. One was 
for Del Monte over NBC for 15 
weeks, ringing in a flock of film 
celebs for a brief mike appearance. 
Other was for Sunkist over CBS, 
which had Louella Parsons blurb- 
ing about film people. 

Radio execs admit there is a 
searcity of potential advertisers on 
the Coast, since most national firms 
maintain head offices either in New 
York or Chicago. However, there 
are a few hot prospects, and these 
are being given the big rush right 
now. With these few prospects, 
execs claim it’s merely a matter of 
education since they’re not used to 
laying out huge sums for ether 
advertising out here. It’s not a mat- 
ter of talent or production. 


Air College 


Syracuse, N. Y., Nov. 2. 

Syracuse University’s ‘college of 
the air,’ station WMCA, will be 
dedicated Nov. 10. Station shares 
air time with WSYR, Hotel Syra- 
cuse. 

Kenneth G. Bartlett will be sta- 
tion manager. Fred Carroll and 
William McGrath, announcers. 








Dixon’s Return 
San Francisco, Nov. 2. 
Sydney Dixon is program director 
of KYA, succeeding George Taylor. 
Taylor remains as staff artist to 
m. ec, the Sunshine and On With the 
Show programs. 
KYA, independently operated, is 
owned by NBC. 











LEADING ORCHESTRAS DIRECTORY 
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| JOSEF CHERNIAVSKY | 


SYMPHO-SYNCOPATORS 


J Incorporated 
ust finished 20 sensational weeks at 
Greater Hotel 


Gibson and WLW, Cin- 
einnati. 





Now En Route Ohio 
, Theatres and Ballrooms 
For Open Time Address: Foster Ener, 
{01 Palace Theatre Bldg., Cincinnati, O. 


JACK CRAWFORD. 








“THE CLOWN PRINCE OF JAZZ” 
and His ORCHESTRA 


Currently Featured at 
GEO. OLSEN’S CLUB 
CULVER CITY, CALIF. 

Directlon—Masic Corp. of Amer. 
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| MAX FISHER _ 





AND HIS CALIFORNIANS 
Touring RKO Circuit 


Exclusively WEBER-SIMON AGENCY 
Palace Theatre Bldg., New York 





| TED LEWIS | 


OHIO, COLUMBUS, OHIO 
Exelusive Columbia Recording Artist 


WM. MORRIS AGENCY 
Personal Representative 
H. HAROLD GUMM 
1540 Broadway New York 





L. A. Stations Reopen 
Union Defi with Cut 


Los Angeles, Nov. 2. 
Musician-radio wage squabble. 
which was temporarily settled when 
the union tabled the _ threatened 
raise in prices until a more oppor- 
tune time, is expected to break out 





again with the cutting down of 
men at KFI and hours of employ- 
ment at KHJ. 

One of the conditions of the ar- 
mistice made by musicians was 
that the notices to all local members 
playing for broadcasting, as given 
by all local stations, be rescinded 
Action of KFI in continuing that 
|}notice to its 25 men and then re- 
hiring about 15 of them, and the 
cutting down number of hours by 
KHJ, which employs the largest or- 
chestra, points to a reopening of the 
case by the local. 

Broadcast execs are sticking to- 
gether here for the first time and 


displaying a solid front against all 
attacks and difficulties. 


Flat Rate for State Chain 


Detroit, Nov. 2. 

A new state chain has just been 
announced with a state coverage 
and banded together only for the 
purpose of selling time as a group. 
All individual stations and offering 
a flat rate for all four stations. It 
is expected that three more sta- 
tions will be added later. 

The stations are WFDF, Flint; 
WJBK, Detroit; WIBM, Jackson, 
and WELL, Battle Creek, 








SOCIAL ITEM 


Junior League Establishes Branch 
at NBC 


Chicago, Nov. 2. 

Those beauteous damsels who 
rustle elegantly through the austere 
corridors of NBC at the Merchandise 
Mart are pedigreed as well as glori- 
fied. 

With bated breath executives 
whisper that one of their hostesses 
iz a member of the Junior League. 
Everyone seems inordinately proud 
of the fact that she an 
afternoon off every now and then to 
take tea with Mrs. Rockefeller Mc- 
Cormick. 

Another of the stately misses who 
radiate sex appeal from a reception 
desk is the niece of the ex-governor 
of Wisconsin. Still another is from 
the family of a lieutenant-governor. 

It is not revealed just what this 
background is supposed to imply. 
Perhaps it enables the girls in some 
subtle way to separate the distin- 
guished callers from the riffraff. It 
has been suggested by some persons, 
possibly full of envy, that it would 
be a good idea if the Ziegfeld bri- 
knew more about NBC and 
less about society. 

This may be due to the fact that 
the girls are constantly moved from 
department to department and don't 


has to take 


gade 


get to know Mr. Smith from Mr. 
Jones. 
LITTLE ON CBS 
Little Jack Little will be guest 


artist with Guy Lombardo orchestra 
on CBS, Nov. 9. 
Little until recently 


was under 


—— 


CHI RADIO PHONEYS 
LED BY FURRIERS 


Chicago, Nov. 2. 

Loca] radio advertising is coming 
to the attention of the Chicago Bet- 
ter Business Bureau, which is start- 
ing a campaign to brighten up the 
dark spots that are gathering 
around some of the cheaper studios. 
BBB is calling a general meeting to 
discuss the rights and wrongs of the 
radio spiels, and endeavoring to get 
concerted action among the stations 
to kill off unethical sales talks. 

Not much antagonism is expected 
from the majority of the transmit- 
ters, with only a couple of the lower 
outfits in neighborhoods 
figured to give much trouble. Larger 
sections are all affiliated with 
newspapers which have had long 
dealing with the Bureau, with the 
dailies having worked hand-in-hand 
with the better business outfit. 

Stations locally have been expect- 
ing the arrival of the Business Bu- 
reau into their midst, with the only 
question being why they arrived so 
late in the game. Things have been 
pretty blackened among the indie 
stations as far as the advertising 
the present season is the 
climax of fake claims. Fur adver- 
tisements is the particular bad boy 
at present, not only with the radio 
staticns but with the newspapers. 
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Edwin Taylor now featured ore 
ganist at the Alabama, Birmingham. 
House has been without an organ- 
ist for about three years. Tylor 





NBC contract. 


hails from the Coast. 
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BLOSSOM 


SEELEY 








AND HIS MUSIC 


Now Playing at 
THE CLUB RICHMAN 





Direction: MUSIC CORP. OF AM. 


Marmola On WIBO-WCHI 
Chicago, Nov. 2. 

fully recorded on discs, 

over 40 











Marmola 
starts on the air on Nov. 8, 
etations. 

Two Chicago transmitters, WiIBO 
and WCHI, will take the 15-min- 
utes platters. 
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‘*GIRL CRAZY’’ 


GARRICK THEATRE, CHICAGO 
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‘VARIETY’ 
SEELEY 
Crooning 
Sustaining 
WGN, Chicago 


OCT. 27 
and FIELDS 


Crooning doesn't the 
half of it. 
ably 


and 


tell story. 
Radio would prob- 
classify Blossom Seeley 
Benny Fields. That's for 
convenience. But it needs ampli- 
fying. What they do to a number 
is not simply to croon it or ren- 
der it softly and sweetly. They 
build a song tnto a miniature pro- 


duction. They make a story out 


Or 


£0 








is something radio should 
embroider its call letters into, 
Since rudio is limited to three or 
four different kinds of programs, 
anything that can bring a new 
twist or an enhanced technique 
ought to be given sober consid- 
eration. What’s more to the point 
therefore than talent backed by 
experience and ideas that can 
make a song program unique and 
different? 

In that maiter of giving a num- 
ber ‘continuity’ radio should not 
be deceived. A clear understand- 
ing of what is meant and implied 
should exist. It is not the conti- 
nuity of a typical radio writer. 
Most of them can't tell time, 
It’s the continuity of vaudeville, 
that lubrication that means so 
much, that makes the possessors 
of it stand out. Blossom Seeley 
and Benny Fields have been sing- 
ing songs in vaudeville and re- 
vues for 15 years. And have been 
paid good money for doing it. 

A number of radio appearances 
in Chicago were publicity gestures 
by the team for their show, ‘Girl 
Crazy.’ They were on WCHI, 
WBBM and WGN, with the latter 
broadcast of a Sunday afternoon 
caught and giving the convincing 
sample. Both have ‘hot’ voices, 
and Fields’ baritone obligato to 


Miss Seeley'’s heated melody is 





abundantly persuasive. 





Land. 
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BROADCASTING BETWEEN PERFORMANCES OF 





NEW YORK ‘TIMES’ 


“Blossom Seeley made 


anthems.” 


the 
rafters ring with Gershwin’'s jazz 


ASHTON STEVENS 


“What a jazz that ‘I Got 
Rhythm’ is when served and 
sung as it was last night by 


Blossom Seeley.” 


CHICAGO ‘AMERICAN’ 
Seeley rides high, 
handsome...stops the 


“Rlossom 
wide and 
snow.” 
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heavy on comedy and good lookers 
moved nimbly through an hour and 
three quarters stretch, and even 
among the quintet of tryouts re- 
vealed a liberal amount of promis- 
ing talent. If last week’s booking 
standard can be maintained for a 
while, it looks like another season 
of Tuesday night turnaways 


Bill's first five spots were filled by 
a succession of preview guests. 
Opening chord from the pit boys 
brought Boyd and Hanlon, a gouple 
of neat-looking grads from some 
Y. M. C. A. gym, who showed the 
makings of a good hand-balancing 


team. Though visibly nervous and 
slightly awkward in timing their 
routine, the lads put themselves 
through a fairly difficult flock of 


balancing bits without a single slip 
or mishap, earning a deserved noisy 
sendoff. 


Deuce had _ precocious’ Bernie 
Grunker on for a snatch at the 
Morton Downey crown. Bernie 


quavered a couple of sob ballads 
such as ‘He Never Had a Home 
Sweet Home,’ accompanied by ap- 
propriate gestures, and the femme 
faction remarked ‘ain’t he nice’ and 
gave him a motherly ovation. He 
was the only strictly amateur tinge 
to the show. 

Mixed pair of collegiates, Garrett 
and Thompson, succeeded Bernie 
and after a slow and awkward start 
set themselves in solid. Personal- 
ity here counted more than experi- 
ence and ability. Girl had alot of 
it, irresistibly accentuated by a 
knitted outfit that tickled the eye 
and helped make her end of the 
gag delivery sound much niftiér 
than they otherwise would. Young- 
sters could easily pick up some more 
chuckle patter and stand wide im- 
pr vement in their clog routine. 
But youth and personality will out, 
and the customers agreed they were 
promising. 

Ratke Sisters, next took the apron 
for a smart smattering of foot and 
body juggling. It was a novel spec- 


tacle for vaude and _ registered 
unanimously. 
Smoother pacing of lines and 


business would have helped the last 
of the tryout setup, billed as 
“Breaking Out.’ This comedy gim- 
gack is nothing new to vaude. Cast 
is made up of a blackface pair, a 
cop and a pilfered chicken, and 
what happens needs no retelling. 
To the Englewood habitues the mess 
of hoke looked new and the laugh 
reaction listed the turn as one of 
the evening’s prime favorites. 


Bernice and Thelma Bow filled the 
next breach with something both 
soothing to the eye and ear. Girls 
specialized in trickly phrased com- 
edy song numbers and held them 
interested and applauding from 
start to finish. Roy Francis and an 
unbilled gangling comic uncorked a 
wealth of lowdown hoke, obviously 
picked from far and many that 
pulled a steady ripple of midsector 
merriment, 

‘Vogues of 1931,’ touted a good- 
looking quartet of steppers and war- 
blers and disclosed exceptional 
touches of class in the dance bits 
and dressing of the act. Dancing 
team snapped off an acrobatic waltz 
and bowery number that lifted this 
turn far above the small time aver- 
age. Melange of highkicks and der- 
vish whirls by the girl solo also im- 
pressed highly. 

Joe Christy, who had been m. c.ing 
the proceedings, stepped out to do 
his own turn in the next-to-shut 
and piled up the record laugh re- 
turn of the night. A deft hard- 
working comic who fitted into this 
family spot perfectly and made 
every flip of the lingual and every 
gesture count. Has an expert stooge 





feature. 


the Third.’ Cast 
Briggs, Ruth 
Peterson, 


Costello, 
Beatrice Emerson, 
jJraham and Henrietta Mangrum, 


Uptown Players started its sixth 
season with Rachel Crother’s ‘Mary 


includes Donald 
Kathryn 
John 





WASH’'GTON, D.C. 
Fox (6) 
‘Around Wor:d’ I 


H & F Usher 

Nord & Jeanne 
Tex Morrissey Co 
Phyllis DuBarry 
Globe Trotters 
WOR’STER, MASS. 
Palace (6) 
‘Tomorrow's Stars’ 





Bernie 
Mary 
Wanda 
Anderson & 
Zetma-Fern Dale 
Buddy 
Chiyo Kadomatsu 
He'en Ireland 

Dorothy 
Theal Nelson 
Rudy 


Bills Next Week 


(Continued from page 39) 


& Walker 
Miles 
Allen 
Allen 


& Gretel 


Welch 


Kaye 





LONDON 





BRIXTON 
Astoria 
Ambrose, Ma’f’r Bd 
Finsbury Park 
4 Malinoffs 
Eddie Windsor 
Violet Brooks 
Old Kent Road 
Lamberti 
Plaza 
Plaza-Tiller Girls 
Par-Tiller Girls 
Helen Howell 3 
Par Male Choir 
Streathem 
M’yf'r Tillerettes 
Mary & Eril 
Paula Ruby 
Ena Ryder 
MANCHESTER 
Paramount 
C’rlt’n-Tiller Girls 
Heltanos 





Tony Bebe & R'nee 


EDINBU RGH 
Empire 
San Marino Bd 
The Charladies 
Cycling Brocks 
Lewis Davenport 
‘Skates’ Gardner 
Chas Ancaster 
GLASGOW 
Empire 
Houston Sis 
2 Especials 
Durante & Massey 
Martin & Holbein 
Rigoletto Bros 


Archie Glenn 
The Bells 
Ike Hatch 
HANLEY 
Grand 
Alexander & Mose 
HULL 
Palace 
‘G'd a f- Ev’ ybody 
Empire 
A C Astor 





Week Nov. 2 


NEWCASTLE 
Paramount 


Eddie Peabody 


STRATFORD 
Empire 


Layton & Johnston 
Uno Togo 
Cal & Nona Kay 


Byron & Byron 
Peter Fannan 
Donald Stuart 


Will Power 


3 Happy Boys 


VICTORIA 
Palace 


The Co-optimists 
George Clarke Co 


The Frilii Tr 
Dora Maughan 


Collinson & Dean 


Norman Long 
3 Australian Boys 


The Melvilles 


Provincial 


Wallington Sis 
Bu-Bu 

Lington Sis 

3 Virginians 
George Betton 
Ella Retford 

Nat Mills & Bobbie 


NOTTINGHAM 
Empire 
Nellie Wallace 
Wright & Marion 
Raymond Smith 
3 Wiere Bros 
Mayer & Kitson 
Golden Wonder 
N Yakota 
Bonetti Bros 
SHEFFIELD 
Empire 
Harry Lauder 
Mile Muriel 
Jack Lane 
G'rt’'ude Concannon 
Zaleski & Estelle 
Carr Lynn 





Cabaret Bills | 





Beaux Arts 


Louise De Lara 
Beaux Arts 56 
Central P’rk Casino 
Morton Downey 
Velos & Yolanda 
Eddie Duchin Orch 


Connie’s Inn 


Fats Waller Bd 

Louise Cook 

Cora Green 

Mae Alex 

Boby Cox 

Glennie Cheesman 

Paul Meeres 

Snakehips Tucker 

Lois Deppe 

Hal Bokay 

3 Sepia Songbirds 

3 Rhythm Kings 
Cotton Club 





RKO STATE-LAKE 
Chicago 


“DEVOTION” 


Ann Harding - Leslie Howard 
Rob’t Williams - 0. P. Heggie 





Cab Calloway 

Leitha Hill 

Aida Ward 

Cora La Redd 

Henri Wessel 

Swan & Lee 

Anise Boyd 

Roy Atkins 

Wells M’rd’cal & T 

Bailey & Wilson 
El Chico 

Manuel Gomez Bd 














THEATRICAL CUT 
FI Maa a 
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Carmencita Salazar 
Spavento 

Trio Crillos 

Brito Br'vo C'nsino 


H’llyw’d Restaur’nt 


Maria Gamberelli 
Reri 





NEW YORK CITY 


Frank Hazard 
Dolores Ray 

3 Speeds 

Caesar & Miml 

Al Katz Orch 
Janssen Hofbrau 


Nat Nazarro Sr 
Ramo & Ruth 


Karee Mooney & N 


Wynne Ralph 
Marty Beck Orch 
Nut Club 

Nutsy Fagan 

The Hartman's 
Red Davis 

Jerry Bergen 

Eton Boys 

Ray O'Hara Orch 
Onkland’s Terrace 
Buddy Kennedy 
Parker & Babb 
Ada Winston 
Frances Mildren 
Mack Owens Orch 


Paramount Grill 
Gertrude Nieson 
Jimmy Ray 
Julie Jenner 
3 Demons 
Jeck & Betsy Recs 
Snooks Rambicrs 

Club Plaza 
Josephine Earl 
Doyle & Dunn 
George Scotti 
Lew Dolgoff 

Russian Arts 





Misha Markoff 
Sascha Leonoff 














NEHER EE ee 


INSTITUTION ef INTERNATIONALE 


shoes for the Stage and Street 


SHOWFOLK’S SHOESHOP—1552 BROADWAY 


Club le Claire 
Billy Gray 
Rick & Snyder 
Dot Myers 
Ruth Fossner 
Kitty Hughs 
Shirley Levine 
Neecee Shannon 
Bart & Crinn 
Marjorie Ryan 


Jeanneane Ford 


Eddie Makins 


Coliege Inn 
Vivian Janis 
Manny Prager 
Pat Kennedy 
Ben Bernie Orch 

Colosimos 
Mary Stone 
Jean Boaz 
Lucille & Laverne 
Herbie Vogel 
Evelyn Miller 
Arthur Buckley 
Marion Moore 
Billy Rogers 
Nddie Perry 
Jimmy Meo Orch 

Embassy 
Lillian Barnes 
Henrique & Peggy 
Phil Friedlander 
Frankie Quartell 


Froiics 
Sammy Walsh 
A & WN Selby 


Lovey” Sis 

Ray & Rose Lyte 
Pauline Belleau 
Charles Agnew 


Golden Pumpkin 
Irene George 


Paramount Club 
Gene Myles 
Edith Blair 
Phil Harrison 
Jack White 


Planet Mars 


Texas Guinan 
Babe Fenton 
Cherie & Tomasita 
Ann Peters 
Ralph Cook 
Richard Lane 
Bobby Carroll 
Rosemary Sill 
Bina Loughlin 
Eula Jarvis 
Ruby Nevins 
Elinor Ross 
Esther Lloyd 
Gertrude Gilpin 
Irving Sewitt Orch 
Rubalyat 


Johnny Lee 
Nina Nelson 
Jane Angel 
Bernice St John 
Harry Linder 
Eddie South Orch 
Show Boat 
Billie Read 
Elsie Du Monte 
Sonny Read 
Fraye Cratura 
Cass Simpson Orch 
Vanity Fair 
Sammy Walsh 
Lafayette & LaV 
Nelle Nelson 
Babe Belmore 
Leo Wolf Orch 


Sally Osman 
Lillian Law 
Al Reynolds 
Maurie Sherman 


Grand Terrace 
Carolynne Snowden 
Vivian Brown 
Dudley Dickinson 


Winter Garden 


Benny Rubin 
Harmony 4 

J & E Torrence 
Kapelle Sis 
Sally Joyce 
Loulse Long 
Irving Aaronson 


Making the Rounds 


(Continued from page 47) 
tana, has been here quietly for some 
time. 

Louella Parsons’ back and work- 
ing hard. 

Jeanette MacDonald in town. 

Russell Mack, who directed Pa- 
tricia Wheeler (Bert and Bernice’s 
heiress) framed Pat's first wages, 
$12.50, in a cut picture frame and 
presented it to the three-year old 
actress, Pat did a bit for Mr. Mack 
in a picture. 

Creighton Hale is the original per- 
ennial juve. 

A cute occurrence at the Warner 
premiere the other night was Jack 
Warner being pushed back and forth 
by two small kids. Jack finally 
asked ’em to stop jostling and the 
kids replied: ‘O, shush, we’re only 
trying to sneak in.’ 

Mrs. Edwin Justus Mayer to the 
hospital for repairs, 











Consolation Marriage 
(Continued from page 27) 


will entertain enough to hold up its 
end on combination bills. Story has 
a sorrowful trait that’s too inborn 
to be easily relieved by even good 
comedy. And good comedy is some- 
thing this talker didn’t get. What 
this type of screen writing always 
needs is a twist or a situation that 
will sock, and that’s something else 
‘Consolation Marriage’ had to do 
without. 

Excepting for a few moments that 
show need of more care in lighting 
or making up the eyes, Irene Dunne 
looks well in her first star role. As 
far as her performance is concerned, 
she does as well here as she did in 
‘Cimarron.’ Her work opposite Dix 
in that talker established her as a 
player. She upholds that rank. 

But more than just nice acting 
and looks is necessary. It’s been 
typically Hollywood studio stuff to 
slip over a bad script when believed 
that a star’s first time ballyhoo 
may cover it up. That hardly ever 
works out successfully. A _ studio 
will think enough of a featured 
woman to raise her to the star level 
in billing and salary, spend all 
that’s necessary to establish that 
rating for her. The next move is 
a debut story, and usually that 
move is the worst. 

It is a lot easier to sell an already 
established star in a bad story, with 
the star likely to square the story, 
than to set up a new one who can't 
draw in a picture that won't draw, 
either. 

Miss Dunne’s wife as she plays 
it here is noticeably similar to the 
Mary Astor wife in another recent 
Radio release, ‘Smart Woman.’ 
Both tried the bravery system when 
their husbands strayed, even to the 
extent of inviting ‘the other woman’ 
out to the family shack. In both 
cases the husband repents. 





a 


This husband is a sports writer 


—<————= 





























Labor claims by 18 employees, 
amounting to $600, were filed 
against William S. Pierce, opera- 
tor of the Hotel Christie. Result 
was taking over of the hotel by a 


Pierce : 
4etCe hag 





contract at 
2aramount for Randolph Scott, 

Ince Investment Co. has attacheg 
an automobile and land owned by 
Thomas J. Geraghty in a guit to 
collect $6,100 claimed due for prop. 
erty rentals. 


ee 
Gypsy Markoff Un Josh Medders - 
Paul Haakon Hollywood Horse 
Balalaika Bd Dave Abrams Orch 
Village Barn Village Mill HQI . YWoO 
Luther & Nell Ev'l’n Nesit Thaw 
Riley & Comfort Ernie Goldman 
Warren & Davis Lou Springer d 
einans and Los Angeles 
°° 9 a . 
Variety’s Chicago Office | a ca 2 i gee 
Blackhawk Earl Hines Orch Variety's” Oifice, 6282 Hollywood Bivd., at Vine St. (Taft Bldg.) 
, Doris Robbins 
WOODS THEATRE BUILDING—CENTRAL 0644-4401 yt AB geese A Les Ambassadeurs Phone Hollywood 6141 
Lucia Garcla Johnnie & Georgie 
Jess Kirkpatrick ocotms da’ Arlier 
Gene Conklin Bee Baxter : ; oP 
Harry Robinson Effie Burton Fanchon & Marco switched head-| receiver for the Christie Hotel a, 
Englewood and assistant chuckle gatherer in! marl Burtnett Orch! Robby Danders liners on two more units, taking! owners of the preperty, +4 
Ten-act spread tossed the preview | the brunette with him. Club Alabam Al Handler Orch | Jing McDonald & Co. out of ‘Fine! been given notice to leave. 
customers last Tuesday night Johnny Jordan Duo topped off the demons at Mack’s Club Feathers’ and sending them to re- oni 
packed all the ingredients of cork-| Stage proceedings with an exciting rag Ps 3 lerre | starry Glyn place Weston & Lyons in ‘Hot His work in ‘The Broken Wing? 
ing family entertainment and | exhibit of tumbling and ladder, table Mary Thorn Lou Blake Java,’ at Toledo. Novelle Bros. in|at the Pasadena Community Pa 
couldn’t help sending them away |#nd chair balancing. Lou King Stoke Moree the ‘Fine Feathers’ spot. house, won a_ term 
' , . 2 fj * , eye ‘Rebound’ (Pathe) was the screen} Anton Lada _ Orch reanne arvey 
happy and_ satisfied. Show was Keith Beecher 





and reporter who has a pretty nice 
suburban castle for a guy covering 
dog shows. He meets his future 


wife in a speak while both are 
drowning love sorrows. Both old 
loves page them later, but they 
stick. A baby counts a lot in the 


moral support. 

An editor and publisher who calls 
his staff a bunch of muggs spends 
so much time getting the couple 
back into clinches, it looks like he’s 
always neglecting his business. The 
part is played okay by John Halli- 
day. Through this actor the direc- 
tor apparently attempted to capture 
some of the success met by Adolph 
Menjou in his characterization in 
‘Front Page.’ Pat O’Brien, the re- 
porter here, was the reporter in 
that film, also. Bige. 





Chicago Grosses 


(Continued from page 51) 


trade. No letup in exploitation 
stunts. Advance sales indicate a 
tilt for the present week. 

‘Green Pastures,’ Illinois (7th 
week) (D-1,365; $3). Apparently on 
the slide. Week's quoted $21,000 
still nicely profitable. Figured on 
fluctuating between $18,000 and 
$20,000 for the next few weeks. 
Agency call has slid off, as well as 
the advance. 

‘Mrs. Moonlight,’ Harris (D-1,084; 
$3). Second of the Drama League 
series. Opened Monday. In for 
four weeks. 

‘Once in a Lifetime,’ Selwiyn (2d 
week) (C-1,086; $3). Reported un- 
der the operating cost at a $13,000 
take. Had are lights a la Holly- 
wood burning in front of the house 
every night of the week. Balcony 
sale continued weak. Trying hard, 
but scheduled to pull out for Boston 
Nov. 14. 

‘School for Scandal,’ Grand (2d- 
final week) (C-1,300; $3). Box 
ofce started to hum in midweek, 
doing a turnaway business on the 
last three performances. Big at 
$23,000. Profitable stay all around. 
Left for a week’s stay in Detroit, 
with New York the next stand, 
Nov. 10. House dark until next 
Sunday (8), when ‘Blossom Time’ 
comes in for its fourth blooming, 
this time on the two-for-one plan. 

‘The Admirable Crichton,’ Er- 
langer (D-1,319; $2.50). Starring 
Walter Hampden and Fay Bainter. 
Came in tonight (2) for a two-week 
run. Earl Carroll’s ‘Vanities’ fol- 
lows. 

‘Third Little Show,’ Great North- 
ern (4th week) (R-1,365; $3). 
Stacked them in the latter part of 
the week to a neat $23,000. Flock 
of newspaper advertising, announc- 
ing stay extension until Nov. 7, 
helped. 

‘Unexpected Husband,’ Adelphi 
(6th week) (C-908; $3). Slipped to 
around $7,500, but easily profitable 
for two more weeks. Fades then to 
make place for ‘Tonight or Never,’ 
starring Fritzi Scheff. 

Other Attractions 

‘Julius Caesar,’ Majestic (D-1,997; 
$3). Take on the second week for 
the Chicago Civic Shakespeare So- 
ciety came within $10,000. Current 
and last week of the troupe's local 
stand offers ‘Hamlet,’ with Fritz 
Lieber in the role. Kansas City 
and St. Louts dates, booked to fol- 
low, are out. Moves instead to Mil- 
waukee, 


$5,000 Shake 


(Continued from page 40) 


tempt to extort money from him. 
The sheriff said he would close the 
dance Thursday night and a good 
time was expected by all, but he did 
not raid until Friday noon. He 
seized Zeke Youngblood, manager, 
stopped the dance, and took off five 
contestants as witnesses, although 





not interfere. 
again. 

At 12:30 o'clock Vice-Chancellor 
Church of the Court of Equity is- 
sued a temporary injunction 
straining the sherif? from interfer- 
ing with the dance. By three he 


The dance went on 


re- 





ordered the prisoners. released, 











which was later done. The Vice. 
Chancellor announced that he wag 
considering having the sheriff in- 
dicted for contempt of court for 
raiding when he knew injunction 
proceedings were under way. The 
sheriff stated he raided the place 
because the performance was beast- 
ly, immoral and illegal. He said it 
shocked every decent sense and was 
a horrible spectacle. He asserted 
that one girl was 14. She said she 
was 17. He also asserted that he 
would bring a complaint for run- 
ning a disorderly house against the 
place. 

Enoch Johnson is a big Repub- 
lican leader in Jersey. It is also 
claimed he has money in the dance. 
A few years ago the police stopped 
a similar dance in Newark on about 
the same grounds, as the sheriff al- 
leges, emphasizing also sanitary 
reasons. 

As filed in the complaint to the 
court made by counsel for Young- 
blood and Ruty, it is stated that 
they were held | * $5,000 by 
Davis, 


Sober Whoopee 


(Continued from page 1) 


promise. It’s a great night for juve. 
niles and the hoodlums, and in 
Houston alone there must have 
been 20,000 people downtown until 
long past midnight. Same goes 
for Fort Worth, Dallas and other 
cities, 

It’s a big thrill for the transients 
in the state at the time. Nobody 
spends any money, but everybody 
yells, blows horns, backfires their 
motors, snaps rubber bands and do 
plenty of feeling. 


Protest Coming 


Texas towns are annually taking 
on the aspect of the original Armis- 
tice Day with thousands of cose 
tumes in evidence, If the list of in- 
jured and property damage keeps 
growing it seems a cinch that the 
authorities will have to step in and 
try to regulate Texas’ mad night. 
As far as theatres are concerned, 
officials meet but invariably decide 
there’s nothing they can do other 
than to remove fronts and lobby 
displays. 

No one believes it until they seé 
it, which may explain why a Texas 
Hallowe’en has never been nation- 
ally publicized. The press may hear 
about it but discount the reports on 
the supposition it’s just a small 
town flare. But the holy zeal for 
mystery making down here is blow- 
ing up Hallowe'en into an actual 
menace for the state. This year's 
explosion will very likely lead to 4 
round-robin protest to the state 
capitol. 


—, 
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one girl fought back. The police did | 


| DOROTHEA ANTEL 


316 W. 72d St. New York City 


The Sunshine Shoppe 


New Assortment of 


CHRISTMAS CARDS READY 


15 Cards in Box—$1.00 Postpaid 
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CHAS. POND’S HIGHLY 
ROMANTIC LIFE ENDED 


London, Oct. 17. 


Named Joseph Pattle, Charles 
Pond, 75, the veteran comedian, died 
in London this week. 

After one of the most romantic 
stage careers in history, he was so 
poor at the end he tried to go to 
the States last year in the hope of 
selling talker scripts. 

Starting by carrying parcels in 
the City at 16, Pond overheard so 
much discussion between financiers 
his savings at 19 were thousands in 
dollars. Some years later he was 
about to launch a scheme involving 








around $6,000,000 when a partner 
ran out on him and his solicitor 
committed suicide. He was ruined 
overnight. 


Turning immediately to the stage, 
he soon became an Alhambra top- 
liner. His most famous sketch, “The 
Fully Licensed Man,” was recited 
over 11,000 times. 

Often poor, though famous, he 
was once summoned to the royal 
palace for a command performance 
when he had only 10 cents in the 
world. He spent it a second hand 
boiled shirt, and walked. 

One of his idiosyncrasies’ was the 
collection of paintings and pianos. 
When desperately poor he had 
something like six or seven pianos 
in various parts of the West End. 
He lent his paintings free to his 
friends so that they would keep 
them for him. 

Until a few months ago Mr. Pond 
was living in a one-roomed home, 
the furniture of which cosisted al- 
most solely of a grand piano. 


ACTOR-WRITER DIES 


Evans Lloyd Succumbs to Poisoning 
From Infected Tooth 
Chicago, Nov. 2. 

Evans Lloyd, 58 (Lloyd and White- 
house), died Oct. 26, two days after 
septicemia set in from an infected 
tooth. In his early vaude days 
Lloyd, whose prestage name was 
John M. Pregarty, collaborated wita 
Jess Brennan on several Bert Wil- 
liams songs, and also wrote num- 








bers with Herman Kahn. At his 
death. he conducted a school for 


voice and dramatics here. 

He is survived by his wife, Grace- 
lyn Whitehouse, and three sons liv- 
ing in Albany, N. Y., John, Paul and 
Robert. Interment in Albany. 


Doris Giltrap at 26 Dies 
In N.V.A. San in Saranac 


Doris Giltrap, 26, acrobatic danc- 
er, died in the NVA sanitarium at 
Saranac Lake, N. Y., Oct. 24 of 
tuberculosis. ' 

In private life she was the wife 
of James Giltrap, New York prop- 
erty man, N.Y. T.P.U. No. 1, who 
survives, 

Miss Giltrap came to the U. S. 
from England with the London Til- 
ler Girls. She appeared with them 
up to two years ago when illness 
forced her to quit. 


7 . 
Stock Actress Dies 

_Trene Gcrdon, .actress, in private 
life wife of William Townshend, ac- 
tor, died Oct. 39, in Bellvue Hos- 
Pital. 

Miss Gordon had appeared mostly 
in stock companies, her last ap- 
pearance was with the Salem 
(Mass.) stock. She had played in 
Support of Andrew Mack in ‘Road 
to Kilarney.’ Among the stocks she 
had been with were Poli New Eng- 
land companies, W. S. Harkins’ 
Players and Plainfield, N. J. 
_Interment in Actors’ Fund plot in 
Kensico cemetery. 





GEO, R. PUCKETT 


San Francisco, Nov. 2. 





George R, Puckett, 60, died Oct. 


92 nft- ; 5 
23 after a lone illness. He was San 
k rancisco’s 


first dance professor, | 

having operated Puckett’s College 
of Dancing for 25 years. | 
' 


About three years ago Puckett re- 
Sisned from a partnership in the 
Balconades ballroom and since then 
was inactive. 








Charles M. Newkirk, 56, artist for 
“ew's Ohio theatre, Columbus, O., | 
died Oct. 30 of heart disease. 










IN MEMORY OF 


FLORENCE MILLS 


ir WIFE 
Who departed this life 
November 1, 1931 


U. S. THOMPSON 





Wagner, Magician, Shot 
By Mgr. Over B. 0. Split 


Randolph Wagner, a chalk-talk 
artist and magician, known profes- 
sionally as Rudolph Van Wagner 
and a member of the Jack Norman 
Players was shot and instantly 
killed after the entertainment in 
Clarksville, Ga. Tuesday Oct. 
Jack 44, manager of the 
troupe, fired the shot following an 
argument regarding the division of 
the box office cash. There were sev- 
eral eye-witnesses. 


"7 
mie 


AY meen 
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Norman, a native of Knoxville. 
Tenn. escaped. Wagner, 36, was a 
native of Erie and had been on the 
road about 18 years. His wife was 
a member of the troupe. 
mains were shipped to Erie, Pa. 
where an Episcopal funeral service 
took place Friday (30). Besides his 
widow, his mother and an uncle and 
aunt of this city survive. 





LOUIS GREENFIELD, SUICIDE 


Theatre Owner, 42, Hangs Himself 
in Frisco Office—No Reason Known 
San Francisco, Nov. 2. 
that baffled friends 
associates, Louis R. 
Greenfield, 42, San Francisco and 
Hawaii theatre owner, hung him- 
self in his local offices Sunday (25). 
Greenfield owned the Mission and 
Fillmore theatres here. He was 
principal stockholder in the Con- 
solidated Amusement Co. of Hono- 
lulu, controllers of the Hawaiian 
film and theatre situation. 
Financial worries were believed 
to have been the cause of Green- 
field’s death. Mission and Fillmore 
have been doing poorly. His Ha- 
waiian interests have not been re- 
turning their usual profit. 
Greenfield was known to intim- 
ates as a stand-patter. He had op- 
posed the talkers since their advent 
and even up to the time of his death 
felt bitter against them. Deceased 
is survived by the widow and a son. 


LLOYD EVANS 
Chicago, Nov. 2. 

Lloyd Evans, 56, songwriter and 
producer, died in Chicago on Oct. 26 
of heart failure. Evans, whose right 
riame was John Tegerty, had been 
resident in Chicago for many years. 
For the last years, he and Mrs. 
Evans operated a school of dra- 
matic art. 

Besides song writing and teach- 
ing, he tried his hand at musical- 
show-writing and producing. 

Widow survives. Burial in Chi- 
cago. 


In a suicide 
and business 








TOMMY MORAN 


Tommy Moran, vaude and bur- 
lesque actor, died suddenly in Chi- 
cago, Oct. 23, “*ter a short illness. 
Moran for years appeared in the 
turn of Fletcher, Ivy and Moran. 

He had appeared with a number 
of former Mutual wheel shows in- 
cluding ‘Bathing Beauties’ and 
‘Hindu: Bellés.’ 

Interment in Chicago. 


VIOLA. ALLEN MARSHALL 

Viola Allen Marshall, 24, of Zieg- 
feld ‘Follies’ for four years, died at 
Waynesburg, Pa., Oct. 26 following 
a prolonged illness. 

Miss Marshall had attained con- 
siderable success as a solo dancer 
and had appeared in musical roles 
when her theatrical career was sud- 
denly terminated in 1928 by illness. 
She was the daughter of Ernest 
Marshall of the Crucible Fuel Com- 
pany mine. 

Burial in Bridgeville, Pa. 





PHILLIP LEWIS 
Phillip Lewis, original conductor 
of the Co-Optimists, died in London 
Oct. 20. 
illness early this month, but strug- 


eled on for a fortnight while con- 


ducting a revival of ‘Monsieur Beau- | 
former, 


which was financed by Sir 


Oswald Stoll. 
At Liverpool his condition became 


caire,’ 


lso alarming he was taken to a hos- 
| pital, where he underwent an oper- 
Lewis went into bankruptcy | 


ation. 

in 1929, at which time he stated his 
only asset was his violin, which 
came under the heading of ‘tools of 


trade.’ 


Kathryn Westcott Dead 

Kathryn Westcott died Oct. 2% 
of pneumonia at her home in 
side, L. IL. 

Miss Westcott was a former pro- 
fessional but in past years had 
been conducting a dancing school 
in Bayside. 


jay- | 





TRANSFUSION FAILS 


E. R. De Tisne Dies in Post Grad- 
uate in Spite of Sacrifice 








Edward Raoul De Tisne, 42, news- 
paper man, actor and stage direc- 
tor, died in Post Graduate Hospital, 
New York, Oct. 29 following sev- 
eral blood transfusions. Mr. De 
Tisne had been directng' the 
‘Princess Charming’ Co in Phila- 
delphia and when members heard of 
his condition they volunteered for 
transfusions. 

Mr. De Tfsne was a sick man last 
summer but despite the advice of 
his doctor insisted on putting on 
the road production of ‘Princess 
Charming.’ Three weeks ago he} 





| became so ill that his removal to a | 
| hospital was necessary. 


His re-} 


j} leading part in ‘Give And Take’ in | 





He was seized with his final 


| survives, 





He was a New Yorker by birth | 
and befor: adopting the stage had 
been a newspaper reporter on the 
old N. Y. ‘Globe’ and N. Y. ‘Amer- 
can.” He was a member of the 
Lambs and Elks. 

He not only managed stock com- 
panies for years but directed them 
in Australia. He was selected by 
Harry Green to play the second 


London and came to New York to 
play for Crosby Gaige in the Chi- 
cago production of ‘Broadway.’ 
Among shows in which he appeared 
in New York were ‘Mr. Money- 
penny,’ ‘The Skull,’ ‘The King Can 
Do No Wrong,’ ‘Sons O’ Guns,’ 
‘Princess Charming’ and ‘America’s 
Sweetheart.’ 
Interment private. 


Jack Wilson Suicide 
While Callers Wait 


Jack Wilson, 50, blackface comic, 
killed himself in his apartment 
in the Marie Antoinette Sunday 
while two members of his company 
waited in the lobby to be summoned 
to his room. Twice they telephoned 
up and were asked to wait. The 
third time there was no reply. The 
door was forced and he was found 
shot through the head, a .22 calibre 
target revolver having been used. 
He was rushed to Flower hospital, 





where he died a few hours later 
without having given any reason 
for his act. 


Jack Wilson had worked in min- 
strels, vaude and musical shows 
and in some of his vaude acts ap- 
pearing in whiteface, 

At one time he had Ada Lane and 
J. Franklyn Batie as his vaude sup- 
port. He and Miss Lane were mar- 
ried during their stage association. 
Miss Lane cied in 1914. Wilson 
never remarried although he and 
Kitty Gordon, with whom he ap- 
peared in both vaude and a Shubert 
Winter Garden show were reported 
as having a romance. 

Among some of the shows Wilson 
appeared in were ‘The Bunks of 
1926’ and ‘Footlights’. 

He is survived by his father, a 
brother and three sisters, one being 
Sophie Wilson of Ward and Wilson 
(vaude), 

After playing the old Keith and 
ihe later RKO circuit for years Wil- 
son was seen in the indie houses. 

His latest act was to have opened 
for Publix at the Scollay Square, 
Boston, Monday (yesterday). He 
was also booked for a Loew date, a 
split between the Boulevard and 
Gates, starting Nov. 15. 

His last appear..nce was at the 
Royal, New York, Oct. 3, for RKO. 

Wilson’s early ambition was to 
have become a fighter, but received 
injuries which turned his attention 
to the stage. A broken nose was 
one of his brief prize ring career 
injuries. 

The funeral will be held tomorrow 
(Wednesday) at 11 a. m. from the 
New York Elks (No. 1) lodge room, 
auspices of the Elks. The Jewish 
Theatrical Guild also arranged to 
have a Rabbi participate. 

DON LEE 
Lee, 36, tab and vaude per- 
died at the American hos- 
pital, Chicago, on Oct. 27 of a pul- 
monary infection. He was former- 
lv of the act of Dean and Lee. 
Widow, Lelia Dean, survives. 

Lee was lately known as a 
comedian, 





Don 


tab 





A. L. Snyder, director and man- | 
ager Minnesota State band, died in 
Minneapolis Oct. 27 A daughter 


Frank M. Wilson, 74, for 25 years 
a director of the Rutland (Vt.) 
State fair, died in Rutland Oct. 26) 
of heart failure. 

Florian de Donato, 73, 
died in Los Angeles Oct. 


wig maker, 
“°c 


~~. 


j}and receive only a 15 
} 


| dent 


Radio-Pathe Merger 
(Continued from page 5) 


berg at Paramount on the coast. He 
had been with Par for five years, 
Before Selznick reached the RKO 
deal, he was negotiating with Radio 
for partial financing and release by 
Radio of the pictures he was to 
make independently. 
William Le Baron, 


chief until now, will personally 
supervise a unit of four or five 
productions on that lot. 

Cost of operating the home offices 
of Pathe and Radio Pictures has 
been averaging around $100,000 a 
week while the studio overhead on 
Pathe, alone, is placed near $23,000 


weekly. 
sales organizations of about 80 men 
When RKO took Pathe last 
January, the firm had to take over 
old Pathe pictures and contracts 
percent. in- 
terest in these. Not until early sum- 
mer was Pathe, as a distinct Radio 
subsidiary, enabled to collect 100 
percent on its own product. 
Though no reference was made in 
the RKO announcement of the junc- 
ture of its coast producing arms of 


over 


the movement taking in more than 
ithat, it is still felt in New York 
that the physical operation of th 


two studios and their product, east 
and west, will be dovetailed into 
virtually one organization. This 
will particularly affect the ex- 
changes, with one set and single 
sales force to handle the feature 
productions, amounting to around 
40. 

Nothing more has been reported 
whether unit producers will go on 
the combined Radio lot, giving that 
lot a line up of unit talker makers, 
with William LeBaron now one of 
them, John M. Stahl and one or 
two other coast producers have 
been mentioned as unit possibilities 
in the new Pathe-Radio deal. 

The Selznick-Milestone deal with 
RKO was first broached to both by 
Joe Pincus through Pat Casey, 
Casey acting in friendliness for 
Pincus. Casey kept handling the 
matter from Hollywood after arriv- 
ing there, acting for Pincus. 

RKO-Pathe’s eastern scenario de- 
partment moved to Radio Pictures 
story headquatters yesterday (Mon- 
day). Kay Brown, Radio script 
head in New York, will be in charge. 

In moving the story departments 
together Carrington North, Pathe’s 
material chief, will continue story 
selection for Pathe’s stars. This 
will be the system for the time be- 
ing at least. Final say so on yarns 
will depend, as usual on the west 
coast. 

The statement in full as sent out 
Friday (30) by RKO on the partial 
merger, reads: 

RKO- Radio Pictures and RKO- 

Pathe Merged 

Hiram S. Brown, chairman of the 
board of directors of both RKO- 
Radio Pictures, Inc. and RKO- 
Pathe, Inc., today announced the 
completion of a working arrange- 
ment between the two companies 
whereby their studio facilities will 
be merged, and the various pro- 
duction assets of the two companies 
will be available for the mutual ad- 
vantage of RKO-Radio Pictures and 
RKO-Pathe Pictures. The arrange- 
ment, organized by Mr. Brown with 
the co-operation of Joseph I. Schnit- 


zer, president of RKO-Radio, and 
Lee Marcus, president of RKO- 
Pathe, becomes effective imme- 
diately. 


Simultaneously, Mr. Brown an- 
nounced the signing of an execu- 
tive contract with David O. Selz- 
nick. In the working out of the 
merger plan, and in the subsequent 
activities of the combined studios, 
Mr. Selznick will have a dual capac- 
ity. As executive vice-president of 
RKO-Radio Pictures, he will be in 
personal charge of all pictures bear- 
ing the Radio trade-mark. As vice- 
president of Pathe, he will be in a 
position to co-ordinate the produc- 
tion facilities of the two companies 
to the benefit of both. 

The status of Charles R. Rogers 
as vice-president in charge of pro- 
duction of RKO-Pathe remains un- 
changed. As in the past, Mr. Rog- 
ers will be directly responsible for 
pictures bearing the rooster trade- 
mark, Mr. Rogers has also been 
made a vice-president of Radio Pic- 
tures. Mr. Harry Joe Brown will 
continue to assist Mr. Rogers in the 
capacity of associate producer of 
Pathe Pictures. 

Mr, William LeBaron, vice-presi- 
of RKO-Radio, has for some 
time urgently requested that he be 
relieved of the arduous responsibili- 
ties of being in charge of the pro- 
duction of all Radio Pictures, pre- 
ferring to devote his attention to 
the concentrated supervision of a 
limited number of pictures. He will 
accordingly be assigned the produc- 
tion of six or seven important “spe- 


cials. The production of ‘Rio Rita 
and ‘Cimarron’ was under Mr. Le- 
3aron’s close personal supervision. 

Mr. Schnitzer, Mr. Selznick and 
Mr. Rogers return to Hollywood at 
once, 


Radio producer | 





Each firm has had its own} 





by 
'contracts were adjusted. 
closed a week at the Georgia State 


JOHNNY JONES SETTLES 
GA. FLIP FAIR FOLKS 


Macon, Ga., Nov. 2. 
Johnny J. Jones shows got even 
the local fair officials this year 
refusing to unload until their 
They just 





Exposition but had been,sewed up in 
1 demand for about three times the 


space they could use. 


Last year they played the same 
ngagement and w threatened 
with being locked in the park if 
they didn't come across. This time 
they turned tables by having the 
contract made right before the show 
ed. ‘Simply a matter of paying 


or what we use and not paying for 
space we were not using, the man- 
ager said. They did not unload 10 


cars because of lack of space here. 
By the time the season closes the 
show people expect to be about $40,- 


000 in the red, officials estimated 
while here. They did no business to 
cut down that figure here, but 
dropped. 
Carnival 3-Footer Was Mean, 
Sez Bride 
Chicago, Nov. 2. 
sjaron Paucci, 36-inch midget 


With the Johnny J. Jones shows, is 


being sued for divorce by Mavis 
Lane, five foot bathing beauty, 


after marriage that lasted less than 
a year. 

They were married at Macon, Ga., 
when both were with the same out- 
fit, but separated later. Mrs. Pauccli 
charges the Baron once cut her 
wardrobe to shreds and was other- 
wise cruel. Non-support and de- 
sertion are also incuded in the com- 
plaint, while half the midget’s $50 
a week salary as separate mainte- 
nance is asked. 

FIREWORKS BAN 
Council Bluffs, Iowa, Nov. 2. 

A no-fireworks ordinance has 
been passed by the city council and 
regulates storage, sale and setting 
off of. It is effective July 6, 1932. 

Aftermath of the big $2,000,000 
business district fire at Spencer 
caused by premature explosion of 
fireworks in store. 


CARNIVALS 


For current week (November 2-7) 

when not otherwise indicated. 
Beckmann & Gerety: Beaumont, Tex. 
Bunts: St. Stephen, 8S. C. 





Cetiin & Wilson: Walterboro, S. C. 
Ehring: Covington, Ky. 

Gloth: Chester, 8. C., 9-14. 

Great Western: Miss. 


Clarksdale, 
Augusta, S. ° 
Anderson, S. 
Greer, 8S. C.; 
Leggette: Jennings, La, 
Marks: Union, S. C. 
Miss. Valley: New Orleans, 
Model Shows of America: 
Seifer: Cottonwood, Ariz. 
West Bros.: Markgville, La.; Lafayette, 


Gruberg: 
Jones: 


C. 
Krause: Walidosta, 9-14. 


La. 
Augusta, Ga, 


Al 


7 





WIRTH-BOYD FORMED 

Larry Boyd and Phil Wirth, well 
known in the outdoor show world, 
have incorporated under their own 
name to conduct an amusement 
business. 

Company begins business with a 
capital stock of 150 shares of com- 
mon. Articles of incorporation 
filed at the Secretary of the State 
of New York's office by M. W. 
Monheimer, attorney of 526 Fifth 
avenue. 


NEW FAIR ORGANIZED 
Pristol, Conn., Nov. 2. 

A new fair will go into operation 
in Connecticut next fall. A group 
of local business men have formed 
the Bristol Fair Association for the 
development of a fair ground and 
sponsoring of an annual fair in this 
city. 

William J. Phelan is chairman of 
the association. 
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When Sending for Mail to 
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A SPECIAL STORY ON 
Hi$ TALENT APPEARED 
, IN 








EVENING POST 


OCT. 17, 1931 


The only juggler un 


the world to ever 





























receive such atten- 


tion and prqvse... 





THEIR MAJESTIES, 


LX. EDDIE GANTOR 







AND GEORGE <x 
JESSEL, HAVE HONORED \ 7 cus 
SERGE FLASH BY NAMING \*vest 


HIM TO APPEAR IN THE- 
Tae RKO PALACE THEATRE, NY. 
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